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HONORING DR. FRED P. CARTER

HON. RON LEWIS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 5, 2007

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to Dr. Fred P. Carter,
a resident of my congressional district who re-
cently announced his plans to retire as Super-
intendent of the Glasgow Independent School
District.

For the past 34 years, Dr. Carter has made
educating the children of the Commonwealth
his top priority. The Glasgow School District
has experienced remarkable growth during his
tenure resulting in steady student grade im-
provement. Student performance on Ken-
tucky’s CATS test has improved each of the
five years he was in charge, climbing into the
state’s top ten three years ago. Dr. Carter also
oversaw the construction of the Highland Ele-
mentary School in Glasgow and the instillation
of interactive classroom technology in every
school across the district.

In retirement, Dr. Carter plans to con-
centrate on other aspects of his life including
his faith and his family. On behalf of countless
friends and neighbors in the Glasgow area, |
would like to thank Dr. Carter for his many
selfless years of service to Kentucky school
children.

It is my great privilege to recognize Dr. Fred
P. Carter today, before the entire House of
Representatives, for his indelible contributions
to the Barren County community. He is an out-
standing American worthy of our collective
honor and appreciation. | ask my colleagues
to join me in wishing Dr. Carter a very happy
and healthy retirement.

BRAVO TO THE AUSSIES
HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 5, 2007

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, one of my
constituents, Rip Kirby, sent me the following
article and asked that it be placed in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD.

Mr. Kirby was the Founder of the Baseball
Chapel for the minor leagues of professional
baseball. He is a respected Christian leader
and an outstanding American.

Many people in this Country and really all
over the world are becoming fed up with “po-
litical correctness.”

| would like to call this article to the attention
of my colleagues and other readers of the
RECORD.

BRAVO TO THE AUSSIES

I had seen this before, but felt it worth
sending again and again to see if our govern-
ment can have the guts to follow suit.

If anyone has a link to the White House,
send it. Though doubt that anything will be
done. But maybe in time we can make a dif-
ference with as many decent politicians we
can elect.

This country needs to get God and human
decency back into our society and stop let-
ting others take advantage of our freedoms.

I and most Americans see nothing wrong
with the stance that Australia has taken.
They deserve our applause.
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Muslims who want to live under Islamic
Sharia law were told on Wednesday to get
out of Australia, as the government targeted
radicals in a bid to head off potential terror
attacks.

A day after a group of mainstream Muslim
leaders pledged loyalty to Australia and her
Queen at a special meeting with Prime Min-
ister John Howard, he and his Ministers
made it clear that extremists would face a
crackdown. Treasurer Peter Costello, seen as
heir apparent to Howard, hinted that some
radical clerics could be asked to leave the
country if they did not accept that Australia
was a secular state, and its laws were made
by parliament. ‘‘If those are not your values,
if you want a country which has Sharia law
or a theocratic state, then Australia is not
for you”’, he said on National Television.

“I’d be saying to clerics who are teaching
that there are two laws governing people in
Australia: one the Australian law and an-
other Islamic law, that is false. If you can’t
agree with parliamentary law, independent
courts, democracy, and would prefer Sharia
law and have the opportunity to go to an-
other country, which practices it, perhaps,
then, that’s a better option’’, Costello said.

Asked whether he meant radical clerics
would be forced to leave, he said those with
dual citizenship could possibly be asked to
move to the other country. Education Min-
ister Brendan Nelson later told reporters
that Muslims who did not want to accept
local values should ‘‘clear off. Basically peo-
ple who don’t want to be Australians, and
who don’t want to live by Australian values
and understand them, well then, they can ba-
sically clear off’, he said.

Separately, Howard angered some Aus-
tralian Muslims on Wednesday by saying he
supported spy agencies monitoring the na-
tion’s mosques.

Quote: “IMMIGRANTS, NOT AUS-
TRALIANS, MUST ADAPT. Take It or Leave
It. I am tired of this nation worrying about
whether we are offending some individual or
their culture. Since the terrorist attacks on
Bali, we have experienced a surge in patriot-
ism by the majority of Australians.”

‘“‘However, the dust from the attacks had
barely settled when the ‘politically correct’
crowd began complaining about the possi-
bility that our patriotism was offending oth-
ers. I am not against immigration, nor do I
hold a grudge against anyone who is seeking
a better life by coming to Australia.” ‘“‘How-
ever, there are a few things that those who
have recently come to our country, and ap-
parently some born here, need to under-
stand.” ‘‘This idea of Australia being a
multi-cultural community has served only to
dilute our sovereignty and our national iden-
tity. And as Australians, we have our own
culture, our own society, our own language
and our own lifestyle.” ‘““This culture has
been developed over two centuries of strug-
gles, trials and victories by millions of men
and women who have sought freedom” “We
speak mainly English, not Spanish, Leba-
nese, Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, Russian, or
any other language. Therefore, if you wish to
become part of our society ... Learn the
language!”’

