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other citizens experience when they come to 
their Capitol—the opportunity to view memo-
rials that commemorate the efforts of de-
ceased local residents who have made signifi-
cant contributions to American history,’’ Norton 
said. 
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TRIBUTE TO VALPARAISO HIGH 
SCHOOL AND THOMAS JEFFER-
SON MIDDLE SCHOOL 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride and enthusiasm that I take this 
time to recognize Valparaiso High School and 
Thomas Jefferson Middle School for their in-
volvement in the 23rd Annual Science Olym-
piad National Tournament. Both schools took 
11th place in their divisions at the National 
Science Olympiad competition held in Wichita, 
KS. Valparaiso High School won medals in 
four events by finishing among the top six for 
that event while finishing in the top 10 in 10 
of the tournament’s 23 events. 

The Science Olympiad began when Dr. Ge-
rard J. Putz, Regional Science Consultant for 
Macomb County Intermediate School District 
in Michigan, decided to share the Science 
Olympiad program with Macomb County edu-
cators on March 29, 1982. The invitation was 
prompted by an article published in The 
Science Teacher in December 1977. After a 
few successful tournaments, Dr. Putz was 
convinced to share the program with the rest 
of the Nation, so the Science Olympiad pro-
gram was presented to the Council of State 
Science Supervisors at the National Science 
Teachers Conference in Boston in 1984. 

The mission of the Science Olympiad is ‘‘to 
promote and improve student interest in 
science while improving the quality of K–12 
science education throughout the nation.’’ The 
purpose is to bring science to life and show 
how it works, to emphasize problem solving 
aspects, and to understand all of its concepts. 
The Science Olympiad teaches teamwork and 
cooperative learning strategies and promotes 
high levels of achievement and a commitment 
to excellence. 

The 2007 Science Olympiad team from 
Valparaiso High School consists of: Lani 
Rush, Laurel Peterson, Sonia Phadke, Kristin 
Engerer, Katie Mika, Kate Sanders, Ruth 
Sanders, Rocio Rodea, Melissa Barrie Leh-
man, Ajay Major, Pat Skelton, Jon Gold, Mak 
Hozo, Schuyler DeArmond, Jeff Rinkenberger, 
Joe Kaminski, Ethan Kruse, Evan Gootee, and 
Gianni Galbiati. This team was under the out-
standing guidance of coaches: Jim Young, 
Kristen Philipchuck and Kelly Woods. Several 
of these students received medals for their 
outstanding achievement. In Ecology, Jon 
Gold and Laurel Peterson received fourth 
place medals. Evan Gootee and Ruth Sanders 
received fourth place in Robot Ramble. The 
fifth place medal awarded for Entomology was 
given to Jon Gold and Lani Rush. Also taking 
fifth place medals in the subject of Write It, Do 
It were Ethan Kruse and Kate Sanders. 

The Thomas Jefferson Middle School 
Science Olympiad team of 2007 consists of: 
Kati Manning, Jon Sherrick, Joe Galbiati, Julia 
Young, Matt Kerner, Kathryn Dalzotto, Josh 

Bartusch, Chris Haller, Karl Rinkenberger, 
Katalin Hartman, Alex Robinson-Norris, 
Maddie Woods, Katelyn Neis, Christian Briggs, 
and Jesse Bunchek, as well as student alter-
nates: Brian Kingsbury, Adam Alamillo, Roshni 
Dhoot, Bennet Sanders, Cam Haskett, Nick 
Hartmann, and Daniel Karr. Guiding these ex-
ceptional students were coaches: Richard 
Bender, Carol Haller, Bill Dalzotto, Gwenn 
Rinkenberger, Mary Faith Dalzotto, Becky 
Juergens, Paul Huang, Lynda Galbiati, Diane 
Bernhardt, Molly JolI, Linda Cronk, and Mike 
Haller. 

Several members of the Thomas Jefferson 
Middle School team were awarded medals for 
superior achievement. Kathryn Dalzotto and 
Katelyn Neis won third place in Anatomy. Kati 
Manning and Kathryn Dalzotto also took a 
third place medal for Wheeled Vehicle. A 
fourth place medal was awarded to Chris 
Haller and Karl Rinkenberger for their Balloon 
Launch Glider. For Mission Possible, Chris 
Haller, Kati Manning, and Katalin Hartman all 
took fifth place medals. Roads Scholar 
brought Jon Sherrick and Christian Briggs 
sixth place medals. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great pride that I 
congratulate Valparaiso High School and 
Thomas Jefferson Middle School on their 
great achievement at the 23rd Annual Science 
Olympiad Tournament. I wish them continued 
success. These intelligent young students pos-
sess the work ethic and dedication that will 
make them successful leaders throughout their 
bright futures. I hope the rest of my colleagues 
will join with me in applauding the Science 
Olympiad teams for their commendable ef-
forts. 

