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States and Canada that allowed for seamless
cross-border trade and travel and the oppor-
tunity for education and employment ex-
changes; and

Whereas, Protecting our borders is critical
to ensuring homeland security, and alter-
native means of establishing a traveler’s
identity and nationality should be thor-
oughly examined by the Departments of
Homeland Security and State. One such al-
ternative that would be much cheaper and
less cumbersome could involve an identifica-
tion code on driver’s licenses issued in
Michigan: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives,
That we memorialize the President and the
Congress of the United States to use flexi-
bility in the implementation of rules to
allow use of an enhanced drivers license
under the Western Hemisphere Travel Initia-
tive which requires all citizens of any age of
the United States, Canada, Mexico, and Ber-
muda to have a passport or other secure doc-
umentation to enter or re-enter the United
States; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States, the President of the United States
Senate, the Speaker of the United States
House of Representatives, and the members
of the Michigan congressional delegation.

POM-338. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the Legislature
of the State of Michigan relative to enacting
legislation restricting protests at funerals;
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

HOUSE RESOLUTION NoO. 226

Whereas, More than 100 military funerals
nationwide have been besieged with pro-
testers in the past three years. Protesters
have trespassed on the solitude and dignity
of grieving families, who want nothing more
than to bury their husbands, wives, sons, and
daughters in peace and solemnity. Espousing
perverse and hateful language and placards,
these protesters celebrate the slaying of our
nation’s heroes; and

Whereas, No family member, on the
blackest day of their life, should have to con-
front such premeditated viciousness, which
is solely calculated to deepen the anguish of
bereavement. Under such circumstances, the
family’s right to privacy outweighs any sup-
posed free speech concerns; and

Whereas, The United States Congress is
considering legislation to restrict protests at
funerals at national cemeteries for 60 min-
utes before or after a funeral. The measure
would also restrict protesters to remain 500
feet or more from the grave site or from indi-
viduals they are protesting: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives,
That we memorialize the United States Con-
gress to enact legislation restricting protests
at funerals; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, and the
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. GRASSLEY for the Committee on
Finance.

*Susan C. Schwab, of Maryland, to be
United States Trade Representative, with
the rank of Ambassador.

By Ms. COLLINS for the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.
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*Robert J. Portman, of Ohio, to be Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget.

*David L. Norquist, of Virginia, to be Chief
Financial Officer, Department of Homeland
Security.

*Robert Irwin Cusick, Jr., of Kentucky, to
be Director of the Office of Government Eth-
ics for a term of five years.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BAUCUS (for himself and Mr.
GRASSLEY):

S. 2919. A Dbill to amend title IV of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of
1974 to establish a Director of the Pension
Benefit Guaranty Corporation and the Inter-
nal Revenue code of 1986 to increase certain
penalties, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. REID (for Mr. BIDEN):

S. 2920. A bill to amend the Safe Drinking
Water Act to eliminate security risks by re-
placing the use of extremely hazardous gas-
eous chemicals with inherently safer tech-
nologies; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

By Mr. REID (for Mr. DAYTON):

S. 2921. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to enhance competition among
and between rail carriers in order to ensure
efficient rail service and reasonable rail
rates, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Mr. TALENT:

S. 2922. A bill to suspend temporarily the
duty on certain machines used in the assem-
bly of motorcycle wheels; to the Committee
on Finance.

By Mr. KYL:

S. 2923. A bill to extend temporarily the
suspension of duty on Vinclozolin; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. ALLEN:

S. 2924. A bill to suspend temporarily the
duty on brominated polystyrene flame re-
tardant; to the Committee on Finance.

