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wife and children. He tells me: ‘‘The essen-
tial difference between then and now is that 
no previous regime tried to subvert the Con-
stitution. They may have done illegal acts. 
They may have gone outside the law to do 
these, but they did them clandestinely. No 
one stepped to the table as arrogantly as 
George W. Bush and his friends have done 
and said, ‘We legally want to suspend the 
rights of citizens, the right to surveil, the 
right to read your mail, the right to arrest 
you without charge.’’’ His criticism is not 
limited to President Bush (whom he called, 
while visiting President Hugo Chavez in Ven-
ezuela, ‘‘the greatest terrorist in the 
world’’). 

President Bill Clinton crashed Belafonte’s 
birthday party, which was taking place as 
the Democratic presidential contenders bat-
tled for the African-American vote. Sens. 
HILLARY CLINTON and BARACK OBAMA were in 
Selma, Ala., for the 42nd anniversary of the 
famous voting rights march from Selma to 
Montgomery. [Bill Clinton went to Selma to 
join his wife for the commemoration.] 

In his remarks, Clinton toasted Harry: ‘‘I 
was inspired by your politics more than you 
can ever know. Every time I ever saw you 
after I became president, I thought that my 
conscience was being graded, and I was get-
ting less than an A. And every president 
should feel that way about somebody as good 
as you.’’ 

I asked Harry how he felt about Clinton 
showing up. ‘‘I’m very flattered, OK, but I’m 
mindful of all the things that need to be 
done.’’ In his succinct reply, a lifetime of 
struggle remembered, a keen edged skep-
ticism, ‘‘He knows what I think. He said I 
didn’t give him an A.’’ I then asked him 
about both the Clintons and OBAMA going to 
Selma. 

‘‘We are hearing platitudes, not platforms. 
What do they plan to do for people of color, 
Mexicans, for people who are imprisoned, 
black youth? What are their plans for the 
Katrinas of America?’’ 

In 1965, Belafonte was on the original 
Selma march with Dr. King before they 
reached Montgomery. Jude’s Catholic 
Church offered its grounds to the thousands 
of marchers. Belafonte called in artists from 
around the country. Tony Bennett came, as 
did Pete Seeger (both were at Harris birth-
day party), Sammy Davis Jr., Mike Nichols, 
the conductor Leonard Bernstein, Odetta and 
Joan Baez. In the rain, they built their stage 
in the mud with donated caskets from local 
mortuaries. 

The stakes were incredibly high. People 
were shot and killed, people were beaten. 
Viola Liuzzo, a white Detroit homemaker, 
was fatally shot by Klansmen while driving 
marchers back to Selma. Weeks before, po-
lice shot a man named Jimmie Lee Jackson, 
who later died. Despite all that, Belafonte 
says that the stakes are higher today. 

Like the two stone lions that guard the 
New York City Public Library, Harry 
Belafonte-fierce, fearless, and focused—pro-
tects the soul of struggle. Even as he enters 
his ninth decade, this lion does not sleep to-
night. 
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NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 
AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 2, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 

consideration the bill (H.R. 1867) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal years 2008, 2009, and 
2010 for the National Science Foundation, 
and for other purposes: 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise today in support of H.R. 1867, the 
National Science Foundation Authorization 
Act, which will reauthorize the National 
Science Foundation, NSF, for the next 3 
years. 

H.R. 1867 will continue NSF funding on a 
10-year doubling path, establish pilot pro-
grams to help improve funding rates for our 
young researchers, and encourage NSF to 
foster a relationship between academia and 
industry in order to improve the competitive-
ness of research conducted in the United 
States. 

The National Science Foundation, created in 
the 1950s supports critical science and engi-
neering research conducted at over 2,000 in-
stitutions across the Nation, which involves 
roughly 200,000 researchers, teachers, and 
students. Despite its relatively small size, NSF 
has an important impact on scientific and engi-
neering knowledge and academic capacity. 
While NSF represents only 4 percent of the 
total Federal budget for research and develop-
ment, it accounts for 20 percent of all basic re-
search conducted at colleges and universities, 
and 50 percent of non-life science basic re-
search at academic institutions. In fact, NSF is 
the only Federal agency that supports all fields 
of basic science and engineering research. 

