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Madam Speaker, I would like to recognize 

Douglas McArthur Nelson for his contributions 
to our community and for his years of service 
at Berean Baptist Church. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Douglas McArthur 
Nelson. 

f 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 

HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, today is World 
Refugee Day, a day of honoring the courage 
and raising the plight of more than 8 million 
refugees and 23.7 million internally displaced 
persons around the world. This year, on the 
sixth anniversary of the United Nations-des-
ignated World Refugee Day, organizations in 
hundreds of countries will come together to 
focus global attention on those refugees who 
have been displaced by natural disasters or 
were forced to leave their homes, native coun-
tries, and loved ones due to the political, eth-
nic or religious oppression and persecution 
they would have faced otherwise. 

The United States historically has led efforts 
to assist various refugee populations, as ex-
emplified through U.S. efforts to assist Viet-
namese refugees in the late 1970s. Now, in 
the 21st century, the U.S. has a particularly 
compelling reason to focus on the Iraqi ref-
ugee crisis. Approximately 2 million Iraqi refu-
gees have fled persecution, violence, threats 
of kidnapping and death threats, mostly mov-
ing to Syria and Jordan. The threats have 
been dire for ethnic and religious minorities. At 
least 1.9 million people are displaced within 
Iraq. Many of these 3.9 million have been tar-
geted due to their work for the U.S. Govern-
ment, NGOs or the media. 

There have been important steps taken in 
Congress to address the concerns of refugees 
related to Afghanistan and Iraq, such as en-
couraging the provision of special immigrant 
status for translators or interpreters serving 
with Federal agencies in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
However, since 2003, the U.S. Government 
has allowed only 466 Iraqi refugees to enter 
the U.S. It is important that the U.S. initiate 
more active measures to assist these refu-
gees, such as increasing the number of Iraqis 
that are brought into the resettlement program. 
During a recent trip to the Middle East, I heard 
stories of Iraqi refugees and the dire threats 
that forced them to flee their homeland. 

Madam Speaker, in addition to spotlighting 
the situation of Iraqi refugees, it is vital that 
the international community continue to shine 
a spotlight on the situation facing refugees 
from and displaced persons in Burma. The 
military dictatorship continues its campaign 
against the ethnic peoples through forced 
labor, the use of rape as a weapon of terror, 
destruction of food sources, destruction of 
over 3,000 villages in the last few years, and 
the use of ethnic peoples as human land mine 
sweepers. Unfortunately, certain countries be-
lieve it is in their interest to keep this regime 
in power—I would heartily disagree. The ref-
ugee and displacement crisis in Burma could 
be resolved immediately if the regime were to 
step down and allow the rightfully elected 
leaders of Burma to take office. 

World Refugee Day is a day for the inter-
national community, governments and citizens 
alike, to show our common concern for refu-
gees and displaced persons. Most people in 
the world would love to stay in their homeland, 
but frequently conflicts and other situations 
force them to leave. Our country was founded 
by people fleeing oppression. The U.S. must 
continue to be the global leader in refugee 
protection in the Middle East, in Southeast 
Asia, and around the world. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT ‘‘RED’’ 
PENSINGER 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in remembrance of Robert ‘‘Red’’ 
Pensinger, former mayor of Greencastle, PA. 
Mayor Pensinger passed away in his home on 
Saturday, June 16. Born in Marion, PA, on 
February 22, 1933, Mayor Pensinger spent his 
life in the Greencastle area as a civic leader 
and successful businessman. 

‘‘Red,’’ as he was lovingly called, brought 
great enthusiasm and esteem not only to his 
office as mayor, but to his many other activi-
ties within the community as well. Robert dedi-
cated his life to the betterment of his commu-
nity, giving his time and energy to various or-
ganizations. He influenced and mentored hun-
dreds of young people through his participa-
tion in the Boy Scouts of America, of which he 
was a Scout master, and Kauffman’s Little 
League team, which he managed. Members of 
the community also looked up to ‘‘Red,’’ rec-
ognizing and appreciating his devotion to the 
town, his positive outlook and pleasant de-
meanor. 

