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against cloture, vote against this give-
away to a handful of families that are
already doing quite well, thank you.
Mr. President, I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama.

———

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, on be-
half of the majority leader, I ask unan-
imous consent that immediately fol-
lowing the leader’s remarks on Thurs-
day morning, the Senate resume the
motion to proceed to H.R. 8, regarding
the death tax. I further ask unanimous
consent that there be 1 hour equally di-
vided between the two leaders or their
designees for debate, with 10 minutes of
the minority time reserved for Senator
DURBIN and 10 minutes reserved for
Senator DORGAN prior to the vote on
invoking cloture on the motion to pro-
ceed; provided further that the last 20
minutes be reserved for the Democratic
leader to be followed by the majority
leader. I further ask unanimous con-
sent that regardless of the outcome of
that vote, Senators ROBERTS and CLIN-
TON be recognized to speak as in morn-
ing business for up to 256 minutes equal-
ly divided. I further ask unanimous
consent that following that debate, the
time until 12:45 p.m. be equally divided
again between the two leaders or their
designees, with a vote on invoking clo-
ture on the motion to proceed to S. 147
occurring at 12:45 p.m. on Thursday;
provided further that if cloture is not
invoked on both of the motions to pro-
ceed, the Senate then proceed to execu-
tive session for consideration en bloc of
the following nominations on the Exec-
utive Calendar: No. 627, Noel Hillman,
U.S. District Judge for New Jersey; No.
628, Peter Sheridan, U.S. District
Judge for New Jersey; No. 633, Thomas
Ludington, U.S. District Judge for the
Eastern District of Michigan; No. 634,
Sean Cox, U.S. District Judge for the
Eastern District of Michigan; provided
there be 10 minutes of debate for each
of the Senators from New Jersey, 10
minutes for Senator STABENOW, and 10
minutes each for the chairman and
ranking member. Following the use or
yielding back of time, I ask that the
Senate proceed to consecutive votes on
the nominations as listed; however, no
earlier than 2 p.m.

I further ask unanimous consent that
following those votes, the Senate pro-
ceed to the consideration of Executive
Calendar No. 663, Susan C. Schwab, to
be the United States Trade Representa-
tive. I further ask unanimous consent
there be 30 minutes for Senator DOR-
GAN, 15 minutes for Senator CONRAD, 10
minutes for Senator BAUCUS, 30 min-
utes for the chairman. I further ask
unanimous consent that following the
use or yielding back of time, the Sen-
ate proceed to a vote on the confirma-
tion of the nomination, with no inter-
vening action or debate; finally, I ask
unanimous consent that following that
vote the President be immediately no-
tified of all of the Senate’s previous ac-
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tion and the Senate resume legislative
session.

I further ask unanimous consent that
if cloture has been invoked on the mo-
tion to proceed to H.R. 8, the Senate
resume debate at this time with all
time consumed to this point counting
against cloture and the bill not be dis-
placed upon the adoption of that mo-
tion if cloture is invoked on a motion
to proceed to S. 147. If cloture is in-
voked on the motion to proceed to S.
147, then the Senate begin consider-
ation of that under the provisions of
rule XXII upon the disposition of H.R.
8.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF RICHARD STICK-
LER TO BE ASSISTANT SEC-
RETARY OF LABOR FOR MINE
SAFETY AND HEALTH

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session for the
consideration of Executive Calendar
No. 553, Richard Stickler.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
nomination will be stated.

The assistant legislative clerk read
the nomination of Richard Stickler, of
West Virginia, to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Labor for Mine Safety and
Health.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, the
nomination has been held up since
March 8 when it was reported by the
HELP Committee. Therefore, I now
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on Executive
Calendar No. 553, the nomination of Richard
Stickler, of West Virginia, to be Assistant
Secretary of Labor for Mine Safety and
Health.

Bill Frist, Michael B. Enzi, Judd Gregg,
Elizabeth Dole, Sam Brownback, Rick
Santorum, Chuck Grassley, John
McCain, David Vitter, Jim DeMint,
Jim Bunning, Norm Coleman, Richard
Shelby, Thad Cochran, John Cornyn,
Orrin Hatch, Kay Bailey Hutchison.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the manda-
tory quorum be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
turn to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

S5591

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that there now be a
period for the transaction of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today is
National Hunger Awareness Day, and I
rise to recognize the importance of
ending domestic hunger.

Domestic hunger has affected the
lives of more than 38 million people in
the United States annually. This in-
cludes over 14 million children who live
below the poverty line.

