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(b) DISTRIBUTION.—Subject to section 

5134(f) of title 31, United States Code, all sur-
charges which are received by the Secretary 
from the sale of coins issued under this Act 
shall be promptly paid by the Secretary to 
the National Federation of the Blind, to fur-
ther its programs to promote Braille lit-
eracy. 

(c) AUDITS.—The National Federation of 
the Blind shall be subject to the audit re-
quirements of section 5134(f)(2) of title 31, 
United States Code, with regard to the 
amounts received by the National Federa-
tion of the Blind under subsection (b). 

f 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
COMMEMORATIVE COIN ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate proceed to the 
immediate consideration of Calendar 
No. 500, S. 811. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 811) to require the Secretary of 

the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the bicentennial of the birth of Abra-
ham Lincoln. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be read a third 
time and passed, the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, and any 
statements relating to the bill be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 811) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, read the 
third time and passed, as follows: 

S. 811 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Abraham 
Lincoln Commemorative Coin Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds as follows: 
(1) Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President, 

was one of the Nation’s greatest leaders, 
demonstrating true courage during the Civil 
War, one of the greatest crises in the Na-
tion’s history. 

(2) Born of humble roots in present-day 
LaRue County, Kentucky, on February 12, 
1809, Abraham Lincoln rose to the Presi-
dency through a combination of honesty, in-
tegrity, intelligence, and commitment to the 
United States. 

(3) With the belief that all men were cre-
ated equal, Abraham Lincoln led the effort 
to free all slaves in the United States. 

(4) Abraham Lincoln had a generous heart, 
with malice toward none and with charity 
for all. 

(5) Abraham Lincoln gave the ultimate 
sacrifice for his country, dying from an as-
sassin’s bullet on April 15, 1865. 

(6) The year 2009 will be the bicentennial 
anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln. 

(7) The Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
Commission has been charged by Congress 
with planning the celebration of President 
Lincoln’s bicentennial. 

(8) The proceeds from a commemorative 
coin will help fund the celebration and the 
continued study of the life of President Lin-
coln. 
SEC. 3. COIN SPECIFICATIONS. 

(a) $1 SILVER COINS.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury (in this Act referred to as the ‘‘Sec-

retary’’) shall mint and issue not more than 
500,000 $1 coins, which shall— 

(1) weigh 26.73 grams; 
(2) have a diameter of 1.500 inches; and 
(3) contain 90 percent silver and 10 percent 

copper. 
(b) LEGAL TENDER.—The coins minted 

under this Act shall be legal tender, as pro-
vided in section 5103 of title 31, United States 
Code. 

(c) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of 
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United 
States Code, all coins minted under this Act 
shall be considered to be numismatic items. 
SEC. 4. DESIGN OF COINS. 

(a) DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The design of the coins 

minted under this Act shall be emblematic 
of the life and legacy of President Abraham 
Lincoln. 

(2) DESIGNATION AND INSCRIPTIONS.—On 
each coin minted under this Act, there shall 
be— 

(A) a designation of the value of the coin; 
(B) an inscription of the year ‘‘2009’’; and 
(C) inscriptions of the words ‘‘Liberty’’, 

‘‘In God We Trust’’, ‘‘United States of Amer-
ica’’, and ‘‘E Pluribus Unum’’. 

(b) SELECTION.—The design for the coins 
minted under this Act shall be— 

(1) selected by the Secretary, after con-
sultation with the Commission of Fine Arts 
and the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Com-
mission; and 

(2) reviewed by the Citizens Coinage Advi-
sory Committee established under section 
5135 of title 31, United States Code. 
SEC. 5. ISSUANCE OF COINS. 

(a) QUALITY OF COINS.—Coins minted under 
this Act shall be issued in uncirculated and 
proof qualities. 

(b) MINT FACILITY.—Only 1 facility of the 
United States Mint may be used to strike 
any particular quality of the coins minted 
under this Act. 

(c) PERIOD FOR ISSUANCE.—The Secretary 
may issue coins minted under this Act only 
during the 1-year period beginning on Janu-
ary 1, 2009. 
SEC. 6. SALE OF COINS. 

