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Mr. Wallace introduced students in Mil-
waukee Public Schools to theater through per-
formances that involved both music and stu-
dent participation. After observing his work in
the community, Adolph Suppan, the former
Dean of the University of Wisconsin-Milwau-
kee’s School of Fine Arts, hired Mr. Wallace to
provide community outreach through work with
the People’s Theater.

In later years, Mr. Wallace expanded his ar-
tistic interests by founding and operating a
gallery showcasing the works by African
American artists. Further, he provided classes
to aspiring artists; for example Gullah basket
weavers from South Carolina taught classes at
his gallery. Mr. Wallace passed away on June
11, 2007; his influence and impact will be
sorely missed in Milwaukee.

Madam Speaker, for these reasons, | am
honored to pay tribute to Mr. Gerald Wallace
and his contributions to the artistic culture in
the Fourth Congressional District.

———
THE GENERATING RETIREMENT
OWNERSHIP THROUGH LONG-

TERM HOLDING ACT OF 2007
HON. PAUL RYAN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2007

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Madam Speaker, I,
along with Congressman ARTUR DAviS and
Congressman JOSEPH CROWLEY, introduce
today the Generating Retirement Ownership
Through Long-Term Holding (“GROWTH”) Act
of 2007. This important bill gained the bipar-
tisan support of 73 House colleagues in the
109th Congress. We introduce this important
legislation in an effort to address one of the
issues making it difficult for today’s working in-
vestors to save for retirement.

Most of our Nation’s mutual fund share-
holders report that retirement is the primary
purpose for which they are saving. More than
31 million American households are saving
through taxable mutual funds, either to realize
a greater return on their savings, to supple-
ment their employers’ retirement plans, or be-
cause they do not have access to such plans.
Seventy-two percent of fund investors say that
their primary goal is to save for retirement. At
the same time, almost half about 75 million of
155 million workers—are not offered any form
of pension or retirement savings plan at work.

Mutual fund investors are overwhelmingly
middle-income Americans investing for the
long term. For many of these investors, mutual
funds are the low-cost, professionally man-
aged, diversified way in which they are saving
on their own for retirement. Currently, inves-
tors who buy shares in a mutual fund and hold
for the long term find themselves taxed as
they go—even though no fund shares were
sold and no income was received. This legis-
lation allows mutual fund shareholders to keep
more of their own money working for them
longer by deferring capital gains taxes until
they actually sell their investment. The
“GROWTH” Act makes it easier for these indi-
viduals to meet their goals and enjoy a secure
retirement.

Those investors who opt in advance to
leave capital gains generated by the fund
manager reinvested in the fund are doing what
so many of us want to see—they are holding
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for the long term, contributing to national sav-
ings, and building up their own retirement nest
egg.

The GROWTH Act will encourage Ameri-
cans to save more and to save for the long
term to better prepare for a secure retirement.
| urge my colleagues to join us in this effort
and cosponsor this legislation.

———

SBA ENTREPRENEURIAL DEVEL-
OPMENT PROGRAMS ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. JOE SESTAK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. SESTAK. Mr. Speaker, Congressman
ALBERT WYNN (D-MD) reached out to my of-
fice regarding becoming a co-sponsor of H.R.
2359, The SBA Entrepreneurial Development
Programs Act of 2007. While we are unable to
list Congressman WYNN as a co-sponsor since
H.R. 2359 has already been placed on the
Union Calendar, please know | consider Mr.
WYNN a strong supporter and a co-sponsor of
my legislation.

———

A TRIBUTE TO GAIL REED-
BARNETT, ED.D.

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute and honor the work and
achievements of Gail Reed-Barnett, Ed.D. Dr.
Reed-Barnett was born and raised in Brook-
lyn, New York. From a young age, Gail's par-
ents made certain that she understood the
value of an education, a lesson that she would
carry with her throughout her life.

Dr. Reed-Barnett’s educational priorities are
reflected in the academic paths she chose.
She received her Bachelor’s in Psychology at
Medgar Evers College and a Master’s in Edu-
cation at Long Island University. She then
went on to receive her Doctorate of Education
from Nova Southeastern University with a con-
centration in Child, Youth and Family Studies.

Dr. Reed-Barnett is currently a secondary
school counselor and administrator, in addition
to serving as an Administrative Adjunct at
Medgar Evers College for the College “Now”
Program. She has taken her passion for edu-
cation and used it to teach young people in
her community the love and dedication that
ought to be devoted to higher learning.

She is aware of the need for committed and
dedicated educators and the importance of pa-
rental involvement in helping a child achieve
maximum academic success. She has been
instrumental in bringing many innovative pro-
grams to her school community as it relates to
developing the “whole child,” and building re-
lationships between children and their families.

Dr. Reed-Barnett believes that true power
lies in knowing how our educational and judi-
cial system works and making it “work for us,
not against us.” This belief has been primary
in driving Gail to become an active and visible
participant in the Brooklyn community. She is
a member of Community Board 17 and also
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serves on its Youth Services Planning Com-
mittee. She has worked with State Senator,
Kevin Parker, on educational issues and poli-
cies. She has also presented valuable infor-
mation to parents, holding various community
workshops on the “No Child Left Behind Act.”

