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Today, I also pay tribute to the men
and women, past and present, who have
served on the Mackinaw. The Big Mac
and its crew spent many months away
from home from home in the bitter
cold navigating the frigid waters of the
Great Lakes. This was often lonely
duty for her crew, but the Big Mac’s ef-
forts were crucial to keep Great Lakes
commerce moving during the winter
months.

The ‘“‘Big Mac” is being replaced but
not forgotten. I am pleased that the
Big Mac will remain in Michigan as an
attraction and educational experience
so that everyone can enjoy the wonders
of this legendary ice breaker. The new
Mackinaw will perform as an ice-
breaker and will also maintain naviga-
tional aids. I am sad to see the Big Mac
retired but am excited the torch will
pass on to such a fine ship.

The U.S. Coast Guard cutter Macki-
naw and its crew have done a remark-
able job over the years. I thank them
for their service to their country,
Michigan and the Great Lakes. Finally,
I say thank you and goodbye to the Big
Mac.

—————

COMMEMORATING THE 39TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF JERUSALEM’S RE-
UNIFICATION

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I am
honored to join my colleagues in the
submittal of S. Res. 98 congratulating
the Israeli people on their celebration
of the 39th anniversary of the reunifi-
cation of Jerusalem and calling for the
United States to relocate its embassy
in Israel from the city of Tel-Aviv to
the recognized capital city of Jeru-
salem.

This year, Israel celebrates the 39th
anniversary of the reunification of Je-
rusalem. Starting in 1948 Jerusalem
was a divided city. Under Jordanian
rule, many of the holy areas were off
limits to Israelis of any religion and to
Jews of any nationality. In 1967, during
the Six Day War, Israeli troops reuni-
fied the city of Jerusalem. Then, peo-
ple of all religious faiths have been
guaranteed full access to holy sites
within the city, and the rights of all
faiths have been respected and pro-
tected.

In 1995, the U.S. Congress declared
that Jerusalem should remain the un-
divided capital of Israel. I was proud to
cosponsor the Jerusalem Embassy Act
of 1995, and I am proud today to join
my colleagues in urging the adminis-
tration to move our Embassy to
Israeli’s rightful capital. The President
of Israel, Israel’s Parliament and the
Israeli Supreme Court are all located
in Jerusalem. What is not located in
Jerusalem is the Embassy of the
United States. Every sovereign country
has the right to designate its own cap-
ital and the United States maintains
its Embassy in the functioning capital
of every country. The one exception is
Israel, a great friend and ally to the
United States.

Israel is a steadfast strategic ally of
the United States. The United States
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conducts official meetings and other
business in the city of Jerusalem in de
facto recognition of its status as the
capital of Israel. It is time for the U.S.
Embassy to be relocated to Jerusalem,
the recognized capital of Israel. With
this resolution, the Senate calls on
President Bush to discontinue the
waiver contained in the Jerusalem Em-
bassy Act of 1995, relocate the U.S. Em-
bassy to Jerusalem, and reaffirm U.S.
policy that Jerusalem must remain the
undivided capital of Israel.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING JAMES D. DARNELL

e Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I am
pleased today to recognize the Honor-
able James D. Darnell of Orange, VA,
who has served as a member of the Or-
ange town council for 14 years. For 2 of
those years, Mr. Darnell also held the
position of vice mayor.

As a member of the town council, Mr.
Darnell has helped the town of Orange
live up to his motto, ‘“Sweet Living,
Steady Progress.” In part because of
Mr. Darnell’s dedicated leadership, the
town of Orange has witnessed positive
growth. Mr. Darnell helped implement
such developments as the design and
completion of a raw water storage
basin, the improvement of the town’s
infrastructure, the completion of a
public works facility and meeting
room, the launch of the town’s first
public transit system, and the con-
struction of a road to the new middle
school.

Mr. Darnell, who is a respected busi-
nessman and farmer, brought a spirit
of innovation and commitment to the
town of Orange. I am grateful for his
contributions to the town and to the
Commonwealth of Virginia.e

————
RECOGNIZING MAYOR RAYMOND C.
LONICK
e Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I am

pleased today to recognize the Honor-
able Raymond C. Lonick of Orange,
VA, who has served as mayor of Orange
for 10 years and as a member of the Or-
ange town council for 16 years.

Since 1990, when he was first elected
to the town council, Mayor Lonick has
brought innovative and motivated
leadership to the town of Orange. He
has made countless contributions, and
as a result the town has thrived. It was
during Mayor Lonick’s tenure as
mayor that the town adopted the
motto, “Sweet Living, Steady
Progress,”” demonstrating Orange’s
commitment to finding a balance be-
tween maintaining the town’s charm
and history while encouraging its
growth. Mayor Lonick and the town of
Orange have celebrated many other
achievements during the past 16 years,
including improvements to the town’s
infrastructure, the completion of a new
public works facility and meeting
room, and the launch of the town’s
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first public transit system. One of
Mayor Lonick’s most notable accom-
plishments as mayor was helping the
town acquire a $300,000 grant in 2002
that will be used for the design and
completion of a raw water storage
basin.

