S1678

waiver authority to six additional
states. On April 29, 1999, the Education
Flexibility Partnership Act of 1999 was
signed into law, providing all states
that had rigorous assessment and ac-
countability systems the opportunity
to participate. Because of North Caro-
lina’s comprehensive assessment and
statewide school accountability sys-
tem, the ABCs, North Carolina became
an Ed-Flex state on December 19, 2000.

Ed-Flex has played a vital role in
North Carolina’s educational system
by allowing local school districts to
have the increased flexibility they need
in the implementation of various Fed-
eral education programs. I am proud of
North Carolina’s exceptional school ac-
countability program. As a result of
our strong accountability safeguards,
the Ed-Flex Program is helping our
schools to meet the goals of the No
Child Left Behind Act. Continuing the
Ed-Flex Program will further enhance
the efforts of North Carolina local dis-
tricts and schools to ensure that all
students achieve academic proficiency.
I thank my colleagues for their support
of this important legislation.

————
AFRICAN UNION

Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, I wish to
discuss the genocide in Darfur. While
there have been many speeches given
on this critical subject, I want to take
a moment to talk about a subject that
has all too often been overlooked—the
efforts of the African Union, AU.

At present, the Bush administration
is helping to spearhead discussion on
how to absorb the African Union force
in Darfur into a larger U.N. contingent
with a far greater capacity to protect
civilians. I wholeheartedly agree with
the administration that the current
formula for combating brutality in
Darfur is insufficient. In fact, in De-
cember, Senator BROWNBACK and I
wrote an op-ed in the Washington Post
advocating this very course of action.

At the same time, many government
officials, and outside observers, have
given little regard to the efforts of the
African Union Mission in Sudan, AMIS.

We must start reversing this trend. I
tip my hat to AMIS for its strong ef-
forts, under the most difficult of cir-
cumstances, over the course of the last
2 years.

The AU leadership, along with indi-
vidual troop contributing countries—
such as Rwanda, Senegal, and Nigeria—
made a decision to put African lives on
the line when the campaign of terror
waged against civilians was at its
height. The AU leadership just as eas-
ily could have said ‘‘its too difficult,
its too dangerous, this is somebody
else’s problem.”

Instead, they took action.

In a geographically diverse and in-
hospitable terrain, the AU built its op-
erations—the most complex in the or-
ganization’s history—from scratch, at
a time when thousands of Darfurian ci-
vilians were being ethnically cleansed
every month.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Although AMIS has just 5,000 troops
and 2,000 observers and police spread
out over a region the size of France, it
has made a difference. Civilians on the
ground in Darfur have reported that,
where AU forces are present, they feel
safer. An estimated 2 million civilians
are now living in camps. These civil-
ians depend on humanitarian aid for
their survival, and aidworkers report
that their convoys would not be able to
navigate key areas without the invalu-
able escorts supplied by AMIS.

As security has deteriorated in
Darfur over the last 4 months, lightly
armed AMIS troops are increasingly
the targets of assault, kidnapping, and
murder.

Mr. President, has AMIS been a per-
fect mission? No. Is there room for im-
provement? Yes. But, I know that
those of us in the Senate who follow
this issue closely support what the AU
is doing and want the AU to do more of
it.

In July, I traveled to the United Na-
tions and met with representatives of
the AU and their member-states. There
is no question that it is a young orga-
nization in need of capacity-building.
But, I sensed that there was great re-
solve to ensure AMIS succeeded.

Moving forward, I think it is impor-
tant to recognize that the AMIS has
been an important first step for the
AU. At the same time, I think there is
widespread recognition—belatedly in
my view—that the genocide in Darfur
is an international, not only an Afri-
can, issue.

I will use an analogy, albeit an im-
perfect one, with U.S. efforts in Af-
ghanistan. While the United States is
heavily involved in this nation, I be-
lieve that this is a situation with inter-
national ramifications; a key reason
that the international community
should be doing more to help stabilize
this nation.

The same holds true for Darfur,
where the challenges presented by a
savage conflict spilling across inter-
national borders outstrip the resources
currently in place to effectively deal
with it. The United Nations and NATO
should become more active.

This is not to take anything away
from the efforts of the AU, who stepped
in on their own to try to fill the secu-
rity vacuum in Darfur. The AU will be
indispensable in the coming year at a
time when security conditions are de-
teriorating, but before additional
troops can be deployed. As discussions
progress about follow-on forces, it is
clear that those same African coun-
tries leading the current AU efforts in
Darfur will be the essential core of any
successor mission.

In my view, it is essential that the
United States government take the
lead in rallying for AMIS the financial,
military, and political support it needs
to continue its essential work in
Darfur and to transform itself into the
backbone of a larger, more mobile UN
mission.

