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22 percent of the State’s gross product,
MEP has assisted 1,700 small and me-
dium sized manufacturers to improve
their productivity and profitability.
One example is the Jor-Mac Company,
a metal fabrication company in Graf-
ton, WI, which was beset by fierce Chi-
nese competitors. After working with
MEP, Jor-Mac improved its production
efficiency, increasing sales by $5 mil-
lion.

Since its inception in 1988, the Manu-
facturing Extension Partnership has
been an invaluable resource to manu-
facturers. Without strong Federal sup-
port, MEP will be unable to maintain
its mission of serving America’s small
manufacturers. At a time when we
want to increase economic activity, ex-
pand U.S. exports, and strengthen the
manufacturing base of our Nation,
MEP is a fiscally sound investment of
Federal resources.

————
RENEWABLE FUELS

Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, this
week is the long-anticipated Energy
Week over at the House of Representa-
tives. It is the response of that Cham-
ber’s leadership to the soaring energy
prices which are hurting this Nation’s
consumers, families, and businesses.

After hearing the House Energy
Week touted for months, I was natu-
rally curious about what would be on
the agenda. A plan to put more alter-
native fuel vehicles on the road? Incen-
tives to make renewable fuels available
to more consumers? A plan to rein in
the Federal Government’s vast con-
sumption of fossil energy?

No, Mr. President, none of those wor-
thy initiatives are being discussed dur-
ing House Energy Week. In fact, I am
told that their only initiative is a plan
to weaken a quarter-century ban on
offshore drilling. That is it. That is evi-
dently the House’s plan to provide re-
lief for Americans from the high cost of
energy. Not the slightest mention of
the role that renewable fuels might
play in solving this energy crisis.

For most American families who
drive passenger cars, ethanol is this
country’s most promising alternative
to foreign oil. Ethanol is not merely an
additive to gasoline, it is a replace-
ment for gasoline, which is why major
o0il companies have sought to block its
entry into the marketplace.

I have heard from gas station fran-
chise owners in my State of Minnesota
that the major oil companies have pre-
vented them from selling E85 with a re-
quirement that only branded products
be sold under the company’s branded
canopy. This means that, rather than
selling E85 from one of several existing
pumps, a station owner must dig a new
hole in the ground somewhere in the
parking lot, and install a new pump,
often at costs of up to $75,000.

Perhaps this explains why, of the es-
timated 170,000 service stations in the
country, just 800, or less than 5 per-
cent, offer E85 fuel. And of those 800
stations, over one-fourth, or 210 sta-
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tions, are located in my State of Min-
nesota.

I have introduced legislation, the Re-
newable Fuels Promotion Act, that
would prohibit oil companies from re-
stricting where E85 and biodiesel can
be sold on the premises of franchised
gas stations.

E85 is a very popular fuel, where it is
available. This year, first quarter sales
in Minnesota increased 320 percent over
last year, as the price of gas soared.
Americans all over the country should
have access to E85, and my bill would
ensure that every gas station owner
who wants to sell it has the ability to
do so.

My legislation also targets the Fed-
eral Government’s failure to embrace
renewable fuels. In his State of the
Union address, the President said our
Nation is addicted to oil. What he
failed to mention was that the Federal
Government is the biggest addict of
them all. The Federal Government is
far and away the largest consumer of
energy in the United States. In fact,
the Department of Defense alone is the
single largest consumer of petroleum
fuel in the world. So what would hap-
pen if the largest consumer in the most
energy-hungry nation in the world used
its tremendous market power to pur-
chase renewable fuels?

Consider this: In 2004, the Federal
Government consumed 2 billion gallons
of petroleum diesel fuel. If every gallon
of that diesel had been a blend of 20
percent biodiesel and 80 percent diesel
fuel, the Government would have con-
sumed 400 million gallons of biodiesel—
a great boost for the nascent industry.
Instead, the Federal Government is
using its massive purchasing power to
buy petroleum fuel—a windfall for the
oil companies. In 2004, the Federal pur-
chases of ethanol and biodiesel fuels
combined amounted to a paltry 3 mil-
lion gallons, less than two-tenths of 1
percent of the total fuel consumption.

According to the Department of En-
ergy, ‘‘One reason for the relatively
low alternative fuel use rate is the lack
of sufficient alternative fuel infra-
structure.” ““The Renewable Fuels Pro-
motion Act” would require every Fed-
eral fueling station to be equipped with
a renewable fuels pump. On May 17, I
sent a letter to President Bush asking
him to accomplish the same thing with
an Executive order.

