June 20, 2007

nation. The death of Vincent Chin and the in-
juries and death suffered by the countless
other victims of hate crimes serve as a heavy
reminder for this nation to combat hate and
continue in its quest for freedom and justice
for all Americans.

SCOTT HIGH SCHOOL HONORED
FOR  PRACTICING AND PRO-
MOTING CONSERVATION

HON. LINCOLN DAVIS

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2007

Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | am pleased to honor the work of
students and advisors at Scott High School in
Huntsville, Tennessee for implementing and
promoting conservation practices at school
and in the community.

Through hands-on experiments and com-
puter-aided instructions, students have learned
about alternative energy sources such as
solar, wind, nuclear, geothermal, hydroelectric,
and fossil fuel technologies. They also took
field trips to help foster first hand knowledge
of these energy sources. School leadership
has plans in the near future to use high school
students to teach alternative energy education
to grade school students.

With the assistance of a few teachers, stu-
dents were able to mount solar panels, do-
nated by the Tennessee Valley Authority, near
the Agricultural Department’'s greenhouses to
run two exhaust fans and a lighted school
sign. During this process, students were in-
volved in all aspects of this activity. They de-
signed battery and solar panel racks, mounted
the batteries, wired the inverters and other
electrical components, and installed the pan-
els.

Their laudable goals and actions have gar-
nered attention by having been selected to at-
tend the National Youth Awards Program for
Energy Achievement sponsored by the Na-
tional Energy Education Development (NEED)
Project. The Scott High School energy team
will join other winners at the “Kids Teaching
Kids Awards Program,” in Crystal City, Vir-
ginia. The Kids teaching Kids approach en-
courages students to reach out to their peers
and communities and to teach about energy in
fun and innovative ways.

There trip to the Washington, DC area will
be capped off by attending the NEED Project’s
National Recognition Ceremonies in Yates Au-
ditorium at the U.S. Department of the Interior.
| applaud these young individuals and their
advisors for their conservation practices and
promoting the use of alternative energy.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MS. KATHRYN WOOD-
BACHER OF PENN YAN, NEW YORK

HON. JOHN R. “RANDY” KUHL, JR.

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2007

Mr. KUHL of New York. Madam Speaker, |
would like to recognize the achievements of
Ms. Kathryn Wood-Bacher as President of the
Yates County American Legion Auxiliary in
New York. Kathryn has devoted many hours
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to serving our veterans as a mental health
counselor, making herself available to them
night and day, whenever they are in need of
assistance.

Recently, Yates County endorsed Kathryn
for the position of Seventh District Vice Presi-
dent, and because of her tireless dedication
and good work, she will most likely be elected
to this office at the New York Department
Convention in Niagara Falls this July.

Over the years, Kathryn has served as Dis-
trict Junior Coordinator, Certified Community
Emergency Safety Responder, Fifth genera-
tion Auxiliary member of the Johnson Costello
Unit #355, and of course, Yates County Presi-
dent. Kathryn has selflessly devoted her time
to caring for our veterans, our Nation’s bravest
heroes who have put themselves on the line
to defend freedom and democracy, and | am
proud to recognize her efforts today.

———

REMEMBERING FORMER CON-
GRESSMAN ROBIN LEO BEARD,
JR.

HON. JOHN S. TANNER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2007

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to help remember our former colleague, a dis-
tinguished leader and fellow Tennessean,
former Representative Robin Beard, who
passed away over the weekend. | had the
honor of knowing him both professionally and
personally.

A former Marine, Robin served twice as as-
sistant secretary general of NATO in Brussels.
He and | had several lengthy conversations
about NATO and the relationship between that
organization and our work here in the House
of Representatives. | appreciated his first-hand
knowledge into the goals and workings of
NATO, and his insights are helpful now as we
represent the U.S. Congress at the NATO
Parliamentary Assembly.

Madam Speaker, | hope you and our col-
leagues will join me and the Tennessee dele-
gation in remembering former Congressman
Robin Beard, who made great contributions to
our state, our country and the global commu-
nity.

TRIBUTE TO MRS. TINA PEARSON

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2007

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of
the United States Capitol Guides Service, |
would like to enter into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD a tribute to Mrs. Tina Pearson of Wil-
mington, NC. For almost 3 years, Tina has
faithfully and exceptionally served as assistant
director for training for the United States Cap-
itol Guide Service and Congressional Special
Services Office. In this capacity, Tina has as-
sisted in the management of the operations of
the day-to-day operations of Visitor Services.
In addition, she has developed and imple-
mented training policies for Capitol Guides,
worked with the Congressional Leadership on
special events, and participated in the plan-
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ning of the Capitol Visitor Center. Prior to her
work with the Guide Services, Tina worked in
my congressional office where she exception-
ally performed a wide range of duties including
legislative correspondence, intern coordinator,
and special events. A former teacher of the
year at Eugene Ashley High School in 2003,
Tina’s love for education, her ability to com-
municate effectively, and her passion for serv-
ing her nation will be our loss. We wish her
and her family the best as they move to the
next chapter in their lives. In closing, let me
enter into the record a poem written by Bert
Caswell, one of the Capitol Guide Service em-
ployees that capsulates the admiration for a
job well done by Tina.

