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(2) ranked among the top Negro Leaguers
in lifetime total bases, RBIs, and slugging
percentage; and

(3) later managed the Baltimore Elite Gi-
ants and the Newark Eagles who, under his
skill and leadership, won the Negro World
Series in 1946;

Whereas we congratulate Effa Manley, the
co-owner of the Newark Eagles, who—

(1) has become the first woman elected to
the National Baseball Hall of Fame; and

(2) in addition to her efforts in baseball,
played an active role in the Civil Rights
Movement by promoting such causes as
Anti-Lynching Day at Ruppert Stadium,
which is the home of the Eagles;

Whereas we congratulate Jose Mendez, a
right-handed pitcher who—

(1) earned a winning percentage of just
under .700 during his memorable career as a
member of the Cuban Stars, All Nations, and
Kansas City Monarchs; and

(2) managed the Kansas City Monarchs to
successive pennants from 1923-1925, during
which time he compiled a 20-4 pitching
record with 7 saves;

Whereas we congratulate Alex Pompez, a
successful team owner who—

(1) owned the Cuban Stars of the Eastern
Colored League and then the New York Cu-
bans of the Negro National League; and

(2) signed the first Puerto Rican, Domini-
can, Venezuelan, and Panamanian players of
the circuit;

Whereas we congratulate ‘“‘Cum”
owner of the Homestead Grays, who—

(1) won the Negro National League pennant
8 times between 1937 and 1945; and

(2) assembled teams that were home to 11
of the 18 Negro Leaguers currently in the
Hall of Fame;

Whereas we congratulate Louis Santop, a
power-hitting catcher who—

(1) played for several of the greatest Afri-
can American teams of the pre-Negro
Leagues era, including the Philadelphia Gi-
ants, New York Lincoln Giants, and the
Brooklyn Giants;

(2) hit over .320 while slugging tape-meas-
ure homeruns during his tremendous career
in the Negro Leagues; and

(3) was rated by Rollo Wilson as the first
string catcher on his all-time Black baseball
team;

Whereas we congratulate Mule Suttles, a
hard-hitting first baseman and outfielder
who—

(1) played spectacularly for the St. Louis
Stars, Chicago American Giants, Bir-
mingham Black Barons, Newark Eagles, and
other Negro League teams; and

(2) was 1 of the most powerful home run
hitters in the Negro Leagues, ranking third
all-time among Negro Leaguers in home runs
and RBI;

Whereas we congratulate Ben Taylor, a
pitcher who—

(1) transitioned into a top-ranked first
baseman and clean-up hitter for the Indian-
apolis ABC’s at the start of his career;

(2) served as an extremely successful play-
er-manager from 1923-1929; and

(3) exclusively managed the Washington
Potomacs, the Baltimore Black Sox, and the
Atlantic City Bacharach Giants until 1940;

Whereas we congratulate Cristobal
Torriente, a 5-tool outfielder who—

(1) played most of his games for the Cuban
Stars and Chicago American Giants;

(2) earned an incredible lifetime batting
average of over .330; and

(3) is 1 of the all-time offensive leaders in
Negro Leagues history, ranking in the top 20
all-time in home runs, RBIs, and total bases;

Whereas we congratulate Sol White, a tre-
mendously gifted baseball player who—

(1) played all infield positions during his
25-year baseball career;

Posey,
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(2) was a member of the best African Amer-
ican independent teams of the pre-Negro
Leagues era, including the Philadelphia Gi-
ants, which he helped found in 1902 as play-
ing manager;

(3) hit .359 in the White minor leagues dur-
ing 5 seasons before the color line was estab-
lished; and

(4) made a timeless contribution to base-
ball by authoring his book, ‘“Sol White’s Of-
ficial Base Ball Guide’’, the first history of
Black baseball before 1900;

Whereas we congratulate J.L. Wilkinson,
an creative and innovative team owner
who—

(1) owned the Kansas City Monarchs, the
All Nations club, and 1 of the first profes-
sional women’s teams in the United States;

(2) was a pioneer of night baseball and var-
ious ballpark promotions;

(3) was the only White owner of the Negro
National League when it was chartered in
1920; and

(4) ran the longest running franchise in
Negro National League history during which
his teams won an unprecedented 17 pennants
and 2 World Series;