Again, I thank the AU for its efforts
and believe now more than ever that
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African leadership will be key to inter-
national success in Darfur.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO BRIGADIER GENERAL
ROBERT L. SCOTT, JR.

e Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I
rise today to express my deep Sorrow
over the passing of a great American
leader and one of my personal heroes,
BG Robert L. Scott, Jr. I first met Gen-
eral Scott in 1993. I became an instant
fan of this amazing man. We became
good friends sharing many hours of sto-
ries about his life and his love for
America. It was only 2 weeks ago that
I spoke at the General Robert L. Scott
Heritage Society dinner. General Scott
very Kkindly used to sign copies of his
book ‘“God Is My Co-Pilot” for my
military academy cadets. He never
failed as a great ambassador and host
to my wife Julie-Anne and her school-
children when she used to bring them
to the Air Force Museum in Warner
Robins, GA. The Museum of Aviation
at Robins Air Force base has done a
fine job capturing the life of this great
man that I would like to speak about
today.

BG Robert L. Scott, Jr., world re-
nowned World War II ‘“‘fighter ace’ and
author of the 1943 book ‘““God Is My Co-
Pilot,” has gone to see his co-pilot. The
spirited adventurer, who flew fighter
missions with the ‘“‘Flying Tigers’ in
China, passed away quietly on Feb-
ruary 27 at the age of 97. Known to his
friends and family as ‘“‘Scotty,” the re-
tired general lived his final two dec-
ades as the champion and cheerleader
of the Museum of Aviation in Warner
Robins, GA.

General Scott’s lifetime story and
flying career is legendary. A West
Point graduate, he amassed over 33,000
flying hours in 60 years of flying. Offi-
cial Army Air Force records credit him
with 13 aerial victories, but according
to General Scott it was really 22, mak-
ing him one of the top Air Force
“aces” of World War II.

Born on April 12, 1908, General Scott
grew up in Macon, GA. He graduated
from Lanier High School in 1928. The
summer between his junior and senior
years of high school, he took a job as
deck boy aboard a Black Diamond Line
freighter and sailed halfway around the
world. It was the beginning of a life-
time of adventure.

General Scott’s lifelong ambition was
to fly. At age 12, he flew a home-built
glider off the roof of a three story
house in Macon, and crashed landed
amid the spikes of a Cherokee rose
bush—the State flower of Georgia. As
General Scott tells the story, ‘‘Gliders
were built out of spruce, but I didn’t
have enough money, so I made mine
out of knotty pine. I cleared the first
Magnolia, but then the main wing
strut broke and I came down in Mrs.
Napier’s rose bushes. It’s the only
plane I ever crashed.”
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General Scott enlisted in the Georgia
National Guard and finally received an
appointment to West Point by Presi-
dent Hoover in 1928. Upon graduation
from West Point, he used the summer
to sail to Europe. He bought a motor-
cycle in France, and motored across
Europe and Asia turning around at Mt.
Ararat. After returning from leave, he
was assigned to the U.S. Army Flying
Center at Randolph AFB, TX. He won
his wings on October 17, 1933, and went
off to his first assignment at Mitchell
Field, NY.

In 1934, President Roosevelt canceled
commercial air mail contracts and
gave the duty to the Air Corps. General
Scott immediately volunteered and
flew airmail in an open cockpit plane
through the ‘‘Hell Stretch’”—as it was
know then—from Newark, NJ, to
Cleveland, OH. He then served a tour of
duty at Albrook Field Panama. He be-
came a flying instructor after that and
advanced from lieutenant to lieutenant
colonel during the expansion program
prior to World War II.

When World War II broke out, Gen-
eral Scott—at age 33—was running the
largest flight training academy in the
country—Cal Aero Academy in Cali-
fornia. To his dismay, he did not re-
ceive orders to go fight and wrote nu-
merous letters begging to be assigned
to a combat flying unit. He was told he
was too old to be a fighter pilot and he
needed to stay in his job training
younger pilots.

Finally one night, he received a call
from the Pentagon. An intelligence of-
ficer asked him if he had ever flown a
B-17. “Scotty’”’ immediately said yes
even though he had never flown the
four-engine bomber. His reply got him
assigned to a secret Task Force Aquila
to fly B-17s to China to bomb Japan.
Flying days across the Atlantic, Afri-
ca, the Middle East and finally to
China, he received the news upon land-
ing that the mission was scrubbed be-
cause the Japanese had captured their
planned take-off bases in the Phil-
ippines.

He was assigned instead to fly
Gooney Birds—C-47 transports—over
the Himalayas bringing fuel and sup-
plies from India to combat bases in
China. Soon, General Scott, then a
colonel, met GEN Claire Chennault,
commander of the American Volunteer
Group in China known as the ‘‘Flying
Tigers.” General Scott convinced him
to let him use a P-40 to fly escort mis-
sions for the transports and soon was
flying daily combat missions in addi-
tion to escort duty. In his first month
of combat, he logged 215 hours of flight
time and soon became a double ‘‘ace”
with 13 confirmed aerial victories—he
says it was really 22.

On July 4, 1942, at the request of Gen-
eralissimo Chiang Kai-shek, General
Scott was given command of the 23
Fighter Group of the China Air Task
Force, the Army Air Force unit acti-
vated with remnants of the Flying Ti-
gers, later to become the 14th Air
Force.
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In January 1943, he was ordered back
to the United States to make public re-
lations speeches to war plant per-
sonnel. He wrote the best seller, ‘“‘God
Is My Co-Pilot,” and served as tech-
nical advisor to Warner Brothers in
making a movie based on the book. The
World Premiere was at the Grand The-
ater in Macon, GA, in 1945.