“Most Australians believe in God. This is
not some Christian, right wing, political
push, but a fact, because Christian men and
women, on Christian principles, founded this
nation, and this is clearly documented. It is
certainly appropriate to display it on the
walls of our schools. If God offends you, then
I suggest you consider another part of the
world as your new home, because God is part
of our culture.” “We will accept your beliefs,
and will not question why. All we ask is that
you accept ours, and live in harmony and
peaceful enjoyment with us.”

“If the Southern Cross offends you, or you
don’t like ‘A Fair Go’’, then you should seri-
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ously consider a move to another part of this
planet. We are happy with our culture and
have no desire to change, and we really don’t
care how you did things where you came
from. By all means, keep your culture, but
do not force it on others. ‘“This is Our Coun-
try, Our Land, and Our Lifestyle, and we will
allow you every opportunity to enjoy all
this. But once you are done complaining,
whining, and griping about Our Flag, Our
Pledge, Our Christian beliefs, or Our Way of
Life, I highly encourage you take advantage
of one other great Australian freedom, ‘The
Right To Leave’.”

“If you aren’t happy here then Leave. We
didn’t force you to come here. You asked to
be here. So accept the country You accept-
ed.”

Maybe if we circulate this amongst our-
selves, American citizens will find the back-
bone to start speaking and voicing the same
truths!

———

NICOLAS E. BENNETT FOR THE
AWARD OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 5, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Nicolas E. Bennett, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 444, and by earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Nicolas has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
years Nicolas has been involved in scouting,
he has earned 30 merit badges and held nu-
merous leadership positions, serving as Troop
Quartermaster, and Patrol Leader. Parker is
also a member of the Tribe of Mic-O-Say, he
chose the name of Fast Cheetah, and
achieved the rank of Fire Builder.

For his Eagle Scout project, Nicolas helped
with the re-construction of a Rosary Garden
for St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church of
Gladstone, MO.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Nicolas Bennett, for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LAS VEGAS
SPRINGS PRESERVE PROJECT

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 5, 2007

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, today |
urge my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the Las Vegas Springs Preserve project, and
how this one-of-a-kind interactive, historical
and educational facility will forever preserve
and sustain the original springs where Las
Vegas was established.

When it opens in June, this $250 million
non-gaming cultural and historical attraction
will offer a fun, educational and recreational
gathering place to commemorate Las Vegas’
dynamic history and provide a vision for a sus-
tainable future. The Preserve will feature a se-
ries of historic museums, galleries, outdoor
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concerts, events, an interpretive trail system, a
botanical garden and the Nevada State Mu-
seum and Historical Society where Nevadans
and tourists alike will find a unique, edu-
cational experience about the history of Las
Vegas.

Seeking the rich California coast, Spanish
traders of the early 19th Century forged a path
west that became known as the Old Spanish
Trail. Upon discovering a vale of sanctuary,
they named it “Las Vegas”"—Spanish for “The
Meadows.” In the years that followed, the Las
Vegas Springs welcomed weary travelers, ex-
plorers, traders, settlers and Mormon mission-
aries—all of them drawn here by one common
denominator—water from the springs.

Enticing many to remain and make use of
its waters, land near the springs was pur-
chased by the railroad, which created the Las
Vegas town site. It was water from the natural
springs that powered the railroads’ steam lo-
comotives. In later years, the Nevada Legisla-
ture created the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict. Among the Water District’s inherited hold-
ings was the Las Vegas Springs property.

In 1978, the 180-acre Springs Preserve, lo-
cated approximately three miles west of down-
town Las Vegas, was listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. The site rep-
resents one of the richest and most unique
cultural and biological resources in Southern
Nevada. As the largest commercial straw-bale
construction project in the United States, the
Preserve is erecting seven new green build-
ings intended to join an elite list of buildings
nationwide that have achieved “Platinum”
Leadership in Energy and Environmental De-
sign (LEED) certification from the U.S. Green
Building Council (USGBC).

Today, the Springs Preserve site is still
owned by the Water District—a steward of
water resources in the Valley for more than 50
years. During this time, human progress has
surrounded this timeless plot of land, but oper-
ational wells and water distribution facilities
saved the site from development. The Las
Vegas Valley Water District and the Springs
Preserve Foundation have formed a public-pri-
vate partnership that will serve as a unique
model for teaching cultural and environmental
sustainability. Beginning next month, the story
of the Las Vegas Springs will be told through
both guided and self-guided tours, interpretive
stations and several museum galleries.

As the representative of Nevada’s First Con-
gressional District, it gives me immense pride
to recognize this outstanding and unique edu-
cational facility in the heart of my congres-
sional district. With this example of pioneering
preservation, sustainable construction and in-
novative education, visitors to the Las Vegas
Springs Preserve will be inspired by what they
see and be motivated to implement the ideals
of preserving our past, while simultaneously
creating a livable future.

Again, | proudly urge my colleagues to join
me in honoring this outstanding public-private
educational facility.

