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Treasurer of the Worcester City Computer So-
ciety, Bee School Director of the Worcester
City Beekeepers Association, and Ride Direc-
tor for the Seven Hills Wheelman. Roger was
also involved with Auburn Youth and Family
Services, serving on the Advisory Board,
Board of Directors, as President-elect, and as
President. While working with Auburn Youth
and Family Services, Roger helped extend the
services provided by the agency. He has also
continued to work with the Episcopal Church,
serving on the Episcopalian Church Diocesan
Evangelism Committee, as Dean of the Dean-
ery, on the Bishops Standing Committee,
Revisioning Committee, and the Diocesan
Reconciliation Committee.

Diana has also been active in Auburn. She
worked with Auburn Youth and Family Serv-
ices as a tutor, mentor, and with the Peaceful
Pals and the Family to Family Mentoring pro-
grams. She has also worked as a secretary
for three churches and as the co-director for a
vacation Bible School.

The Senechals have embarked together on
many volunteer efforts. They have worked for
the St. Thomas Episcopal Church through Au-
burn Youth and Family Services, which pro-
vides dinners for conflict resolution groups and
the Auburn Comes Together program, along
with providing funding for summer camps.
They were involved with the Boy Scouts of
America, Diana serving as a Den leader and
Roger as a Merit Badge Counselor. They have
also been involved in Habitat for Humanity
and the Auburn Youth Peace Vigils.

Roger and Diana have worked tirelessly for
the betterment of their community and have
served their faith admirably. Their achieve-
ments must not go unrecognized, although
they humbly assert, “God gets the credit.” The
Senechals have touched countless people and
dedicated their lives in the service of others.
Their altruism deserves to be honored.

Madam Speaker, | am sure the entire U.S.
House of Representatives joins me in thanking
Roger and Diana Senechal for their wonderful
contributions to the community.

———

TRIBUTE TO MIKE ALLEN

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2007

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mr. Mike Allen, the former President
and CEO of the McAllen Economic Develop-
ment Corporation (MEDC) for his exemplary
leadership in fostering the economic growth of
the City of McAllen in South Texas.

Mr. Allen was responsible for the manage-
ment of the McAllen Foreign Trade Zone, one
of the largest inland ports in the United States
responsible for over one billion dollars worth in
commerce annually. He is currently on the
Board of Regents for South Texas College
and chairman of the Texas Border Infrastruc-
ture Coalition (TBIC), which was formed to de-
velop and advocate for solutions to economic
development needs along the Texas-Mexico
border.

Mr. Allen is an active member of the com-
munity. He is a member of numerous organi-
zations such as the American Economic De-
velopment Council, Texas Border Infrastruc-
ture Coalition, Mexican Chamber of Com-
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merce, American Chamber of Commerce,
Reynosa Maquila Association, Texas Good
Roads and Transportation Association,
McAllen Citizens League, and Rio Grande Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce. In addition, he
has served as a member of the Texas Gov-
ernor’'s Task Force on Management and Labor
Relations for five years. Recently, he attended
Presidential and Vice-Presidential briefings on
the North American Free Trade Agreement
and was actively involved in the Empower-
ment Zone designation process for the Rio
Grande Valley. His vast knowledge of the eco-
nomic development issues along the U.S.-
Mexico border region has led to the contin-
uous economic growth of my district. Mr. Allen
has spent his life working to help better the
lives of those in his community, and | com-
mend him for his commitment to the economic
development of South Texas and to improving
our economic relations with Mexico.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to have had
this time to recognize the dedication and com-
mitment of Mike Allen to furthering economic
development of the City of McAllen and to the
South Texas border community In general.

———

LOCAL FOOD AND FARM ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2007

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, this
year we have an opportunity to reform our na-
tion’s farm policies, and a fundamental ele-
ment of my vision to do this is the Local Food
and Farm Act. By increasing the availability of
fresh foods in cities, schools, and underserved
communities, my bill not only strengthens mar-
ket opportunities for local fanners and ranch-
ers, but it also protects the environment and
gets healthy food into our communities.

This legislation, which | am introducing
today with Reps. NANCY BOYDA, STEVE KAGEN,
KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND, BOBBY RUSH, DONALD
PAYNE, JAN SCHAKOWSKY, TOM  ALLEN,
strengthens and expands existing programs
that support value-added agriculture and
fanners markets, promote the availability and
affordability of healthy and fresh foods, in-
crease fruits and vegetables in school meals,
and remove barriers that keep local fanners
from selling products into schools. It also es-
tablishes a new program to provide innovative
financing for the processing and distribution
businesses that create local jobs and are best-
suited to help innovative, small and midsized
farmers and ranchers take advantage of local
and regional markets.