NSF invests in the best ideas of its sci-
entists, engineers and educators working at 
the frontiers of knowledge, and across all 
fields of research and education. Their mission 
is designed to maintain and strengthen the vi-
tality of the United States science and engi-
neering enterprise. 

In addition, NSF strives to improve its 
science and education collaboration at early 
stages in the education cycle. Science and 
math at the K though 12 level is becoming 
more interactive and engaging for our students 
in order to stimulate their future interest in the 
field of science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics, STEM. H.R. 1867 would in-
crease funding for certain NSF education pro-
grams including authorizing the ‘‘10,000 
Teachers, 10 Million Minds’’ Math and Science 
Scholarship Act, H.R. 362. Our youth rep-
resents America’s future scientists. Stimulating 
their interest at a young age promises the 
continuation and success of our future biologi-
cal, physical, social and engineering scientists. 

In the state of Minnesota, the National 
Science Foundation supports research con-
ducted at the University of Minnesota, the 
Mayo Clinic and many other academic institu-
tions. The research conducted at these institu-
tions has been paramount to the field of 
science and technology. Minnesota is proud to 
employ scientists, teachers, technicians and 
staff that address such cutting edge tech-
nology. 

The research supported by the National 
Science Foundation touches the lives of every 
American; from gaining a better understanding 
of Alzheimer Disease to Global Climate 
Change and is critical to increasing our global 
competitiveness. It is with this commitment to 
the continued economic, social, and cultural 
well being of my district, and of the Nation, 
that I rise today in support of funding for the 
National Science Foundation for the next 3 
years. 

THE INNOVATION AGENDA, H.R. 
362, H.R. 363, H.R. 1867, H.R. 1868 

HON. CAROL SHEA-PORTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 9, 2007 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to have voted in support of several 
important and necessary bills on science and 
technology that will safeguard our nation’s 
prosperity and security in the 21st century. As 
global competition continues to grow, we must 
meet these competitiveness challenges by en-
couraging science and technology research 
and education, as well as investing in busi-
ness and industry applications. We need to 
position ourselves to best meet the demands 
of the 21st-century world, which will be driven 
by a knowledge economy. 

Currently, less than one third of 4th and 8th 
Grade students perform at a ‘‘proficient’’ level 
in mathematics, and 12th Grade students per-
form below the international average of 21 
other countries in math and science knowl-
edge. Only 15 percent of our undergraduates 
major in science or engineering, while for 
China, our major economic competitor, that 
figure is 50 percent, an unhealthy balance with 
a potential major impact on outsourcing. That 
is no doubt why Intel Corporation predicted 
that it would shift another third of its business 
operations overseas (leaving only one third in 
the U.S.), as the company follows the most 
highly trained and educated work force. The 
decline in math and science performance has 
led Bill Gates, chairman of Microsoft Corpora-
tion, to remark that he is ‘‘terrified for our 
workforce of tomorrow.’’ 

The 10,000 Teachers, 10 Million Minds 
Science and Math Scholarship Act (H.R. 362) 
implements the National Academies of 
Science report, Rising above the Gathering 
Storm, which recommended increasing ‘‘Amer-
ica’s talent pool by vastly improving K–12 
science and mathematics education.’’ The bill 
invests in 10,000 new math and science 
teachers by increasing scholarships available 
for them, and will strengthen the skills of cur-
rent teachers by offering them more training 
and educational opportunities. This bill puts 
teachers and children at the center of our re-
newal strategy. 

It worries me that, since 1976, our invest-
ment in research has slipped by 45 percent 
(as a percentage of the gross domestic prod-
uct). To counteract this decline, the National 
Academies of Science report recommended 
an increased and sustained commitment to 
long-term, basic research. 