————

LIEUTENANT COLONEL ANDREW
WEATHERSTONE

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 5, 2007

Mr. ORTIZ. Madam Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Major Andrew Weatherstone on the
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occasion of his promotion to Lieutenant Colo-
nel on June 1, 2007. Andy is an Army Fellow
in my Congressional office this year, and he is
an extraordinary soldier and human being.

He is a great leader, a motivator of men and
women in his command, a seeker of creative
solutions . . . an officer uniquely suited to the
United States Army at a moment we need all
the great soldiers and officers we can get.

We were lucky to get Andy this year; his
last assignment was in Iraq. So my team and
| have had the benefit of his counsel at a piv-
otal moment in our history, as we seek solu-
tions to the ongoing conflict in Iraq and the
many readiness issues Iraq has highlighted.

A graduate of the University of Tennessee,
with a Masters from the University of Central
Michigan, Andy is a soldier’s soldier. He came
up through the ranks, starting as a platoon
leader and battery officer in 1993, to operating
a 1,200 strong Task Force and a Forward Op-
erating Base in Taji, Iraq, in 2004.

Andy understands the needs of a battlefield
soldier; and he understands the political
machinations that surround the conduct of our
military policy. He may not be patient with
that, but few of us are these days.

He understands that democracy must be
defended; and he knows that democracy
means involving everybody and all opinions in
determining policy.

He knows that freedom is not free, and in
wearing the uniform of the United States he is
one of those paying the price for all our free-
doms on battlefields around the world.

Andy’s story would not be complete without
including his wife, Jennifer, his “champ,” and
their daughters Lauren and Elizabeth. Andy
got to be home when Elizabeth was born this
year.

For all that he has learned in the field, in
combat, in training, and in teaching other sol-
diers . . . LTC Andy Weatherstone will be a
remarkable leader in the U.S. Army.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Andy—and his family—on the occasion
of his promotion to Lieutenant Colonel.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 5, 2007

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, on Tuesday, May 22, 2007,
| was unavoidably detained on official busi-
ness.

| request that the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
reflect that had | been present and voting, |
would have voted as follows: rollcall No. 395:
“No.” On motion to recommit with instructions
(H.R. 1427).

—————

IN LASTING MEMORY OF HAROLD
VENABLE

HON. MIKE ROSS

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 5, 2007

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of Harold Venable, of
Grady, AR, who passed away June 4, 2007,
at the age of 78.
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Mr. Venable had two passions—farming and
public service. He served on the Lincoln
County Quorum Court for 24 years and was a
member of the Grady City Council. Mr.
Venable was a retired farmer recognized as
an accomplished agriculturist who won mul-
tiple awards at the Arkansas State Fair and
was a past recipient of the Farm Family of the
Year Award.

Mr. Venable spent a lifetime giving back to
his community and his dedication and numer-
ous contributions to agriculture will never be
forgotten. Anyone who ever knew him will al-
ways remember his smile and good-natured
spirit as he always made time for anyone who
wanted to talk.

Perhaps most important was Mr. Venable’s
gracious nature which he bestowed upon his
fellow man, something that was deep-seated
in his strong faith. He was an active, lifelong
member of the First Baptist Church of Grady
where he served as a Deacon. In addition, his
humble influence and natural ability to lead
was evident in all he did. He was a charter
member and past President of the Grady
Lion’s Club, a member of the Long Lake
Drainage Board, the Lincoln County Farm Bu-
reau, and the Big Island Hunting Club.

My deepest condolences go to his beloved
wife of 59 years, Charlene Venable of Grady;
his two daughters, Sondra Ashcroft of Pine
Bluff and Billie Issacs of Grady; his three
grandchildren Lee Drake of Star City, Christian
Ashcraft of Pine Bluff and Britten Ashcraft of
Pine Bluff; and to his three brothers Clyde
Venable of Grady, Leonard Venable of Little
Rock, and Robert Venable of Grady. Harold
Venable will be greatly missed in Grady, Lin-
coln County, and throughout the state of Ar-
kansas.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2317, LOBBYING TRANS-
PARENCY ACT OF 2007 AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2316, HONEST LEADERSHIP
AND OPEN GOVERNMENT ACT OF
2007

SPEECH OF

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 24, 2007

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam Speak-
er, today we stand on the verge of passing
two pieces of lobby reform legislation that
mark an important step toward greater trans-
parency and accountability for Congress. This
is a welcome and much-needed response to
the growing dissatisfaction of the American
people, who do not approve of the increasing
role and influence that special interests have
on our democracy. There is, however, much
more that Congress must do.

In the November 2008 election, the Amer-
ican people made it clear that the corruption
that has been seeping into government cannot
be tolerated. It is now the task of Congress to
raise the standards of ethics in lobbying and
campaign finance in order to meet the expec-
tations of the public. We must take action now
to remove the grip that private money has on
our democracy. | urge my colleagues to sup-
port these lobbying reform measures on the
floor today, but believe our work is not yet
done.
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