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S. Con. Res. 98. A concurrent resolution
commemorating the 39th anniversary of the
reunification of the city of Jerusalem; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 602

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. SALAZAR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 602, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to fund break-
throughs in Alzheimer’s disease re-
search while providing more help to
caregivers and increasing public edu-
cation about prevention.

S. 707

At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 707, a bill to reduce preterm labor
and delivery and the risk of pregnancy-
related deaths and complications due
to pregnancy, and to reduce infant
mortality caused by prematurity.

S. 843

At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) and the Senator from Rhode
Island (Mr. CHAFEE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 843, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to combat
autism through research, screening,
intervention and education.

S. 1112

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. GREGG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1112, a bill to make per-
manent the enhanced educational sav-
ings provisions for qualified tuition
programs enacted as part of the Eco-
nomic Growth and Tax Relief Rec-
onciliation Act of 2001.

S. 1330

At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1330, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide in-
centives for employer-provided em-
ployee housing assistance, and for
other purposes.

S. 1353

At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Massachusetts
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1353, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to provide for
the establishment of an Amyotrophic
Lateral Sclerosis Registry.

S. 1522

At the request of Mr. CHAMBLISS, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1522, a bill to recognize the heritage of
hunting and provide opportunities for
continued hunting on Federal public
land.

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1522, supra.

S. 1537

At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
SMITH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
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1537, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for the estab-
lishment of Parkinson’s Disease Re-
search Education and Clinical Centers
in the Veterans Health Administration
of the Department of Veterans Affairs
and Multiple Sclerosis Centers of Ex-
cellence.
S. 1575
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1575, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to authorize a demonstra-
tion program to increase the number of
doctorally-prepared nurse faculty.
S. 1687
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. CLINTON), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER) and the Senator
from New Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1687, a bill to
amend the Public Health Service Act
to provide waivers relating to grants
for preventive health measures with re-
spect to breast and cervical cancers.
S. 1691
At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
ALLEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1691, a bill to amend selected statutes
to clarify existing Federal law as to
the treatment of students privately
educated at home under State law.
S. 1741
At the request of Mr. VOINOVICH, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
BENNETT) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1741, a bill to amend the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act to authorize the
President to carry out a program for
the protection of the health and safety
of residents, workers, volunteers, and
others in a disaster area.
S. 1923
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1923, a bill to address small
business investment companies 1li-
censed to issue participating deben-
tures, and for other purposes.
S. 2140
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SANTORUM) and the Senator
from Florida (Mr. MARTINEZ) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2140, a bill to
enhance protection of children from
sexual exploitation by strengthening
section 2257 of title 18, United States
Code, requiring producers of sexually
explicit material to keep and permit
inspection of records regarding the age
of performers, and for other purposes.
S. 2243
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2243, a bill to make col-
lege more affordable by expanding and
enhancing financial aid options for stu-
dents and their families and providing
loan forgiveness opportunities for pub-
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lic service employees, and for other
purposes.
S. 2393
At the request of Mr. COLEMAN, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2393, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to advance medical
research and treatments into pediatric
cancers, ensure patients and families
have access to the current treatments
and information regarding pediatric
cancers, establish a population-based
national childhood cancer database,
and promote public awareness of pedi-
atric cancers.
S. 2416
At the request of Mr. BURNS, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. NELSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2416, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to expand the
scope of programs of education for
which accelerated payments of edu-
cational assistance under the Mont-
gomery GI Bill may be used, and for
other purposes.
S. 2435
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
DEWINE), the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) and the Senator
from Connecticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2435, a
bill to increase cooperation on energy
issues between the United States Gov-
ernment and foreign governments and
entities in order to secure the strategic
and economic interests of the United
States, and for other purposes.
S. 2461
At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. SARBANES) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2461, a bill to prohibit United
States assistance to develop or pro-
mote any rail connections or railway-
related connections that traverse or
connect Baku, Azerbaijan, Thbilisi,
Georgia, and Kars, Turkey, and that
specifically exclude cities in Armenia.
S. 2467
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
BROWNBACK) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2467, a bill to enhance and im-
prove the trade relations of the United
States by strengthening United States
trade enforcement efforts and encour-
aging United States trading partners
to adhere to the rules and norms of
international trade, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2503
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2503, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for an
extension of the period of limitation to
file claims for refunds on account of
disability determinations by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.
S. 2566
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
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SMITH), the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) and the Senator
from South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2566, a bill to
provide for coordination of prolifera-
tion interdiction activities and conven-
tional arms disarmament, and for
other purposes.
S. 2592
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
DEWINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2592, a bill to amend the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966 to improve the nutri-
tion and health of schoolchildren by
updating the definition of ‘‘food of
minimal nutritional value” to conform
to current nutrition science and to pro-
tect the Federal investment in the na-
tional school lunch and breakfast pro-
grams.
S. 2599
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2599, a bill to amend the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act to prohibit
the confiscation of firearms during cer-
tain national emergencies.
S. 2629
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2629, a bill to improve the
tracking of stolen firearms and fire-
arms used in a crime, to allow more
frequent inspections of gun dealers to
ensure compliance with Federal gun
law, to enhance the penalties for gun
trafficking, and for other purposes.
S. 2704
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2704, a bill to revise and extend the Na-
tional Police Athletic League Youth
Enrichment Act of 2000.
S. 2787
At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2787, a bill to permit United
States persons to participate in the ex-
ploration for and the extraction of hy-
drocarbon resources from any portion
of a foreign maritime exclusive eco-
nomic zone that is contiguous to the
exclusive economic zone of the United
States, and for other purposes.
S. 2970
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2970, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to provide
free credit monitoring and credit re-
ports for veterans and others affected
by the theft of veterans’ personal data,
to ensure that such persons are appro-
priately notified of such thefts, and for
other purposes.
S. 3275
At the request of Mr. ALLEN, the
names of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. BAuUcUs) and the Senator from
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Utah (Mr. HATCH) were added as co-