(a) SALE PRICE.—The coins minted under 
this Act shall be sold by the Secretary at a 
price equal to the sum of— 

(1) the face value of the coins; 
(2) the surcharge provided in section 7(a) 

with respect to such coins; and 
(3) the cost of designing and issuing the 

coins (including labor, materials, dies, use of 
machinery, overhead expenses, marketing, 
and shipping). 

(b) BULK SALES.—The Secretary shall 
make bulk sales of the coins minted under 
this Act at a reasonable discount. 

(c) PREPAID ORDERS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ac-

cept prepaid orders for the coins minted 
under this Act before the issuance of such 
coins. 

(2) DISCOUNT.—Sale prices with respect to 
prepaid orders under paragraph (1) shall be 
at a reasonable discount. 
SEC. 7. SURCHARGES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—All sales of coins minted 
under this Act shall include a surcharge of 
$10 per coin. 

(b) DISTRIBUTION.—Subject to section 
5134(f) of title 31, United States Code, all sur-
charges received by the Secretary from the 
sale of coins minted under this Act shall be 
promptly paid by the Secretary to the Abra-
ham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission to 
further the work of the Commission. 

(c) AUDITS.—The Abraham Lincoln Bicen-
tennial Commission shall be subject to the 
audit requirements of section 5134(f)(2) of 
title 31, United States Code. 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE 
CONGO RELIEF, SECURITY, AND 
DEMOCRACY PROMOTION ACT OF 
2005 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 442, S. 2125. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will state the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2125) to promote relief, security, 

and democracy in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
understand that Senator OBAMA has an 
amendment at the desk. I ask unani-
mous consent that it be considered and 
agreed to, the bill, as amended, be read 
the third time and passed, the motion 
to reconsider be laid upon the table, 
and that any statements relating 
thereto be printed in the RECORD as if 
read, without intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 4545) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

On page 1, line 6, strike ‘‘2005’’ and insert 
‘‘2006’’. 

On page 3, beginning on line 7, strike ‘‘pro-
moting security, peace, and prosperity in 
the’’ and insert ‘‘a secure, peaceful, and pros-
perous’’. 

Beginning on page 4, strike line 19 and all 
that follows through page 5, line 18, and in-
sert the following: 

(9) According to the 2005 Department of 
State report on human rights practices in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, ‘‘In 
all areas of the country, the human rights 
record remained poor, and numerous serious 
abuses were committed; however, there were 
some improvements during the year.’’. 

On page 6, beginning on line 4, strike ‘‘fair 
and democratic elections within the time-
frame provided by the Sun City Peace Ac-
cords’’ and insert ‘‘that the elections sched-
uled to be held on July 30, 2006, and future 
elections in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo are carried out in a fair and demo-
cratic manner’’. 

On page 6, line 23, insert ‘‘through the pro-
vision of necessary equipment and training’’ 
after ‘‘establish’’. 

On page 7, line 15, insert ‘‘and other ille-
gally armed groups’’ before the semicolon at 
the end. 

On page 12, beginning on line 7, strike ‘‘2005 
(division D of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2005; Public Law 108–447; 118 Stat. 
3015)’’ and insert ‘‘2006 (Public Law 109–102; 
119 Stat. 2218)’’. 

On page 14, line 20, strike ‘‘60’’ and insert 
‘‘180’’. 

On page 15, after section (b) insert: 
(c) ELIGIBILITY OF DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

EMPLOYEES.—The individual designated to 
serve as the Special Envoy may be an em-
ployee of the Department of State with the 
rank of Deputy Assistant Secretary or high-
er. 

On page 16, line 9, strike ‘‘IN GENERAL.—’’. 
On page 19, strike lines 3 through 11. 
On page 20, strike lines 3 through 15 and in-

sert the following: 
(b) SUPPORT CONTINGENT ON PROGRESS.—If 

the Secretary of State determines that the 
Government of the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo is not making sufficient progress 
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towards accomplishing the policy objectives 
in section 102, the President shall consider 
withdrawing United States support for the 
assistance described in subsection (a) when 
future funding decisions are considered. 