The face of hunger is diverse. In Illi-
nois, one in every ten people is food in-
secure. Homeless people are often hun-
ger, but so are single mothers working
two jobs to make ends meet. So are our
senior citizens whose income does not
allow them to eat adequately.

In Chicago, only 9 percent of the half-
million people who seek services from
the Chicago Food Depository are home-
less. Many people simply cannot afford
the food they need and often seek
emergency food programs.

How can this happen in a country as
privileged as ours?

Remember that 37 million Americans
are living in poverty.

Many low-income families are sup-
ported by jobs that do not pay livable
wages.

It could be that paying the health
care or housing bills is more than they
can manage.

America’s Second Harvest released a
National Hunger Study showing that in
Chicago, 41 percent of households ne-
glect their food budget to cover utility
costs.

It may be a combination of factors,
but the food budget is often the first
thing they cut.

Today, we celebrate and commend
the heroic efforts of emergency food
banks, soup kitchens, school meal pro-
grams and community pantries work-
ing to ease the pain of hunger.

Federal nutrition programs work,
but they are not reaching enough
homes. Many parents are still skipping
meals so their children can eat.

Hunger drains the strength of people
who, for a variety of reasons, are un-
able to provide enough food or the
right kinds of food for themselves or
their families. In a land of abundance,
this kind of sacrifice is as deplorable as
it is unnecessary.

We should end hunger in the United
States and, working together, we can.

Mrs. DOLE. Mr. President, for the
past 3 years I have come to the Senate
floor on National Hunger Awareness
Day to help raise concerns about the
far too prevalent problem of hunger,
both here in the United States and
around the world. In fact, as a fresh-
man Senator, I delivered my maiden
speech on this topic and have since
made it one of my top priorities in the
Senate. Two years ago on Hunger
Awareness Day, Senators SMITH, DUR-
BIN, LINCOLN, and I launched the Sen-
ate Hunger Caucus, with the express
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purpose of providing a forum for Sen-
ators and staff to focus on national and
international hunger and food insecu-
rity issues. Today we have 37 Members
dedicated to this cause. I have stated
repeatedly that the battle against hun-
ger can’t be won in a matter of months
or even a few years, but it is a victory
that we can certainly claim if we con-
tinue to make the issue a top priority.

It is truly astounding that 34 million
of our fellow citizens go hungry or are
living on the edge of hunger each and
every day. In my home State of North
Carolina, nearly 1 million of—our 8.6
million residents are dealing with hun-
ger. Our state has faced significant eco-
nomic hardship over the last few years,
as once-thriving towns have been hit
hard by the closing of textile mills and
furniture factories. I know this story is
not unlike so many others across the
Nation. While many who have lost
manufacturing jobs have been fortu-
nate to find new employment in the
changing climate of today’s workforce,
unfortunately having a steady income
these days doesn’t always guarantee a
family three square meals a day.

Our Nation is blessed to have many
faith-based and other nonprofit service
organizations that seek to address this
need. Feeding the hungry is their mis-
sion field—groups such as the Society
of St. Andrew, the only comprehensive
program in North Carolina that gleans
available produce from farms, and then
packages, processes and transports ex-
cess food to feed the hungry. In 2005,
the Society gleaned nearly 7.2 million
pounds of food—or 21.5 million
servings—just in North Carolina.
Amazingly, it only costs about 2 cents
a serving to glean and deliver this food
to those in need. And all of this work is
done by the hands of 13,000 volunteers
and a tiny staff.

The Society of St. Andrew has oper-
ations in 21 other States, and just last
year, the organization saved 29.5 mil-
lion pounds of fresh, nutritious produce
and delivered 88.6 million servings to
hungry families in the 48 contiguous
States.

We should be utilizing the practice of
gleaning much more extensively
today—considering that 96 billion
pounds of good food—including that at
the farm and retail level—is left over
or thrown away in this country each
year.

Like any humanitarian endeavor, the
gleaning system works because of coop-
erative efforts. Private organizations
and individuals are doing a great job—
but they are doing so with limited re-
sources. It is up to us to make some
changes on the public side and assist in
leveraging scarce dollars to help feed
the hungry.

One of the single biggest concerns for
gleaners is transportation—how to ac-
tually get the food to those who need
it. I am proud to say that with the help
of organizations like the American
Trucking Association, America’s Sec-
ond Harvest, and the Society of St. An-
drew, we are taking steps to ease that
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concern. Last year, I reintroduced leg-
islation, S. 283, which would change the
Tax Code to give transportation com-
panies incentives for volunteering
trucks to transfer gleaned food.