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mrs. CLINTON (for herself, Ms.
CANTWELL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. HARKIN, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, and Ms. LANDRIEU):

S. Res. 485. A resolution to express the
sense of the Senate concerning the value of
family planning for American women; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr.
ALLEN, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. STEVENS, Mr.
VITTER, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mrs. DOLE,
Mr. CRAPO, Mr. BURNS, Mrs. LINCOLN,
Mr. WARNER, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. ROB-
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ERTS, Mr. and Mr.
DEWINE):

S. Res. 486. A resolution designating June
2006 as ‘‘National Internet Safety Month’’;
considered and agreed to.

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself and Ms.
SNOWE):

S. Res. 487. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate with regard to the impor-
tance of Women’s Health Week, which pro-
motes awareness of diseases that affect
women and which encourages women to take
preventive measures to ensure good health;
considered and agreed to.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. HATCH, Mr. NELSON of
Florida, and Mr. FRIST):

S. Res. 488. A resolution expressing the
sense of Congress that institutions of higher
education should adopt policies and edu-
cational programs on their campuses to help
deter and eliminate illicit copyright in-
fringement occurring on, and encourage edu-
cational uses of, their computer systems and
networks; considered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 25

At the request of Mr. CHAMBLISS, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
25, a bill to promote freedom, fairness,
and economic opportunity by repealing
the income tax and other taxes, abol-
ishing the Internal Revenue Service,
and enacting a national sales tax to be
administered primarily by the States.

S. 558

At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
DORGAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
568, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to permit certain addi-
tional retired members of the Armed
Forces who have a service-connected
disability to receive both disability
compensation from the Department of
Veterans Affairs for their disability
and either retired pay by reason of
their years of military service or Com-
bat-Related Special compensation and
to eliminate the phase-in period under
current law with respect to such con-
current receipt.

SANTORUM,

S. 559

At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) and the Senator
from Washington (Ms. CANTWELL) were
added as cosponsors of S. 559, a bill to
make the protection of vulnerable pop-
ulations, especially women and chil-
dren, who are affected by a humani-
tarian emergency a priority of the
United States Government, and for
other purposes.

S. 1035

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1035, a bill to authorize the presen-
tation of commemorative medals on
behalf of Congress to Native Americans
who served as Code Talkers during for-
eign conflicts in which the United
States was involved during the 20th
century in recognition of the service of
those Native Americans to the United
States.
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S. 1099

At the request of Mr. SHELBY, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1099, a bill to repeal the current Inter-
nal Revenue Code and replace it with a
flat tax, thereby guaranteeing eco-
nomic growth and greater fairness for
all Americans.

S. 1162

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1162, a bill to amend title 10 and 38,
United States Code, to repeal the 10-
year limits on use of Montgomery GI
Bill educational assistance benefits,
and for other purposes.

S. 1171

At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CONRAD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1171, a bill to halt Saudi
support for institutions that fund,
train, incite, encourage, or in any
other way aid and abet terrorism, and
to secure full Saudi cooperation in the
investigation of terrorist incidents,
and for other purposes.

S. 1353

At the request of Mr. MARTINEZ, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1353, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for the estab-
lishment of an Amyotrophic Lateral
Sclerosis Registry.

At the request of Mr. REID, the
names of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. ALLEN) and the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. BURR) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1353, supra.

S. 1376

At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) and the Senator from North
Dakota (Mr. CONRAD) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1376, a bill to improve
and expand geographic literacy among
kindergarten through grade 12 students
in the United States by improving pro-
fessional development programs for
kindergarten through grade 12 teachers
offered through institutions of higher
education.

S. 1862

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
DEWINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1862, a bill to establish a joint energy
cooperation program within the De-
partment of Energy to fund eligible
ventures between United States and
Israeli businesses and academic per-
sons in the national interest, and for
other purposes.

