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Robertson became secretary-treasurer
for the Los Angeles County Federation
of Labor, AFL-CIO. Under his leader-
ship, The Los Angeles County Federa-
tion of Labor saw phenomenal growth.
He coordinated many successful labor
rights victories and spent a great deal
of time building the labor movement
and fighting for fairness and equality.
In addition to his efforts to further the
labor movement, Bill Robertson took
steps to assist the city of Los Angeles’
homeless population. In the winter of
1985, the city of Los Angeles had au-
thorized a temporary tent shelter to be
erected for the city’s homeless popu-
lation. Bill Robertson found this solu-
tion to be inadequate and successfully
persuaded then Mayor Tom Bradley to
authorize construction of a temporary
structure to house the 138-bed shelter.
Bill Robertson rallied volunteer labor-
ers and secured union funds to buy the
construction materials.

Bill also played a major role in bring-
ing prominence and recognition to the
city of Los Angeles. In addition to as-
sisting city officials with securing the
rights to host the 1984 Olympic Games,
Bill also played a pivotal role in estab-
lishing a home for a professional foot-
ball team in Los Angeles. It was
through his role as chief negotiator in
the $6.7-million deal in 1980 that
brought the Raiders football team from
Oakland to the Los Angeles Coliseum.
Bill Robertson considered this achieve-
ment as one of the proudest of his ca-
reer.

I invite all of my colleagues to join
me and the many members of the labor
community in recognizing and hon-
oring Bill Robertson for his guidance
and lifelong effort in fighting to im-
prove the lives of working people. He is
survived by his wife, Dresden Graham
Robertson; his two sons, William and
Robert; three grandchildren; and four
great-grandchildren.e

——

IN MEMORY OF JUDGE WILLIAM
MATTHEW BYRNE, JR.

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I am
deeply saddened to inform you of the
passing of Judge William Matthew
Byrne, Jr. I would like to take a few
moments to recognize Judge Byrne’s
many important accomplishments and
the tremendous impact he made on the
judicial system.

William Byrne was born in East Los
Angeles in 1930 and attended Loyola
High School and the University of
Southern California. Before becoming a
Federal prosecutor in Los Angeles, he
served as a judge advocate from 1956 to
1958 in the U.S. Air Force. In 1967, he
was appointed as U.S. attorney by
President Lyndon B. Johnson. In 1970,
when President Richard Nixon created
the President’s Commission on Campus
Unrest, he chose William Byrne as its
executive director.

Byrne became the youngest judge
ever appointed to the Federal bench
when he was confirmed in 1971 at age
40, and he served as the Central Dis-
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trict’s chief judge from 1994 to 1998. In
more than 30 years of service on the
Federal bench, Judge Byrne had the op-
portunity to handle many cases. He is,
however, best known for presiding over
the Pentagon Papers case, which was
assigned to him just 2 years after his
confirmation as a Federal judge. The
Pentagon Papers case involved mili-
tary analyst Daniel Ellsberg and co-de-
fendant Anthony J. Russo, Jr. who
were indicted on 12 Federal counts, in-
cluding conspiracy, theft of Govern-
ment property, and espionage after an
unauthorized release of a secret study
of U.S. involvement in the Vietnam
War. Judge Byrne dismissed the case in
1973 after ruling that it was the Gov-
ernment that was guilty of mis-
conduct.

I invite all of my colleagues to join
me in recognizing and honoring Judge
William Matthew Byrne, Jr., for his
long and distinguished service to our
country.e

———

AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN
EDUCATION

e Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor Woodson Kindergarten
Center, in Austin, MN, which recently
earned an Award for Excellence in Edu-
cation for its exceptional and innova-
tive achievements in educating chil-
dren.

The Woodson Kindergarten Center,
which is funded by Austin Public
Schools, is truly a model of edu-
cational success. The district recog-
nized the advantages of joining to-
gether all of its kindergarteners in a
single building. This made economic
sense and also improved the students’
experience, allowing all Kkindergarten
teachers and specialists to work to-
gether and to benefit from the exper-
tise each person brought to the team.
Currently, 390 children attend Woodson
Kindergarten Center, which provides
special education services and English
language learner services for children
of all ages.

At Woodson Kindergarten, students
are grouped for reading and math based
on skill level. A student who has not
mastered all of the skills needed for
first grade attends 6 weeks of summer
school. Woodson emphasizes reading to
children in school and at home and also
focuses throughout the day on building
children’s social skills, including con-
flict resolution.

Woodson Kindergarten Center better
prepares students for first grade and
provides a stronger foundation for at-
risk children. Its full-day curriculum
offers more time for hands-on dis-
covery, for experimenting and making
mistakes, for reading the whole story,
and for richer, more developmentally
appropriate learning.

