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March 29, 2006

THE VALUE OF SERVING OTHERS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, Cameron
Ball of Henderson, NV, recently deliv-
ered a moving speech on the value of
serving others to the Coronado High
School Honor Society. Over the past
year, Cameron and the student body of
Coronado High School have worked
tirelessly to improve their community.
Many of these students will enter col-
lege next year, but I hope they will
keep Cameron’s speech close to heart;
service is a lifelong pursuit, and we all
have an obligation to help others. I
congratulate these students on their
accomplishments for Coronado High
School and Henderson, NV.

I ask unanimous consent Cameron
Ball’s speech be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

SPEECH TO 2005-2006 INDUCTEES OF CORONADO

HIGH SCHOOL’S NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

Throughout the year, you have all proved
yourselves involved, caring, and crucial
parts of our community. If we were to have
taken turns volunteering, one at a time, we
would have performed community service for
more than a year. Although this is a formal
recognition of all your hard work and serv-
ice, you must all remember that dedication
to a cause does not end here, but it is a life-
long process. Induction into NHS does not di-
rectly make your deeds significant, and
stops short of granting you success in life.
Induction into this club provides you with
the experience you will need to launch your-
self into greater tasks. Emerson wrote: ‘“The
only reward of virtue, is virtue: the only way
to have a friend, is to be one.”

Induction into National Honor Society is
not a life-defining moment, but an infinites-
imal instant in a continuum of time. The
significance of this club and its actions, your
actions, will seem to fade over the years.
Spent will be the money we worked so hard
at raising from Hip Hop 4 Hearts; the smiles
we have put on the faces of those whom were
fed, clothes and given gifts will have waned.
The tangible accomplishments of this club
will vanish gradually like footprints in the
sand. Instead, thoughts of college life will
fill your mind; money will still be sorely
needed the world over; and everywhere, pari-
ahs of humanity will hide in obscure pov-
erty, waiting to be lifted from the black pit
of circumstance.

Nevertheless, our actions and intentions
have not been in vain. NHS has not immor-
talized the happiness of an individual. That
would be impossible. National Honor Society
has catalyzed your involvement in a lifelong
process: a journey of love; a wrestle with dig-
nity; a mission to make a difference. The
road that lies before you is intrinsically
more important that what you have done
with these past three quarters of your high
school career. With your experience and
whetted appetite to serve, you will find that
it becomes easier to replenish the smiles on
the faces of troubled friends and strangers. If
you pledge yourself to improving the lives of
others, you ensure that life continues. My
life, taken alone, is meaningless. As soon as
I become one with my community, I gain an
identity: a purpose. I can do this by volun-
teering, donating the fruits of my labor to a
worthy cause, or simply by giving everyone
I see a smile. After all, ‘‘a friend may well be
reckoned the masterpiece of nature’” (Emer-
son). Deeds, both great and small, are never
wasted. As Emily Dickinson wrote:

If I can stop one heart from breaking,
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I shall not live in vain:

If I can ease one life the aching,
Or cool one pain,

Or help one fainting robin

Unto his nest again,

I shall not live in vain.

Your deeds have been exceptional thus far,
and for that we recognize you here today.
The next step in serving is to shed yourself
of recognition for your actions. Give back to
your community more than you take from
it, and do so modestly. Do not boast of your
accomplishments. Conceit never cured any
illnesses. Lao Tzu, ancient philosopher, pro-
pounds: ‘“True virtue does not ‘act,” and has
no intentions . . . Know glory, but cleave to
humiliation.” By doing this, you will rally
others to your side—Kkindle in the despond-
ent, a flame of hope. Know your charge. Lift
others to your side, and never push them
down. As for yourself, transcend the grasps
of hubris, and look to austere altruism for
your guidance, albeit at times seemingly in-
significant, for even the smallest action can
change the course of history.

———————

DEATH OF FORMER ESTONIAN
PRESIDENT LENNART MERI

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, today I
would like to honor the extraordinary
life and legacy of the late Estonian
President Lennart Meri. President
Meri was an inspiration to his country-
men, a true friend of the United States,
and a stalwart advocate for freedom.
His passing on March 14, 2006, was a
tremendous loss to the people of Esto-
nia and the world.

Born in 1929 to the renowned dip-
lomat and Shakespearean translator
Georg Meri, Lennart’s early childhood
exemplified the plight of the Estonian
people. Living in a country ravaged by
war and subjected to the brutality of
Soviet occupation, Lennart attended
nine different schools and studied in
four different languages. He was even-
tually deported from his homeland to
Siberia along with thousands of other
Estonians, Latvians, and Lithuanians.
During his forced exile, he helped feed
his family by picking potatoes.

President Meri experienced more
hardship as a boy than most men do in
a lifetime, but he was quick to turn his
struggles into opportunities. In the
course of his itinerant education he be-
came fluent in French, German,
English, and Russian. He also devel-
oped a tenacity that would serve him
well throughout his life.

