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office of Second Assistance Presiding Bishop
at the Church of God in Christ Inc.

Madam Speaker, | rise to commend and
congratulate Bishop Phillip Aquilla Brooks on
the occasion of his appointment as Second
Assisting Presiding Bishop of the Church of
God in Christ (C.0.G.I.C).

The third-longest serving Bishop of the
Church of God in Christ in the history of Michi-
gan, Bishop Brooks has served his community
as a local pastor for 50 years and as a juris-
dictional bishop for more than 30 years.

During this time, he has undertaken a num-
ber of initiatives to further the church’s mission
and strengthen it as an institution. Bishop
Brooks organized the first Regional Council of
Bishops, which unites the 12 jurisdictions of
Michigan and Canada and allows them to
work together to develop programs that benefit
the church. He instituted the First Interactive
Ministerial Alliance Meetings, which allow local
pastors to plan and implement their own agen-
das, including workshops, praise and worship,
and resource sharing. Bishop Brooks is re-
sponsible for the purchase and renovation of
Northeast Michigan’s Jurisdictional Cathedral
Center. He also helped establish the nation’s
first Blue Cross/Blue Shield program for local
pastors and C.0.G.I.C’s first Credit Union.

Bishop Brooks has rightly been described
as a man of prayerful reflection, honest dis-
cussion, humility, and mutual respect for all
who have known him. | take great pleasure in
knowing that the members of his church as
well as the citizens of Michigan have benefited
greatly by his guidance. | am confident that
Bishop Brooks will serve the Church of God in
Christ with passion, love, and dedication in
this new capacity.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Bishop Brooks as he
takes on this new role of leadership. Bishop
Brooks is truly deserving of this high honor, as
well as our respect and admiration.

———

S. 5, THE STEM CELL RESEARCH
ENHANCEMENT ACT

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in strong support of S. 5,
the Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act and
commend Congresswoman DIANA DEGETTE
and Congressman MICHAEL CASTLE for their
leadership on this important issue.

Today, once again, Congress responds to
the priorities and needs of the American peo-
ple, in bringing forward a bill to expand feder-
ally-funded embryonic stem cell research.

S. 5 is supported by 72 percent of the
American public, including over 200 patient
groups, universities, and scientific societies. It
has also been endorsed by more than 75 na-
tional and local newspapers, and 80 Nobel
Laureates.

This bipartisan legislation will provide hope
and opportunity for millions of Americans suf-
fering from chronic and life-threatening health
conditions. | have voted to expand this critical
research 4 times. It is time for the President
to listen to the American people and the ma-
jority of Congress and to sign this bill into law.

Recent research has shown that scientists
have been able to create pluripotent stem
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cells from mouse skin cells. This is an exciting
development, and should be pursued in con-
junction with embryonic stem cell research.
We should support and pursue all ethical, life-
saving research.

The expansion of funding to stem cell re-
search has the power to make a real dif-
ference in the lives of Americans. | urge my
colleagues to join me in supporting S. 5.

HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF
MYROSLAVA GONGADZE

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the accomplishment of
Myroslava Gongadze of Arlington, Virginia and
a proud member of our civil service. Ms.
Gongadze serves as the leading spokes-
person for American values in Ukraine, help-
ing to move the nation in a more pro-western
direction.

A native Ukrainian who was granted political
asylum in the United States in 2001 and
began working for Voice of America in 2004,
Myroslava Gongadze is one of the most rec-
ognized journalists and human rights advo-
cates in Europe. This episode during the 2004
elections is just one chapter in her long-run-
ning fight for justice in her homeland and
across the globe.

For 17 days in November 2004, with tem-
peratures below freezing in the central square
in Kiev, Ukraine, a million people stood in a
sea of orange color, protesting fraudulent
presidential elections. Two huge screens
flanked the makeshift stage hooked into
Ukraine’s only independent source of informa-
tion, Channel5 TV. The broadcast they re-
ceived was from the Voice of America’s Wash-
ington studio, and the face they saw was
Myroslava Gongadze. When Ms. Gongadze
reported U.S. Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell's statement that the United States refused
to recognize the falsified election results, it
was one of the watershed moments of
Ukraine’s “Orange Revolution,” which resulted
in the election and peaceful installation of
Viktor Yuschenko as Ukraine’s new President.

While her story is inspirational, the cir-
cumstances that drove Ms. Gongadze to be-
come a political activist are tragic. Her hus-
band Georgy Gongadze was a renowned in-
vestigative journalist who exposed corruption
and cronyism in the administration of the
former Ukrainian President. In 2000, he was
murdered by government police. Since his
death, she has made it her mission to promote
freedom of speech, the rights of journalists
and the need to bring corrupt officials to jus-
tice.

She has pursued her agenda by working
with many different organizations, including
the European Court for Human Rights, the Or-
ganization for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope and the Committee to Protect Journalists.
She even created the Gongadze Foundation,
a nongovernmental organization working to
protect journalists’ rights and political freedom.
However, the organization that has given her
the platform to make her biggest impact has
been the Voice of America.