sponsors of S. 3275, a bill to amend title

18, United States Code, to provide a na-

tional standard in accordance with

which nonresidents of a State may

carry concealed firearms in the State.
S. CON. RES. 9%

At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) and the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) were added as cosponsors
of S. Con. Res. 96, a concurrent resolu-
tion to commemorate, celebrate, and
reaffirm the national motto of the
United States on the 50th anniversary
of its formal adoption.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

Mr. BOND (for himself and Mr.
TALENT):

S. 3478. A bill to amend the National
Trails System Act relating to the stat-
ute of limitations that applies to cer-
tain claims; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

Mr. BOND. Today, I and Senator JIMm
TALENT introduce the Easement Own-
ers Fair Compensation Act of 2006. This
bill will right a wrong done to property
owners from whom the government
took property without compensation.
It will also ensure that future property
owners are treated fairly when the gov-
ernment seeks to take their property
through eminent domain.

In 1992, the federal government con-
fiscated property owned by 102 St.
Louis County, Missouri residents
through the Federal Rails to Trails
Act. The taking imposed an easement
on their property for a public rec-
reational hiking/biking trail. A trail
easement was established on their
property on December 20, 1992. After
twelve years of bureaucratic fighting
and delay, the Justice Department ad-
mitted the government’s takings Ili-
ability and agreed to pay the property
owners $2,385,000.85 for their property,
interest and legal fees.

However, two days before the U.S.
Court of Claims was scheduled to ap-
prove the compensation agreement, the
U.S. Federal Circuit issued the
Caldwell decision regarding a rails-to-
trails takings case in Georgia. That de-
cision established the statute of limi-
tations for rails-to-trails claims as the
date of notice of interim trail use, not
the date the trail easement was im-
posed on the property, as previously as-
sumed. Under the new date, the statute
of limitations on the St. Louis County
takings claim had expired. The Justice
Department accordingly sought dis-
missal of the claims without payment
and the Court of Claims judge agreed.

This bill is a Senate companion to
H.R. 4581 introduced by Representative
AKIN and cosponsored by Representa-
tives CARNAHAN and EMERSON. The leg-
islation sets the statute of limitations
as beginning on the date an interest is
conveyed. It also allows for reconsider-
ation of past claims dismissed because
of this issue.
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Without this bill, we will allow the
wrong committed by the federal gov-
ernment to stand. The federal govern-
ment took private property, admitted
it owed the property owners over
$2,000,000, and then refused to pay be-
cause of a technicality. That is no way
to treat our citizens. That is no way to
run a rails-to-trails program. That is
no way to encourage future rec-
reational hiking and biking. I urge my
colleagues to support this legislation.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself
and Mr. COLEMAN):

S. 3480. A bill to prevent abuse of
Government credit cards; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernment Affairs.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today I am reintroducing the Govern-
ment Credit Card Abuse Prevention
Act to address, in a comprehensive
way, the abuse, misuse, and fraud that
has occurred with Government charge
cards. Some people might ask, ‘“Why
are you bothering with legislation? Is
it that big of a problem?’’ It is true
that most Government employees who
are entrusted with a travel card or a
purchase card do not abuse it. It may
also be true that the amount of money
concerned is only a fraction of any
agency’s annual budget. Well, when
you have agencies like the Department
of Defense with an over $500 billion
budget, even a small fraction means a
lot of taxpayers’ money. When I asked
GAO to look into instances of waste,
fraud, and abuse with Government
charge cards, starting with the Depart-
ment of Defense, we found that pur-
chase cards were used to spend tax-
payer money for a sapphire ring, LA-Z-
Boy reclining rocking chairs, and a
dinner party for a general at Treasure
Island Hotel and Casino that included
$800 for alcohol. Government travel
cards were used for gambling, sporting
events, concerts, cruises, and even gen-
tlemen’s clubs and legalized brothels.
Government travel cards are for offi-
cial travel-related expenses only, not
tickets to a Dallas Cowboys game or a
Janet Jackson concert, but these are
real examples of improper purchases
GAO uncovered in reports I had re-
quested. While travel cards are not
paid directly with taxpayers’ money
like purchase cards, failure by employ-
ees to repay these cards results in the
loss of millions of dollars in rebates to
the Federal Government. Also, when
credit card companies are forced to
charge off bad debt, they raise interest
rates and fees on everyone else.

Based on what we found in DoD, I
worked with GAO to uncover similar
problems in the U.S. Forest Service
where one employee purchased five dig-
ital cameras at a cost of $2,960, six
computers for $6,019, three palm pilots
totaling $736, jewelry worth $1,967, and
$6,101 in other items like cordless tele-
phones, figurines, and Sony
Playstations, all for personal use and
all at taxpayer expense. GAO subse-
quently found similar problems at
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