This commitment is further implemented in 
the Sowing the Seeds through Science and 
Engineering Research Act (H.R. 363). This bill 
provides grants for research scientists early in 
their careers, when researchers do their most 
innovative and ground-breaking work, and 
funds a much-needed national coordination ef-
fort for research infrastructure needs. The Na-
tional Science Foundation Authorization Act of 
2007 (H.R. 1867) also addresses this problem 
by doubling National Science Foundation fund-
ing over the next ten years, increasing our 
commitment to math, engineering, and science 
research and education. 

These bills will put an end to our neglect of 
science and math research and education and 
enable us to keep our competitive and innova-
tive edge, which has been eroding in recent 
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years. Our future prosperity depends on re-
versing this trend. Studies have shown that 85 
percent of growth in U.S. income before 1950 
was due to technological innovation and that 
in the last 60 years, technological innovation 
has been responsible for half of U.S. eco-
nomic growth. But in the fall of 2005, scientists 
polled by Rep. FRANK WOLF said that we were 
losing ground in science and innovation, with 
60 percent saying that we were ‘‘in decline’’ 
and 40 percent that we were ‘‘in a stall.’’ De-
cline and stall will not ensure job growth and 
economic prosperity in the coming century. 

But we must also apply the results of these 
research and education initiatives to our busi-
ness and manufacturing industry, and the 
Technology Innovation and Manufacturing 
Stimulation Act (H. R. 1868) begins this proc-
ess. The bill reauthorizes the National Insti-
tutes of Standards and Technology (NIST), 
which is responsible for many breakthrough 
technologies of the last century, setting us on 
course to double its funding over 10 years. It 
also creates the Technology Innovation Pro-
gram to allocate funds to small high-tech com-
panies and enable them to continue their re-
search and development until they can bring 
their products to the marketplace. 

Our investment in science and technology 
research and education can reverse the bleed-
ing away of our manufacturing base, which 
creates national, security as well as economic 
risks. In recent years almost half of our new 
jobs have been created by lowwage employ-
ers, which lower our standard of living. If we 
haven’t yet noticed, others have, and Canada 
and Australia won a Pew Research Center 
international poll in 2005 about the best coun-
try to go to lead a good life. Superiority in 
science and technology and a positive envi-
ronment for new or renewed industries will re-
sult in good, high-paying jobs, and allow us to 
overcome the competitive advantage of coun-
tries, like China, with low-wage structures. 

There is every reason to expect that we 
can, given sufficient investment, create new 
industries with good jobs to respond to our 
need for clean energy and energy independ-
ence, among many possibilities. I am proud to 
have voted to address this crisis and invest in 
our future prosperity, industrial strength, and 
national security. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF 
MTSU’S TENNIS COACH DALE 
SHORT 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2007 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate Dale 
Short, Middle Tennessee State University’s 
tennis coach, upon the occasion of his retire-
ment after 20 years with the university. 

During Dale’s time as head coach of 
MTSU’s tennis program, the teams moved fom 
competing in the Ohio Valley Conference to 
the Sun Belt Conference. Coach Short has 
coached the Blue Raiders to 383 victories, 11 
regular season championships and nine con-
ference tournament titles. Dale and his teams 
have also participated in eight of the last 12 

NCAA Team Championships, and several ath-
letes have made the NCAA Singles or Dou-
bles Championships in 10 of the last 13 sea-
sons. 

Before coaching tennis, Dale racked up an 
impressive record as a player. He was named 
OVC Player of the Year twice as a student at 
MTSU and All-State performer as an Oakland 
High School student. 

Director of Athletics Chris Massaro calls 
Dale ‘‘Mr. Tennis,’’ and says while Dale will be 
missed by MTSU, he will always be a Blue 
Raider. In his retirement, Dale says he and his 
wife, Ava, are looking forward to enjoying Blue 
Raider athletics—especially football, basketball 
and baseball, the sports they couldn’t watch 
as fans due to his busy coaching schedule. 

