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Whereas cooperation between individuals
and Federal, State, and local officials can
help increase preparedness, save lives, reduce
the impacts of each hurricane, and provide a
more effective response to those storms;

Whereas the National Hurricane Center
within the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration of the Department of
Commerce recommends that each at-risk
family of the United States develop a family
disaster plan, create a disaster supply Kkit,
and stay aware of current weather situa-
tions; and

Whereas the designation of the week begin-
ning May 21, 2006, as ‘‘National Hurricane
Preparedness Week” will help raise the
awareness of the individuals of the United
States to assist them in preparing for the up-
coming hurricane season: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals of the President in
proclaiming the week beginning May 21, 2006,
as ‘‘National Hurricane Preparedness Week’’;

(2) encourages the people of the United
States—

(A) to be prepared for the upcoming hurri-
cane season; and

(B) to promote awareness of the dangers of
hurricanes to help save lives and protect
communities; and

(3) recognizes—

(A) the threats posed by hurricanes; and

(B) the need for the individuals of the
United States to learn more about prepared-
ness so that they may minimize the impacts
of, and provide a more effective response to,
hurricanes.

———

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

The hearing will be held on Monday,
June 12, 2006, at 2:30 p.m. in room SD-
366 of the Dirksen Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony regarding the imple-
mentation of Sections 641 through 645
of the Energy Policy Act of 2005, the
Next Generation Nuclear Plant Project
within the Department of Energy.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the, hearing record should send two
copies of their testimony to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510-6150.

For further information, please con-
tact Clint Williamson at (202) 224-7556
or Steve Waskiewicz at (202) 228-6195.

———
A PRODUCTIVE WEEK

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, over the
next 20 minutes or so, we will be wrap-
ping up what has been a very busy but
very productive week, moving to a pe-
riod which will begin with the celebra-
tion of this weekend, in the sense that
a lot of people will be with families
back at home, back with their con-
stituents, back in their communities,
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but we will move very quickly to our
Memorial Day recess. I will have a few
statements to make, a few words to say
on what will be going on, on Monday.

We have had a very successful week
in the sense that we have completed
another nomination thus far. We will
have a few more in a little bit that we
have agreed to on both sides. We have
completed an immigration bill that we
worked on for about a month—ini-
tially, for 2 weeks, then a pause, and
then for the last 2 weeks—a bill that,
as I said yesterday, does reflect the
will of this body. Not everybody agrees
with it. Not anybody, I think, agrees
with everything in that Ilegislation.
But it is comprehensive legislation
that demonstrates that we are gov-
erning, addressing the very real prob-
lems, real challenges that face us in
America today.

———

MARRIAGE PROTECTION
AMENDMENT

Mr. FRIST. When we come back we
will deal with a range of issues. I will
have a little more to say about that in
a bit, but the first issue we will come
back to has to do with another institu-
tion, the institution of marriage.

Throughout human history and cul-
ture, the union of a man and a woman
has been recognized as the essential
cornerstone of society. For millennia,
marriage has served as a public act, a
civil institution to bind men and
women in the task of producing and
nurturing their offspring. In some eras
it has existed apart from romance,
love, and mutual regard. In ours, we
have embraced the ideal of marriage
that deepens and enriches the bonds of
love, that grows with every shared
memory, endeavor, and challenge: hus-
band and wife, father and mother,
building a family and a community
over a lifetime.

At its root, marriage is and always
has been a public institution that for-
malizes that family bond—its intent to
further the community’s interest in
successfully rearing the next genera-
tion of healthy and prosperous citizens.
But now, this fundamental institution
is under attack. There is a concerted
effort underway to redefine marriage
against millennia of human experience
and against the expressed wishes of the
American people. Activist courts are
usurping the power to define this social
institution. And if marriage is rede-
fined for anyone, it is redefined for ev-
eryone.