Increasing the availability of healthy and
fresh foods in our communities is critical to im-
proving the overall health and food security of
the United States. By growing and distributing
some of these foods locally and regionally, we
can create profitable markets for many small
and midsized family fanners and ranchers,
help to preserve farmland, and protect the en-
vironment with reduced transportation costs
and more sustainable farming practices.

May 17, 2007

IN HONOR OF EUNICE LASTINGER
MIXON

HON. JIM MARSHALL

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2007

Mr. MARSHALL. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure | rise today to honor Eunice
Lastinger Mixon for her continuing contribu-
tions to the City of Tifton, Tift County and the
State of Georgia. Those accomplishments will
be celebrated today with the establishment of
the Eunice Lastinger Mixon Scholarship at
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College.

Mrs. Mixon is affectionately known by her
friends and colleagues as “Miss Eunice” and
has spent her life in service to others. She has
been described as a “joiner” and her many
hours of service in a wide range of organiza-
tions justifies that description.

In addition to the 30 years “Miss Eunice”
spent teaching in the Tift County schools and
helping her husband, Albert Mixon, run their
farm, she also served with the Georgia Civil
War Commission, including an appointment as
chairman, served on the Board of Directors for
the Tift County Library and was one of only a
handful of non-attorneys to hold an appoint-
ment with the Georgia State Bar Association.

Ms. Eunice continues to make innumerable
contributions to the community through her
service on the Georgia Student Finance Com-
mission, the Georgia Agrirama Foundation
Board, the Democratic Party State Committee
and the United Daughters of the Confederacy.

Miss Eunice’s presence fills whatever room
she enters or whatever group she joins. She
cares deeply and passionately for others, par-
ticularly the least among us. Few Americans
have provided a better example of service to
others.

Madam Speaker, | am confident my col-
leagues will join me in recognizing the accom-
plishments of this great Georgian and great
American.

HONORING RENOWNED JAZZ
MUSICIAN ON HIS 94TH BIRTHDAY

HON. MICHAEL A. ARCURI

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2007

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, | would like
to pay tribute to the extraordinary musical ca-
reer of Al Gallodoro of Oneonta, New York,
and take part in the celebration of his 94th
birthday on June 23, 2007. A master of the
saxophone and clarinet, Mr. Gallodoro has im-
pressed audiences all over the world for dec-
ades.

Mr. Gallodoro began playing the clarinet at
the age of 7 and entered the music business
at the young age of 13. He spent the next 40
years of his career performing with a well-
known jazz musician, Paul Whiteman, playing
alto saxophone, clarinet, and bass clarinet. Mr.
Gallodoro was also a soloist for live broad-
casts, performing more on-air solos during his
career than any other performer.

Mr. Gallodoro has traveled all over the world
to perform, and holds the world’s record for
performing the Rhapsody in Blue, playing the
piece over 10,000 times throughout the 1930s
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and 1940s. Additionally, in 2005, Mr.
Gallodoro received an Honorary Doctoral De-
gree from Hartwick College, which recognized
a lifetime of extraordinary achievement in
music performance and teaching.

After moving to Oneonta in 1981, he has
become an active entertainer in our commu-
nity. Mr. Gallodoro performs each month at
Oneonta’s very own live music venue, the
Sego Café. He is notably one of only thirteen
artists who began recording before 1940 that
is actively recording today.

Mr. Gallodoro has undoubtedly made an un-
forgettable impact on the music community
and will always be remembered for his invalu-
able contributions to the field of music. | do
not doubt that his 94th birthday celebration at
the Sego Café in Oneonta will be one to re-
member.

Madam Speaker, it is with great pride today
that | celebrate the incredible accomplish-
ments of Mr. Gallodoro and wish him a won-
derful 94th birthday.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF ROBERT R.
RICE

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2007

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Robert R. Rice, for his lifelong
commitment to educating our youth and for
sharing his many talents with our community.

Since his days with the United States
Armed Service Forces Band, Robert has been
graciously sharing his musical talent. In the
Band, he played trumpet and sang lead
vocals. After leaving the service, Robert dedi-
cated himself to educating children and intro-
ducing them to the wonders of music. As a re-
sult of his commitment, thousands of children
have cultivated an appreciation for music. Har-
ding School has been the fortunate benefactor
of Robert’s musical talents for 25 years, culmi-
nating in his composition of “The Harding
March.”

Hardly one to hold back his love of music,
Robert has also volunteered thousands of
hours with community organizations and nu-
merous churches.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honoring Robert R. Rice for a life spent
bringing the gift of music to the youth of North-
east Ohio. May all his students who have cul-
tivated a love of music pass it along to future
generations.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ALBIO SIRES

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2007

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, on May 16,
2007, | missed rollcall votes Nos. 350, 351,
352. Had | been present, | would have voted
“no” on rollcall 350, “yea” on rollcall 351,
“yea” on rollcall 352, “no” on rollcall 353,
“present” on rollcall 354, and “no” on rollcall
355.
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IN PRAISE OF ARMY PFC DANIEL
COURNEYA

HON. TIMOTHY WALBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2007

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and praise Army PFC Daniel
Courneya, a constituent of mine who died
while serving his country in Iraq; PFC
Courneya’s convoy was ambushed in Irag on
May 12, 2007.