This poem was penned in honor of Tina
Peason, of The United States Capitol Guides
Service by Albert Caswell. Tina is moving
back to North Carolina to be with her family
for the most important job one could have

. to raise a family. We will miss you,

Tina. . .

You pulled us up

but, never down!

As in all of us,

but the good you found!

You made us better,

you made us sound. . .

You showed us all how to lead,

as you gave to us all that we need!

All so we could succeed!

All in your quiet grace,

all in your kind and caring face. . .

There for us!

As you cared for us!

For you, we wanted to succeed!

But, when that baby came. . .

I'd knew for sure so soon we’d miss your
name!

For an artist can but paint one canvas at a
time!

And greatest gift to our world to find!

Is to but to give to this our world,

a happy, healthy, and wonderful little girl to
find. . .

Who will grow up to be, a treasure in our
world you see!

Marleigh . . . Marleigh

Our loss is now but your fine gain. . .

A wonderful Mother to love you, and paint
your life scenes!

And Tina, today as you leave,

look back, on Freedom’s face a tear you’ll
see!

You pulled us up!

———

CELEBRATING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF TITLE IX OF THE
EDUCATION AMENDMENTS OF
1972 AND RECOGNIZING THE
NEED TO CONTINUE PURSUING
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS

SPEECH OF

HON. MAXINE WATERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, throughout this
Nation’s history there has been an undeniable
struggle to insure that the American dream of
liberty and justice for all becomes the Amer-
ican reality. For the current reality is one of a
country tainted with prejudice; a country in
which discrimination based on race, sex, and
class permeates every aspect of our society.
Still, throughout history there have been those
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who have fought with courage and conviction
for justice and equity, and it is because of
them that we as a Nation have progressed.

The late Congresswoman Patsy Takemoto
Mink is one such person. Today | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 406 which celebrates the accom-
plishments of Congresswoman Mink and the
passage of Title IX of the 1972 Education
Amendments. Title IX, also known as the
Equal Opportunity in Education Act, prohibits
discrimination on the basis of sex in the ad-
ministration of education programs.

Congresswoman Mink, a courageous cham-
pion of women’s rights, once declared, “All
persons regardless of their sex, must have
enough opportunities open so that they can
contribute as much to their lives and this soci-
ety as they can.” Mink served 12 terms in this
House representing Hawaii, and throughout
those 12 terms, she was steadfast in her com-
mitment to social justice. Due to her stalwart
conviction, Title IX and its enactment are re-
sponsible for increased educational opportuni-
ties for women and girls. As such, among
women, high school graduation rates have
risen to 85 percent, those earning bachelors
degrees has reached 26 percent, and employ-
ment opportunities are ever improving. It is be-
cause of Title IX that our country’s women and
girls are able to pursue their dreams without
the hindrances of institutionalized oppression.
As a result of Title IX, our women are able to
learn, grow, and thrive unapologetically.

It must, however, be noted that despite this
undeniable progress, there still remains much
work to be done. H.R. 406 enumerates the nu-
merous arenas in which women must still bat-
tle for fair and equitable treatment. To this
day, women are still victims of sexual harass-
ment in the workplace, salary inequality in
comparison to their male counterparts, and
limited access to career opportunities in the
fields of math and science. Let us not become
complacent and find solace in the status quo,
as true equality has yet to be attained.

The 35 years since enactment of Title IX
can be lauded as 35 years of progress. We
must continue to commemorate the legisla-
tures and the legislation that propel our coun-
try forward. We must continue to work towards
a future in which social ills such as bigotry and
sex discrimination are of the past. Let us take
pride in what has been accomplished by pio-
neers such as Congresswoman Mink while
continuing the fight for equality, justice, and
the realization of the American dream.

TRIBUTE TO ANNETTE ROLLE
HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2007

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to pay tribute to a woman who has
dedicated her life to the service of others, An-
nette Rolle. Soon, she will retire after 37 years
at the Cedars Medical Center located in
Miami, FL. Ms. Rolle has served our commu-
nity with great distinction, and for her years of
service, we in South Florida are immeasurably
thankful.

During Ms. Rolle’s 37 years at Cedars Med-
ical Center, she worked as a CRCS Techni-
cian, as the Assistant Director of Central Serv-
ices and as the Central Services Manager.
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She made it her mission to provide a higher
standard of care for people in need. Ms. Rolle
did all of these things out of her genuine care
for people. She provides blood pressure
screening to members of her church and en-
courages others to donate blood and become
organ donors.

