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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

TRIBUTE TO C. DIXON OSBURN-

HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Mr. MEEHAN. Madam Speaker, today | pay
tribute to C. Dixon Osburn, co-founder and ex-
ecutive director of Servicemembers Legal De-
fense Network for 13 years. Dixon recently left
the helm of Servicemembers Legal Defense
Network, and today | recognize and commend
him for the contributions he has made to our
nation’s Armed Forces and to our nation’s en-
during goal of freedom and equality under the
law for all Americans.

Servicemembers Legal Defense Network is
a non-profit legal aid and advocacy organiza-
tion founded in 1993 to assist service mem-
bers living under the discriminatory “Don’t
Ask, Don't Tell” statute that became the law in
my first months of serving in the United States
Congress. Under Dixon’s leadership, the orga-
nization has responded to more than 8,000 re-
quests for assistance, and continues today to
be a leader of the national movement to re-
peal “Don’t Ask, Don'’t Tell.”

| am proud to have worked with Dixon
Osburn toward the goal of repealing “Don'’t
Ask, Don’t Tell.” This law has resulted in the
discharge of more than 11,000 service mem-
bers from our Armed Forces, at a cost of hun-
dreds of millions of dollars. It is an affront to
the patriotism and talent of the over one mil-
lion lesbian, gay and bisexual Americans esti-
mated to have served in our nation’s Armed
Forces to date.

| am proud to serve as the sponsor of legis-
lation to repeal “Don’t Ask, Don’'t Tell,” and |
commend Dixon Osburn for all he has done to
help lay the ground work for the passage of
this important legislation.

———

HONORING THE CITY OF KILLEEN
ON ITS 125TH BIRTHDAY

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, the City of
Killeen, Texas celebrates its 125th birthday,
today, May 15th, 2007. The City of Killeen
was born May 15, 1882, when the Santa Fe
Railroad extended its line westward. Named
for Frank P. Killeen, an official of the railroad
in Galveston, some believe that Killeen may
have been among the railroad dignitaries on
the train that arrived to mark the beginning of
the town, but it has never been confirmed.
The town of about 300 people became a ship-
ping point of the area for agricultural products,
cotton in particular.

In the next 60 years, the city prospered and
grew to over 1,200 people. But in 1942, this
small railroad town became home to military
post Camp Hood. The military camp’s impact

was tremendous more than quintupling
Killeen’s population in its first few years.

After World War Il, the Army was looking for
a place to train soldiers in tank destroyer tac-
tics, and Killeen fit the bill. Camp Hood was
named for Confederate General John Bell
Hood. The initial installation covered 160,000
acres; most of Killeen’'s best farming land,
forcing many families from their homesteads.
In 1950, the camp was declared a permanent
post changing its name to Fort Hood.

Killeen was now a military town, so its goal
became to make it the best town for military
families to live. Supporting our soldiers and
their families is still the top priority today.

The town and the fort grew together. Killeen
worked to develop infrastructure that would in-
corporate the military base and its needs. Im-
mediate needs were water leading to the con-
struction of Belton Lake and later, Stillhouse
Hollow Reservoir; the construction of better
highways to meet military and civilian travel
needs; major construction to provide housing;
and an accompanying growth in retail busi-
ness.

This small agriculture turned railroad turned
military town now has a population of over
100,000 people and is bustling with com-
merce. Killeen has a young, diverse populous
served by good schools and affordable hous-
ing and will continue to thrive in its next 125
years.

————
RECOGNIZING THE TUSKEGEE AIR-
MEN IN CELEBRATION OF
OBERLIN, OHIO’S JUNETEENTH
CEREMONIES
HON. MARCY KAPTUR
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of the Tuskegee Airmen who
were recently awarded the Congressional
Gold Medal, specifically seven men being hon-
ored by their home community of Oberlin,
Ohio in its annual Juneteenth celebration: Nor-
man E. Proctor, Wayman E. Scott, Ferrier H.
White, William Young, Gilbert Cargill, Perry
Young, and William L. Williams, Jr.

On March 29, 2007, we were privileged to
be witnesses to history as the largest group
ever to be awarded a Congressional Gold
Medal was honored in the Capitol rotunda.
The elder men and their families who joined
us that day were there not only to be feted for
their own achievements, but represented doz-
ens more of these gallant heroes who could
not be there. | am proud that many residents
in our own Ninth Congressional District of
Ohio were part of this elite cadre of men.

The story of the Tuskegee Airmen continues
to unfold, for they were truly unsung heroes of
their time. Their outstanding service during
World War Il became legendary. Even while
they fought a common enemy in foreign lands,
they also fought racism at home. Despite dis-

crimination they helped to tear down racial
barriers in the U.S. armed services. History
books tell the story that no U.S. military pilot
was African-American prior to World War II.
Eventually, in 1941, guided by leaders of the
African-American civil rights movement the
United States Congress directed the Army Air
Corps to form an all-black combat unit. In
June of that year, the 99th Fighter Squadron
was formed at the Tuskegee Institute, a well-
regarded university founded by national leader
Booker T. Washington in Tuskegee, Alabama.
The squadron was placed under the command
of Capt. Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., one of the
few African-American West Point graduates.