TRIBUTE TO BILL WHITE 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I am proud today to congratulate the Honor-
able Bill White, the distinguished mayor of my 
hometown of Houston, TX, on his receipt of 
the 2007 John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage 
Award. 

Mayor White, who has a long history of pub-
lic service as mayor and, previously, as Dep-
uty Secretary of Energy of the United States, 
earned this prestigious award because of his 
heroic work in assisting victims of Hurricane 
Katrina. Following Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, nearly 150,000 evacuees came to Hous-
ton to find temporary housing. Mayor White 
established numerous important programs fol-
lowing these hurricanes that gave evacuees 
the badly needed temporary assistance they 
needed to get back on their feet. 

In September 2005, Mayor White estab-
lished a program giving emergency prescrip-
tions and free medication to evacuees who 
could not afford to purchase them on their 
own. Mayor White also helped establish the 
Houston Katrina/Rita Fund, which provided 
evacuees assistance with groceries, baby care 
products, and other necessities. The mayor 
also worked tirelessly with the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency to establish a for-
malized housing program for evacuees and to 
transition tens of thousands of evacuees from 
hotel rooms to apartments. 

All of the extraordinary work done by Mayor 
White and others helped get tens of thou-

sands of hurricane evacuees back on their 
feet. Already, many of the evacuees who 
stayed temporarily in Houston have returned 
to their permanent places of residence. Many 
of the 300,000 evacuees remaining in Houston 
are in the process of acquiring the stable em-
ployment and housing that will allow them to 
return home. 

Without Mayor White’s extraordinary leader-
ship, the successful transition of untold thou-
sands of victims of Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita would not have been possible. Indeed, 
without his leadership, thousands of people 
would have been left temporarily homeless 
and many of the most vulnerable could have 
easily lost their lives. 

In this situation, Mayor White’s leadership 
was not without risk. Over the past 2 years, 
the mayor has frequently faced criticism for 
using the city’s resources to help those who 
have come from the Gulf Coast in dire need 
of assistance. Yet, in the face of such risks, 
Mayor White has unflinchingly done what is 
just and right for those innocent victims of 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 

The John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage 
Award is one of the most prestigious honors 
that can be earned by our public servants. 
With his receipt of this award, Mayor White 
joins an extraordinary group of recipients that 
has included Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin, 
former United Nations Secretary General Kofi 
Annan and several of my esteemed col-
leagues in the U.S. Congress. Mayor White’s 
heroic actions in the wake of Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita certainly merit his inclusion in 
this select group. 

I applaud Mayor White and all of my fellow 
Houstonians for their terrific work in helping 
those victims of horrific natural disasters in 
their time of greatest need. I congratulate 
Mayor White on his receipt of the prestigious 
Profile in Courage Award, an award that is 
very well deserved. 
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BRADY CARTER WOODHOUSE 
MAKES HIS MARK ON THE WORLD 

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Brad Woodhouse for-
mally of my staff and his wife Jessica on the 
birth of their first child, Master Brady Carter 
Woodhouse. Brady was born on May 23, 
2007, and weighed 8 pounds 2 ounces. Faye 
joins me in wishing Brad and Jessica great 
happiness upon this new addition to their fam-
ily. A Raleigh native, Brad served as my Agri-
culture Legislative Assistant, Senior Legislative 
Assistant and press secretary and will always 
remain a member of Team Etheridge. 

As a father and grandfather, I know the joy, 
pride, and excitement that parents experience 
upon the entrance of their child into the world. 
Representing hope, goodness, and innocence, 
a newborn allows those around him to see the 
world through his eyes as a new, fresh place 
with unending possibilities for the future. 
Through a child, one is able to recognize and 
appreciate the full potential of the human race. 
I know Brad and Jessica look forward to the 
changes and challenges that their new son will 
bring to their lives while taking pleasure in the 
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many rewards they are sure to receive as they 
watch him grow. 