The former mayor was also a leader in busi-
ness, establishing a State Farm Insurance 
Agency in Greencastle in 1965 and leading it 
to become the largest agency in Pennsylvania 
and the fifth largest in the Nation. He served 
in the State Farm President’s Club and was a 
six-time Legion of Honor winner. In addition to 
operating his insurance agency, Robert served 
as vice-chairman of the board of directors for 
Tower Bancorp Inc. and the First National 
Bank of Greencastle. He served on the Cham-
ber of Commerce, which awarded him with the 
1997 James P. Oliver Award for his leadership 
and community involvement. 

While I could go on listing the countless or-
ganizations and people to whom ‘‘Red’’ gave 
his time and energy, it is safe to say that his 
contributions to the Greencastle community 
are endless. Robert touched the lives of thou-
sands and impacted each one of them tre-
mendously. Mayor Pensinger served as a role 
model for many, and it is my hope that those 
who were lucky enough to know him will con-
tinue his legacy and enthusiasm for bettering 
the community and the lives of others. 

Robert’s wife, Nancy, and his family and 
friends are certainly proud and honored by his 
remarkable work and devotion to improving 
the lives of others. His community service and 
achievements are remarkable, and his pres-
ence will be sorely missed. Robert Pensinger 
was a celebrated leader in business and the 
community, and words cannot express his 
value to the people of Greencastle or their 
love and devotion to their late mayor. 

A TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN COREY 
PEGUES 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute and honor the work and 
achievements of Captain Corey Pegues. 
Corey, born and raised in Queens, New York, 
was a student of the public school system. He 
graduated from high school in 1986, and sub-
sequently enlisted in the United States Army. 

As a member of the Army, Corey assumed 
the position of Medical Specialist after receiv-
ing training at Fort Sam Houston. Corey was 
assigned to a Calvary Unit in Fort Drum, New 
York, and remained there until his honorable 
discharge in 1991. After leaving the U.S. 
Army, he enlisted in the New York State Na-
tional Guard, and remained with the National 
Guard for 14 years. As an example of Corey’s 
devotion to civil service, he also decided to 
enroll in the New York City Police Academy 
while still serving in the National Guard. 

Corey was able to maintain the same ex-
ceptional quality of work that has defined his 
career, while serving in both the National 
Guard and the New York City Police Depart-
ment. The NYPD promoted Corey to the rank 
of Sergeant in 1998, and Lieutenant in 2002. 
Captain Pegues assumed many positions 
within the NYPD, including Lieutenant Platoon 
Commander, Special Operations Lieutenant 
and Administrative Lieutenant. 

In 2006, the NYPD once again promoted 
Corey; this time, to the rank of Captain. After 
11 months, Corey was transferred to a new 
police station where he now serves as Com-
manding Officer. For the past two years, in ad-
dition to his role as a law enforcement official, 
Captain Pegues has also served his commu-
nity as an Adjunct Professor of Criminal Jus-
tice at Monroe Community College. 

Corey also serves as the President and 
Founding Member of the Long Island Chapter 
of the National Organization of Black Law En-
forcement Executives—a nationally recognized 
organization that consists of many chapters 
across the country. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to recognize 
the work of Captain Corey Pegues for his con-
stant desire to protect and serve the citizens 
of the United States. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Captain Corey 
Pegues. 

f 

BINGE DRINKING AND LEGAL AGE 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, in 1984, Presi-
dent Reagan signed the 21 minimum drinking 
age into law, saying ‘‘This problem is bigger 
than the individual States. It’s a grave national 
problem, and it touches all our lives. With the 
problem so clear-cut and the proven solution 
at hand, we have no misgiving about this judi-
cious use of Federal power. I’m convinced that 
it will help persuade State legislators to act in 
the national interest to save our children’s 
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lives, by raising the drinking age to 21 across 
the country.’’ 