The threat is real. Just last year vot-
ers in 13 States passed by enormous
margins State constitutional amend-
ments protecting marriage; 19 States
have State constitutional amendments
also to protect marriage, and 5 more
States have amendments pending. In
total, 45 States have either State con-
stitutional amendments or laws to pro-
tect marriage.

Tennessee will give voters the oppor-
tunity to voice their opinions on the
sanctity of marriage this November. It
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is one of seven States with similar
amendments pending to their constitu-
tions. If a marriage protection law
passes in Tennessee, we will join those
45 other States that have approved leg-
islation that defines marriage as a
union between a man and a woman
and, indeed, no State has ever rejected
an effort to protect traditional mar-
riage when it has been on the ballot.

So with this progress at the State
level that expresses the overwhelming
support of the American people, what
is the problem? Why does it need to
come to the floor of this body?

Voting for marriage on the State bal-
lot is not enough to protect the insti-
tution. I need to explain. Because same
sex marriage advocates cannot win at
the ballot box, activists are continuing
their campaign to convince State and
Federal courts to rewrite traditional
marriage laws. Currently, nine States
have lawsuits pending challenging
marriage laws. In five States, courts
could redefine marriage by the end of
the year—California, Maryland, New
Jersey, New York, and Washington.

In California, Maryland, New York,
and Washington, State trial courts
have already followed Massachusetts
and found the definition of marriage in
their State constitutions unconstitu-
tional. All these cases are on appeal.

Already we have seen a Federal judge
in Nebraska overturn a democratically
enacted Nebraska State constitutional
amendment protecting marriage. That
ruling is now under appeal in the
Eighth Circuit. Another Federal case
in Washington challenges the constitu-
tionality of the Federal Defense of
Marriage Act. The case is stayed, pend-
ing resolution of litigation in the
Washington State Supreme Court.

Because of these attempts to over-
turn State laws and constitutional
amendments, this Senate needs to act.
The American people deserve a full de-
bate on this foundational issue before
marriage is redefined for everyone.
That is why, when we return from the
Memorial Day recess, I will bring the
marriage protection amendment to the
Senate floor to ensure the definition of
marriage endures and remains true to
the wishes of the majority of the Amer-
ican people.

The amendment is straightforward.
The amendment is simple. It reads:

Marriage in the United States shall consist
only of the union of a man and a woman.
Neither this Constitution, nor the Constitu-
tion of any State, shall be construed to re-
quire that marriage or the legal incidents
thereof be conferred upon any union other
than the union of a man and a woman.

That is it. It is simple, straight-
forward—it is two sentences. The truth
is, on the question of marriage, the
Constitution will be amended. The only
question is whether it will be amended
by Congress as the representative of
the people or by judicial fiat. Will ac-
tivist judges amend the Constitution or
will the people amend the Constitution
to preserve marriage as it has always
been understood?
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I say the people should have a voice.
The American people have a right to
settle the question of what marriage
will be in the United States. Marriage
is an issue that rightly belongs in the
hands of the people, of the American
people. So before the courts impose a
vast, untested social experiment for
which children will bear the ultimate
consequence, let the people hold a thor-
ough debate. The matter before us is
critical. The debate before us is essen-
tial. Let it be held now for this and fu-
ture generations of Americans, and let
it ultimately lead the way forward.

MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. President, I now move to proceed
to Calendar No. 435, S.J. Res. 1, the
marriage protection amendment.