S. 1934

At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1934, a bill to reauthorize
the grant program of the Department
of Justice for reentry of offenders into
the community, to establish a task
force on Federal programs and activi-
ties relating to the reentry of offenders
into the community, and for other pur-
poses.
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S. 2278
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. BURNS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2278, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to improve the pre-
vention, diagnosis, and treatment of
heart disease, stroke, and other cardio-
vascular diseases in women.
S. 2292
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2292, a bill to provide relief for
the Federal judiciary from excessive
rent charges.
S. 2321
At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
ALLEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2321, a bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of Louis Braille.
S. 2385
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
DORGAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2385, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to expand eligibility for
Combat-Related Special Compensation
paid by the uniformed services in order
to permit certain additional retired
members who have a service-connected
disability to receive both disability
compensation from the Department of
Veterans Affairs for that disability and
Combat-Related Special Compensation
by reason of that disability.
S. 2452
At the request of Mr. BAYH, the name
of the Senator from Florida (Mr. NEL-
SON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2452, a bill to prohibit picketing at the
funerals of members and former mem-
bers of the armed forces.
S. 2459
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
names of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) and the Senator from
Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2459, a bill to improve
cargo security, and for other purposes.
S. 2494
At the request of Mr. BURNS, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
ALLEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2494, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a deduction
for the payment of premiums for high
deductible health plans, to allow a
credit for certain employment taxes
paid with respect to premiums for high
deductible health plans and contribu-
tions to health savings accounts, and
for other purposes.
S. 2506
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. DAYTON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2506, a bill to require Federal
agencies to support health impact as-
sessments and take other actions to
improve health and the environmental
quality of communities, and for other
purposes.
S. 2642
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
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(Mr. FEINGOLD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2642, a bill to amend the Com-
modity Exchange Act to add a provi-
sion relating to reporting and record-
keeping for positions involving energy
commodities.
S. 2658
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2658, a bill to amend title
10, United States Code, to enhance the
national defense through empowerment
of the Chief of the National Guard Bu-
reau and the enhancement of the func-
tions of the National Guard Bureau,
and for other purposes.
S. 2694
At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2694, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to remove certain
limitation on attorney representation
of claimants for veterans benefits in
administrative proceedings before the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and
for other purposes.
S. 2703
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) and the Senator
from California (Mrs. BOXER) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2703, a bill to
amend the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
S. 2796
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2796, a bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of Energy to establish monetary
prizes for achievements in overcoming
scientific and technical barriers associ-
ated with hydrogen energy.
S. 2802
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
INOUYE), the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
SMITH), the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
ALLEN), the Senator from Montana
(Mr. BURNS), the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. KERRY), the Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN), the Sen-
ator from Florida (Mr. NELSON) and the
Senator from Arkansas (Mr. PRYOR)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2802, a
bill to improve American innovation
and competitiveness in the global econ-
omy.
S. 2803
At the request of Mr. ENZI, the names
of the Senator from XKentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL) and the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. BUNNING) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2803, a bill to amend the
Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of
1977 to improve the safety of mines and
mining.
S. 2810
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
names of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) and the Senator from
California (Mrs. BOXER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2810, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to eliminate months in 2006 from the



May 22, 2006

calculation of any late enrollment pen-
alty under the Medicare part D pre-
scription drug program and to provide
for additional funding for State health
insurance counseling program and area
agencies on aging, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2811
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. LEVIN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2811, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to extend the
annual, coordinated election period
under the Medicare part D prescription
drug program through all of 2006 and to
provide for a refund of excess pre-
miums paid during 2006, and for other
purposes.
S. 2831
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. JEFFORDS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2831, a bill to guarantee the
free flow of information to the public
through a free and active press while
protecting the right of the public to ef-
fective law enforcement and the fair
administration of justice.
S. 2855
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2855, a bill to amend the Safe
Drinking Water Act to eliminate secu-
rity risks by replacing the use of ex-
tremely hazardous gaseous chemicals
with inherently safer technologies.
S.J. RES. 12
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) was added as
a cosponsor of S.J. Res. 12, a joint reso-
lution proposing an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States au-
thorizing Congress to prohibit the
physical desecration of the flag of the
United States.
S.J. RES. 35
At the request of Mr. BYRD, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) and the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mr. LOTT) were
added as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 35, a
joint resolution proposing an amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United
States to clarify that the Constitution
neither prohibits voluntary prayer nor
requires prayer in schools.
S. CON. RES. 71
At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 71, a concurrent res-
olution expressing the sense of Con-
gress that States should require can-
didates for driver’s licenses to dem-
onstrate an ability to exercise greatly
increased caution when driving in the
proximity of a potentially visually im-
paired individual.
S. RES. 224
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 224, a resolution to
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express the sense of the Senate sup-
porting the establishment of Sep-
tember as Campus Fire Safety Month,
and for other purposes.
S. RES. 462

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) and the Senator
from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 462, a
resolution designating June 8, 2006, as
the day of a National Vigil for Lost
Promise.