Much of the credit for Woodson Kin-
dergarten Center’s success belongs to
its principal, Jean McDermott, and her
dedicated teachers. The staff at Wood-
son Kindergarten Center understand
that, in order to be successful, a school
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must go beyond achieving academic
success; it must provide a nurturing
environment where students develop
the knowledge, skills and attitudes for
a lifetime of success. All of the faculty,
staff, and students at the Woodson Kin-
dergarten Center should be very proud
of their accomplishments.

I congratulate Woodson Kindergarten
Center in Austin, MN, for winning the
Award for Excellence in Education and
for its exceptional contributions to
education in Minnesota.®

———

AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN
EDUCATION

e Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor Dakota Meadows Mid-
dle School, in North Mankato, MN,
which recently earned an Award for
Excellence in Education for its excep-
tional and innovative achievements in
educating children.

Dakota Meadows Middle School is
truly a model of educational success.
One hundred of the school’s eighth-
grade art students have created a glass
mosaic, measuring 3 feet by 24 feet, for
the school’s media center. The project
was financed by the Prairie Ecology
Bus Center. The overall design, based
on nature, correlates with the Dakota
Meadows Middle School Ecology cur-
riculum, and includes images of fish,
birds, and sky. I had the honor to be
present at the school for the official
unveiling, and found it to be an awe in-
spiring piece.

The glass mosaic medium was chosen
to introduce the students to an ancient
medium. The mosaic’s dimensions al-
lowed each student to make a unique
contribution toward an artistic work of
lasting beauty.

Much of the credit for Dakota Mead-
ows Middle School’s success belongs to
its principal, Shane Baier, and his dedi-
cated teachers. The school and its art-
ist in residence, Dr. Arnoldus Gruter,
made it possible for the students to
produce their own work of art, which is
also their legacy to the school. The
students and staff at Dakota Meadows
Middle School understand that, in
order to be successful, a school must go
beyond achieving academic success; it
must also provide a nurturing environ-
ment where students develop the
knowledge, skills and attitudes for a
lifetime of success. All of the faculty,
staff, and students at Dakota Meadows
Middle School should be very proud of
their accomplishments.

I congratulate Dakota Meadows Mid-
dle School in North Mankato, MN, for
winning the Award for Excellence in
Education and for its exceptional con-
tributions to education in Minnesota.®

———

AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDU-
CATION PRESENTED TO MAN-
KATO WEST HIGH SCHOOL,
YOUTH SERVICE LEARNING
CLASS, MANKATO, MINNESOTA

e Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, today I
honor last fall’s Youth Service Learn-
ing class, at Mankato West High
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School, in Mankato, MN, which re-
cently earned an Award for Excellence
in Education for its exceptional and in-
novative achievements.

The Youth Service Learning class at
Mankato West High School is truly a
model of educational success. As part
of its fall curriculum, the class em-
braced Project Homecoming, a state-
wide effort to raise money to help pay
for the cost of bus transportation from
Camp Shelby, MS, to Minnesota, for 400
Minnesota National Guard soldiers.
The soldiers had been training at Camp
Shelby for deployment to Iraq in early
2006. Although they were given 10 days
leave for the holidays, no funding was
available through the military or Na-
tional Guard to provide round-trip
transportation to Minnesota and back.

The Youth Service Learning -class,
which focuses on volunteerism and the
functioning of nonprofits in the com-
munity, gained some real life experi-
ence by helping Project Homecoming
raise $75,000 in just under 4 weeks. The
students learned how to establish a
tax-exempt fundraising effort, engage
the media in an event, and raise sig-
nificant money for a cause they consid-
ered extremely important to their
communities. In less than 3 days, the
students raised over $1,500 from their
schoolmates, made telephone calls to
potential donors, and asked their own
employers to help in the effort. With
the students’ help, Project Home-
coming reached its $75,000 goal.

Much of the credit for the Youth
Service Learning class’s success be-
longs to Mr. Bruce Borchers, Mankato
West principal; Mr. Tim Walz, Youth
Service Learning teacher; and Mr. Pat
Griffiths, Project Homecoming coordi-
nator. The students and staff who par-
ticipated in the class understand that
in order to be successful, a school must
go beyond achieving academic success;
it must also provide a nurturing envi-
ronment where students develop the
knowledge, skills, and attitudes for a
lifetime of success. All of the faculty,
staff, and students should be very
proud of their accomplishments.