Now, there are some that are advocating— 
lowering the drinking age back to 18. These 
people are unfortunately choosing what is 
easy over what is right and what is effective. 

It would be easy to allow 18 to 20 year olds 
to drink, but we would pay for it with lives. The 
Centers for Disease Control, CDC, looked at 
49 high-quality, peer-reviewed studies of 
places that changed their drinking age and 
found conclusively that moving the drinking 
age up to 21 decreases alcohol-involved crash 
fatalities by 16 percent and lowering it in-
creases fatalities by 10 percent. 

New Zealand is a good example of this. In 
1999, New Zealand lowered its drinking age 
from 20 to 18. Not only did the alcohol-in-
volved crash rate increase among 18 and 19 
year olds, but also among 15 to 17 year olds. 
It is absurd to think that this would not happen 
in the United States were we to take the easy 
path. 

It would be easy to think that teaching 
young people to drink would increase respon-
sible drinking habits, but what is easy isn’t 
what is true. Most European countries with 
lower drinking ages have not only higher 
drinking rates, but higher binge drinking and 
intoxication rates. Several of these countries, 
like the United Kingdom, New Zealand, and 
Canada, are considering increasing their drink-
ing ages because the 21 minimum drinking 
age is so effective. 

It would be easy to assume that 18 to 20 
year olds could drink safely, but in truth, all 
underage drinking is unsafe drinking. Brain re-
search shows us that the brain continues to 
develop into the early twenties. The part that 
controls reasoning and cognitive ability is the 
last to mature and thus the most vulnerable to 
damage. The part of the brain responsible for 
new memories is noticeably smaller in youth 
that abuse alcohol. Alcohol use in the teen 
years also is associated with decreased brain 
functioning, memory, movement, and atten-
tion, and these changes may be permanent. 

These and many more reasons are why a 
host of experts, including the CDC, National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, General 
Accounting Office, Institute of Medicine, Sur-
geon General, National Institute of Health, and 
more, support the 21 minimum drinking age. 

It is necessary for us as legislators, parents, 
and responsible citizens to take the hard path 
and prevent our young people from accessing 
alcohol—adults facilitate, by selling, giving, 
providing, or allowing youth access to alcohol, 
almost all underage drinking. It is necessary to 
set limits, not open the liquor cabinets. And it 
is necessary for us as leaders to ignore those 
who think you can try the same experiment 
twice and get less fatal results. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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COMMEMORATING WORLD 
REFUGEE DAY 2007 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, since 2001, 
people across the globe have come together 
on June 20 to show their support for the mil-
lions of refugees throughout the world who 

have fled their homes for fear of persecution, 
imprisonment or even murder. On this sixth 
anniversary of World Refugee Day, we make 
a solemn pledge to these courageous and re-
silient people that their plight has not gone un-
noticed and they do not stand alone. 

In April, I led a congressional delegation to 
Sudan and saw, first-hand, the effects of one 
of the worst refugee crises facing our world 
today. In Darfur, I saw mothers and fathers 
struggling to provide for their children’s most 
basic needs—necessities we often take for 
granted, such as food, water, clothing and 
shelter. I saw people fighting to overcome 
years of physical and mental abuse so severe 
that they would rather wander the desert than 
remain in the torturous environment their 
homeland had become. And I saw things that 
made me wonder how the world could stand 
silent while suffering of this magnitude contin-
ued. 

With more than 686,000 refugees, Sudan is 
now ranked as the third largest refugee crisis 
in the world, according to the United Nations 
High Commissioner on Refugees, falling be-
hind Iraq, where sectarian violence has cre-
ated 1.5 million refugees—1.2 million fled the 
country in 2006 alone—and Afghanistan with 
2.1 million. And it comes as no surprise that 
Sudan, Iraq and Afghanistan now also rank 
first, second and eighth, respectively, on the 
Foreign Policy Index on Failed States, which 
was released on Tuesday. 