S. RES. 469

At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SUNUNU) and the Senator
from Colorado (Mr. ALLARD) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 469, a
resolution condemning the April 25,
2006, beating and intimidation of Cuban
dissident Martha Beatriz Roque.

AMENDMENT NO. 4076

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 4076 proposed to
S. 2611, a bill to provide for comprehen-
sive immigration reform and for other
purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

Mr. BAUCUS (for himself and Mr.
GRASSLEY):

S. 2919. A bill to amend title IV of the
Employee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 to establish a Director of
the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora-
tion and the Internal Revenue code of
1986 to increase certain penalties, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on Finance.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I am
pleased to join my distinguished col-
league from Iowa, Senator GRASSLEY,
to introduce a bill making the position
of executive director of the Pension
Benefit Guaranty Corporation, or the
PBGC, subject to the advice and con-
sent of the Senate.

Quite frankly, I was surprised to find
out that this important position is not
subject to Senate approval. The Sec-
retary of Labor, the Chairman of the
PBGC, simply appoints the executive
director. This is too important a posi-
tion not to be subject to Senate over-
sight.

Jurisdiction over the PBGC rests
with both the Committee on Finance
and the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions, the HELP
Committee. To recognize this, our bill
would require both committees to ap-
prove the director.

The Finance Committee, the HELP
Committee, and indeed the entire Sen-
ate have spent considerable time over
the last few years fighting to protect
the pensions of millions of workers.
And the deficit of the PBGC—now over
$23 billion—has been growing.

We now have a bill in conference that
I hope will be brought back before the
Senate soon. And I hope that the sim-
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ple provision that I am introducing
today can be added to that legislation.

It is the perfect time to make the po-
sition subject to Senate approval. The
current executive director is leaving
the PBGC at the end of May. And his
replacement should be subject to Sen-
ate confirmation.

The PBGC is a government corpora-
tion that was created when ERISA was
enacted in 1974. It is established within
the Department of Labor. Labor con-
trols PBGC for many administrative
matters. But PBGC has its own budget,
which goes through the PBGC Board,
and PBGC’s attorneys litigate their
own cases. PBGC is controlled by a 3-
person Board made up of the Secretary
of Labor, as the Chairman of the
PBGC, and the Secretaries of the
Treasury and Commerce.

PBGC is run on a day-to-day basis by
an executive director. This position is
not mentioned in ERISA but is a cre-
ation of the PBGC by-laws adopted by
the board. The Secretary of Labor ap-
points the executive director, who is a
political appointee. Executive directors
have stayed on average a couple of
years.

The PBGC insures the pensions of 40
million workers and retirees in about
30,000 plans. These plans have trillions
of dollars in assets. PBGC itself has
more than $40 billion in assets, more
than $63 billion in liabilities, and a $23
billion deficit. Even with the rush to
terminate or freeze current plans, most
of the Nation’s biggest companies still
maintain defined benefit plans. What
happens with defined benefit plans has
a big effect on America’s competitive-
ness and affects the retirement secu-
rity of America’s workers and retirees.

Making the executive director’s posi-
tion an advice and consent position
would give the Senate say in what type
of person serves in this position so that
PBGC does not become another FEMA.
It would show the importance that
Congress attaches to the role of the
PBGC for workers, retirees and em-
ployers. It would raise the attraction
of the PBGC director position.

I ask my colleagues to support mak-
ing the PBGC executive director posi-
tion subject to Senate approval.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of the bill be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2919

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “PBGC Con-
firmation Act of 2006°".

SEC. 2. DIRECTOR OF THE PENSION BENEFIT
GUARANTY CORPORATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title IV of the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29
U.S.C. 1301 et seq.) is amended—

(1) by striking the second sentence of sec-
tion 4002(a) and inserting the following: ‘‘In
carrying out its functions under this title,
the corporation shall be administered by a
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