I am also proud to be an original co-
sponsor of S. 1885, the so-called FEED
Act, with my colleagues Senators LAU-
TENBERG and LINCOLN. The basic idea
behind this legislation is simple: Com-
bine food rescue with job training pro-
grams, thus teaching unemployed and
homeless adults the skills needed to
work in the food service industry.

It is astonishing that each year, ap-
proximately 20 percent of the food pro-
duced in this country mnever even
reaches a consumer’s table. With sup-
port from the FEED Act, community
kitchens across our Nation have the
potential to make good use of this food
and to serve more than 2 million meals
to those in need each year. In Char-
lotte, NC, the Community Culinary
School is already recruiting students
from social service agencies, homeless
shelters, halfway houses and work re-
lease programs who rescue food from
restaurants, grocers and wholesalers
and then prepare nutritious meals,
while receiving training for jobs in the
food service industry.

Hunger also affects far too many
children in our Nation. In fact, an esti-
mated 13 million children in America
are dealing with hunger. This is a trav-
esty that can and must be prevented.
As we know, when children are hungry
they can not learn, but the obvious
way to ensure that these children have
a hot meal—and therefore the potential
to do well in school—is through the Na-
tional School Lunch Program. It feeds
more than 28 million children in 100,000
schools each day. While the program
provides reduced price meals to stu-
dents whose family income is below 130
percent of the poverty level, State and
local school boards have informed me
that many families struggle to pay this
fee, and for some families, the fee is an
insurmountable barrier to participa-
tion. That’s why I am a strong sup-
porter of legislation to eliminate the
reduced price fee for these families and
to harmonize the free income guideline
with the WIC income guideline, which
is 185 percent poverty.

I am very proud that a five State
pilot program to eliminate the reduced
price fee was included in the reauthor-
ization of Child Nutrition and WIC in
2004. And this year, 13 of my col-
leagues, including the chairman and
ranking member of the Senate Agri-
culture Committee, have joined me to
encourage the Appropriations Com-
mittee to include funding for this pilot
program. I look forward to working
with them on this important issue that
truly has the potential to alleviate
hunger for many American children
and to help ensure their success in
school.

In closing, I implore our friends on
both sides of the aisle—as well as the
good people throughout our great coun-
try—to join us in this heartfelt mis-
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sion—this grassroots network of com-
passion that transcends political ide-
ology and provides hope and security
not only for those in need today—but
for future generations as well.
——

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

MARINE CORPORAL CORY L. PALMER

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I would
like to set aside a few moments today
to reflect on the life of Marine Cpl
Cory L. Palmer. Cory epitomized the
best of our country’s brave men and
women who have fought to free Iraq
and to secure a new democracy in the
Middle East. He exhibited unwavering
courage, selfless devotion to his coun-
try, and above all else, honor. In the
way he lived his life—and how we re-
member him—Cory reminds each of us
how good we can be.

Cory was born to Charles and Danna
Palmer on May 10, 1984. He was the
youngest of three sons. After grad-
uating from Seaford High School in
2002, Cory studied computer engineer-
ing at West Virginia University for one
semester and then decided to join the
Marine Corps. Friends, family, and
school officials recalled Cory Palmer as
courageous yet humble, fun-loving and
adventurous, an all-around good per-
son. He viewed the Marine Corps as an
opportunity to gain life experience and
as a way to serve his country.

Cory was proud to be a member of
the Marine Corps 2nd Recon Battalion,
A Company, 1st Platoon. After his ini-
tial recruit training at Parris Island,
Cory underwent marine combat train-
ing at Camp Geiger, located in North
Carolina. He excelled in all of his mili-
tary training and graduated from snip-
er school, advanced sniper school, jump
school, combatant dive school and spe-
cial survival training school. For his
dutiful service, Cory had been awarded
the Good Conduct Medal, the National
Defense Service Medal, the Sea Service
Deployment Ribbon, the Global War on
Terror Service Medal, the Global War
on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, the
Iraqi Campaign Medal, and the Combat
Action Medal.

Cory was on his second deployment
in Iraq. His death was caused by inju-
ries sustained when the humvee he was
riding in was hit by an explosive device
near Fallujah.

Cory was a remarkable and well-re-
spected young soldier. His friends and
family remember him as a kind-heart-
ed and mischievous young man who
loved the outdoors. Cory was an avid
sportsman and explorer who had
planned on going hiking and fishing
with his two older brothers, Thad and
Kyle, upon his return. Cory also had a
softer side that he wasn’t afraid to
show. He served as a mentor and role
model to his friends and even took the
time to hand-make gifts for his family.

As a youngster, Cory came to the
Governor’s Fall Festival in Dover that
I hosted as Governor and ran with
many of us in the 5-kilometer race that
kicked off the festival every year.
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