During World War Il the Tuskegee Airmen
flew escort for heavy bombers, established an
impressive combat record, and often entered
combat against greater numbers of superior
German aircraft. By war's end, the unit was
credited with shooting down 109 Luftwaffe air-
craft and destroying numerous fuel dumps,
trucks and trains. The squadrons of the 332nd
Fighter Group flew more than 15,000 sorties
on 1,500 missions.

The unit was awarded a Distinguished Unit
Citation for a mission flown on March 24,
1945, escorting B-17s to bomb the Daimler-
Benz tank factory at Berlin, Germany, an ac-
tion in which its pilots destroyed three Me—262
jets in aerial combat. The meritorious indi-
vidual achievements of the pilots were also
recognized. Together, the Tuskegee Airmen
were awarded 150 Distinguished Flying
Crosses, seven Silver Stars, fourteen Bronze
Stars, and 744 Air Medals. From 1940 to
1946, 992 pilots were trained as Tuskegee
Airmen. Of these, 445 went overseas and 150
lost their lives in service to our Nation and
freedom’s cause.

Booker T. Washington once noted that “A
life is not worth much of which it cannot be
said, when it comes to its close, that it was
helpful to humanity.” The corps of airmen who
hailed from the school Mr. Washington found-
ed most assuredly fulfilled that destiny. Our
world remains profoundly grateful.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker,
on May 9th, during rollcall vote 318, on final
passage of H.R. 1684, the Department of
Homeland Security Authorization bill, | was de-
tained and unable to reach the House floor in
time to vote. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yes.”

On May 14, because of business in Colo-
rado, | was not present for the following three
votes:

Rollcall vote 342, to suspend the rules and
pass H.R. 1124, to extend the District of Co-
lumbia College Access Act of 1999—had |
been present, | would have voted “yes.”

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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Rollcall vote 343, to suspend the rules and
pass H. Res. 223, supporting the goals and
ideals of a National Day of Remembrance for
Murder Victims—had | been present, | would
have voted “yes.”

Rollcall vote 344, to suspend the rules and
pass H. Res. 385, recognizing National
AmeriCorps Week—had | been present, |
would have voted “yes.”

———

FREEDOM FOR ROLANDO JIMENEZ
POSADA

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to speak about
Rolando Jiménez Posada, a political prisoner
in totalitarian Cuba.

Mr. Jiménez Posada is a lawyer and a di-
rector of the Democratic Human Rights Cen-
ter. As a pro-democracy activist, Mr. Jiménez
Posada has devoted himself to portraying the
genuine terror of life in totalitarian Cuba. Be-
cause of his brave commitment to freedom for
the Cuban people and his activities as a pro-
democracy activist, the regime began by firing
him from his job.

Mr. Jiménez Posada has been detained and
threatened numerous times over the past
years. On December 10, 2001, while taking
part in a peaceful celebration to observe the
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, he and several others were
beaten and pushed into police vehicles and
then discarded in remote areas as a means of
psychological torture. Amnesty International
reports that in July 2002 Mr. Jiménez Posada
was threatened at his home after handing out
copies of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. Later, the tyrant’s thugs told him that
he would be imprisoned if he continued car-
rying out public activities in support of Cuba’s
political prisoners.

Despite harassment and the continuous
threats, Mr. Jiménez Posada never wavered in
his conviction. On April 25, 2003, he was ar-
rested and thrown in the gulag on accusations
of “disrespecting the commander” (the tyrant)
and “revealing state secrets”. For 4 years, he
languished in sub-human conditions awaiting
“formal charges” and a “trial” for his “crime”
of believing that all men have an inherent right
to live in freedom.

On April 6, 2007, Mr. Jiménez Posada was
“sentenced” to 12 years in a second secret
trial in less than a week. His family and loved
ones were never notified of his trial date, and
when he even so much as attempted to voice
concerns about the lack of defense counsel he
was summarily thrown into a dungeon once
again and prohibited all forms of legal de-
fense. Let me be clear, Mr. Jiménez Posada
rejects the gangster regime’s constant propa-
ganda and its lies. For that reason, he lan-
guishes in the most infernal conditions in the
tyrant’s dungeons.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Jiménez Posada suf-
fers in the repulsive squalor of the totalitarian
regime’s gulag because he believes in truth
and fundamental human rights for the Cuban
people. It constitutes a crime of the highest
order that a mere 90 miles from our shores,
honorable men and women are jailed in dun-
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geons simply for their desire to make known
the truth of Cuba’s tragic reality and for believ-
ing that all Cubans are deserving of human
rights. My colleagues, we must demand the
immediate and unconditional release of
Rolando Jiménez Posada and every political
prisoner in totalitarian Cuba.