Coach Short, I wish you the best in your re-
tirement. As an MTSU alumnus, I’ll be watch-
ing the Blue Raiders right along with you. 

f 

COMMENDING STUDENTS FROM 
HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2007 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam. Speaker, 
I rise today to congratulate a group of twenty 
outstanding Hoosier students, Ben Anderson, 
Lauren Bowser, Austin Brady, Kristin Bucking-
ham, Jesse Hawkins, Kirk Higgins, Chris Hill, 
Tiernan Kane, Nika Kim, Ryan Landry, Julie 
Lux, Rachel Morris, Jeff Neufer, David 
Ostendorf, Ryan Puckett, Taylor Schueth, Matt 
Stein, Amy Thomas, Aleks Vitolins, and Ed-
ward Wolenty and their teacher Jill Baisinger. 

These students participated in the We the 
People: The Citizen and the Constitution com-
petition here in Washington, DC April 28–30, 
2007. After winning both the state and district 
competitions the group competed against 50 
other schools and achieved honorable mention 
and placement in the top ten. These students 
competed against a class from every state in 
the country and demonstrated a remarkable 
understanding of the fundamental ideals and 
values of American constitutional government. 

We the People: The Citizen and the Con-
stitution is an annual competition in Wash-
ington, DC in which students participate in a 
mock-congressional hearing. Every team has 
six units of three or more students and each 
is responsible for one particular area of Con-
gressional expertise. The students arrive pre-
pared to give speeches in response to formal 
prompts and then testify as constitutional ex-
perts before a panel of judges. More than 
1,200 students participate each year in the na-
tional competition. 

The program is administered by the Center 
for Civic Education and is the most extensive 
of its kind, reaching more than 28 million stu-
dents in elementary, middle and high schools. 
The Students from Hamilton Southeastern 
High School have made their fellow Hoosiers 
very proud and I wish them all the best in their 
future pursuits. 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
MEMORIAL HERMANN 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2007 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to bring the House of Representa-
tives’ attention to the many accomplishments 
of the Memorial Hermann Healthcare System. 
This year marks the system’s 100th year of 
providing the most advanced healthcare to the 
people of Texas. Though the Memorial Her-
mann name has only been in use since 1997, 
the hospitals that form this great healthcare 
system have been a cornerstone of the Hous-
ton medical community for over a century. 

Their story began in 1907 when Rev. Den-
nis Pevoto led an effort to purchase an 18-bed 
sanitarium in downtown Houston, and con-
verted it into what would eventually become 
known as the Memorial Hospital System. 
Under its new leadership, the hospital would 
treat all patients, regardless of religion, race or 
their ability to pay—a mission that has not 
changed in the hospital’s 100 year history. 

Seven years later, prominent Houstonian 
George H. Hermann bequeathed nearly $2.6 
million for the construction of a hospital dedi-
cated to treating the poor and sick of Houston. 
By 1925 the Hermann Hospital was accepting 
patients and opening a school of nursing. 
Eventually, the two hospitals would merge to 
form what is now known as Memorial Her-
mann. 

Throughout its first 100 years, the hospitals 
that now form the Memorial Hermann system 
have been at the leading edge of medicine 
and technology. Their many firsts include 
being the first general hospital in Texas to re-
ceive penicillin (1943), performing the first car-
diac catheterization in Texas (1946), being the 
first hospital in the nation to be air conditioned 
(1949), establishing the first general practice 
residency in Texas (1957), establishing the 
first hospital-based speech clinic in the South 
(1965), being the first community hospital in 
the nation to offer routine hearing tests for 
newborns (1969), and performing the first ever 
hand transplant (1992). These accomplish-
ments and many more have brought the med-
ical professionals of Memorial Hermann na-
tional and international recognition as one of 
the best in the business. In fact, Memorial was 
first voted a ‘‘Top 100’’ hospital in the nation 
beginning in 1996. 

Today, the Memorial Hermann Healthcare 
System encompasses 16 hospitals employing 
nearly 19,000 throughout Texas. Its state-of- 
the-art facilities treat patients and train the na-
tion’s next generation of physicians across the 
state, including in my hometown of The Wood-
lands. 

Madam Speaker, the lives this wonderful 
hospital has touched are countless. I con-
gratulate them on reaching this magnificent 
milestone and wish them the best for their 
next 100 years. 
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