Whereas we congratulate Jud Wilson, an
intense first and third baseman who—

(1) ranks among the top 10 all-time in
home runs, RBIs, hits, total bases, slugging
average, and batting average in the Negro
Leagues;

(2) holds a lifetime batting average over
.340;

(3) earned from fans the nickname Boojum,
after the sound that his line drives made
when slamming off the fences; and

(4) played on pennant-winning teams as a
member of the Baltimore Black Sox, Phila-
delphia Stars, and Homestead Grays;

Whereas those baseball legends will be in-
ducted into the National Baseball Hall of
Fame on July 30, 2006, in Cooperstown, New
York, joining former Negro Leagues players
Ernie Banks, Hank Aaron, Jackie Robinson,
Larry Doby, Monte Irvin, Roy Campanella,
“Satchel” Paige, Willie Mays, Bill Foster,

“Buck’ Leonard, ‘‘Bullet” Rogan, ‘Cool
Papa’ Bell, Hilton Smith, ‘“‘Smokey’” Joe
Williams, Josh Gibson, ‘“‘Judy’” Johnson,

Leon Day, Martin Dihigo, Oscar Charleston,
“Pop”’ Lloyd, Ray Dandridge, ‘“‘Rube’ Fos-
ter, “Turkey’’ Stearnes, and Willie Wells, as
members of the National Baseball Hall of
Fame; and

Whereas we congratulate the Negro
Leagues Baseball Museum in Kansas City,
Missouri, the only public museum in the Na-
tion that exists for the exclusive purpose of
interpreting the experiences of the players in
the Negro Leagues, founded in 1990 by Negro
Leagues legend Buck O’Neil, Horace Peter-
son, former Kansas City Monarchs outfielder
Al “Slick” Surratt, and other former Negro
Leagues players, for the tireless efforts of
the museum to preserve the evidence of
honor, courage, sacrifice, and triumph in the
face of segregation of those African Ameri-
cans who played in the Negro Leagues
through its comprehensive collection of his-
torical materials, important artifacts, and
oral histories of the participants in the
Negro Leagues and the impact that segrega-
tion had in the lives of the players and their
fans: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates Ray Brown, Willard
Brown, Andy Cooper, Frank Grant, Pete Hill,
Biz Mackey, Effa Manley, Joe Mendez, Alex
Pompez, Cum Posey, Louis Santop, Mule
Suttles, Ben Taylor, Cristobal Torriente, Sol
White, J.L. Wilkinson, and Jud Wilson on
being elected to the National Baseball Hall
of Fame Class of 2006;

(2) commends the National Baseball Hall of
Fame and the Negro Leagues Baseball Mu-
seum for their efforts to ensure that these
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legends of baseball receive the recognition
due to players of their caliber; and

(3) respectfully requests the Enrolling
Clerk of the Senate to transmit an enrolled
copy of this resolution to—

(A) the National Baseball Hall of Fame;
and

(B) the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum.

—————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2898. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2320, to make available funds included
in the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 for the
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram for fiscal year 2006, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2898. Mr. INHOFE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2320, to make avail-
able funds included in the Deficit Re-
duction Act of 2005 for the Low-Income
Home Energy Assistance Program for
fiscal year 2006, and for other purposes:
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . REDUCTION OF ENERGY PRICES.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘““Energy Price Reduction Act of
2006”’.

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) high energy prices place an artificial
drag on the economy of the United States;

(2) high energy prices disproportionately
hurt poor and fixed income families and indi-
viduals, such as the elderly;

(3) according to the most recent census,
there are more than 3,600,000 elderly people
in the United States;

(4) families and individuals in the United
States should not be forced to choose be-
tween paying for home heating or cooling
and food or medication;

(5) high energy prices make manufacturing
in the United States less competitive;

(6) according to the American Chemistry
Council, ‘‘Because the current gas pressures
are most intense in North America, U.S. ex-
ports are relatively more expensive on the
world market.”’;

(7) according to the American Gas Associa-
tion, ‘‘because of the extremely tight bal-
ance between current production and strong
demand, U.S. homes and businesses pay more
for natural gas than nearly anyone in the
world,” and ‘‘[o]lne of the best ways to bring
natural gas prices down for everyone is to
enable producers to expand the areas where
they can work, and move the natural gas via
pipelines to consumers.’”’; and

(8) the increased production and trans-
mission of energy in a safe and environ-
mentally sound manner is essential to the
well-being of the people of the United States.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’” means the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency.