When people are forced to flee from their 
homes, they leave behind more than just ma-
terial possessions; they often must trade their 
dignity, self-respect and hopes for the future 
for their very survival. And it is not just the ref-
ugees themselves that suffer. The instability 
and mortal dangers that create refugee crises 
threaten the safety and security of entire re-
gions, if not the entire world. 

On this World Refugee Day, I am proud to 
join with the defenders of human rights who 
are calling on each of us to not only acknowl-
edge the tragedies suffered by refugees 
across the globe, but who are also challenging 
us to step up and do something about it. 
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A TRIBUTE TO CHAMBERLAIN S. 
PETERSIDE, PH.D. 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the work and achievements of Cham-
berlain S. Peterside, Ph.D. Chamberlain is the 
CEO and founder of the New Era Capital Cor-
poration, a New York City-based financial 
services group. Chamberlain worked pre-
viously as a Certified Financial Manager with 
Merrill Lynch, Global Private Client Group and 
HSBC Bank in New York City, where he as-
sisted high net-worth clients and institutional 
investors in developing strategies for man-
aging their portfolio. 

Chamberlain graduated with a Ph.D. in Fi-
nance and Economics from Friendship Univer-
sity in Moscow. He carries with him more than 
15 years of diverse business development, 
management consulting and financial advisory 
experience from his work in Africa, Europe 
and the United States. 

Upon graduation, Chamberlain began his 
career as a business consultant in his own 

firm, Value Adding Consulting Group, Inc, with 
offices located in both Moscow and London. 
He advised domestic and foreign companies 
on the intricacies and modalities for expanding 
their operations in the new markets of Eastern 
Europe and the former Soviet Union. 

Chamberlain received the ‘‘40 Under 40’’ 
achievement award in June of 2001 from the 
Network Journal in New York for outstanding 
academic, professional and community service 
accomplishments. He has also served as an 
Adjunct Associate Professor of Finance and 
Business Management at ASA Institute of 
Business Management and Advanced Tech-
nology. 

Currently, through New Era, Chamberlain is 
instrumental in developing and financing multi- 
million dollar telecommunication, hospitality, 
real estate, and oil and gas industries in Afri-
ca. He writes on many economic issues in re-
gard to business development, and has ap-
peared on the CNN program ‘‘In the Money,’’ 
where he discussed the need for a new ap-
proach in regard to economic reform efforts in 
Africa. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to recognize 
the work of Chamberlain S. Peterside, Ph.D.. 
for his countless academic and economic ac-
complishments. I urge my colleagues to join 
me in paying tribute to Chamberlain S. 
Peterside. 
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IN TRIBUTE TO GERALD WALLACE 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize an artistic leader 
and playwright from the Fourth Congressional 
District, Gerald Wallace. Mr. Wallace was in-
strumental in diversifying and enriching Mil-
waukee’s artistic offerings by interjecting the 
voice of Milwaukee’s African American artistic 
community. A prolific playwright, Mr. Wallace 
created works that reflected the full range of 
African American experience in this country. 

Mr. Wallace fulfilled his childhood dream 
when he founded the People’s Theater. He 
created a 20-seat theater in a building located 
in the heart of the African American commu-
nity through funds raised by providing evening 
studio performances in private homes. He ex-
panded understanding of and appreciation for 
African American theater by both the actors 
and the audience with performances by Peo-
ple’s Theater throughout the city and the State 
of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Wallace provided opportunities and 
mentored anyone interested in performing or 
learning other aspects of theater operation. He 
trained novices in speaking, projection, stage 
movement, and taught them to explore the 
depths of their characters in order to present 
a realistic portrayal on stage. Mr. Wallace ex-
posed Milwaukee to the rich traditions of Afri-
can American theater with the appearance of 
legendary actress Claudia McNeil, who per-
formed with the People’s Theater in James 
Baldwin’s classic play, The Amen Corner. 
Many theater actors and actresses from Mil-
waukee began acting or honed their skills at 
the People’s Theater. In fact, the founder of 
Milwaukee’s African American Children’s The-
ater had her genesis at the People’s Theater. 
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