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Prime Minister Ahern never lost focus or pa-
tience. 

For America it was a wonderful foreign pol-
icy success. President Bush and Clinton 
played important and constructive roles. In the 
Congress, both houses linked arms and 
worked together. It was a case of everyone 
sticking together with one purpose. 

But the most credit should go to the people 
of Northern Ireland who expressed their hope 
for the future, first by supporting (as did the 
Republic) the Good Friday Agreement and 
most recently by giving Sinn Fein and DUP 
leaders a mandate to proceed. Optimism was 
expressed in the vote and the leaders need to 
move forward and do the hard work of gov-
erning. 

I know all Americans join together with our 
Irish friends in celebrating this miraculous 
achievement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 14, 2007 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, on May 
7, 2007, due to a family illness, I missed the 
following recorded votes: rollcall vote No. 302, 
on H.R. 407—The Columbia Pacific National 
Heritage Area Study Act. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘aye’’; rollcall vote No. 
303, on H.R. 1025—The Lower Republican 
River Basin Study Act. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’; and rollcall vote No. 
304, on H. Res. 371—In Observance of Na-
tional Physical Education and Sports Week. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

VIETNAMESE HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 14, 2007 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise because May 11 is Vietnamese 
Human Rights Day, and my conscience will 
not let me stay quiet on this very troubling 
issue. I also rise today to applaud the efforts 
of the U.S. Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom on their recent report on the 
status of religious freedom in the world. 

I am deeply troubled by the findings of the 
Commission, but I can’t say that I’m surprised. 
The Commission made the same rec-
ommendation last year: Vietnam should be 
placed on the State Department’s list of Coun-
tries of Particular Concern because of govern-
ment repression towards many religious be-
lievers. 

The Vietnamese government’s campaign to 
force people to renounce their faith, their de-
tainment of dozens of religious prisoners, and 
the harassment and physical mistreatment of 
some believers and their families amounts to 
inexcusable human rights violations. 

In Vietnam’s quest to gain Permanent Nor-
mal Trade Relations with the United States, 
and access to the WTO, the Vietnamese em-
barked on a disingenuous public relations 
campaign to cleanse its image as a human 
rights violator. 

Secretary Rice caved in to the campaign of 
their communist government and removed 
Vietnam from the Countries of Particular Con-
cern list. 

But some of us in Congress were not fooled 
by this advertising campaign. 

My constituent, Cong Thanh Do, a United 
States citizen, was unjustly arrested in Viet-
nam last August while on a family vacation. 
Mr. Do is no criminal. He is nothing more than 
a peaceful democracy and human rights activ-
ist who wrote articles that he then posted on 
the internet while he was living in the United 
States. 

Vietnam held Cong Thanh Do imprisoned 
for over a month before he was released after 
we pressured the Vietnamese government. 

Because of the evidence suggesting that 
Vietnam made little progress on human 
rights—especially given the detention of my 
constituent, Cong Thanh Do—I told the admin-
istration it would be a mistake to grant Perma-
nent Normal Trade Relations with Vietnam 
and I voted against it. 

Three of Mr. Do’s supporters in Vietnam 
were tried and sentenced yesterday for 3 to 5 
years of prison each. Their crime? Promoting 
a multi-party democratic system in Vietnam 
through peaceful means and sending email 
communication to my constituent. 

After Vietnam joined the WTO, I think it is 
obvious that the conditions of religious free-
dom in Vietnam did not improved. They have 
worsened severely. 

The Vietnamese government removed Fa-
ther Nguyen Van Ly from his parish and on 
March 30th sentenced him to 8 years in prison 
for allegedly conducting propaganda activities 
to harm the security of the state. His sentence 
is an outrage. 