The bill (S. 2125), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, read the third time, and passed, as 
follows: 

S. 2125 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Democratic 
Republic of the Congo Relief, Security, and 
Democracy Promotion Act of 2006’’. 
TITLE I—BILATERAL ACTION ON AD-

DRESSING URGENT NEEDS IN THE 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 

SEC. 101. FINDINGS. 
Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) The National Security Strategy of the 

United States, dated September 17, 2002, con-
cludes that ‘‘[i]n Africa, promise and oppor-
tunity sit side-by-side with disease, war, and 
desperate poverty. This threatens both a 
core value of the United States preserving 
human dignity and our strategic priority 
combating global terror. American interests 
and American principles, therefore, lead in 
the same direction: we will work with others 
for an African continent that lives in liberty, 
peace, and growing prosperity.’’ 

(2) On February 16, 2005, the Director of the 
Central Intelligence Agency testified, ‘‘In 
Africa, chronic instability will continue to 
hamper counterterrorism efforts and pose 
heavy humanitarian and peacekeeping bur-
dens.’’ 

(3) According to the United States Agency 
for International Development, ‘‘Given its 
size, population, and resources, the Congo is 
an important player in Africa and of long- 
term interest to the United States.’’ 

(4) The Democratic Republic of Congo is 
2,345,410 square miles (approximately 1⁄4 the 
size of the United States), lies at the heart of 
Africa, and touches every major region of 
sub-Saharan Africa. Therefore, a secure, 
peaceful, and prosperous Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo would have a profound im-
pact on progress throughout Africa. 

(5) A mortality study completed in Decem-
ber 2004 by the International Rescue Com-
mittee found that 31,000 people were dying 
monthly and 3,800,000 people had died in the 
previous 6 years because of the conflict in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo and 
resulting disintegration of the social service 
infrastructure and that ‘‘improving and 
maintaining security and increasing simple, 
proven and cost-effective interventions such 
as basic medical care, immunizations and 
clean water would save hundreds of thou-
sands of lives in the Congo. There’s no short-
age of evidence. It’s sustained compassion 
and political will that’s lacking.’’ 

(6) The International Crisis Group con-
cluded, ‘‘The conflict in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo remains one of the dead-
liest conflicts since World War II and has re-
sulted in the loss of nearly 4 million lives 
since 1998. . . . The international community, 
and the United Nations Security Council in 
particular, must take strong and urgent ac-
tion to support the transition, establish a 
national army and secure lasting peace in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, if it 
is to live up to its responsibility to protect 
those in need.’’ 

(7) According to the Department of State, 
‘‘returning one of Africa’s largest countries 
[the Democratic Republic of the Congo] to 
full peace and stability will require signifi-
cant United States investments in support of 

national elections, the reintegration of 
former combatants, the return and re-
integration of refugees and [internally dis-
placed persons], establishment of central 
government control over vast territories, 
and promotion of national reconciliation and 
good governance’’. 

(8) According to the 2005 Department of 
State report on human rights practices in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, ‘‘In 
all areas of the country, the human rights 
record remained poor, and numerous serious 
abuses were committed; however, there were 
some improvements during the year.’’. 
SEC. 102. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

It is the policy of the United States— 
(1) to promote, reinvigorate, and support 

the political process in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo in order to press all par-
ties in the Transitional National Govern-
ment to move forward with approval of an 
electoral law and put in place mechanisms, 
including national and international elec-
tion observers, fair and transparent voter 
registration procedures, and a significant 
civic awareness and public education cam-
paign, to ensure that the elections scheduled 
to be held on July 30, 2006, and future elec-
tions in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo are carried out in a fair and demo-
cratic manner; 

(2) to ensure that, once a stable national 
government is established in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, it is committed to 
multiparty democracy, open and transparent 
governance, respect for human rights and re-
ligious freedom, ending the violence 
throughout the country, promoting peace 
and stability with its neighbors, rehabili-
tating the national judicial system and en-
hancing the rule of law, and combating cor-
ruption; 