Madam Speaker, | commend Ms. Gongadze
for her leadership, and | am proud to have her
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live in Virginia’s 8th Congressional District as
she contributes to the greatest civil service in
the world. | wish her all the best in her future
endeavors.

TRIBUTE REGARDING THE 65TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE
OF MIDWAY

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, our Nation
recently commemorated the 65th Anniversary
of the Battle of Midway. Let me take this op-
portunity to reiterate the importance of that
battle and remember the Americans who lost
their lives in the defense of a small island
northwest of Hawaii.

Between June 4 and June 7, 1942, the
United States Navy defeated a Japanese at-
tack against the Midway Atoll in what has
come to be called the Battle of Midway. The
battle was a decisive victory for Americans
and is widely regarded as the most important
naval engagement of World War Il and a crit-
ical turning point in the Pacific Theater.

During the battle, 307 Americans lost their
lives. We remember the sacrifices made by
those men. They gave their lives for the cause
of freedom. Through their actions, the war was
won and peace preserved. We will not soon
forget them.

At this time, it is also important to pause to
remember the contributions of the many thou-
sands of American sailors who participated in
the Battle of Midway and survived. They—like
so many of their generation—were touched by
the ravages of war and continue to wear their
scars. We owe them a debt of gratitude we
cannot soon repay except by remembering
their struggle, honoring their sacrifice, and
continuing to keep in our thoughts those
Americans who maintain our Nation’s tradition
of military excellence by serving with valor and
distinction today.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE NATIONAL
DAIRY EQUITY ACT OF 2007

HON. JOHN M. McHUGH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, | rise today
with my colleague from New York, Mr. REY-
NOLDS, to introduce the National Dairy Equity
Act of 2007 (NDEA), which is designed to es-
tablish a minimum price for fluid milk and cre-
ate a market-based safety net for dairy farm-
ers.

| greatly appreciate the men and women
who work the extremely hard and long hours
needed to produce milk, butter, cheese, ice
cream, non-fat dry milk, and yogurt. Thus, |
would like to begin by noting that June is
Dairy Month. It is hard to overstate how impor-
tant dairy is to the United States economy, nor
for that matter, how important dairy is to the
economies of New York and its 23rd Congres-
sional District, which | represent. In fact, in
2006, New York was the Nation’s third largest
dairy state; it accounted for about 7 percent
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(638,000 head) of the Nation’s milk cows, 6.7
percent (12.04 billion pounds) of total milk pro-
duction, and 6.9 percent ($1.6 billion) of total
cash receipts from milk marketing. The impor-
tance of dairy to New York’s 23rd District is
readily apparent when one considers that the
2002 Census of Agriculture reported there
were 1,989 dairy farms with 188,305 milk
cows in the 11 counties that comprise the Dis-
trict.

| also appreciate the fact that the Milk In-
come Loss Contract (MILC) has provided
about $230 million in much-needed support to
New York dairy farmers over the past 5 fiscal
years and | know my constituent farmers do
as well. Moreover, it is critical that the 2007
Farm Bill continue to provide dairy farmers
with some form of income support. While | ap-
preciate the support provided through MILC,
the NDEA is an alternative that could help to
provide additional support to American farmers
with greater stability and at less cost to the
taxpayer.

The NDEA would establish 5 Regional Dairy
Marketing Areas (RDMA); the Intermountain,
Midwest, Northeast, Pacific, and Southern.
The Midwest, Northeast, and Southern regions
would automatically be included as partici-
pating regions while the Intermountain and Pa-
cific regions would have the ability to opt into
the program.

In each region, a Regional Dairy Board
would establish the minimum or over-order
price for Class | (fluid) milk; that price would
then have to be approved by farmers through
a referendum. In the first year, the maximum
price that a Board could establish is capped at
$17.50 per hundredweight (cwt.), but there-
after the price could rise based on the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI).

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, | took a
leave of absence on June 18, 2007, as | was
attending to personal business. The following
list describes how | would have voted had |
been in attendance today.

“Aye”—H. Con. Res. 21, calling on the
United Nations Security Council to charge Ira-
nian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad with
violating the 1948 Convention on the Preven-
tion and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide
and the United Nations Charter because of his
calls for the destruction of the State of Israel.

“Aye”—H. Con. Res. 151, noting the dis-
turbing pattern of kilings of dozens of inde-
pendent journalists in Russia over the last
decade, and calling on Russian President
Vladimir Putin to authorize cooperation with
outside investigators in solving those murders.

