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country. But the U.S. tariff on ethanol
operates as an offset to an excise tax
credit that applies to both domesti-
cally produced and imported ethanol.
So by lifting the tariff, we would in ef-
fect be giving the benefits of a U.S. tax
credit to subsidized Brazilian ethanol.

Providing yet more duty-free treat-
ment for Brazilian ethanol would send
the wrong signal to those Americans
who are devoting their careers to help
America become more energy inde-
pendent. The U.S. ethanol industry is
working every day to lessen our de-
pendence on foreign oil. This is a virtue
that President Bush has touted again
and again.

Just last week the President restated
his goal to replace oil from around the
world by expanding the use of U.S. eth-
anol.

The President stated:

The federal government has got a role to
play to encourage new industries that will
help this nation diversify away from oil. And
so we’re strongly committed to corn-based
ethanol produced in America.

The President clearly understands
the need to assist our domestic ethanol
industry so that they can get a foot-
hold and succeed. Why would the
United States want to send a signal
that we’re backing away from our ef-
forts to seek energy independence by
promoting renewable fuels in the
United States?

We’re already dependent on foreign
oil. Surely, President Bush doesn’t in-
tend for our nation to go down the path
of eventually becoming dependent on
foreign ethanol also. Providing yet
more duty-free treatment would be a
step in the wrong direction. I don’t
think our country should take any ac-
tion that would harm the farmers and
investors in rural America that have
worked so hard to develop this indus-
try. The efforts to reduce our depend-
ence on foreign oil have only just
begun.

Providing more duty-free treatment
for ethanol won’t increase supplies or
reduce prices at the pump. It’s a bad
solution in search of a problem. It’s a
bad idea for our energy independence
and our national security.

—

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

LIMITING THE TERM OF THE PUB-
LIC TRUSTEES OF SOCIAL SECU-
RITY AND MEDICARE

e Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise to
comment on legislation that Chairman
GRASSLEY and I introduced yesterday
that would limit public trustees for So-
cial Security and Medicare to a single
four-year term of service. The bill, S.
2752, will also codify that the President
should consult with Congress on the
nominations of public trustees for
these important programs. This legis-
lation was prompted by recent events.

Upon learning last November that
the White House intended to renomi-
nate John L. Palmer and Thomas R.
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Saving as pubic trustees, Chairman
GRASSLEY and I both responded imme-
diately that the White House should
find two new individuals to nominate
as public trustees. Both individuals had
already served one term as Social Se-
curity and Medicare public trustees,
and their terms ended in March 2005.
Dr. Palmer and Dr. Saving served ad-
mirably as public trustees during their
term and the Chairman and I thank
them for their service, but I did not
want to see an important tradition
abandoned. Never in the history of the
public trustees have individuals served
more than one term, and that’s for
good reason. Fresh thinking and new
ideas are critical to the proper assess-
ment and administration of the Social
Security and Medicare programs. If the
executive branch will not voluntarily
follow this vital precedent, this prin-
ciple must be written into law.

There was a second problem last
yvear. The White House is supposed to
consult with the chairman and ranking
member of the Finance Committee be-
fore sending the nominations to the
Senate. Unfortunately, no such con-
sultation occurred last year prior to
the nominations being forwarded to the
Senate. Therefore, the blll a adds lan-
guage to the Social Security Act re-
quiring the President to consult with
the chairman and ranking member of
the Committee on Finance before con-
sidering individuals to be nominated as
public trustees.

Ignoring our views, on April 19 of this
year, the White House announced the
recess appointments of Mr. Palmer and
Mr. Saving as public trustees of the So-
cial Security and Medicare programs. I
immediately objected to this action by
the White House because I believe the
role of the public trustees is too impor-
tant to be diminished by the recess ap-
pointment process. It was this extreme
action on the part of the White House—
in combination with the other two
problems I mentioned previously—that
prompted the chairman and me to in-
troduce this bill today.

I think some good has come out of
this unfortunate episode regarding the
public trustees. Hopefully, everyone
has a better understanding of the role
of the public trustees. The Greenspan
Commission recommended creating the
positions of two public trustees to help
ensure that the reports on the Social
Security and Medicare trust funds were
objective and not solely the work of ad-
ministration officials. The Greenspan
Commission envisioned experts from
outside the executive branch who are
confirmed by the Senate. They are un-
like most other Presidential appoint-
ments because they do not represent
the administration, they represent the
public. Because of that unique distinc-
tion, it is inappropriate to recess ap-
point the public trustees. Individuals
who are nominated to be public trust-
ees should be selected by a process of
consultation between the White House
and Members of Congress. Once con-
firmed by the Senate, they should only

S4107

serve one term. To do otherwise under-
mines the public trustees’ role as an
objective check on the production of
the trust fund reports.