(3) to assist the Government of the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo in meeting the 
basic needs of its citizens, including secu-
rity, safety, and access to health care, edu-
cation, food, shelter, and clean drinking 
water; 

(4) to engage in security sector reform by 
helping the Government of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo establish through the 
provision of necessary equipment and train-
ing a viable and professional national army 
and police force that respects human rights 
and the rule of law, is under effective civil-
ian control, and possesses a viable presence 
throughout the entire country, including by 
contributing to the provision of necessary 
equipment and training; 

(5) to expedite planning and implementa-
tion of programs associated with the disar-
mament, demobilization, repatriation, re-
integration, and rehabilitation process in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo; 

(6) to support efforts of the Government of 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the 
United Nations Peacekeeping Mission in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC), 
and other entities, as appropriate, to disarm, 
demobilize, and repatriate the Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda and 
other illegally armed groups; 

(7) to ensure that the Government of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo— 

(A) is committed to responsible and trans-
parent management of natural resources 
across the country; and 

(B) takes active measures— 
(i) to promote economic development; 
(ii) to hold accountable individuals who 

misuse the country’s natural resources for 
personal gain; and 

(iii) to implement the Extractive Indus-
tries Transparency Initiative by enacting 
laws requiring disclosure and independent 
auditing of company payments and govern-
ment receipts for natural resource extrac-
tion; 

(8) to promote a viable civil society and to 
enhance nongovernmental organizations and 
institutions, including religious organiza-
tions, the media, political parties, trade 
unions, and trade and business associations, 
that can act as a stabilizing force and effec-
tive check on the government; 

(9) to rebuild and enhance infrastructure, 
communications, and other mechanisms that 
will increase the ability of the central gov-
ernment to manage internal affairs, encour-
age economic development, and facilitate re-
lief efforts of humanitarian organizations; 

(10) to halt the high prevalence of sexual 
abuse and violence perpetrated against 
women and children in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo and mitigate the detri-
mental effects from acts of this type of vio-
lence by undertaking a number of health, 
education, and financial support measures, 
including psycho-social programs, coun-
seling, and HIV/AIDS testing and treatment, 
and providing financial support; 

(11) to work aggressively on a bilateral 
basis to urge governments of countries con-
tributing troops to the United Nations 
Peacekeeping Mission in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo (MONUC) to enact and 
enforce laws on trafficking in persons and 
sexual abuse that meet international stand-
ards, promote codes of conduct for troops 
serving as part of United Nations peace-
keeping missions, and immediately inves-
tigate and punish citizens who are respon-
sible for abuses in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo; 

(12) to undertake steps that— 
(A) protect internally displaced persons 

and refugees in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo and border regions from all forms 
of violence, including gender-based violence 
and other human rights abuses; 

(B) address other basic needs of vulnerable 
populations with the goal of allowing these 
conflict-affected individuals to ultimately 
return to their homes; and 

(C) assess the magnitude of the problem in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo of or-
phans from conflict and HIV/AIDS, and work 
to establish a program of national support; 

(13) to engage with governments working 
to promote peace and security throughout 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo and 
hold accountable individuals, entities, and 
countries working to destabilize the country; 
and 

(14) to promote appropriate use of the for-
ests of the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
in a manner that benefits the rural popu-
lation in that country that depends on the 
forests for their livelihoods and protects na-
tional and environmental interests. 
SEC. 103. BILATERAL ASSISTANCE TO THE DEMO-

CRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO. 
(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In addition to amounts 

otherwise available for such purposes, in-
cluding amounts from regional funds, there 
is authorized to be appropriated $52,000,000 
for fiscal year 2006 for bilateral assistance 
programs in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo under the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.), the Agricultural 
Trade Development and Assistance Act of 
1954 (68 Stat. 454, chapter 469), and the Arms 
Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.). 

(2) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Amounts ap-
propriated pursuant to paragraph (1) are au-
thorized to remain available until expended. 

(b) USES OF ASSISTANCE.—Amounts appro-
priated pursuant to subsection (a) shall be 
used to accomplish the policy objectives in 
section 102. 