Vietnamese police, on March 6, 2007, ar-
rested a pair of human-rights lawyers, Nguyen 
Van Dai (‘‘Die’’) and Le Thi Cong Nhan (pro-
nounced ‘‘Lay Tee Kohng Nhun’’), for orga-
nizing training sessions for political activists in 
the capital. There are many other dissidents 
who have been imprisoned simply for express-
ing their thoughts and attempting to practice 
their faith freely and openly. Nguyen Van Dai 
has since been charged with disseminating 
propaganda against the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam, and faces up to 20 years in prison if 
convicted. Their trials and sentencing are 
scheduled for this Friday in Vietnam. 

Le Quoc Quan (‘‘Lay Kwook Kwun’’) and his 
law colleague Tran Thuy Trang (‘‘Truhn Twee 
Trahng’’) were arrested on the day Mr. Quan 
returned to Vietnam from his congressionally- 
sponsored National Endowment for Democ-
racy fellowship in the United States. His arrest 
is not only a human rights violation, it is a cal-
culated insult to America and specifically to 
the United States Congress. 

With all of the human rights problems in 
Vietnam, the question we must ask is, ‘‘What 
can we do to help?’’ The United States has 
the power to influence Vietnam on these im-
portant moral issues through the use of our 
many diplomatic and economic tools—if only 
we have the political will and moral courage to 
use these tools. 

One tool is the Countries of Particular Con-
cern list. 

I believe it was a mistake to take Vietnam 
off the list. I agree with the U.S. Commission 
on International Religious Freedom that Sec-
retary Rice should redesignate Vietnam a 
Country of Particular Concern. 

I believe the U.S. Ambassador to Vietnam, 
Michael Marine, should provide financial sup-
port to the loved ones of the political detain-
ees, using the Human Rights Defender’s fund. 
The wives of many of these political prisoners 
are left without any financial support. We have 
a moral commitment not just to these people 
who have been imprisoned unjustly; we have 
a moral obligation to relieve the financial bur-
den that these arrests have caused for the 
families of the brave. 

Vietnam claims it has made significant 
progress in allowing more freedom of religion 
under its Ordinance on Belief and Religion, 
but this is simply untrue. Under this law, affili-
ated organizations of recognized churches 
may ‘‘register for religious operation.’’ In prac-
tice, however, only 2.5 percent of all house 
churches have been approved for registration. 
And of the one hundred house churches that 
actually have been registered, only five have 
been registered for religious operation. No real 
progress has been made. 

Until Vietnam makes real progress on reli-
gious freedoms and human rights, instead of 
paying lip service in order to get trade agree-
ments, I will continue to press this administra-
tion to stand up for the rights of the Viet-
namese people to speak their minds and prac-
tice their faith. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR H.R. 1429, 
IMPROVING HEAD START ACT 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 14, 2007 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in strong support of H.R. 
1429, the Improving Head Start Act. Having 
had the opportunity to serve on the Education 
and Workforce committee for 6 years, I am 
very pleased to have the opportunity today to 
finally vote for a Head Start reauthorization bill 
that will improve on the success of this critical 
program. 

Head Start is one of the most successful 
programs funded by Congress. Research 
shows that children who attend Head Start 
enter school better prepared, are less likely to 
need special education services, and are more 
likely to graduate. The Minneapolis Federal 
Reserve Bank reported a few years ago that 
there is actually a 16 percent rate of return on 
investment in quality early education. In my 
opinion, funding education for our youngest 
children is the most efficient and important in-
vestment we can make. 

The biggest challenge facing Head Start has 
been lack of resources. In Minnesota, less 
than half the children eligible for Head Start 
are served due to funding shortages. And na-
tionwide, only 2 percent of children eligible for 
Early Head Start receive services. We can do 
better. Increasing access to Head Start is 
good for children, for families, for communities 
and for the federal budget. 

The Improving Head Start Act will expand 
and improve Head Start. It will allow access 
for 10,000 more children and prioritize ex-
panding Early Head Start. It increases teacher 
qualifications and helps to attract quality 
teachers by improving salaries. It will also im-
prove coordination with other early education 
programs, ensure that parents continue to play 
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an important role in governing Head Start and 
strengthen the focus on health, mental health, 
and obesity prevention. 