In addition to playing a significant
role in the governance of the town,
Mayor Lonick has served Orange in
many other capacities. He is a dedi-
cated member of St. Isidore the Farmer
Catholic Church, a substitute teacher
with the Orange County Public
Schools, and a loyal supporter of the
Orange Downtown Alliance. I am grate-
ful for his contributions to the town of
Orange and to the Commonwealth of
Virginia.e

———

HONORING DENNIS MANSFIELD—
AN OUTSTANDING HOOSIER DAD

e Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I am proud
to have the opportunity today to honor
Dennis Mansfield, an outstanding Hoo-
sier dad, whose dedication to his 11-
year-old daughter, Alison, was dem-
onstrated in a heart-warming essay
that she wrote recently.

Last month, in anticipation of Fa-
ther’s Day, I asked young people from
across Indiana to write essays about
their own outstanding fathers as a way
of recognizing Hoosier men who work-
ing hard to be good fathers. Alison
wrote a touching essay illustrating her
father’s commitment to helping her
achieve her God-given potential, by en-
couraging her to excel in school and
teaching her how to be a good citizen.

As a nation, we have far to go to re-
verse the trend of absentee fathers, but
there are millions of men, including
Dennis, who are already going the
extra mile for their children, and they
deserve our thanks this Father’s Day.
By holding men like Dennis up as re-
sponsible fathers, I also hope to en-
courage other men to play a bigger role
in their children’s lives.

Despite holding a demanding job in a
hospital emergency room, Dennis al-
ways makes time for his daughter and
has instilled in her the value of helping
others. There is no question that the
world would be a far better place if
every child was able to have the sup-
port of a father like Dennis. By build-
ing strong family bonds, he has earned
not only his daughter’s love but serves
as a role model for the community as
well.

Today, I thank Dennis for his devo-
tion to his daughter and for setting an
example for all of us of what it means
to be an outstanding dad. It is my
honor to read Alison’s essay into the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of the United
States:

I think my dad is outstanding for three
reasons. First, he is always there for me.
Even when he is busy, Dad can always find
time to do something fun with me.

Second, Dad has taught me many impor-
tant things. He has been a great teacher
from riding a bike, to being a good citizen, to
medical terminology and good character.
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Third, Dad is also a good role model. He
works in the emergency room and sometimes
has to work at night and sleep during the
day. I think it would be very stressful to
handle emergencies and keep a calm de-
meanor, but he always does. Dad does this
because he wants to help people. I admire
him for that.

Dad is outstanding because he is there for
me, has fun with me, teaches me, helps oth-
ers and because he is simply a great dad!—
Alison R. Mansfield, age 11.@

HONORING AMITAV THAMBA—AN
OUTSTANDING HOOSIER DAD

e Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I am proud
to have the opportunity today to honor
Amitav Thamba, an outstanding Hoo-
sier dad, whose dedication to his 9-
year-old daughter, Aish, was dem-
onstrated in a heart-warming essay
that she wrote recently.

Last month, in anticipation of Fa-
ther’s Day, I asked young people from
across Indiana to write essays about
their own outstanding fathers as a way
of recognizing Hoosier men who work-
ing hard to be good fathers. Aish wrote
a touching essay illustrating her fa-
ther’s commitment to helping her
achieve her God-given potential, by en-
couraging her to excel in school and be-
come a good citizen.

As a nation, we have far to go to re-
verse the trend of absentee fathers, but
there are millions of men, including
Amitav, who are already going the
extra mile for their children, and they
deserve our thanks this Father’s Day.
By holding men like Amitav up as re-
sponsible fathers, I also hope to en-
courage other men to play a bigger role
in their children’s lives.

I echo Aish’s concluding sentence
about her father, which reads, ‘‘He is
the kind of Dad I wish every kid in the
world had.” There is no question that
the world would be a far better place if
every child was able to have the sup-
port of a father like Amitav. By build-
ing strong family bonds, he has earned
not only his daughter’s love, but he
serves as a role model for the commu-
nity as well.

Today, I thank Amitav for his devo-
tion to his daughter and for setting an
example for all of us of what it means
to be an outstanding dad. It is my
honor to read Aish’s essay into the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of the United
States.

I was 3 years when my Dad first read to me
“The Lion King.” Today, I still enjoy the
story!

In school, there is a program where we
read books and take tests on them. My Dad,
in spite of his heavy work schedule, has
never missed any Reading Night or school
function and has motivated me to do my
best. Thanks to Dad, I am an avid reader and
read more than 2,000 books in 3 years and the
Top Star Reader in my school since 2nd
Grade.