(c) FUTURE YEAR FUNDING.—The Depart-
ment of State should submit budget requests 
in fiscal years 2007, 2008, and 2009 that con-
tain increases in bilateral assistance for the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo that are 
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appropriate and similar to the increase au-
thorized under subsection (a) for fiscal year 
2006 if progress is being made, particularly 
cooperation by the Government of the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo, toward accom-
plishing the objectives in section 102. 

(d) OFFSETS.—Not later than 30 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of State should consult with the 
Chairmen and Ranking Members of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, the Committee 
on Appropriations, and the Committee on 
the Budget of the Senate and the Committee 
on International Relations, the Committee 
on Appropriations, and the Committee on 
the Budget of the House of Representatives 
to determine appropriate reductions in fund-
ing, especially redundant or duplicative pro-
grams, to offset the increase in funding au-
thorized in subsection (a). 

(e) USES OF SECURITY ASSISTANCE.—Secu-
rity assistance that is authorized to be ap-
propriated under this section shall be made 
available consistent with section 551 of the 
Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and 
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2006 
(Public Law 109–102; 119 Stat. 2218) and other 
provisions of law related to eligibility. 

(f) COORDINATION WITH OTHER DONOR NA-
TIONS.—The United States should work with 
other donor nations, on a bilateral and mul-
tilateral basis, to increase international con-
tributions to the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo and accomplish the policy objectives 
described in section 102. 
SEC. 104. ACCOUNTABILITY FOR THE GOVERN-

MENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUB-
LIC OF THE CONGO. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) the Government of the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo must be committed to 
achieving the policy objectives described in 
this Act if the efforts of the United States 
and other members of the international com-
munity are to be effective in bringing relief, 
security, and democracy to the country; and 

(2) the international community, through 
the United Nations peacekeeping mission, 
humanitarian and development relief, and 
other forms of assistance, is providing a sub-
stantial amount of funding that is giving the 
Government of the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo an opportunity to make progress 
towards accomplishing the policy objectives 
in section 102, but this assistance cannot 
continue in perpetuity. 

(b) REPORT ON PROGRESS.— 
(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than one 

year after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Comptroller General of the United 
States shall submit to Congress a report on 
the progress made toward accomplishing the 
policy objectives described in section 102. 

(2) CONTENT.—The report required under 
paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) a description of any major impedi-
ments that prevent the accomplishment of 
the policy objectives described in section 102; 

(B) an evaluation of United States policies 
and foreign assistance programs designed to 
accomplish such policy objectives; and 

(C) recommendations for— 
(i) improving these policies and programs; 

and 
(ii) any additional bilateral or multilateral 

actions necessary to promote peace and pros-
perity in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. 

(c) TERMINATION OF ASSISTANCE.—The Sec-
retary of State may withhold assistance oth-
erwise available under this Act if the Sec-
retary determines and reports to Congress 
that the Government of the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo is not making sufficient 
progress towards accomplishing the policy 
objectives described in section 102. 

SEC. 105. STRATEGY ON PROMOTING HUMANI-
TARIAN RELIEF, SECURITY, AND DE-
MOCRACY IN THE DEMOCRATIC RE-
PUBLIC OF THE CONGO. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the President 
shall submit to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on 
International Relations and the Committee 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives a report setting forth a strategy for 
achieving the policy objectives described in 
section 102, including a description of an ef-
fective mechanism for coordination of 
United States Government efforts to imple-
ment this strategy. 
SEC. 106. SPECIAL ENVOY FOR THE GREAT LAKES 

REGION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the President should appoint a Special 
Envoy for the Great Lakes Region to resolve 
the instability and insecurity in Eastern 
Congo, which is the result of multiple inter-
national and domestic factors, and to en-
hance the regional harmonization of United 
States policies and assistance programs. 