Lennart eventually came back to Es-
tonia to study history and languages,
graduating from Tartu University with
honors in 1958. The Soviet Government
prevented Lennart from working as an
Estonian historian, but he again found
possibility where others might have
only seen discouragement. Instead of
accepting defeat, he established him-
self as a writer, filmmaker, and drama-
tist, and used these avenues to preserve
Estonia’s national identity.

For over 20 years, the Soviet Union
refused to allow Lennart to venture be-
yond the Iron Curtain. Ultimately,
when he did travel abroad, he served as
a lone, unofficial emissary of what was
by then an almost forgotten country.
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He established contact with politicians
and journalists, recounting the story of
Estonia to whoever would listen. When
the collapse of the Soviet empire fi-
nally freed his country, Lennart was
able to continue representing his newly
independent homeland as an Ambas-
sador and Foreign Minister. TUlti-
mately, Lennart served two terms as
President of the country he had loved
and championed for so long.

Lennart’s accomplishments were
myriad; he helped build Estonia’s For-
eign Service from the ground up, estab-
lished strong ties with the West, and
reached an historic agreement with
Boris Yeltsin to end Russia’s military
presence in Estonia. Beyond these re-
markable achievements, though,
Lennart left behind a bequest of liberty
that will endure along with the free na-
tion of Estonia. I hope each of us will
appreciate that legacy and continue
working to advance the cause of free-
dom.

————

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today I
want to give a statement on Women’s
History Month. This is an important
time for Americans to reflect on the in-
valuable contributions women make in
our society. Women are our families,
our coworkers, and our neighbors.
They juggle many roles in making our
homes, our neighborhoods, and our
country stronger. Eighty million
women in our country are mothers.
Sixty percent of American women
work at least part time. Nearly 2 mil-
lion American women are veterans.
More than 200,000 women are doctors,
and more than 2% million women are
registered nurses.

South Dakota’s own history is filled
with women who balanced the needs of
their families and their communities
to make our country better. Mamie
Pyle is one such woman. In 1902,
Mamie’s husband passed away when
she was just 36, leaving her to raise
four young children on her own. Not
only did Mamie find a way to send all
four of her children to college in the
early 1900s, but she also led the South
Dakota women’s suffrage movement
for a decade. Because of Mamie’s deter-
mination, South Dakota ratified the
national women’s suffrage amendment
in 1919. Mamie continued to serve her
community as a member of the Huron
College board of trustees for more than
40 years. In 1947, South Dakotans hon-
ored Mamie by naming her the State’s
Mother of the Year at age 81.

It is women like Mamie who teach
South Dakota girls—and all of us—of
the difference one person can make in
our society and of the thousands of
women who have made South Dakota
the great State it is today.

This month we remember that
women are our soldiers, our doctors,
our social workers, our mothers, and
our teachers. And we remember the
women who came before them and
made these roles possible. So many of
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them are unknown to us, but our grati-
tude to all of them is no less real.

Women’s opportunities continue to
expand in South Dakota, in America,
and throughout the world. They are
leaders in South Dakota, taking on
new roles every day in our commu-
nities. Cecelia Fire Thunder is one such
woman. Cecelia is the first female
president of the Oglala Sioux Tribe.
She has fought to improve the edu-
cation of her tribe’s children and the
health of her tribe’s community. This
is not Cecelia’s first role as a caregiver
to her community. Before becoming
president, she was a nurse and
healthcare provider.

Yet even as we celebrate South Da-
kota’s women of yesterday and today,
we live in uncertain times for women.
As we honor the women who have
helped us throughout history and those
who make our country a better place
today, it is imperative that we keep
our promises to them.

As the 200,000 active American
women soldiers return home, we must
keep our promise to them to give them
access to the health care they need.
Four million women are battered in
their homes in this country every year.
We must keep our promise to them to
fully fund law enforcement and vio-
lence prevention programs under the
Violence Against Women Act. More
than 2,500 children will be born into
poverty today alone in this country.
We must keep our promise to their
mothers that every child in every com-
munity in this country will receive a
quality education. One in four Native
American women live in poverty. We
must keep our promise to them to
make their communities stronger with
programs that provide access to qual-
ity, affordable housing under the Na-
tive American Housing Assistance and
Self Determination Act.

And most importantly, when the
women in our communities are vulner-
able, we cannot abandon them. We can-
not ignore their needs. When we know
that the leading causes of death for
women are heart disease and cancer—
and the average fatality rates for
South Dakotans with these diseases
are higher than the national average
fatality rates—we cannot cut Govern-
ment support for research that will
cure these deadly diseases as the cur-
rent 2007 budget proposes. We as a com-
munity must stand by our promise to
women to find a cure for these diseases.

This month we honor the women who
protect our values in our homes, in our
communities and overseas. This month
we thank them for their sacrifices,
their compassion, and their leadership.
This month we renew our promises to
them to continue building a safer, bet-
ter, more just society for them, for
their families and for all Americans.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF GERALD J.
LEELING

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to recognize Gerald
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“Gary’’ Leeling for receiving the Colo-
nel Paul W. Arcari Meritorious
Achievement Award from the Military
Officers Association of America—
MOAA—on March 18, 2006.