Her commitment to service is not only evi-
dent in her professional life but in her personal
life as well; Ms. Rolle has been a faithful
member of Greater New Bethel Baptist
Church, where her Pastor has been Reverend
Dr. G. David Horton, for over twenty years.
She serves as a member of the Pastor’s Aide,
Mission Ministry, Ushers’ Ministry, Nurses’
Guild and Sunday School Ministry.

Annette Rolle is the wife of the late Steven
L. Rolle Jr.; the proud mother of two beautiful
daughters, Alesia Evans and Stephanie S.
Rolle; and the exuberant grandmother of
La’Nesia Smith. Her extended family includes
three stepchildren, Judye, Vonn, and Steven
Rolle 111

Annette Rolle’s compassion and concern for
those less fortunate in our community are vir-
tues that we all should aspire to. Ms. Rolle is
a person of character, who saves lives both
inside and outside of the hospital. Her life is
an example to both young and old that living
a life of purpose is the greatest achievement.
She has given herself tirelessly to her church,
community, and profession. Annette Rolle is a
courageous spirit and is deserving of our ac-
colades.

On behalf of a grateful community, | salute
Annette Rolle. Now, in retirement, she em-
barks upon a new journey, and | wish her
every happiness and success.

————

RECOGNIZING THE HISTORICAL
SIGNIFICANCE OF JUNETEENTH
INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2007

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| am proud to be a co-sponsor of H. Con. Res.
155, a resolution recognizing the historical sig-
nificance of Juneteenth Independence Day.
“Juneteenth” is celebrated annually on June
19th to recognize the full emancipation of
slaves in the State of Texas. President Abra-
ham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Procla-
mation freeing the slaves across the country
on January 1, 1863. Unfortunately, slaves in
Texas did not feel the effect of this monu-
mental decision until 22 years later. The
Emancipation Proclamation had little effect on
African Americans in Texas due to the minimal
number of Union troops that were present in
Texas to enforce the new executive order.

The Union troops led by General Gordon
Granger landed in Galveston, Texas on June
19, 1865. Upon General Granger's arrival
there was massive resistance from the slave
owners, regarding the presence of Union
troops in the State. Despite much opposition,
Union forces soon became strong enough to
influence and overcome that resistance.
Granger said, “The people of Texas are in-
formed that in accordance with a Proclamation
from the Executive of the Untied States, all
slaves are free. This involves an absolute
equality of rights and rights of property be-
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tween former masters and slaves, and the
connection heretofore existing between them
becomes that between employer and free la-
borer.”

Madam Speaker, the injustice that was com-
mitted against the African American slaves
held captive against their will was immense,
as was the injustice committed against those
held past the captivity date. Had General Gor-
don and his troops not taken the initiative to
make the trip to Texas, there is no telling
when these slaves would have realized their
freedom.

| am compelled to recognize the historical
significance of “Juneteenth” because the mon-
umental date of June 19, 1865 represents the
realization of freedom and justice for all. This
date symbolizes the genius of our country’s
struggle to bring about a more perfect union,
a struggle that continues to this very day.
Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port and recognize the historical significance
of the Juneteenth Independence Day.

———

HONORING THE LONG-TERM
RESOURCE MONITORING PROGRAM

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2007

Mr. KIND. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the USGS Upper Midwest Envi-
ronmental Sciences Center Long Term Re-
source Monitoring Program (LTRMP) for the
Cooperative Conservation award they received
from the U.S. Department of Interior.

Established in 1986 through the Water Re-
sources Development Act, the LTRMP plays a
key role in the Environmental Management
Program. It is implemented by the United
States Geological Survey office in Onalaska,
Wisconsin in cooperation with five Upper Mis-
sissippi River States: lllinois, lowa, Minnesota,
Missouri, and Wisconsin.

This model partnership of Federal, State
and local agencies is an integral part of re-
search done on the Upper Mississippi River
System and a prime example of teamwork.

Congress recognized the Upper Mississippi
River System as both a nationally significant
ecosystem and a nationally significant com-
mercial navigation system. Accordingly, the
mission of the Long Term Resource Moni-
toring Program is to provide decision makers
with the information needed to maintain the
Upper Mississippi River System as a viable
multiple-use large river ecosystem. The long-
term goals are to understand the system, de-
termine resource trends and impacts, develop
management alternatives, manage informa-
tion, and develop useful products.

The LTRMP, through six remote State-oper-
ated field stations, has provided critical data
collection, analyses, research and modeling of
the environmental components of vegetation,
water levels and quality, fishes and inverte-
brates. It was one of the pioneers in geo-spa-
tial information systems, documenting land
use and land cover mapping and analysis.
This data is vital for planning, design, and as-
sessment of restoration and rehabilitation
projects. It is the LTRMP that provides a
knowledge base for effective, cost-efficient
habitat projects and then documents their suc-
cess.
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