PFC Courneya of Vermontville was 19 years
old. He grew up dreaming of serving in the
military. Daniel grew up wishing to carry on
the legacy of service to our great Nation which
has run through his family. He grew up with
the heart of a hero. Enlisting in the United
States Army at 17 years old during his senior
year of high school, his mother had to sign a
waiver to allow her son to enlist.

As a student at Maple Valley High School,
Daniel was well known and well respected.
Daniel ran track at Maple Valley, played on
the soccer team and played the clarinet in the
school band.

In Vermontville, the members of the commu-
nity hold parades to welcome home returning
members of the military and have done so to
honor PFC Courneya. What impresses me the
most is the way the community has rallied
around Daniel’'s family and provided caring
support during this time of grieving.

My thoughts and prayers are with Daniel’'s
family. | thank them for their beloved sons’
dedicated service to the United States. May
God be with them.

———

HONORING THE SOUTHWEST CON-
FERENCE OF MAYORS ON ITS
256TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2007

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Southwest Conference of Mayors,
SCM, on its 25th anniversary. Through dedi-
cated and distinguished leadership, the May-
ors’ Conference continues to foster the im-
provement of local government, provide serv-
ices to citizens, and enhance the overall qual-
ity of life for residents in southwest Cook
County.

Since its inception in 1982, the Southwest
Conference of Mayors has served as the re-
gional council of governments, COG, in south-
west Cook County. Currently, the Mayors’
Conference has five standing committees,
which focus on the areas of economic devel-
opment, legislative advocacy, public works,
transportation, and utilities. The committees
strive to lower the costs of government, pro-
mote managerial expertise, coordinate experi-
ence and find solutions to problems of mutual
concern, and develop a common voice on mu-
nicipal concerns.

Today, the Southwest Conference of May-
ors encompasses 21 municipalities that in-
clude: the village of Alsip; the village of Bed-
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ford Park; the city of Blue Island; the village of
Bridgeview; the city of Burbank; the village of
Chicago Ridge; the village of Crestwood; the
village of Evergreen Park; the city of Hickory
Hills; the city of Hometown; the village of Jus-
tice; the village of Lemont; the village of
Merrionette Park; the village of Oak Lawn; the
village of Orland Hills; the village of Orland
Park; the city of Palos Heights; the city of
Palos Hills; the village of Palos Park; the vil-
lage of Willow Springs; and the village of
Worth.

Given the outstanding service and direction
of the Southwest Conference of Mayors, | am
especially privileged to acknowledge the
founding and current SCM President, Mayor
Jerry Bennett of Palos Hills; SCM vice presi-
dent, Mayor Gene Siegel of Chicago Ridge;
SCM vice president, Mayor Jim Sexton of Ev-
ergreen Park; and SCM treasurer, Mayor Bob
Straz of Palos Heights. The hard work, insight,
and leadership of these mayors ensure the fu-
ture success of the Mayors’ Conference and
its positive impact on southwest Cook County.

The contributions made by the Southwest
Conference of Mayors to the citizens of south-
west Cook County are extraordinary. Today, |
am pleased to recognize the organization’s
current and past leadership, member villages
and cities, staff members, and all those who
make the activities of the Mayors’ Conference
possible. As we celebrate this 25-year mile-
stone, | look forward to continuing to work with
SCM leaders to serve our communities and
improve the lives of all area residents.

—————

IN SUPPORT OF ONCOLOGY
NURSES

HON. MICHAEL R. McNULTY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2007

Mr. MCNULTY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to call attention to the important and es-
sential role that oncology nurses play in pro-
viding quality cancer care and to recognize
May as Oncology Nursing Month.

Oncology nurses are the health profes-
sionals involved in the administration and
monitoring of chemotherapy and managing the
associated side-effects patients may experi-
ence. Every day oncology nurses see the pain
and suffering caused by cancer and under-
stand the physical, emotional and financial
challenges that people with cancer face
throughout their diagnosis and treatment.

Since 1975, the Oncology Nursing Society
(ONS) has been dedicated to excellence in
patient care, teaching, research, administration
and education in the field of oncology. The
Society’s mission is to promote excellence in
oncology nursing and quality cancer care. |
am pleased that ONS has 13 chapters
throughout New York State which support on-
cology nurses in their efforts to provide high
quality cancer care to patients and their fami-
lies.

| urge my colleagues to support ONS in its
important endeavors and to recognize the on-
cology nurses in their communities for all they
do for people with cancer.
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