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize
the work of Gail Reed-Barnett, Ed.D, for her
tireless efforts to educate and empower the
youth of our country.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to Gail Reed-Barnett.

IN HONOR OF WEST VIRGINIA DAY

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2007

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, | rise on this
special day to honor my home among the
hills, the great state of West Virginia. It was on
June 20, 1863, that West Virginia became the
35th state to enter the Union.

The distinctiveness of West Virginia can be
traced to its unique founding, as the only state
to have been formed as a direct result of the
Civil War, through Presidential proclamation.

In a reaction to Virginia’s overrepresentation
of eastern planters in the state legislature and
complicated further by the swirling political
issues of the day, on June 11, 1861, dele-
gates from Virginia’s western counties met to
nullify Virginia’s secession from the Union.
Fifty counties (all of present-day West Virginia
except for the land that now comprises Min-
eral, Grant, Lincoln, Mingo, and Summers
Counties) constituted the newly formed state
and served as the genesis of the vibrant and
diverse place we know today as West Virginia.

The Constitution of West Virginia was ap-
proved in April of 1862, and in May of 1863,
Arthur |. Boreman became our first governor.
By June 20, 1863, West Virginia was officially
a sovereign state. The sheer beauty of West
Virginia now stands in stark and welcome con-
trast to the ugly conflict from which it was
born.

Since its inception, West Virginia has been
blessed with a striking landscape, placing it—
we West Virginian believe—in a league all its
own. The West Virginia state motto—Montani
Semper Liberi—“Mountaineers are always
free,” sums up our powerful love of liberty and
pays homage to our beautifully rugged lands
that have honed our grit and determination,
while attracting thousands of visitors each
year.

West Virginia has historically been a leader
in steel, glass, aluminum, chemical manufac-
turing, and natural gas industries. Small family
farmers continue traditions that have served
them for generations, providing, among other
goods, some of the world’s best apples. And
our miners, who have long produced the coal
that made our country strong, continue to dig
to keep our national economy running.

But, as the old saying goes “nothing en-
dures but change.” And we are seeing a
change in West Virginia. In fact, West Vir-
ginia’s foray into new technology has provided
new horizons for her residents, opening West
Virginia for business while allowing us to re-
main wild and wonderful.

West Virginia my be 144 years old today,
but it is just beginning to blossom. Our future
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is as bright as an early summer morning sun-
rise over the Appalachian hills.

Today, and every day, West Virginians
thank the Lord for our bountiful blessings. We
are kindred spirits, bound together in loyalty
and love for our fine state. And everyday,
wherever we may roam, we think of “happy
home” and that place among the hills that
truly is “Almost Heaven.”

SBA ENTREPRENEURIAL DEVEL-
OPMENT PROGRAMS ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. DONALD A. MANZULLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2007

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in re-
luctant opposition to the SBA Entrepreneurial
Development Programs Act of 2007. | am a
strong supporter of Small Business Develop-
ment Centers (SBDCs). These centers con-
tinue to do a lot of good work to promote job
creation and small business development
throughout our nation. There are three SBDCs
that serve constituents in the 16th District of II-
linois and they do phenomenal work in often-
times a difficult local economic climate with
limited resources. But | fear that the various
SBDC bills we debate this week may kill the
program with kindness.

The bills all taken together proposes to cre-
ate nine new grant initiatives within the SBDC
program. According to the non-partisan Con-
gressional Budget Office (CBO), the bills
would add $122 million in additional spending
in Fiscal Year 2008 alone and $365 million
over the next five fiscal years. When you con-
sider that the Democrat-controlled House Ap-
propriations Financial Services Subcommittee
recently provided a generous increase of $11
million for the regular SBDC program to reach
$100 million for Fiscal Year 2008, these bills
taken together proposes to more than double
the size of the SBDC program. In an era of
tight budgets, | don’t think any program de-
serves a 122 percent increase.

| am sympathetic to many of these initia-
tives. | am particularly supportive of making
sure that Small Business Administration (SBA)
employees do not interfere in hiring decisions
of local SBDCs. | also support provisions in
Section 207 to require more information, pri-
marily through Internet Web-based tech-
nologies, about regulatory compliance to small
business owners.

But there are still significant outstanding
budgetary issues. Throughout my tenure as
the former Chairman of the House Small Busi-
ness Committee, | tried numerous times to
see the National Regulatory Assistance and
the Native American Entrepreneurial Assist-
ance SBDC initiatives, among others, become
law. Last year, we reached a common-sense
consensus that in order to get these new ini-
tiatives into law, the high $135 million author-
ization level for the overall SBDC program
should be proportionally reduced. However,
that consensus is not in these bills that we are
debating this week. | find it odd that the “pay-
go” fiscal conservative rhetoric of the Demo-
crats is not met by reality. There are no
spending offsets in these bills.