I congratulate the Youth Service
Learning class at Mankato West High
School in Mankato, MN, for winning
the Award for Excellence in Education
and for its exceptional contributions to
education in Minnesota.e

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
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REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE
UNION DELIVERED TO A JOINT
SESSION OF CONGRESS ON JANU-
ARY 31, 2006—PM 35

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was ordered to lie on the
table:

To the Congress of the United States:

Mr. Speaker, Vice President CHENEY,
Members of Congress, Members of the
Supreme Court and diplomatic corps,
distinguished guests, and fellow citi-
zZens:

Today our Nation lost a beloved,
graceful, courageous woman who called
America to its founding ideals and car-
ried on a noble dream. Tonight we are
comforted by the hope of a glad re-
union with the husband who was taken
from her so long ago, and we are grate-
ful for the good life of Coretta Scott
King.

Each time I am invited to this ros-
trum, I am humbled by the privilege,
and mindful of the history we have
seen together. We have gathered under
this Capitol dome in moments of na-
tional mourning and national achieve-
ment. We have served America through
one of the most consequential periods
of our history and it has been my honor
to serve with you.

In a system of two parties, two cham-
bers, and two elected branches, there
will always be differences and debate.
But even tough debates can be con-
ducted in a civil tone, and our dif-
ferences cannot be allowed to harden
into anger. To confront the great
issues before us, we must act in a spirit
of goodwill and respect for one an-
other—and I will do my part. Tonight
the state of our Union is strong—and
together we will make it stronger.

In this decisive year, you and I will
make choices that determine both the
future and the character of our coun-
try. We will choose to act confidently
in pursuing the enemies of freedom—or
retreat from our duties in the hope of
an easier life. We will choose to build
our prosperity by leading the world
economy—or shut ourselves off from
trade and opportunity. In a complex
and challenging time, the road of isola-
tionism and protectionism may seem
broad and inviting—yet it ends in dan-
ger and decline. The only way to pro-
tect our people . . . the only way to se-
cure the peace ... the only way to
control our destiny is by our leader-
ship—so the United States of America
will continue to lead.

Abroad, our Nation is committed to
an historic, long-term goal—we seek
the end of tyranny in our world. Some
dismiss that goal as misguided ideal-
ism. In reality, the future security of
America depends on it. On September
11, 2001, we found that problems origi-
nating in a failed and oppressive state
seven thousand miles away could bring
murder and destruction to our country.
Dictatorships shelter terrorists, feed
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resentment and radicalism, and seek
weapons of mass destruction. Democ-
racies replace resentment with hope,
respect the rights of their citizens and
their neighbors, and join the fight
against terror. Every step toward free-
dom in the world makes our country
safer, and so we will act boldly in free-
dom’s cause.

Far from being a hopeless dream, the
advance of freedom is the great story
of our time. In 1945, there were about
two dozen lonely democracies on
Earth. Today, there are 122. And we are
writing a new chapter in the story of
self-government—with women lining
up to vote in Afghanistan . . . and mil-
lions of Iraqis marking their liberty
with purple ink and men and
women from Lebanon to Egypt debat-
ing the rights of individuals and the
necessity of freedom. At the start of
2006, more than half the people of our
world live in democratic nations. And
we do not forget the other half—in
places like Syria, Burma, Zimbabwe,
North Korea, and Iran—because the de-
mands of justice, and the peace of this
world, require their freedom as well.

No one can deny the success of free-
dom, but some men rage and fight
against it. And one of the main sources
of reaction and opposition is radical
Islam—the perversion by a few of a
noble faith into an ideology of terror
and death. Terrorists like bin Laden
are serious about mass murder—and all
of us must take their declared inten-
tions seriously. They seek to impose a
heartless system of totalitarian con-
trol throughout the Middle East, and
arm themselves with weapons of mass
murder. Their aim is to seize power in
Iraq, and use it as a safe haven to
launch attacks against America and
the world. Lacking the military
strength to challenge us directly, the
terrorists have chosen the weapon of
fear. When they murder children at a
school in Beslan . . . or blow up com-
muters in London or behead a
bound captive . . . the terrorists hope
these horrors will break our will, al-
lowing the violent to inherit the Earth.
But they have miscalculated: We love
our freedom, and we will fight to keep
it.

In a time of testing, we cannot find
security by abandoning our commit-
ments and retreating within our bor-
ders. If we were to leave these vicious
attackers alone, they would not leave
us alone. They would simply move the
battlefield to our own shores. There is
no peace in retreat. And there is no
honor in retreat. By allowing radical
Islam to work its will—by leaving an
assaulted world to fend for itself—we
would signal to all that we no longer
believe in our own ideals, or even in
our own courage. But our enemies and
our friends can be certain: The United
States will not retreat from the world,
and we will never surrender to evil.

America rejects the false comfort of
isolationism. We are the Nation that
saved liberty in Europe, and liberated
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