TRIBUTE TO LISA RAE AUSTGEN
HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is my
distinct honor to take this time to remember
one of northwest Indiana’s most distinguished
citizens, Lisa Rae Austgen of Lowell, Indiana.
Lisa’s numerous contributions to her commu-
nity are worthy of the highest admiration, es-
pecially her service as the director of the Chal-
lenger Center of Northwest Indiana in Ham-
mond, Indiana. Lisa passed away on Friday,
May 11, 2007, and following services at the
Sheets Funeral Home in Lowell, she will be
laid to rest on Tuesday, May 15, 2007, at
Plum Grove Cemetery, also in Lowell.

Lisa was an integral part of the success of
the Challenger Learning Center of Northwest
Indiana. Housed on the Purdue University—
Calumet campus in Hammond, Indiana, the
Challenger Learning Center provides a worth-
while educational resource to area schools.
Under Lisa’s direction, this 8-year old program
has opened the window to space exploration
to students who might otherwise have no ex-
posure to our final frontier.

Lisa’s passion for the Challenger Learning
Center of Northwest Indiana is entwined into
the legacy of this program. Completely de-
voted to improving and modernizing edu-
cational, opportunities for children, Lisa cre-
ated programs at the center that simulated
space missions, integrating information pro-
vided by the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, NASA, into real-life missions
controlled and operated by students. These
missions not only offered students the chance
to experience life as astronauts, but also
taught valuable life skills, such as teamwork
and cooperation, that they are able to apply to
other facets of their academic development.

Thanks to Lisa’s selfless dedication to ac-
tively pursuing funding for the center, thou-
sands of students throughout the First Con-
gressional District have had the unique oppor-
tunity to participate in the programs at the
center which instill and increase students’ en-
thusiasm for science, math, and technology.
Further, her innovative approach to education
fomented a genuine excitement among the
students’ attitudes toward math and science.
Lisa was truly the backbone of the Challenger
Learning Center and will be sorely missed by
all the individuals with whom she worked so
diligently to provide this resource to the re-
gion.

Lisa is survived by her loving husband,
Tom; two sons: Ethan and Ryan; one daugh-
ter, Cassie Karney; mother, Karen Stover of
Elwood, IN; father, Max (Mary) Stover of Ko-
komo, IN; one brother, Mike (Billie) Stover of
Elwood, IN; one sister, Jennifer (Shaun)
Boetjjer of Galveston, IN; and several nieces
and nephews. Lisa also leaves to cherish her
memory many other family members and
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friends who will forever remember her devo-
tion to, not only her community, but to her
family as well.

Madam Speaker, | respectfully ask that you
and my other distinguished colleagues join me
in honoring Mrs. Lisa Austgen for her out-
standing devotion to Indiana’s First Congres-
sional District. Her unselfish and lifelong dedi-
cation to the young people of northwest Indi-
ana is worthy of the highest commendation.
Lisa’s selflessness was an inspiration to us all,
and | am proud to have represented her in
Congress.

———

U.S. TROOP READINESS, VET-
ERANS’ CARE, KATRINA RECOV-
ERY, AND IRAQ ACCOUNT-
ABILITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2007

SPEECH OF

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2007

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of beginning the process to redeploy our
troops in the coming months.

| first began calling for troop redeployment
early last year when—despite the removal of
Saddam Hussein, significant training of Iraqi
police and army units, and the opening for a
potential democracy in the Middle East—it be-
came clear, it was time for a new direction in
Irag. | called for our troops to be redeployed
within the year as it had become all too evi-
dent that they would be caught in the middle
of escalating sectarian violence if they stayed.
| urged the administration to adopt the rec-
ommendations of the Iraq study group to get
the most stable result, but the administration
rejected that advice and escalated the war.

Yet today, as violence in Iraq has only got-
ten worse with the number of U.S. dead and
wounded continuing to grow and countless
numbers of Iragis dying in what has become
a full blown civil war, this Administration tries
to impose a military solution that cannot work.
The escalation, which this administration now
says will last until next spring, is simply the
wrong way to go. Let us serve our men and
women fighting overseas and recognize their
sacrifices by charting a new course in Iraq.

Over the coming months, we must begin a
responsible withdrawal of our troops. Only by
moving forward with a redeployment of our
troops can we provide the teeth necessary to
force the Bush Administration and the Iraqi
government to implement the benchmarks
they set themselves, including de-
bathification, minority rights, and sharing oil
revenue.

| fully support funding for our troops as we
scale down our operations in Iraqg. | also be-
lieve the United States must stay engaged,
leaving a limited number of forces to hunt
down Al Qaeda and other terrorist operatives,
help train Iraqgi forces, and maintain a pres-
ence in neighboring countries.

It is just as important for this administration
to start getting serious about a diplomatic of-
fensive. | believe it must work harder in co-
ordination with lIrag’s neighbors and other
leading countries to help the Iraqgis settle their
political differences and provide support for
the reconstruction efforts.
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