In the world of renewable fuels, infra-
structure is half the battle. If you
don’t have the pumps, you can’t sell
the fuel. My bill addresses the funda-
mental problem underlying the Federal
Government’s failure to embrace
biofuels: the fuels are not available at
Federal fueling stations. In Congress,
we can’t control the private energy
markets, but we do have some sway
over the Federal Government. My bill
would ensure that the tremendous pur-
chasing power of the Federal Govern-
ment would take us in the right direc-
tion: toward a stronger biofuels indus-
try, and away from reliance on foreign
oil.
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In conclusion, I wish our House col-
leagues the best as they proceed with
their Energy Week agenda. However, 1
would caution them that a plan to drill
offshore is not really a plan for relief
from high energy prices. Even if legis-
lation were passed today, no new oil
would come online for a decade or
more. Americans don’t have a decade
to wait.

Ethanol and biodiesel are here today.
They are ready for consumers, and
automakers are ready with the vehi-
cles. The Renewable Fuels Promotions
Act would help bring biofuels to the
customers that need energy security
today.

———

INTERNATIONAL POLAR YEAR

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
rise to take this time to speak about
the Arctic and the upcoming Inter-
national Polar Year. The Arctic is still
a new frontier for many in Congress.
For many, it is too far away, too dark
and too cold to merit much attention.
But whether you represent Florida,
Iowa, or any other State, Americans
around the country are connected to
events in the Arctic. From climate
change and the development of our nat-
ural resources, to international trea-
ties and maritime rights, more knowl-
edge about each of these issues is need-
ed to help us formulate and shape the
policies that will impact the Arctic and
our country for future generations.

It has been nearly 14 years since the
United States last developed an Arctic
policy. The world was a different place
14 years ago. The Cold War had just
ended. Climate change was barely
being considered as an issue. An acces-
sible, navigable Arctic Ocean was no-
where near as real a prospect as it is
today. The Arctic Council, an intergov-
ernmental organization that addresses
many of the common concerns and
challenges faced by the Arctic states,
was just getting started. And we had
nowhere near the sensitivity to the
changes life is bringing to indigenous
residents of the Arctic.

Times have changed, and we need a
new Arctic policy. The upcoming Inter-
national Polar Year will be the 50th an-
niversary of the International Geo-
physical Year of 1957-1958 and con-
tinues a tradition of international
science years that began in 1882-1883
and again in 1932-1933.

The purpose of the International
Polar Year is to spark an interest in
those whose expertise may not be in
the Polar Regions. Most importantly,
the theme is international.

IPY is being led by the International
Council for Science, ICSU, and the
World Meteorological Organization,
WMO. Participating nations so far in-
clude Argentina, Australia, Austria,
Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Czech Repub-
lic, Chile, China, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greenland, Iceland,
India, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea, Ma-
laysia, New Zealand, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Russia, South Africa, Spain,
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Sweden, Switzerland, the Netherlands,
Ukraine, United Kingdom, TUnited
States of America, Uruguay, and oth-
ers.

The International Polar Year is actu-
ally 2 years, from March 1, 2007, until
March 1, 2009, allowing two field sea-
sons of research in both the Arctic and
the Antarctic. The timeframe was se-
lected to encourage an intensive burst
of effort that can be coordinated
among many nations. During this time,
scientists will lay the groundwork for
sustained assessments of environ-
mental change and variability. In addi-
tion, the resulting enhanced infrastruc-
ture and observation systems will pro-
vide an improved foundation for ongo-
ing science.

In the United States, the administra-
tion has asked the National Science
Foundation to lead U.S. IPY activities.
NSF allocated roughly $13 million for
this fiscal year for research opportuni-
ties. The announcements for these re-
search grants will occur sometime in
late July or August of this year.

Another round of grants is expected
in February or March of 2007, as the
President requested $62 million for fis-
cal year 2007 just in time for the start
of the IPY.

Other agencies are contributing to
IPY, including the National Institute
of Health, NASA, the State Depart-
ment, and the Department of Energy.
In fact, the Department of Energy is
sponsoring a summit on energy devel-
opment and rural power as it relates to
the Arctic. The core of the summit will
be a technology conference held in An-
chorage, AK, the week of October 14,
2007. Leading up to the technology con-
ference and following the summit to its
completion will be an education and
outreach effort with the goal of cap-
turing the interest of the public and
decisionmakers and attracting and de-
veloping the next generation of sci-
entists, engineers, and leaders.

Despite the many events and re-
search projects that will be happening
around the world, it is important that
we not lose focus on why we are having
IPY: to make a contribution that will
not only serve as a benchmark in un-
derstanding the polar regions but also
help leave a legacy for future scientists
and researchers. The worst-case sce-
nario for IPY is for great scientific
achievements to happen over the next 2
years, and nobody knows about it.
Showcasing IPY is essential.

As scientists work to achieve break-
throughs in their respective fields,
they will also be increasing their col-
laboration with local communities and
indigenous people as partners in re-
search from designing the projects and
collecting and interpreting the data to
disseminating the results.