“Aye”—H. Res. 233, recognizing over 200
years of sovereignty of the Principality of
Liechtenstein, and expressing support for ef-
forts by the United States to continue to
strengthen its relationship with that country.
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REMEMBERING MINNESOTA’S
“GREATEST GENERATION” AS
MINNESOTA COMMEMORATES

STATE WORLD WAR II MEMO-
RIAL

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, it is my distinct honor to rise in trib-
ute to the “Greatest Generation” of Minneso-
tans. On June 9, 2007, an estimated 12,000
Minnesotans gathered on the state capitol
grounds to offer this long-overdue commemo-
ration for our State’s World War Il veterans.

The Minnesota World War Il Memorial has
an honored place, reflecting the sacrifices of
those who served and those who died to pro-
tect our freedom. It provides a solemn re-
minder of past great sacrifices on behalf of our
nation, but also gives us an important oppor-
tunity to properly thank the brave men and
women in uniform fighting every day around
the world.

Six decades ago, 16 million fought for free-
dom in the war, and more than 400,000 died.
Although fought “over there,” World War I
had immense local impact. Approximately
326,000 Minnesota men and women enlisted
in the military, leaving school, jobs and fami-
lies behind. Nearly 6000 Minnesotans died.
The war touched every life in some way as
countless more men, women and children
supported the war from the home front.

On May 29, 2004, | had the great honor of
joining many of Minnesota’s World War |l vet-
erans and their families in Washington, DC for
the dedication of the National World War ||
Memorial. These veterans exemplify the spirit
and sacrifice of America’s Greatest Genera-
tion. My father served in the Armed Services
during World War |l, so this dedication is es-
pecially meaningful to me. As an auxiliary
member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and
the American Legion, | remain committed to
ensuring that all our veterans receive the ben-
efits and honor that they have earned.

Madam Speaker, please join with me and all
Minnesotans in paying tribute to the Greatest
Generation. They deserve our highest respect,
gratitude and the support they were promised.

————

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF EDWARD MESSMER

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the accomplishment of Ed-
ward Messmer of Alexandria, Virginia for his
service to the U.S. Department of State as
Special Assistant to the Ambassador of Leb-
anon. In his official duties he was directly re-
sponsible for his efforts in providing fuel re-
serves into Lebanon during the 2006 conflict,
which kept major power plants open, averting
a health catastrophe.

In July and August of 2006, the staff of the
U.S. Embassy in Beirut found itself at the cen-
ter of a major conflict when war broke out be-
tween Hizbollah fighters and Israeli forces.
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The embassy received a great deal of atten-
tion for its work to mitigate the damage in-
flicted by the war. None was more important
than the work done by Mr. Messmer to help
move vital fuel past blockades and into Leb-
anon, maintaining power across the country.

Once the war began, a naval blockade was
established around Lebanon to prevent the im-
port of weapons, fuel and other support for the
citizens of Lebanon. As a result, fuel stocks
quickly plummeted at the country’s three pri-
mary power plants. The plants were soon left
with only a few days’ worth of reserves. A
continued interruption would have meant no
water for essential services, hospitals and
schools. Serving as the acting chief of the po-
litical section at the embassy, Mr. Messmer
made it his personal mission to avert the de-
veloping crisis.

Mr. Messmer had to address multiple
logistical and political challenges to get fuel
past the blockade. The ship owners who car-
ried the fuel didn’t want to risk running the
naval blockade, the Israeli forces wanted as-
surances that the fuel stocks would not be di-
verted to Hizbollah. Additionally, funding for
the fuel needed to be secured from the weak-
ening government of Lebanon. For three
straight weeks, Mr. Messmer coordinated, per-
suaded and guided all of these disparate par-
ties to a solution. He was in constant contact
with the Lebanese government, U.S. embas-
sies in Cyprus and Israel, ship owners, insur-
ers and various offices in the Pentagon and
the State Department.

Mr. Messmer’s efforts paid off with the initial
shipment of 56,000 tons of fuel to the about-
to-close power facility just north of Beirut. His
hard work enabled the country’s entire elec-
trical grid to remain operational until additional
deliveries were sent over the next several
weeks. Not only did Mr. Messmer’s work help
avert a humanitarian crisis; it also took away
a potential propaganda tool from Hizbollah,
which could have blamed the fuel crisis on the
United States and its allies. For his contribu-
tion, Mr. Messmer was nominated for the Part-
nership for Public Service’s International Af-
fairs Medal.

Madam Speaker, | commend Mr. Messmer
for his leadership, and | am proud to have him
live in Virginia’s 8th Congressional District and
contributing to the greatest civil service in the
world. | wish him all the best in his future en-
deavors.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR BRIAN SHARP

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it has
come to my attention that Major Brian P.
Sharp will be leaving his position as Assistant
Marine Corps Liaison to the House of Rep-
resentatives and will be continuing his military
education at the Command and Staff College
in Quantico, Virginia.

Major Sharp has been a valuable asset to
the Marines since his enlistment in the Marine
Corps Reserve in 1991. He attended the
School of Infantry, Camp Geiger, MCB Camp
Lejeune where he received the MOS of 0341
mortar man. He was assigned to Company G,
2nd Battalion, 25th Marines for 4 years and
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