I welcome young Brady into the world and 
wish Brad and Jessica all the best as they 
raise him. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR DR. HALEH 
ESFANDIERI 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, 
on December 30,2006, Dr. Haleh Esfandieri, a 
prominent Iranian-American scholar, was in 
Iran to visit her sick 93-year-old mother when 
she was stopped by the Iranian authorities. 

What followed was nearly 5 months of a se-
ries of intense interrogations and pressure tac-
tics where she was harassed, threatened, and 
forced to make false statements against her 
employer, the Woodrow Wilson Center for 
International Scholars. On May 8, she was 
again detained and imprisoned. 

Her arrest and detention has angered ana-
lysts, human rights groups and lawmakers 
throughout the world. Yet still, the Iranian re-
gime refuses to release her, claiming she is a 
spy who was plotting to overthrow the Iranian 
government. 

I would like to submit a statement issued 
from the Woodrow Wilson Center for Inter-
national Scholars on May 21, 2007 for the 
record. 

Madam Speaker, these charges are a farce. 
Professor Esfandieri is an accomplished schol-
ar of Persian literature, language and history 
who taught at Princeton University before be-
coming the Director of the Woodrow Wilson 
Center for International Scholars Middle East 
Program. Her husband, Mr. Shaul Bakhash, is 
a professor at George Mason University of 
Fairfax, VA. The Woodrow Wilson Center is a 
non-profit, non-partisan organization whose 
work is to research and foster dialogue within 
the scholarly world on current and future pub-
lic policy issues. 

Dr. Esfandieri’s tireless dedication to teach-
ing and advocating on behalf of Iran is clear. 
She has focused on building bridges and 
opening doors for peace in the Middle East. 
She has sought to facilitate and strengthen 
Iranian-American relations through numerous 
seminars, lectures and workshops with edu-
cators, policymakers and groups from both 
countries and has pressed wider freedoms to 
communicate about our common bonds and 
negotiate over our disagreements. 

Like thousands of other Iranians living 
abroad, Professor Esfandieri is an academic 
who took a personal trip to see her family. If 
she as one individual scholar threatens this re-
gime so much that they have to interrogate 
her for almost five months and detain her in a 
notorious prison cell known for human rights 
abuses, then one has to assume this regime 
is desperate to retain whatever control it can. 

Today, the Iranian leadership’s lack of cour-
age and conscience is as clear as it is dis-
appointing. 

It is evident that this regime is criminalizing 
scholarly work of any kind, despite the fact 
that Iran’s very own history is filled with cen-
turies of scholarly research and discovery. 
This regime’s egregious decision to imprison 

Dr. Esfandieri reflects a deepening departure 
from the values and ideals the Iranian people 
have historically prided themselves on. 

Iran’s renowned nationalist Prime Minister 
Mohammed Mossadegh once said ‘‘There is 
no better way to govern Iran than democracy 
and social justice!’’ 

Professor Esfandieri should be released im-
mediately. Every day she is so unjustly de-
tained, Iran proves the case of its detractors 
and makes it all the more difficult for institu-
tions like Dr. Esfandieri’s Wilson Center to 
treat the Iranian people with the respect that 
should be afforded to an historic civilization 
and citizenship of 70 million people. 
STATEMENT ON THE ARREST IN TEHRAN OF 

HALEH ESFANDIARI, DIRECTOR OF THE WOOD-
ROW WILSON CENTER’S MIDDLE EAST PRO-
GRAM 
Haleh Esfandiari, director of the Middle 

East Program at the Woodrow Wilson Inter-
national Center for Scholars, and a dual Ira-
nian-American national, was arrested in 
Tehran on May 8 and incarcerated in the 
Evin Prison. 

The background to this entirely unjusti-
fied arrest is as follows: 

TIME LINE OF EVENTS 
December 21, 2006, Haleh Esfandiari, direc-

tor of the Middle East Program at the Wood-
row Wilson International Center for Schol-
ars, and a dual Iranian-American national, 
traveled from Washington D.C. to Tehran, 
Iran to visit her 93-year-old mother for one 
week. 

On December 30, 2006, on her way to the 
airport to catch a flight back to Washington, 
the taxi in which Dr. Esfandiari was riding 
was stopped by three masked, knife-wielding 
men. They threatened to kill her, and they 
took away all of her belongings, including 
her Iranian and American passports. 

On January 3, when applying for replace-
ment Iranian travel documents at the pass-
port office, Dr. Esfandiari was invited to an 
‘‘interview’’ by a man from Iran’s Ministry 
of Intelligence. 