(2) BIOREFINERY.—The term ‘‘biorefinery’’
means a facility that produces a renewable
fuel (as that term is defined in section 211(o)
of the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7545(0)).

(3) CURRENT.—The term ‘‘current’ means,
with respect to a resource management or
forest plan for an energy project, a plan that
has been amended or otherwise updated dur-
ing the most recent 10-year period.
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(4) ENERGY PROJECT.—The term ‘‘energy
project’”” means a project involving the ex-
ploration, production, generation, trans-
mission, or distribution of an energy re-
source.

(5) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Federal
land’” means land owned or administered by
the Secretary concerned.

(6) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian tribe”’
has the meaning given the term in section 4
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450b).

(7) PERMIT.—The term ‘“‘permit” means any
permit, license, approval, variance, or other
form of authorization that a refiner is re-
quired to obtain—

(A) under any Federal law; or

(B) from a State or Indian tribal govern-
ment agency delegated authority by the Fed-
eral Government, or authorized under Fed-
eral law, to issue permits.

(8) REFINER.—The term ‘‘refiner’’ means a
person that—

(A) owns or operates a refinery; or

(B) seeks to become an owner or operator
of a refinery.

(9) REFINERY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term
means—

(i) a facility at which crude oil is refined
into transportation fuel or other petroleum
products; and

(ii) a coal liquification or coal-to-liquid fa-
cility at which coal is processed into syn-
thetic crude oil or any other fuel.

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘refinery’ in-
cludes—

(i) an expansion of a refinery; and

(ii) a biorefinery.

(10) REFINERY EXPANSION.—The term ‘‘re-
finery expansion’® means a physical change
in a refinery that results in an increase in
the capacity of the refinery.

(11) REFINERY PERMITTING AGREEMENT.—
The term ‘‘refinery permitting agreement”
means an agreement entered into between
the Administrator and a State or Indian
tribe under subsection (f).

(12) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of Commerce.

(13) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The
‘““‘Secretary concerned’ means—

(A) the Secretary of Agriculture (acting
through the Chief of the Forest Service),
with respect to National Forest System land;
and

(B) the Secretary of the Interior, with re-
spect to land managed by the Bureau of Land
Management (including land held for the
benefit of an Indian tribe).

(14) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’ means—

(A) a State;

(B) the District of Columbia;

(C) the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; and

(D) any other territory or possession of the
United States.

(d) ENERGY RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT AND
TRANSPORTATION ACTIVITIES ON FEDERAL
LAND.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An applicant for an en-
ergy project Application for Permit to Drill
on Federal land, including an energy project
right-of-way, shall submit to the Secretary
concerned a complete application.

(2) DEADLINE FOR SECRETARIAL RESPONSE.—
Notwithstanding any other procedural law,
not later than 120 days from the date on
which the Secretary receives an application
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall—

(A) approve the application; or

(B) provide the applicant with an expla-
nation that identifies deficiencies in the ap-
plication that preclude approval, including—

(i) inconsistency with an applicable re-
source or forest management plan;

(ii) inconsistency with the substantive re-
quirements of applicable laws (including reg-

“‘refinery”’
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ulations) or the terms of applicable leases or
rights-of-way; or

(iii) site-specific environmental impacts
significant enough to require an environ-
mental impact statement or similar analysis
required under the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).

(3) SUBMISSION OF MODIFIED APPLICATION.—
Not later than 60 days after the date of re-
ceipt of an application modified to satisfac-
torily address deficiencies identified in para-
graph (2)(B), the Secretary shall approve or
disapprove the application without addi-
tional analysis.

(4) REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION.—A reviewing
court shall accord a rebuttable presumption
to the determination of the Secretary con-
cerned that an energy project, as mitigated,
does not have a significant environmental
impact.

(5) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—Any challenge to a
decision involving an oil and gas lease shall
be brought within the time limitations de-
scribed in section 42 of the Act of February
25, 1920 (30 U.S.C. 226-2), regardless of the
grounds of the challenge.

(e) REDUCTION OF METHANE EMISSIONS.—

(1) METHANE REDUCTION PROJECTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall solicit applications from
eligible public entities, as determined by the
Administrator, for grants under the Natural
Gas STAR Program of the Environmental
Protection Agency to pay the Federal share
of the cost of projects relating to the reduc-
tion of methane emissions in the oil and gas
industries.

