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to make people laugh. He was a great 
guy to be around.’’ 

His enthusiasm and thirst for excite-
ment led to his decision to join the Ma-
rines shortly before graduation from 
Seaford Christian Academy in June of 
2004. His mother Carol stated, ‘‘That’s 
all he ever wanted to do, and he was 
thrilled when he was doing military 
duty.’’ Rick’s father, when speaking to 
several hundred friends, family, and 
members of the community gathered 
for his son’s memorial service, said 
that ‘‘He always wanted to have the 
hardest job. In baseball, he wanted to 
be the catcher. In soccer, he wanted to 
be center-midfielder. He wanted to be 
involved.’’ Above all, Mr. James re-
minded us that ‘‘Rick had a dream and 
he followed it.’’ He then urged us all, 
‘‘If you have a dream, follow it.’’ 

This was Rick’s second tour of duty 
in Iraq serving with Kilo Company, 3rd 
Battalion, 8th Regiment, 2nd Marine 
Division, II Marine Expeditionary 
Force. The day the young lance cor-
poral lost his life, he was providing se-
curity at an over-watch position within 
a building when he was struck by small 
arms fire near Ramadi, Iraq. Ramadi is 
one of the most dangerous spots for our 
troops in Iraq where, according to an 
embedded reporter on assignment for 
USA Today, ‘‘about 8 out of 10 of Kilo’s 
foot patrols engage in contact with the 
enemy.’’ On a daily basis, our marines 
in Ramadi face threats of sniper at-
tacks and catastrophic roadside bombs. 

Rick James grew up in the tightly 
knit community of Seaford, DE. News 
of Rick’s death rocked the community, 
as he was the second Marine from 
Seaford to die in a week’s span, and the 
town’s third Iraq war fatality since op-
erations began in 2003. With two funer-
als within days of one another, the city 
of Seaford turned out in force to sup-
port the families of the fallen soldiers, 
lining the streets with American flags, 
in a demonstration of overwhelming 
compassion and patriotism. 

One always wonders how a family 
survives a tragedy like this. After 
spending time with Rick’s loved ones, 
it was very clear to me that this fam-
ily, and their son Rick, found their 
strength through an unwavering faith 
in God and the support of their family, 
friends, and community. Pastor John 
Reynolds, the lance corporal’s cousin 
said, ‘‘Rick had a passion for his fam-
ily. Rick had a passion for the Marine 
Corps. Rick knew beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that if something were to happen 
he’d spend eternity with his God. Rick 
died offering himself for the sake of 
others.’’ Pastor Donnie Reynolds who 
spoke at the service for Rick perhaps 
said it best. ‘‘Rick did not just exist. 
He lived out God’s plan. I believe Rick 
James is an American hero.’’ The 
evening before, during a quiet moment 
as we paid our respects to the family, 
Rick’s father said, ‘‘People now refer to 
his son as a hero, but he has always 
been a hero to me.’’ 

I rise today to commemorate Rick, 
to celebrate his life, and to offer his 

family our support and our deepest 
sympathy on their tragic loss. 

f 

FLAG PROTECTION AMENDMENT 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I rise 
today, Flag Day, in support of S.J. Res. 
12, which seeks to establish a constitu-
tional amendment to ban the desecra-
tion of our flag. 

From the time of our Revolutionary 
War to this very moment, Old Glory 
has been the undying symbol of our Na-
tion. While it is a symbol that has 
many different meanings to many dif-
ferent people, it is the one symbol that 
represents the hopes and dreams of 
millions of people who have fled tyr-
anny in another land and fought to pre-
serve freedom here at home. More than 
anything else, it represents the selfless 
sacrifices of previous generations who 
have willingly laid down their lives so 
that we can live in the most prosperous 
and free nation in the history of the 
world. 

As a Marine, I served under our flag 
as I proudly do now as the Senator 
from the great State of Montana. Thus, 
I know a thing or two about what our 
flag stands for—as does most every vet-
eran who served and sacrificed under 
our flag, or who has fired and been 
fired upon in combat defending what 
our flag stands for. Countless millions 
of American soldiers have done and 
continue to do the same. As we speak, 
there are over 14,000 Montanans in the 
service of their country, 1,365 of whom 
are now serving overseas. 

It is simply an insult to these brave 
Americans that the sacrifices they 
have made in the name of liberty under 
the American flag are spit on by people 
who would burn, trample, or otherwise 
willfully desecrate our flag. While we 
rightly honor the brave men and 
women who have sacrificed their lives, 
we do not yet honor the symbol for 
which those sacrifices were made by 
protecting our flag. That is why we 
need a constitutional amendment. 

Some argue that that it is a form of 
speech. However, it is sad that someone 
cannot defend their arguments or 
clearly state their national hatred 
without setting a fire? Frankly, if the 
totality of your argument can be 
summed with gasoline and matches, 
then you just do not have much of an 
argument to begin with. 

Even more striking is that these peo-
ple, devoid of new ideas, resort to tac-
tics used by our enemies abroad. Look 
at the video of those who would de-
stroy us—protests in Iran, for example. 
Our enemies burn our flag while calling 
for our deaths because they know it is 
our symbol They want to destroy us 
and have no respect for our freedoms 
and way of life. Sadly, there are some 
in this country that, while they may or 
may not share that goal, do share that 
tactic. 