Equally important are the things this bill 
does not include. It prohibits further use of the 
National Reporting System—high stakes test-
ing that was inappropriate for 4-year olds and 
was draining time and dollars from Head Start 
programs. It does not include block grants to 
the states which would have diluted Head 
Start’s high standards and comprehensive pro-
gramming. And finally, I join with faith groups 
in Minnesota and around the country in ap-
plauding the successful efforts to defeat a pro-
vision to allow discrimination in hiring with 
Head Start dollars. 

I congratulate Chairman MILLER and Speak-
er PELOSI for making our children’s education 
a priority for the 110th Congress. I am pleased 
to support H.R. 1429 and look forward to con-
tinuing to put the interests of our children and 
our families first. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO KEVIN IRWIN 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 14, 2007 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Clark County Firefighter Kevin Irwin 
for his selfless role in saving nine of his fellow 
firefighter’s lives. 

On February 17, 2007, Clark County fire-
fighters were dispatched to a fire in a large 
commercial warehouse in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
On this particular day, Firefighter Kevin Irwin 
arrived on the scene with the crew from Sta-
tion 15, and served as an acting Engineer for 
the day. As the firefighters were battling the 
flames, Kevin noticed one of the exterior walls 
in the warehouse was giving in. In a rush to 
save the rest of the crew, Kevin quickly alert-
ed the other men of their imminent danger and 
subsequently prevented their deaths. 

Humbled about being referred to as a hero, 
Kevin says it is all a part of the job. He has 
served with the Clark County Fire Department 
for four years and has been under Captain 
Christian Grimes in Station 15 for the last two 
years. Kevin has been a resident of Nevada 
since 1991 and is married to wife Debora with 
two children, Jacob and Ashlyn. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor Kevin 
Irwin for his heroism and his quick approach 
that saved nine fellow firefighters’ lives. The 
service firefighters like Kevin provide, to save 
lives while risking their own is truly commend-
able. I applaud Kevin for his leadership and 
wish him continued success in his career. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF FORMER REP-
RESENTATIVE MENDEL DAVIS 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

HON. JOHN M. SPRATT, JR. 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 14, 2007 

Mr. SPRATT. Madam Speaker, when Men-
del Davis came to Congress, he had some big 
shoes to fill. His namesake and predecessor, 
Mendel Rivers, had chaired the House Armed 
Services Committee at a time when committee 

chairmen were powerful, and he had ruled the 
roost. He had secured for Charleston military 
installations, ranging from the Navy Yard, 
home port to surface ships and submarines, to 
Charleston Air Force Base, which boasted the 
first of the C–5As. 

After Mendel Rivers died, Mendel Davis ran 
an impressive race, won a special election, 
and obtained a seat on the Science Com-
mittee and then on the House Armed Services 
Committee. He served there effectively and 
with distinction, and had he served long 
enough, he would have matched his name-
sake in influence and output. 

Mendel Davis served ten years and never 
quite matched Mendel Rivers’ seniority, but he 
worked every bit as hard, if not harder, for his 
constituents. From his seat on Armed Serv-
ices, Mendel Davis never forgot where he 
came from or who sent him here, and he 
cared for his constituency. He helped bring the 
USS Yorktown to Patriot’s Point, and with 
Senator Hollings’ help, he helped fund and 
keep in place all that Mendel Rivers had 
brought to Charleston. 

I came to Congress shortly after Mendel 
Davis had left, but I found that everyone who 
knew him remembered him and highly re-
spected him. I did not see him often, but al-
ways enjoyed the opportunities we did en-
counter. Like all of his friends and acquaint-
ances, I will long remember him and his great 
service to our country and to the House. His 
wife, Jane, and all his family have my deepest 
sympathy. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM F. 
‘‘BABE’’ MARCELLINO 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 14, 2007 

Mr. MARKEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of a dear friend and former 
member of my staff, William F. ‘‘Babe’’ 
Marcellino. The Babe passed away on May 9, 
2007, after 90 glorious years. While I am sad-
dened by his passing, I can’t help smiling 
when I think about his life. 