After the war, General Scott served
in the Pentagon on a task force to win
autonomy for the Air Force from the
Army which occurred in September of
1947. In that year he was given com-
mand of the Air Force’s first jet fighter
school at Williams Field, AZ. He then
moved to Europe in 1950 to command
the 36th Fighter Wing at
Furstenfieldbruck, Germany. In 1954,
after graduating from the National
War College he was promoted to briga-
dier general and assigned as Director of
Information for the U.S. Air Force, re-
tiring in 1957.

After retirement, he pursued his life-
long dream to walk the Great Wall of
China. Writing over 300 letters in 2
years to ask for official permission,
General Scott signed on for a package
tour to just get inside China. While
there, he managed to get a visa and
travel permit and in 93 days, with a 70-
pound backpack including 1,200 oat-
meal cookies he baked himself, he
walked the 2,000 miles of the Great
Wall to complete Marco Polo’s trip
that had fascinated him for 57 years.
On a 9,000 foot mountain overlooking
Kunming, China—General Chennault’s
home base in World War II—he left an
engraved stone memorial to his former
boss: GENERAL CLAIRE LEE CHEN-
NAULT. WE, YOUR MEN, HONOR YOU
FOREVER.

In 1976, with special permission from
General Gabriel, U.S. Air Force Chief
of Staff, he flew an F-16 ‘‘Falcon”
fighter. Ironically, his first military
airplane had also been Falcon, a Cur-
tiss O-1G fabric covered biplane.

In 1986, General Scott came to War-
ner Robins for the unveiling of an ex-
hibit of his memorabilia at the Mu-
seum of Aviation. He was asked to stay
and the next year moved to Warner
Robins to become the head of the Her-
itage of Eagle Campaign which ulti-
mately raised $2.5 million to build a 3-
story Eagle Building at the museum.

In 1988, General Scott released his
autobiography entitled “The Day I
Owned the Sky.” That year, at age 82,
he was cleared to fly in an Air National
Guard F-15 Eagle from Dobbins Air
Force Base in Marietta, GA. Two years
later, he again flew the Eagle—this
time at Robins Air Force Base in War-
ner Robins, GA. On April 2, 1997, in
celebration of his 89th birthday, Gen-
eral Scott flew his last flight in a B-1
bomber assigned to the 116th Bomb
Wing at Robins Air Force Base. His
flight log closed with over 33,000 hours
in the air—a record which few pilots
have ever reached.

General Scott leaves a daughter,
Robin Fraser who lives in Bakersfield,
CA, a grandson, three granddaughters
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and several grandchildren. Scott’s wife
of 38 years, Kitty Rix Green, of Fort
Valley, GA, died of cancer in 1972. Gen-
eral Scott will be greatly missed by his
family, his community, and his many
friends over the course of his long and
distinguished military and civilian ca-
reer. He is a great American and I am
extremely proud to call him a friend.e

HONORING THE LATE ANNE
BRUNSDALE

e Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to pay tribute to Anne
Brunsdale, a Minnesota native and
former chairwoman of the Inter-
national Trade Commission who died of
Alzheimer’s disease on January 20 at a
nursing home in Denver. She was 82.

Ms. Brunsdale was born in Min-
neapolis and received a bachelor’s de-
gree in political science in 1945 and a
master’s degree in Far Eastern area
studies in 1946 from the University of
Minnesota. She received a master’s de-
gree in comparative government in 1949
from Yale University.

In 1950, she moved to Washington to
work for the CIA. Following the CIA,
Anne was a resident fellow of the
American Enterprise Institute for Pub-
lic Policy Research and Managing Edi-
tor of Regulation, a bimonthly maga-
zine published by the institute, where
she worked closely with its two univer-
sity-based editors, Antonin Scalia and
Murray Weidenbaum. Under her guid-
ance, Regulation became an influential
publication in policy debates con-
cerning government regulation of the
energy, transportation, and commu-
nications industries.

In 1985, President Reagan appointed
Anne to the International Trade Com-
mission where she served from 1986 to
1994, including a term as chairman
from 1989 to 1990. She retired in 1994.

Anne was a much loved member of a
group of friends made up mostly of po-
litical scientists and public intellec-
tuals that were notable for being both
high-powered and bipartisan.

Anne’s survivors include a sister, 9
nieces and nephews, 17 great-nieces and
nephews and 5 great-great nieces and
nephews.

Mr. President, Anne Brunsdale will
be remembered by friends and family
with memorial services in Colorado
and Minnesota. I extend my sympathy
to them during this time.®

———

IN MEMORY OF JIM ROBB

e Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor a great man from Colo-
rado, Jim Robb. A memorial celebra-
tion was held for him earlier this year
and I ask for unanimous consent that
this letter celebrating his life be print-
ed into the RECORD.

The letter follows.

January 23, 2006.

DEAR FRIENDS: I wish I could be with you
personally today to honor Jim Robb.

Colorado lost a remarkable advocate with
the death of Jim Robb on February 20, 2005
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