Since this legislation should not
spark any controversy, I hope both
Chambers will quickly consider and
pass this bill and send it to the Presi-
dent for his signature.e®

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Ms. COLLINS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:

S. 2459. A bill to improve cargo security,
and for other purposes.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. SANTORUM (for himself and
Mr. SPECTER):

S. 2754. A bill to derive human pluripotent
stem cell lines using techniques that do not
knowingly harm embryos; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. THOMAS:

S. 2755. A bill to enhance the energy pro-
duction, refining, infrastructure, conserva-
tion and efficiency capabilities of the United
States, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Ms. COLLINS:

S. 2756. A bill to authorize the President to
utilize Federal equipment, supplies, facili-
ties, personnel, and other non-monetary re-
sources to assist utility companies that con-
tribute to recovery efforts from the effects of
a major disaster; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 22

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 22, a bill to improve pa-
tient access to health care services and
provide improved medical care by re-
ducing the excessive burden the liabil-
ity system places on the health care
delivery system.
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S. 811
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. BINGAMAN), the Senator from
Delaware (Mr. BIDEN) and the Senator
from Arkansas (Mr. PRYOR) were added
as cosponsors of S. 811, a bill to require
the Secretary of the Treasury to mint
coins in commemoration of the bicen-
tennial of the birth of Abraham Lin-
coln.
S. 1086
At the request of Mr. ALLEN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1086, a bill to improve the national pro-
gram to register and monitor individ-
uals who commit crimes against chil-
dren or sex offenses.
S. 1325
At the request of Mr. FRIST, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1325, a bill to establish
grants to provide health services for
improved nutrition, increased physical
activity, obesity and eating disorder
prevention, and for other purposes.
S. 2292
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2292, a bill to provide relief for the
Federal judiciary from excessive rent
charges.
S. 2486
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2486, a bill to ensure that
adequate actions are taken to detect,
prevent, and minimize the con-
sequences of chemical releases that re-
sult from terrorist attacks and other
criminal activity that may cause sub-
stantial harm to public health and
safety and the environment.
S. 2487
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. SALAZAR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2487, a bill to ensure an abun-
dant and affordable supply of highly
nutritious fruits, vegetables, and other
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specialty crops for American con-
sumers and international markets by

enhancing the competitiveness of
United States-grown specialty crops.
S. 2491

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
LUGAR) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2491, a bill to award a Congressional
gold medal to Byron Nelson in recogni-
tion of his significant contributions to
the game of golf as a player, a teacher,
and a commentator.

S. 2677

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. ALLARD) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2677, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the in-
vestment tax credit with respect to
solar energy property and qualified fuel
cell property, and for other purposes.

S. 2703

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2703, a bill to amend the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965.

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. KOHL), the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. BIDEN) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. DoDD) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2703, supra.

———————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS:

S. 2756. A bill to authorize the Presi-
dent to utilize Federal equipment, sup-
plies, facilities, personnel, and other
non-monetary resources to assist util-
ity companies that contribute to recov-
ery efforts from the effects of a major
disaster; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce legislation that
would make a change to the Stafford
Act that, in some cases, could facili-
tate recovery from natural disasters.
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Governments on the local, State and
Federal level have a primary and crit-
ical responsibility when it comes to re-
sponding to natural disasters. A wide
variety of private organizations also
play an important role in the recovery
process that complements and facili-
tates public response efforts. In the
case of private utility companies, their
work to restore normal telecommuni-
cations, power, and other services in a
disaster area can greatly speed the re-
covery process.

Our investigation into the response
to Hurricane Katrina has shown that a
number of utility companies were ham-
pered in their recovery efforts by
shortages of fuel, transportation,
equipment, and other resources in the
afflicted areas. In some cases, we also
found that FEMA had supplies of
scarce resources, received requests to
share those resources but lacked the
legal authority to do so.

What this bill would do is provide
FEMA authority to share its resources
during a disaster—at FEMA’s discre-
tion and for full compensation. This
would allow FEMA—in those cases
where it has sufficient resources to
share—to advance the recovery process
in the wake of a disaster at no expense
to the Government.

Mr. President, I am introducing this
commonsense legislation because it
will incrementally improve our capac-
ity to respond to disasters without ad-
ditional costs to the Government. I ask
for my colleagues’ support.

———————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that floor privi-
leges be granted to Dr. Alex Mason and
Jay Khosla, fellows in the majority
leader’s office, and Dr. Roger Johns, a
fellow for Senator HATCH, for the dura-
tion of the debate on S. 22, S. 23, and S.
1995.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

e ————

FOREIGN TRAVEL FINANCIAL REPORTS

In accordance with the appropriate provisions of law, the Secretary of the Senate herewith submits the following re-
ports from standing committees of the Senate, certain joint committees of the Congress, delegations and groups, and se-
lect and special committees of the Senate, relating to expenses incurred in the performance of authorized foreign travel:

CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22
U.S.C. 1754(h), COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION AND FORESTRY FOR TRAVEL FROM JAN. 1 TO MAR. 31, 2006

Name and country

Per diem

Transportation

Miscellaneous Total

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency

Name of currency Foreign

currency

Foreign
currency

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency

Foreign
currency

Foreign
currency

Senator Saxby Chambliss:
Switzerland

Franc 570.00

Kuwait

570.00

Dinar 406.00

United Arab Emirates

406.00

Dinar 519.00

Germany

519.00

Euro 304.00

Krister Holladay:
Kuwait

304.00

Dinar 406.00

United Arab Emirates

406.00

Dinar 519.00

Germany

519.00

Euro 304.00

Clyde Taylor:
Kuwait

304.00

Dinar 406.00

United Arab Emirates

406.00

Dinar 519.00

519.00
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