There are already projects trying to
achieve a greater partnership. For ex-
ample, The STUDENT-PARTNERS
Project, SPP, headed by the Woods
Hole Research Center in Massachu-
setts, unites students, teachers, and
scientists to study the role of rivers in
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the Arctic system and create an inno-
vative and effective education and out-
reach program. By partnering with K-
12 grade students and teachers living
beside the largest Arctic rivers in Rus-
sia, Canada, and Alaska, the high fre-
quency river water samples that are
needed to understand hydrologic and
biogeochemical fluxes in the river sys-
tems will be obtained. In the process,
the capability we seek in a multi-
national Arctic river observing net-
work will be developed.

In the Bering Strait School District
in Alaska, teachers are trained to edu-
cate students in grades K-12 about cli-
mate change data collection and sci-
entific study. The project blends mod-
ern science with Native tradition, lan-
guage, and subsistence needs. Full
community involvement has been
achieved in 13 of the 15 villages in the
school district.

Scientists from the Geophysical In-
stitute at the University of Alaska
work with teachers and students to
collect data on weather, erosion, sea
ice movement, and wave and wind ac-
tion. Native elders are involved in
teaching the students using the Native
language, culture, and historical obser-
vations. The elders use the data to as-
sist them in predicting dangerous
weather and sea conditions as the plan
for subsistence activities. What they
are doing not only benefits the commu-
nity and sustains Native traditions, it
also generates a new generation of in-
dividuals interested in Arctic science.

The upcoming International Polar
Year can play a significant role in fo-
cusing our Nation, and for that matter
the world, on the work that is being
done, and needs to be done, in the Arc-
tic. I plan to use the occasion of the
International Polar Year to bring more
of my colleagues to the north. When I
say the north, I mean going to the Per-
mafrost tunnel in Fairbanks or the
Toolik Field Station on the North
Slope of Alaska to see for themselves
what the Arctic is really like.

The IPY is also an opportunity to
craft greater coordination and coopera-
tion among Arctic nations so that
those who live in the Arctic benefit.
And perhaps most important of all, it
is an opportunity to develop the next
generation of Arctic researchers to
carry on this important work.

I look forward to further discussions
on the Arctic as the International
Polar Year draws closer and the rel-
evance of the Arctic to the Nation and
the world as a whole.

———
CAPE VERDE INDEPENDENCE DAY

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I
recognize the 3lst anniversary of the
independence of Cape Verde. On July 5,
1975, this island nation gained inde-
pendence from Portugal and since then
has established itself as one of the
most politically stable and economi-
cally viable countries in Africa.

After discovery by Portuguese ex-
plorers in 1457 and then again in 1462,
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Cape Verde was incorporated into the
Portuguese Empire as the first Euro-
pean settlement in the tropics. Over
the next several hundred years, it was
a lucrative trading post between Eu-
rope, Africa, and the Americas.

A few years after World War II, with
a growing nationalist movement, Por-
tugal granted Cape Verde overseas
province status. Within 5 years a group
of Cape Verdeans and neighboring
Guinea-Bissauans organized a coalition
for the independence of Guinea-Bissau
and Cape Verde. After the 1974 Por-
tuguese revolution, the new govern-
ment signed an independence agree-
ment with all of Portugal’s overseas
provinces, including Cape Verde. After
six centuries of colonial rule, Cape
Verde formally gained independence on
July 5, 1975.

Since the beginning of its independ-
ence, Cape Verde has strived for a
democratic government. In 1991, the
first multiparty elections in Cape
Verdean history were held. Today, the
Cape Verdean government is stable,
with four parties sharing seats in the
National Assembly. It has established
market-oriented economic policies
that are attracting foreign visitors, en-
suring Cape Verde a strong service and
tourism economy.

Cape Verde has also been an essential
part of international security. Over the
past month, Cape Verde has served as
the proving grounds for the latest test-
ing of the emerging NATO Response
Force, NRF. With over 7,000 soldiers,
sailors, and airmen, Exercise Steadfast
Jaguar 2006 is a major test of the
NREF’s ability to operate quickly, stra-
tegically, and at distance. Facing a va-
riety of environmental conditions, the
NRF is able to execute its largest mili-
tary maneuvers since its creation exer-
cising a wide array of missions. The
archipelago’s terrain provide chal-
lenging beaches for amphibious as-
sault, arid flatlands for ground war-
fare, and a mountainous volcano for
humanitarian relief after a fictitious
eruption. These exercises, while still
ongoing, can only be measured as a
success and a true representation of
international cooperation.

Today there are close to 350,000 Cape
Verdeans living in the United States,
almost equal to the population of Cape
Verde itself. Many of these Cape
Verdeans make their home in Rhode Is-
land. On behalf of the residents of my
State, I wish to thank them for their
contributions to our country.

Finding its place in the international
community, Cape Verde has stood up
to assist the world’s peacekeeping force
in their infancy. It is fitting we honor
Cape Verde’s independence along side
of our own. They understand the im-
portance of a democratic society and
international responsibility. I send all
Cape Verdeans in Rhode Island and
around the world my best wishes as
they celebrate their homeland’s inde-
pendence
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