(b) CONSULTATION.—In appointing the Spe-
cial Envoy, the President should consult 
with the Majority Leader and Minority 
Leader of the Senate, the Speaker and Mi-
nority Leader of the House of Representa-
tives, and the Chairmen and Ranking Mem-
bers of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
of the Senate and the Committee on Inter-
national Relations of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

(c) ELIGIBILITY OF DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EMPLOYEES.—The individual designated to 
serve as the Special Envoy may be an em-
ployee of the Department of State with the 
rank of Deputy Assistant Secretary or high-
er. 
TITLE II—MULTILATERAL ACTIONS TO 

ADDRESS URGENT NEEDS IN THE DEMO-
CRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 

SEC. 201. PROMOTION OF UNITED STATES POL-
ICY TOWARD THE DEMOCRATIC RE-
PUBLIC OF THE CONGO IN THE 
UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUN-
CIL. 

The United States shall use its voice and 
vote in the United Nations Security Coun-
cil— 

(1) to address exploitation at the United 
Nations Peacekeeping Mission in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) by 
urging, when credible allegations exist, ap-
propriate investigation of alleged perpetra-
tors and, as necessary, prosecution of United 
Nations personnel responsible for sexual 
abuses in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo; 

(2) to ensure that appropriate guidelines, 
codes of conduct, and programs for the pre-
vention of sexual abuse and trafficking in 
persons are undertaken by the United Na-
tions; 

(3) to strengthen the authority and capac-
ity of MONUC by— 

(A) providing specific authority and obliga-
tion to prevent and effectively counter im-
minent threats; 

(B) clarifying and strengthening MONUC’s 
rules of engagement to enhance the protec-
tion of vulnerable civilian populations; 

(C) enhancing the surveillance and intel-
ligence-gathering capabilities available to 
MONUC; 

(D) where consistent with United States 
policy, making available personnel, commu-
nications, and military assets that improve 
the effectiveness of robust peacekeeping, mo-
bility, and command and control capabilities 
of MONUC; and 

(E) providing MONUC with the authority 
and resources needed to support efforts sur-

rounding national elections and the ref-
erendum on the constitution, and to monitor 
arms trafficking and natural resource exploi-
tation at key border posts and airfields in 
the eastern part of the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo; 

(4) to encourage regular visits of the 
United Nations Security Council to monitor 
the situation in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo; 

(5) to ensure that the practice of recruiting 
and arming children in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo is immediately halted 
pursuant to Security Council Resolutions 
1460 (2003) and 1539 (2004); 

(6) to strengthen the arms embargo im-
posed pursuant to Security Council Resolu-
tion 1493 (2003) and ensure that violators are 
held accountable through appropriate meas-
ures, including the possible imposition of 
sanctions; 

(7) to allow for the more effective protec-
tion and monitoring of natural resources in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, espe-
cially in the eastern part of the country, and 
for public disclosure and independent audit-
ing of natural resource revenues to help en-
sure transparent and accountable manage-
ment of these revenues; 

(8) to press countries in the Congo region 
to help facilitate an end to the violence in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo and 
promote relief, security, and democracy 
throughout the region; and 

(9) to encourage the United Nations Sec-
retary-General to become more involved in 
completing the policy objectives described in 
paragraphs (1) and (2) of section 102 and en-
sure that recent fighting in North Kivu, 
which displaced over 150,000 people, as well 
as fighting in Ituri and other areas, does not 
create widespread instability throughout the 
country. 
SEC. 202. INCREASING CONTRIBUTIONS AND 

OTHER HUMANITARIAN AND DEVEL-
OPMENT ASSISTANCE THROUGH 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall in-
struct the United States permanent rep-
resentative or executive director, as the case 
may be, to the United Nations voluntary 
agencies, including the World Food Program, 
the United Nations Development Program, 
and the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees, international financial institu-
tions, and other appropriate international 
organizations to use the voice and vote of 
the United States to support additional hu-
manitarian and development assistance for 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo in 
order to accomplish the objectives described 
in section 102. 

(b) SUPPORT CONTINGENT ON PROGRESS.—If 
the Secretary of State determines that the 
Government of the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo is not making sufficient progress 
towards accomplishing the policy objectives 
in section 102, the President shall consider 
withdrawing United States support for the 
assistance described in subsection (a) when 
future funding decisions are considered. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE FDA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the HELP 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration and the Senate now pro-
ceed to H. Con. Res 426. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 426) 

recognizing the Food and Drug Administra-
tion of the Department of Health and Human 
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