I ask unanimous consent the Senate
resume consideration of this motion to
proceed immediately following any
morning business period on Monday,
June 5.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, under the
previous order, as in executive session,
I ask unanimous consent that at 10:05
a.m. on Tuesday, June 6, the Senate
proceed to executive session, with 10
minutes of debate equally divided be-
tween the chairman and ranking mem-
ber, followed by a vote on the con-
firmation of the following judicial
nomination on the Executive Calendar:
Calendar No. 626, Renee Marie Bumb to
be United States District Judge for the
District of New Jersey; provided fur-
ther that following the vote, the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action and the Senate then re-
sume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PROVIDING FOR AN ADJOURN-
MENT OR RECESS OF THE HOUSE
AND SENATE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of H.
Con. Res. 418, the adjournment resolu-
tion; provided that the concurrent res-
olution be agreed to and the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 418) was agreed to, as follows:

H. CON. REs. 418

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on the legislative day of Thursday,
May 25, 2006, on a motion offered pursuant to
this concurrent resolution by its Majority
Leader or his designee, it stand adjourned
until 2 p.m. on Tuesday, June 6, 2006, or until
the time of any reassembly pursuant to sec-
tion 2 of this concurrent resolution, which-
ever occurs first; and that when the Senate
recesses or adjourns on any day from Thurs-
day, May 25, 2006, through Sunday, May 28,
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2006, on a motion offered pursuant to this
concurrent resolution by its Majority Leader
or his designee, it stand recessed or ad-
journed until noon on Monday, June 5, 2006,
or such other time on that day as may be
specified by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee in the motion to recess or adjourn, or
until the time of any reassembly pursuant to
section 2 of this concurrent resolution,
whichever occurs first.

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the
Majority Leader of the Senate, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the
House and the Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, shall notify the Members of the House
and the Senate, respectively, to reassemble
at such place and time as they may des-
ignate if, in their opinion, the public interest
shall warrant it.

———

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 3064

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I under-
stand there is a bill at the desk that is
due for its second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill for the second
time by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 3064) to express the policy of the
United States regarding the United States’
relationship with Native Hawaiians, and for
other purposes.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, in order to
place the bill on the calendar under the
provisions of rule XIV, I object to fur-
ther proceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
will be placed on the calendar.

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME
EN BLOC—S. 3274, H.R. 5253, H.R.
5311, H.R. 5403, H.R. 5429

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I under-
stand there are five bills at the desk,
and I ask for their first readings en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bills by title en
bloc.

The legislation clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 3274) to create a fair and efficient
system to resolve claims of victims of bodily
injury caused by asbestos exposure, and for
other purposes.

A bill (H.R. 5253) to prohibit price gouging
in the sale of gasoline, diesel fuel, crude oil,
home heating oil, and for other purposes.

A bill (H.R. 5311) to establish the Upper
Housatonie Valley National Heritage Area.

A Dbill (H.R. 5403) to improve protections
for children and to hold States accountable
for the safe and timely placement of children
across State lines, and for other purposes.

A Dbill (H.R. 5429) to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to establish and implement a
competitive oil and gasoline leasing program
that will result in an environmentally sound
program for the exploration, development,
and production of the oil and gas resources
of the Coastal Plain of Alaska, and for other
purposes:

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I now ask
for their second reading, and in order
to place the bills on the calendar under
the provisions of rule XIV, I object to
my own requests en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bills will receive
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their second reading on the next legis-
lative day.

———

JACK C. MONTGOMERY
MENT OF VETERANS
MEDICAL CENTER

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 3829, and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 3829) to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Center in
Muskogee, Oklahoma, as the Jack C. Mont-
gomery Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Center.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
the bill be read the third time and
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments related to the bill be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3829) was ordered to a
third reading, read the third time, and
passed.

DEPART-
AFFAIRS

———

OPERATION READINESS IN
CIVILIAN AGENCIES

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
the Senate proceed to the immediate
consideration of S. 3322, introduced
earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 3322) to build operational readi-
ness in civilian agencies, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
the bill be read the third time and
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments related to the bill be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 3322) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 3322

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Reconstruc-
tion and Stabilization Civilian Management
Act of 2006".

SEC. 2. FINDING; PURPOSE.

(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that the re-
sources of the United States Armed Forces
have been burdened by having to undertake
stabilization and reconstruction tasks in the
Balkans, Afghanistan, Iraq, and other coun-
tries of the world that could have been per-
formed by civilians, which has resulted in
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