May 3, 2006

BROWNBACK, Mr. KOHL, Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. Res. 464. A resolution designating June
7, 2006, as ‘‘National Hunger Awareness
Day’”’, and authorizing the Senate offices of
Senators Gordon H. Smith, Blance L. Lin-
coln, Elizabeth Dole, and Richard J. Durbin
to collect donations of food during the period
beginning May 8, 2006, and ending June 7,
2006, from concerned Members of Congress
and staff to assist families suffering from
hunger and food insecurity in the Wash-
ington, D.C., metropolitan area; considered
and agreed to.

By Mr. HARKIN:

S. Con. Res. 93. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress with respect
to accomplishing the mission in Iraq; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 558
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. DEWINE)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 558, a
bill to amend title 10, United States
Code, to permit certain additional re-
tired members of the Armed Forces
who have a service-connected dis-
ability to receive both disability com-
pensation from the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for their disability and ei-
ther retired pay by reason of their
years of military service or Combat-
Related Special compensation and to
eliminate the phase-in period under
current law with respect to such con-
current receipt.
S. 828
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Senator from
Michigan (Mr. LEVIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 828, a bill to enhance and
further research into paralysis and to
improve rehabilitation and the quality
of life for persons living with paralysis
and other physical disabilities, and for
other purposes.
S. 1060
At the request of Mr. COLEMAN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1060, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit
against income tax for the purchase of
hearing aids.
S. 1086
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CONRAD) and the Senator
from Minnesota (Mr. DAYTON) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1086, a bill to
improve the national program to reg-
ister and monitor individuals who com-
mit crimes against children or sex of-
fenses.
S. 1272
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, the name of the Senator from
Iowa (Mr. GRASSLEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1272, a bill to amend title
46, United States Code, and title II of
the Social Security Act to provide ben-
efits to certain individuals who served
in the United States merchant marine
(including the Army Transport Service
and the Naval Transport Service) dur-
ing World War II.
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S. 1330
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1330, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide incentives for employer-provided
employee housing assistance, and for
other purposes.
S. 1508
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1508, a bill to require Senate can-
didates to file designations, state-
ments, and reports in electronic form.
S. 1741
At the request of Mr. VOINOVICH, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1741, a bill to amend the Rob-
ert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act to authorize
the President to carry out a program
for the protection of the health and
safety of residents, workers, volun-
teers, and others in a disaster area.
S. 1862
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1862, a bill to establish a joint energy
cooperation program within the De-
partment of Energy to fund eligible
ventures between United States and
Israeli businesses and academic per-
sons in the national interest, and for
other purposes.
S. 1864
At the request of Mr. TALENT, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1864, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to treat certain
farming business machinery and equip-
ment as 5-year property for purposes of
depreciation.
S. 1948
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) and the Senator from
Virginia (Mr. WARNER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1948, a bill to direct
the Secretary of Transportation to
issue regulations to reduce the inci-
dence of child injury and death occur-
ring inside or outside of passenger
motor vehicles, and for other purposes.
S. 2019
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2019, a bill to provide for a re-
search program for remediation of
closed methamphetamine production
laboratories, and for other purposes.
S. 2025
At the request of Mr. BAYH, the name
of the Senator from Arkansas (Mrs.
LINCOLN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2025, a bill to promote the national se-
curity and stability of the United
States economy by reducing the de-
pendence of the United States on oil
through the use of alternative fuels
and new technology, and for other pur-
poses.
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S. 2039
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2039, a bill to provide for
loan repayment for prosecutors and
public defenders.
S. 2140
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. ALLARD) and the Senator from
Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) were added
as cosponsors of S. 2140, a bill to en-
hance protection of children from sex-
ual exploitation by strengthening sec-
tion 2257 of title 18, United States
Code, requiring producers of sexually
explicit material to keep and permit
inspection of records regarding the age
of performers, and for other purposes.
S. 2201
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. BYRD) and the Senator from
Delaware (Mr. BIDEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2201, a bill to amend title
49, United States Code, to modify the
mediation and implementation require-
ments of section 40122 regarding
changes in the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration personnel management
system, and for other purposes.
S. 2250
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CrAIG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2250, a bill to award a congressional
gold medal to Dr. Norman E. Borlaug.
S. 2339
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2339, a bill to reauthorize the
HIV Health Care Services Program
under title 26 of the Public Health
Service Act.
S. 2385
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Arkansas (Mrs.
LINCOLN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2385, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to expand eligibility for
Combat-Related Special Compensation
paid by the uniformed services in order
to permit certain additional retired
members who have a service-connected
disability to receive both disability
compensation from the Department of
Veterans Affairs for that disability and
Combat-Related Special Compensation
by reason of that disability.
S. 2465
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2465, a bill to amend the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 to provide
increased assistance for the prevention,
treatment, and control of tuberculosis,
and for other purposes.
S. 2480
At the request of Mr. BENNETT, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2480, a bill to amend the Fair-
ness to Contact Lens Consumers Act
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with respect to the availability of con-
tact lenses.
S. 2510

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2510, a bill to establish a mnational
health program administered by the
Office of Personnel Management to
offer health benefits plans to individ-
uals who are not Federal employees,
and for other purposes.

S. 2554

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. ALLARD) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 25564, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to expand the per-
missible use of health savings accounts
to include premiums for non-group
high deductible health plan coverage.