Some of these initiatives also are duplicative
of existing Federal programs. For example,
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the Manufacturing Extension Partnership
(MEP) program administered by the Depart-
ment of Commerce through local centers
across the nation offers the very same serv-
ices that are outlined in Section 203 of H.R.
2359. The National Veterans Business Devel-
opment Corporation (or Vets Corp) offers the
same services as those being proposed in
H.R. 2366.

| also have concern that some of the provi-
sions in H.R. 2359 go beyond the mission of
SBDCs, which historically has been primarily
targeted at helping new or struggling small
businesses. For example, Section 206 re-
quires that SBDC grant recipients “shall also
attempt to negotiate lower health insurance
premiums for small business concerns that
seek the assistance of the recipient.” In my
view, it is not the role of SBDCs to get in-
volved in the pricing health insurance pre-
miums. Section 204 of H.R. 2359 establishes
a new program to help transition so-called
“mature” small businesses even though there
is no definition of what the authors of this leg-
islation mean by “transition” or “mature” small
business. Again, | don’t think it is the role of
SBDCs to be involved in initiatives that could
result in the closure of small businesses.

| also fear that creating these nine new ini-
tiatives all at once will give false hope to
SBDCs seeking to receive these grants.
These initiatives will not start until a specific
amount separate from the regular SBDC ap-
propriation is allocated from the Appropriations
Committee. In principle, this is a good policy
to help insure that the money to run the reg-
ular SBDC program is not raided to fund these
new initiatives. However, noting that the Dem-
ocrat-controlled House Appropriations Finan-
cial Services Subcommittee just provided a
long-overdue increase for the regular SBDC
program, | seriously doubt that any of these
specific SBDC initiatives will be funded at a
significant level in the near future, further di-
minishing the expectations behind this legisla-
tion.

Finally, these nine new initiatives create
many hoops for local SBDCs to jump through
in order to qualify for these grants. These bills
will create a paperwork and accounting night-
mare for SBDCs to keep track of various
grants, particularly if they apply and receive
multiple awards under different initiatives, for
the programs they administer. In retrospect, it
is probably best that Congress provides an
overall increase in the appropriation for the
regular SBDC program and then require that
all SBDCs provide some services (even fif it is
to network with another specialized SBDC or
another Federal partner such as a local MEP
center or the Vets Corp) in the nine issue
areas outlined in H.R. 2359, H.R. 2366, and
H.R. 2284 as opposed to the micro-manage-
ment approach as contained in these bills.

Mr. Speaker, last year, | predicted that if
Democrats took over control of Congress,
spending on the Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA) would dramatically increase. Never
in my wildest dreams did | think they would be
so brazen. Elections do matter. Thus far this
year, the CBO estimates that the Democrat-
controlled House Small Business Committee
has authorized $5.4 billion in new spending
over the next 5 years—$1.379 billion in fiscal
year 2008 alone. With these bills on the sus-
pension calendar this week, proposed spend-
ing on the SBA will grow once again. All to-
taled, the CBO estimates that spending on the
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SBA will increase by nearly $5.8 billion over 4
years and $1.525 billion in fiscal year 2008
alone. To put this massive spending increase
in perspective, the House Appropriations Fi-
nancial Services Subcommittee recommends
providing $582 million in total spending on the
SBA in fiscal year 2008. | urge my colleagues
to stand up for fiscal responsibility and to pre-
vent mission-creep within the SBDC network
by voting against these bills.

———

CALLING ON UNITED NATIONS SE-
CURITY COUNCIL TO CHARGE
IRANIAN PRESIDENT WITH CER-
TAIN VIOLATIONS BECAUSE OF
HIS CALLS FOR DESTRUCTION
OF ISRAEL

SPEECH OF

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, | voted
“present” on H. Con. Res. 21 because | be-
lieve it dilutes the definition of genocide and
would ratchet up tensions with Iran without
any likelihood of actually doing anything about
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s dangerous anti-
Semitism and Iran’s ability to inflict harm on
Israel. Instead, we need a new framework for
relations with Iran that advances our interests
and values through engagement and support
for the Iranian people. At a time when we
haven't dealt meaningfully with the serious
and ongoing genocide in Darfur, | am not con-
vinced it advances our long-term interest in
strengthening the international legal regime
against mass killing by defining another Mus-
lim leaders call for Israel’s destruction as
genocide.

A TRIBUTE TO ANGEL ROSARIO
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Angel Rosario. Angel was
born in 1960 in Brooklyn, New York. He grad-
uated from John Jay High School in 1979,
where he earned All-City Honors in baseball in
1978 and 1979. After high school, Angel
played baseball at Long Island University
where he was named a collegiate all-star in
1982.

In 1997, Angel graduated with a Bachelor of
Science in Community Health from Empire
State College. While working towards his de-
gree, Angel became heavily involved with the
New York City Department of Health HIV Bu-
reau. He worked with the Bureau for 9 years,
from 1990 through 1999; he spent 7 of those
years in the Managed Care field.

Currently, Angel serves as a Marketing Di-
rector for Healthfirst which operates in hos-
pitals that are under the direction of the Health
Hospital Corporation. Angel has kept himself
busy by working closely with his community
for the past 25 years. He oversees Summer
Day Programs, Beacon Programs and After
School Programs. He works with both senior
citizens as a Social Service Worker, and with
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