We owe it to the generations who 
came before us and to the brave men 
and women who protect us now to pro-
tect the symbol which meant so much 

to them. Far too many have sacrificed 
too much serving under our flag for me 
to sit on the sidelines and do nothing. 
That is why I see it as my duty to voice 
my support on behalf of all Montanans 
for a constitutional amendment pro-
hibiting flag desecration. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF 
SUPERINTENDENT JAMES McCANN 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I am hon-
ored to recognize James McCann, a 
tireless and dynamic educator, on his 
retirement after 40 years of service in 
Michigan. For 20 years, Jim has served 
as district superintendent of the 
Lamphere School District with unpar-
alleled leadership and vision. His ef-
forts have led to numerous opportuni-
ties for his teachers, staff, students, 
and their families, as well as others 
across Michigan, and have earned the 
Lamphere School District many 
awards and achievements over the 
years. I know I join many in Michigan 
in congratulating him on a stellar ca-
reer that has spanned decades and has 
inspired generations of students to 
strive for excellence. 

After earning a teaching degree from 
Eastern Michigan University and a 
master’s degree in educational admin-
istration from the University of Michi-
gan, Mr. McCann has focused his ef-
forts in southeast Michigan. He began 
as an educator with the Archdiocese of 
Detroit. Five years later, he accepted a 
position with the Lamphere Schools. 
During his tenure with the Lamphere 
Schools, he served as an administrative 
assistant, assistant principal, and a 
principal at various schools in the dis-
trict, and in 1986, he was named the 
district superintendent. 

Jim’s passion for integrating tech-
nology into the classroom has earned 
him national recognition, and I am fa-
miliar with Jim’s energetic and pas-
sionate approach to educating young 
people. I have been privileged to work 
with Jim on an effort to enhance learn-
ing across Michigan, and that project 
has benefited greatly from his innova-
tion and enthusiasm. 

In 1982, Jim attended a summer insti-
tute at Harvard University that em-
phasized the importance of using tech-
nology to teach multiple learning 
styles. Recognizing an urgent need to 
train teachers and staff in the district 
in computer networking, programming 
and software use, he developed an inno-
vative plan to install cable and wiring 
in classrooms and to provide a 2-week 
training program for his teachers. This 
innovative approach led to Lamphere 
being the first district in Michigan to 
have Internet access in the classroom, 
which occured in 1992. 

Jim has been the chairman of the 
Oakland County Superintendents’ 
Committee for Instructional Tech-
nology since 1992 and through this posi-
tion has helped to improve and advance 
the use of educational technology in 
schools throughout Oakland County. In 
1996, he was instrumental in bringing 
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the JASON Project to Michigan. This 
effort established the Lamphere School 
District as a JASON Project Primary 
Interactive Network site for Michigan. 
As host for JASON, Lamphere Schools 
helped thousands of Michigan students 
experience exciting scientific adven-
tures. In 2001, Mr. McCann received the 
first-ever ‘‘Tech-Savvy Superintendent 
Award’’ for his leadership and vision in 
the area of educational technology, one 
of only 10 educators nationwide to earn 
this distinction by ‘‘eSchoolNews.’’ 

I know my Senate colleagues join me 
in congratulating James McCann on 
his retirement. I am proud to recognize 
his contributions to education and the 
indelible mark he has made in teaching 
with technology in Michigan. I wish 
him and his family many more years of 
good health and happiness. 

f 

RURAL HOSPITAL AND PROVIDER 
EQUITY ACT 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to emphasize the importance of 
enacting into law S. 3500, the Rural 
Hospital and Provider Equity Act of 
2006. I would also like to thank the 
chairman of the Senate Rural Health 
Caucus, Senator THOMAS, along with 
Senators ROBERTS, CONRAD, and HAR-
KIN, for taking the lead on this impor-
tant piece of legislation. 

There should be no difference be-
tween the quality of care that my con-
stituents in South Dakota receive and 
constituents in urban States such as 
New York receive. Cancer, diabetes, 
and other diseases do not discriminate 
between people in rural or urban areas 
and there should be no discrimination 
between the health care services avail-
able in Lemmon, SD, and health care 
services available in New York City. 

The Rural Hospital and Provider Eq-
uity Act extends and builds upon the 
important rural equity provisions in-
cluded in the Medicare Modernization 
Act. These provisions can mean the dif-
ference between traveling 5 miles to 
the Wagner Community Memorial Hos-
pital or 110 miles to Avera McKennan 
Hospital in Sioux Falls. These provi-
sions—in more graphic terms—can 
mean the difference between a fatal 
heart attack and the successful sta-
bilization of a heart attack patient. 

In order to give a better picture of 
the benefits of this legislation, I would 
like to tell you a little bit about the 
challenges of ensuring health care ac-
cess in South Dakota. My State has 66 
counties and an average of 9.9 persons 
per square mile. The national average 
for individuals per square mile is 79.6. 