My father a hard worker has taught me to
be truthful, kind, and respectful. My Dad has
inspired me to donate supplies and food to
the Wheeler Mission and at the Marion Coun-
ty Juvenile Center.

My father is a very important factor in all
my success. He is the kind of Dad I wish
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every kid in the world had.—Aish Thamba,
age 9.@

HONORING FREDERICK RICH-
ARDS—AN OUTSTANDING HOO-
SIER DAD

e Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I am proud
to have the opportunity today to honor
Frederick Richards, an outstanding
Hoosier dad, whose dedication to his 16-
year-old son, Corey, was demonstrated
in an inspiring essay his son wrote re-
cently.

Last month, in anticipation of Fa-
ther’s Day, I asked young people from
across Indiana to write essays about
their own outstanding fathers as a way
of recognizing Hoosier men who are
working hard to be good fathers. Corey
wrote a touching essay illustrating his
father’s commitment to his country
and his family.

Despite being overseas while serving
our country in Camp Phoenix, Afghani-
stan, as an inspector general, Fred-
erick worked hard to stay in touch
with his son and let him know how
much he cares. A hero to our country
and his son, Frederick has taught
Corey to understand the difference be-
tween right and wrong and instilled in
him the importance of helping people
in need.

As a nation, we have far to go to re-
verse the trend of absentee fathers, but
there are millions of men, including
Frederick, who are already going the
extra mile for their children, and they
deserve our thanks this Father’s Day.
By holding men like Frederick up as
responsible fathers, I also hope to en-
courage other men to play a bigger role
in their children’s lives.

There is no question that the world
would be a far better place if every
child was able to have the support of a
father like Frederick. By building
strong family bonds, he has earned not
only his son’s love but serves as a role
model for the community as well.

Today, I want to thank Frederick for
his devotion to his son and for setting
an example for all of us of what it
means to be an outstanding dad. It is
my honor to read Corey’s essay into
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of the
United States:

“My dad is an ‘Outstanding Dad’ because
he is a great role model. He is caring, loving,
and helpful. My dad is always open for a con-
versation and always willing to listen. He is
a hard worker and looks out for people in
need.

“My dad is an ‘Outstanding Dad’ because
he has served in the war. He was located in
Afghanistan at Camp Phoenix and was In-
spector General. Even though my dad wasn’t
here, he was still extremely supportive of
me. Not only is he my dad, but he is my hero
too.

“My dad is an ‘Outstanding Dad’ because
he knows right from wrong. He doesn’t just
give me whatever I want, he makes me work
for it. If I do something wrong, he will help
correct me. I look up to my dad everyday
and he truly is an ‘Outstanding Dad.””—
Corey Richards, age 16.®
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25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
BROOKINGS CHAPTER OF DIS-
ABLED AMERICAN VETERANS

e Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, it is
with great honor that I rise today to
congratulate the Brookings chapter of
Disabled American Veterans on their
25th anniversary, which will be cele-
brated on July 1, 2006.

Disabled American Veterans, an or-
ganization with over 1.2 million mem-
bers, is focused on building better lives
for disabled veterans and their fami-
lies. The organization strives to meet
this goal by providing free assistance
to veterans in an attempt to obtain
benefits and services earned through
their military service. Because it is not
a governmental agency, Disabled
American Veterans is fully funded by
membership dues and public contribu-
tions.

At the conclusion of World War I,
Disabled American Veterans was cre-
ated to help ease the suffering caused
by the effects of World War I. Since the
beginning, Disabled American Veterans
has continually grown and adapted to
the needs of disabled veterans. Today,
Disabled American Veterans is com-
mitted to making sure the veterans of
Iraq and Afghanistan are well cared for
upon their return from service.

In 1986, the Disabled American Vet-
erans transportation program was ini-
tiated in South Dakota. The following
year, this program quickly expanded to
become nationwide. This program is
designed to provide free rides for all
veterans to VA facilities so that they
may attend scheduled appointments. In
2005, the South Dakota program alone
transported over 20,000 veterans to VA
hospitals.

On July 1, 2006, the Brookings chap-
ter of Disabled American Veterans will
celebrate their 25th anniversary. This
celebration, which will be held at the
Brookings Pizza Ranch, is designed to
honor the 11 surviving charter mem-
bers. Mr. President, I am proud to have
the opportunity to honor these mem-
bers and their committed service. I
strongly commend their years of hard
work and dedication and am very
pleased that their extensive efforts are
being publicly honored and
celebrated.e

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DETROIT SALT
MINE

e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, this year
we celebrate the 100th anniversary of
the Detroit Salt Mine, and I would like
to take this opportunity to congratu-
late them on reaching this important
milestone.

In 1906, the Detroit Salt and Manu-
facturing Company began constructing
the Detroit Salt Mine. The first few
years were tumultuous, as the con-
struction itself was so challenging and
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