I have come to know Gary through
his service as minority staff director of
the Senate Armed Services Personnel
Subcommittee, of which I am ranking
member. His responsibilities include
recruiting and retention, separation
and retirement, pay and benefits, per-
sonnel policies, military medical pro-
grams, and military officer nomina-
tions. Gary is highly deserving of this
award for his strong staff work on nu-
merous legislative initiatives affecting
military people. Whether he is briefing
me on pending nominations or changes
to numerous defense programs, Gary
does so in a professional and com-
mitted manner.

Before beginning his service in the
Senate in December 1998, Gary was an
Army Judge Advocate General’s corps
officer. During his 28 years of service in
the Army, Mr. Leeling served as chief
of the Administrative Law Division,
Office of the Judge Advocate General
of the Army; staff judge advocate for
IIT Armored Corps, Fort Hood, TX; fac-
ulty, Industrial College of the Armed
Forces; staff judge advocate for 2nd Ar-
mored Division, Fort Hood, TX; and
deputy staff judge advocate for VII
Corps, Stuttgart, West Germany.

Gary received a bachelor of science
degree from South Dakota State Uni-
versity and a juris doctorate from the
University of South Dakota. He is a
graduate of the Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s Graduate Course, the Army Com-
mand and General Staff College, and
the Industrial College of the Armed
Forces.

I consider Gary a tremendous asset
that the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee is lucky to have, and I com-
mend Gary on his accomplishments
and thank him for his contributions to
our country’s servicemembers.

——
PASSING OF RAY MEYER
Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, I rise

today with sadness to note the passing
of a college basketball icon, Ray
Meyer, the longtime coach of the
DePaul University Blue Demons. Mr.
Meyer died on March 17 of congestive
heart failure at age 92. Although we
mourn his passing, I choose to cele-
brate the memory of a good and decent
man and a quintessential Chicagoan.

Ray Meyer had a hardscrabble up-
bringing on the West Side of Chicago
the youngest in a family of seven boys
and three girls. His dad ran a wholesale
candy business but died when young
Ray was only 13. Finding an outlet in
competitive sports—baseball, basket-
ball, football, and wrestling—Ray
Meyer started to make a name for him-
self at St. Agatha’s Grade School,
Quigley Preparatory Seminary, and St.
Patrick’s Academy.

Coach Ray’s earliest mentoring skills
led him to the love of his life—Mar-
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garet Mary Delaney—when a local
priest cajoled Ray into assisting him
with the St. Agatha’s parish girls
team. The ‘““‘Coach and Marge’ had a
lifelong love affair in a marriage of 46
years that ended only with Marge’s
death in 1985 at age 72.

Earning a scholarship to Notre Dame
under coach George Keogan, Ray
Meyer had a distinguished collegiate
career. He graduated on the honor roll
with classmates including future Notre
Dame president Theodore Hesburgh
and future executive vice president Ed-
mund Joyce. Graduating in 1938, Ray
was the proud recipient of Notre
Dame’s Byron V. Kanaley Award for
lettermen demonstrating the highest
in academic achievement and leader-
ship.

Following graduation, Meyer worked
several jobs unrelated to his love of
sports. Shortly after his marriage, Ray
was offered the job of basketball coach
at Joliet Catholic high school, but he
refused when the school fell $100 short
of his requirement for an $1,900 annual
salary. But fate intervened when his
former Notre Dame coach George
Keogan suffered a heart attack and
Ray was hired to fill in for the remain-
der of the 1940-41 season, staying on as
an assistant to Keogan until 1942 when
DePaul University came calling.

Early in his career, Coach Meyer was
blessed with a bespectacled, gangly 6-
foot-10-inch center named George
Mikan. Mikan, who later was named
the outstanding player of the first half
of the 20th century, was awkward and
inexperienced. Under Ray Meyer’s tute-
lage and his own work ethic, George
Mikan turned into a dominating force
as one of the first true big men to excel
at the college level.

In 1943, Mikan and his DePaul mates
played in the 1943 NCAA tournament
against the Georgetown Hoyas and a
freshman reserve named Henry Hyde
the same Henry Hyde who is just now
serving his final term in the other body
as a distinguished member of Congress
from Illinois. In 1945, the Mikan-led
Blue Demons won the National Invita-
tional Tournament, which at the time
was more prestigious than the NCAA
tourney.

Coming to DePaul in 1942, Coach Ray
stayed 42 years on the sidelines and an-
other 13 as the colorful radio broad-
caster for the games of the school he
loved, then coached by his former play-
er and son, Joey Meyer. Ray Meyer’s
list of coaching accomplishments is
truly impressive: 724 victories at 1
school; 55 years of attending all of
DePaul’s 1,467 games; 37 winning sea-
sons; an NIT title in 1945; NCAA Final
Four teams in 1943 and 1979; and mem-
bership in the Basketball Hall of Fame.
DePaul University recognized the role
of Coach and his wife as ambassadors
in its expansion to the largest Catholic
University in the United States.
DePaul named in its campus Fitness
and Recreation Center after the coach
and the floor at its home court, All-
state Arena, as the ‘“‘Ray and Marge
Meyer Court.”
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