Of these 66 counties, 44 are classified 
as medically underserved areas, areas 
that have insufficient health resources, 
manpower, or facilities to meet the 
medical needs of the population. The 
sheer vastness of South Dakota poses 
significant challenges in meeting the 
health care needs of our population. 
The Rural Hospital and Provider Eq-
uity Act includes hospital, physician, 
home health, ambulance, and tele-

health provisions that can make the 
distances of South Dakota more man-
ageable and give my constituents ac-
cess to the quality health care they de-
serve. 

This legislation contains many provi-
sions that will allow critical access and 
sole community hospitals, as well as 
rural doctors, to continue providing 
services to individuals who need it 
most, I would also like to highlight the 
telehealth provisions included in this 
bill that would continue serving rural 
beneficiaries and expand access to the 
type of care provided in more urban 
areas. 

Telehealth uses telecommunications 
and information technologies to pro-
vide health care services at a distance. 
It provides individuals in remote un-
derserved areas access to specialists 
and other health care providers 
through the use of technology. Addi-
tionally, the practice of telehealth 
brings medicine to people—people who 
live in medically underserved areas and 
people who are too frail or too ill to 
leave the comfort of their homes. 

Section 19 of the Rural Hospital and 
Provider Equity Act requires the Sec-
retary of the Department of Health and 
Human Services to create demonstra-
tion projects that would encourage 
home health agencies to utilize remote 
monitoring technology. Utilizing tech-
nology in the home health setting 
would reduce the number of visits by 
home health aides while still providing 
quality care. 

Each demonstration project is re-
quired to include a performance target 
for the home health agency. This tar-
get would be used to determine wheth-
er the projects are enhancing health 
outcomes for Medicare beneficiaries, as 
well as saving the program money. 
Each year, the home health agency 
participating in the pilot would receive 
an incentive payment based on a per-
centage of the Medicare savings real-
ized as a result of the pilot project. 

The demonstration projects would be 
conducted in both rural and urban set-
tings because medically underserved 
areas exist across the country. Three 
projects, however, are required to be 
conducted in a State with a population 
of less than 1 million. 

Although numerous studies have 
praised the ability of telehealth to de-
liver care to individuals in remote 
areas, it has been continually underuti-
lized and hampered by legal, financial, 
and regulatory barriers. Section 20 of 
the Rural Hospital and Provider Equity 
Act directs the Secretary of the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices to work with health care stake-
holders to adopt provisions allowing 
for multistate practitioner licensure 
across State lines for the purposes of 
providing telehealth services. This pro-
vision is a step in the right direction of 
breaking down the barriers that pre-
vent the adoption of telehealth. 

Technology is improving each and 
every day and health care systems in 
rural America should be taking advan-

tage of technology to provide quality 
health care in remote underserved 
areas. The telehealth provisions in-
cluded in the Rural Hospital and Pro-
vider Equity Act help promote the 
adoption of technology and have the 
potential to expand access to quality 
health care. 

Individuals living in rural areas like 
my State of South Dakota deserve the 
same caliber of health care that indi-
viduals living in urban areas receive. 
The Medicare Modernization Act was a 
great start to placing rural health care 
providers on the same level playing 
field with providers located in urban 
areas. The Rural Hospital and Provider 
Equity Act continues and expands this 
level playing field, ensuring that rural 
Americans have access to high-quality 
health care services. 

I thank Senator THOMAS for his lead-
ership on this and other rural health 
issues and encourage my colleagues to 
support this important piece of legisla-
tion. 

f 

INTERNET SAFETY ACT 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I rise 

today to speak about S. 3499, the Inter-
net SAFETY Act, a bill that I have co- 
sponsored with Senator KYL and other 
Members of this body. 

This legislation targets child pornog-
raphers, and it continues the impor-
tant progress this Congress has made 
to crack down on those who commit 
crimes against children. 

Earlier this year, the Senate passed 
S. 1086, which would require lifetime 
registration by sex offenders through-
out the United States and would sub-
stantially increase punishments for 
those convicted of sex crimes against 
children. The House has passed its own 
sex offender bill, which contains many 
sensible provisions. And the two Cham-
bers are negotiating to resolve their 
differences. Hopefully we will soon 
reach an agreement—and a tough, 
smart bill will be reported to the Presi-
dent. 

I firmly believe there is only one way 
to deal with those who prey on chil-
dren: they must be caught sooner, pun-
ished longer and more stringently, and 
they must be watched much more 
closely than they are today. I began 
advancing this law enforcement theme 
while I served as Texas attorney gen-
eral. There, I created a specialized unit 
known as the Texas Internet Bureau to 
coordinate and direct efforts to fight 
Internet crimes such as fraud, child 
pornography, and privacy concerns. 
The Texas Internet Bureau successfully 
identified several Internet predators 
that were caught, prosecuted and con-
victed. 

I will continue to work in the Senate 
to ensure that law enforcement agen-
cies have every tool they need to bring 
these criminals to justice. The Internet 
SAFETY Act will play an integral part 
in bringing child crime predators to 
justice. 

This bill creates a new Federal of-
fense for financially facilitating access 
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