Babe Marcellino was an American original in 
every sense. He was a well respected political 
sage on Beacon Hill and in Boston City Hall. 
He served as a close advisor to Governor 
Foster Furcolo, Senate President Maurice 
Donahue and Mayor Kevin White. He came to 
work for me later in life and stayed with me 
into his 80s. He was the essence of wisdom 
and quiet elegance. When constituents walked 
through the door to my office, the Babe would 
greet them with a wink and a smile. When 
they broke down in tears under the weight of 
their problems, Babe would tell them he was 
on their side. And he always was. He helped 
hundreds of constituents solve their problems 
with the federal government. I especially relied 
on Babe to help with particularly difficult con-
stituent matters, because of his incredible abil-
ity to put people at ease. 

I will never forget his mastery of policy and 
his generosity of spirit following a terrible fire 
that ravaged an entire block of businesses 
right across from my Medford, MA, district of-
fice in February of 1994. Together, Babe 
Marcellino and I worked with the Small Busi-
ness Administration and others in the federal 

government to bring relief to devastated busi-
ness owners in Medford Square and to rebuild 
the downtown. Babe Marcellino was an exem-
plary public servant. 

Babe also was a wonderful teacher. He ea-
gerly took younger staff members under his 
wing to impart his wisdom. Many of those 
former staffers have told me over the years 
that their experience in public service was 
richer for having known and learned from the 
Babe. 

He dearly loved his alma mater Holy Cross, 
and devoted a large portion of his time ensur-
ing that Holy Cross became a national edu-
cational treasure that could be enjoyed by all 
students, regardless of their socio-economic 
condition. 

Babe was blessed with an extraordinary 
family for which his love was strong and en-
during. He was remarkable for having two 
wonderful marriages. With his beloved first 
wife Maidie, he produced six incredible chil-
dren—William Marcellino Jr., James 
Marcellino, Mary Zouberis, Richard Marcellino, 
John ‘‘Jocko’’ Marcellino, and Sister Noella 
Marcellino. After Maidie passed away, the 
Babe married the fabulous Marie, herself a 
widow. He ‘‘inherited’’ five terrific step-chil-
dren—Cathy Doran, Jane Driscoll, Stephen 
Doran, Mark Doran and the late Daniel Doran. 
Babe leaves 21 grandchildren, each with their 
unique and special memories of their grand-
father. 

Watching Babe and Marie was like watching 
Fred and Ginger—they made a marvelous 
couple full of grace, style and class. 

When you were in Babe’s presence, you 
could not help but to feed off of his optimism 
and his incredible inner strength. He was the 
quintessential gentleman. He often remarked 
after an enjoyable time or conversation to-
gether that the experience had been ‘‘like a 
chunk of heaven. ‘‘ 

Babe, it was an honor to have known you 
and worked with you—and I am proud to 
honor your exemplary public service, your ex-
traordinary love of family, and your unwaver-
ing faith in God and the United States of 
America. Your whole life was a chunk of heav-
en and all of us who love you will miss you 
dearly. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO SUE SARILYN 
WASHINGTON 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 14, 2007 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, it is with sadness and deep 
regret that many of us in this body rise to pay 
tribute to a wonderful lady and a close friend 
of mine—Mrs. Sue Sarilyn Washington. The 
words most often associated with her are 
‘‘grace’’ and ‘‘compassion,’’ and with those I 
wholeheartedly agree. 

Just a quick glimpse of her professional life 
attests to her unselfish spirit. Sue Sarilyn 
Washington was an inspiration to those 
around her, and dedicated her time and spirit 
to many outstanding local and national organi-
zations, including: the VA Medical Center of 
Dallas; Jack & Jill of America; Links, Inc. Dal-
las Chapter; Carrousels, Dallas Chapter; 
Board of Trustees, Lutheran High School; the 
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