S. 2653

At the request of Mr. STEVENS, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2653, a bill to direct the Federal
Communications Commission to make
efforts to reduce telephone rates for
Armed Forces personnel deployed over-
seas.

S. 2658

At the request of Mr. BOND, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
STEVENS) and the Senator from Iowa
(Mr. GRASSLEY) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2658, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to enhance the na-
tional defense through empowerment
of the Chief of the National Guard Bu-
reau and the enhancement of the func-
tions of the National Guard Bureau,
and for other purposes.

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
INOUYE), the Senator from Montana
(Mr. BAUCUS), the Senator from Illinois
(Mr. DURBIN), the Senator from Mary-
land (Ms. MIKULSKI), the Senator from
Iowa (Mr. HARKIN), and the Senator
from Hawaii (Mr. AKAKA) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2658, supra.

S. CON. RES. 91

At the request of Mr. REID, his name
was added as a cosponsor of S. Con.
Res. 91, a concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the
President should posthumously award
the Presidential Medal of Freedom to
Leroy Robert ‘‘Satchel” Paige.

S. RES. 458

At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 458, a resolution affirming that
statements of national unity, including
the National Anthem, should be recited
or sung in English.

AMENDMENT NO. 3592

At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Rhode Island (Mr.
CHAFEE) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3592 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 4939, a bill making emer-
gency supplemental appropriations for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2006, and for other purposes.
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AMENDMENT NO. 3597

At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
MARTINEZ) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3597 proposed to H.R.
4939, a bill making emergency supple-
mental appropriations for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2006, and for
other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 3688

At the request of Mr. BIDEN, his name
was added as a cosponsor of amend-
ment No. 3688 proposed to H.R. 4939, a
bill making emergency supplemental
appropriations for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2006, and for other
purposes.

At the request of Mr. DoDD, his name
was added as a cosponsor of amend-
ment No. 3688 proposed to H.R. 4939,
supra.

AMENDMENT NO. 3717

At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY), the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN) and the Sen-
ator from Illinois (Mr. OBAMA) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
3717 proposed to H.R. 4939, a bill mak-
ing emergency supplemental appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 3719

At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
BROWNBACK), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY), the Senator
from Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) and
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
MENENDEZ) were added as cosponsors of
amendment No. 3719 proposed to H.R.
4939, a bill making emergency supple-
mental appropriations for the fiscal
yvear ending September 30, 2006, and for
other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 3777

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
BROWNBACK), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Sen-
ator from Wisconsin (Mr. FEINGOLD)
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 3777 proposed to H.R. 4939, a
bill making emergency supplemental
appropriations for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2006, and for other
purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 3805

At the request of Mr. BENNETT, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 3805 intended to
be proposed to H.R. 4939, a bill making
emergency supplemental appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other purposes.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. SANTORUM (for himself,
Mrs. DoOLE, and Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI):

S. 2701. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a re-
fundable credit for high deductible
health plans for uninsured individuals;
to the Committee on Finance.

May 3, 2006

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President,
this week, the first week of May, is Na-
tional Cover the Uninsured Week. Now
in its fourth year, it is the largest non-
partisan effort in our Nation’s history
to raise awareness on the staggering
numbers of Americans who do not have
health insurance.

Forty-six million Americans have no
health insurance—including more than
8 million children. In Alaska, 110,000
people do not have health insurance—
that is nearly 17 percent of our popu-
lation. One-half of Alaska’s uninsured
live in a household with a least one
child.

Being uninsured too often means
going without needed care—and minor
illnesses can become major ones simply
because health care is delayed. Over a
third of Alaska’s uninsured reported
that they didn’t seek medical care for
themselves or their family when it was
needed. Why? Because they couldn’t af-
ford it. An estimated 18,000 uninsured
Americans die each year because they
received too little care, too late.

Most of these individuals and fami-
lies are hard-working Americans—just
making it from paycheck to paycheck.
In fact, 8 out of 10 of uninsured Ameri-
cans either work or are in working
families.

To help those working families, I join
Senator SANTORUM and Senator DOLE
in introducing the Helping Working
Americans Afford Health Coverage Act
of 2006. The goal of this bill is to make
health coverage more affordable and
accessible to the working populations
with the greatest needs.

This bill creates a progressive, re-
fundable health care tax credit tar-
geted toward low- and moderate-in-
come individuals and families which
can be used for health savings account-
eligible health insurance. Recent stud-
ies show that low- and moderate-in-
come Americans and those previously
uninsured are enrolling in health sav-
ings accounts or HSAs. More than one-
third of HSA purchasers last year had
incomes under $50,000 per year, and
one-third of individual HSA purchasers
last year were previously uninsured.

Specifically, the refundable tax cred-
it would provide a subsidy of up to 90
percent of the cost of health care cov-
erage, up to a maximum credit of $1,000
per adult and up to $3,000 for a family.
Additionally, the credit will Dbe
advanceable so that an individual or
family would not have to wait to be re-
imbursed to purchase coverage.

This bill also contains an important
provision to address the higher health
care costs and higher poverty levels in
the noncontiguous States of Alaska
and Hawaii. In Alaska, the qualifying
income thresholds for both individual
Alaskans and Alaskan families are in-
creased by 25 percent.

Though the Helping Working Ameri-
cans Afford Health Coverage Act is not
as comprehensive as S. 160, the SAVE
Act, Securing Access, Value and Equal-
ity Act—legislation that I introduced
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