Beginning on January 4, she was subjected 
to a series of interrogations that stretched 
out over the next six weeks, sometimes con-
tinuing for as many as four days a week, and 
sometimes stretching across seven and eight 
hours in a single day. Dr. Esfandiari went 
home every evening, but the interrogations 
were unpleasant and not free from intimida-
tion and threat. 

The questioning focused almost entirely on 
the activities and programs of the Middle 
East Program at the Wilson Center. Dr. 
Esfandiari answered all questions fully; when 
she could not remember details of programs 
stretching back five and even eight years, 
the staff at the Wilson Center provided her 
all the information requested. As a public or-
ganization, all Wilson Center activities are 
on the public record. Repeatedly during the 
interrogation, she was pressured to make a 
false confession or to falsely implicate the 
Wilson Center in activities in which it had 
no part, but she refused. 

On Friday, January 15, in the third week of 
interrogations, Dr. Esfandiari was told 
(misleadingly as it turned out) the ques-
tioning was over. On January 18, the interro-
gator and three other men showed up at Dr. 
Esfandiari’s mother’s apartment. Dr. 
Esfandiari was taking a nap and was startled 
to wake up and see the door to her bedroom 
open, her privacy violated, and three strange 
men, one of them wielding a video-camera, 
staring into her bedroom. 

On February 14, the lengthy interrogations 
stopped. 

On February 17, Haleh received one threat-
ening phone call, and then she did not hear 

anything from her interrogators for ten 
weeks. 

On February 20, Lee Hamilton, president 
and director of the Wilson Center, wrote to 
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
asking that Dr. Esfandiari be allowed to 
travel. However, President Ahmadinejad did 
not reply to the letter. 

At the end of April or early May, she was 
telephoned once again and invited to ‘‘co-
operate.’’ In effect, she was being asked to 
make a confession. She refused to make the 
false statements. 

On Monday, May 7 she was summoned to 
the Ministry of Intelligence once again. 
When she arrived for her appointment on 
Tuesday morning, May 8th, she was put into 
a car and taken to Evin prison. She was in-
carcerated and was allowed only one phone 
call to her mother. 

On May 9 she called her mother asking her 
to bring her clean clothes and her medicine. 
Her mother delivered the small package at 
Evin Prison on May 10, but was not allowed 
to see her. 

On May 12, the hard-line daily ‘‘Kayhan’’ 
in an article accused Dr. Esfandiari of work-
ing with the U.S. and Israeli governments 
and with involvement in efforts to topple 
Iran’s Islamic regime. 

On May 15, Iranian judiciary spokesman 
Ali Reza Jamshidi said that Dr. Esfandiari 
was being investigated for crimes against na-
tional security and that her case was being 
handled by the Intelligence Ministry. 

On May 15, Haleh made a brief telephone 
call to her mother. 

On May 16, Haleh’s family retained the 
legal services of Nobel Peace Laureate 
Shirin Ebadi to represent her. 

On May 17, in an interview with Wash-
ington Post Staff Writer Robin Wright, 
Shirin Ebadi indicated that the Iranian gov-
ernment has rejected her request to rep-
resent Dr. Esfandiari. She also noted the 
court refused information on the legal 
charges against Dr. Esfandiari, and denied 
her legal team the ability to see Haleh. 

On May 21 state-run television broadcasts 
in Iran indicated that Haleh is being charged 
with seeking to topple the government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. 

Our efforts to obtain Haleh’s release will 
continue and will be redoubled. She will be 
in our thoughts and prayers every day. 

f 

TRIBUTE HONORING LIEUTENANT 
MARTIN CUELLAR, JR., ON HIS 
RETIREMENT 

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Lieutenant Martin Cuellar, Jr., 
on his retirement from the Texas State Depart-
ment of Public Safety, where he served in law 
enforcement for the past 25 years. 

Lieutenant Cuellar has an extensive back-
ground in criminal justice and has trained with 
the Webb County Basic Peace Officer Training 
Academy, and the Department of Public Safe-
ty Trooper Academy. He is a graduate of the 
Northwestern University School of Police Staff 
and Command and earned an Associate of 
Applied Science in Criminal Justice from La-
redo Community College. His criminal justice 
background helped him serve as a lieutenant 
with the Department of Public Safety in the 
narcotics service as a part of the Directed In-
telligence Group, and as deputy sheriff with 
the Webb County Sheriff’s Department. 
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