(B) PROJECT INCLUSIONS.—To receive a
grant under subparagraph (A), the applica-
tion of the eligible entity shall include—

(i) an identification of 1 or more tech-
nologies used to achieve a reduction in the
emission of methane; and

(ii) an analysis of the cost-effectiveness of
a technology described in clause (i).

(C) LIMITATION.—A grant to an eligible en-
tity under this paragraph shall not exceed
$50,000.

(D) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of
the cost of a project under this paragraph
shall not exceed 50 percent.

(E) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this paragraph $1,000,000 for the pe-
riod of fiscal years 2006 through 2010.

(2) EFFICIENCY PROMOTION WORKSHOPS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, in
conjunction with the Interstate Oil and Gas
Compact Commission, shall conduct a series
of technical workshops to provide informa-
tion to officials in oil- and gas-producing
States relating to methane emission reduc-
tion techniques.

(B) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this paragraph $1,000,000 for the pe-
riod of fiscal years 2006 through 2010.

(f) STREAMLINING OF REFINERY PERMITTING
PROCESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—At the request of the Gov-
ernor of a State or the governing body of an
Indian tribe, the Administrator shall enter
into a refinery permitting agreement with
the State or Indian tribe under which the
process for obtaining all permits necessary
for the construction and operation of a refin-
ery shall be streamlined using a systematic
interdisciplinary multimedia approach as
provided in this section.

(2) AUTHORITY OF ADMINISTRATOR.—Under a
refinery permitting agreement—

(A) the Administrator shall have author-
ity, as applicable and necessary, to—

(i) accept from a refiner a consolidated ap-
plication for all permits that the refiner is
required to obtain to construct and operate a
refinery;
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(ii) in consultation and cooperation with
each Federal, State, or Indian tribal govern-
ment agency that is required to make any
determination to authorize the issuance of a
permit, establish a schedule under which
each agency shall—

(I) concurrently consider, to the maximum
extent practicable, each determination to be
made; and

(IT) complete each step in the permitting
process; and

(iii) issue a consolidated permit that com-
bines all permits issued under the schedule
established under clause (ii); and

(B) the Administrator shall provide to
State and Indian tribal government agen-
cies—

(i) financial assistance in such amounts as
the agencies reasonably require to hire such
additional personnel as are necessary to en-
able the government agencies to comply
with the applicable schedule established
under subparagraph (A)(ii); and

(ii) technical, legal, and other assistance in
complying with the refinery permitting
agreement.

(3) AGREEMENT BY THE STATE.—Under a re-
finery permitting agreement, a State or gov-
erning body of an Indian tribe shall agree
that—

(A) the Administrator shall have each of
the authorities described in paragraph (2);
and

(B) each State or Indian tribal government
agency shall—

(i) in accordance with State law, make
such structural and operational changes in
the agencies as are necessary to enable the
agencies to carry out consolidated project-
wide permit reviews concurrently and in co-
ordination with the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and other Federal agencies; and

(ii) comply, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, with the applicable schedule estab-
lished under paragraph (2)(A)(ii).

(4) INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator and a
State or governing body of an Indian tribe
shall incorporate an interdisciplinary ap-
proach, to the maximum extent practicable,
in the development, review, and approval of
permits subject to this subsection.

(B) OpTIONS.—Among other options, the
interdisciplinary approach may include use
of—

(i) environmental management practices;
and

(ii) third party contractors.

(5) DEADLINES.—

(A) NEW REFINERIES.—In the case of a con-
solidated permit for the construction of a
new refinery, the Administrator and the
State or governing body of an Indian tribe
shall approve or disapprove the consolidated
permit not later than—

(i) 360 days after the date of the receipt of
the administratively complete application
for the consolidated permit; or

(ii) on agreement of the applicant, the Ad-
ministrator, and the State or governing body
of the Indian tribe, 90 days after the expira-
tion of the deadline established under clause
(1).

(B) EXPANSION OF EXISTING REFINERIES.—In
the case of a consolidated permit for the ex-
pansion of an existing refinery, the Adminis-
trator and the State or governing body of an
Indian tribe shall approve or disapprove the
consolidated permit not later than—

(i) 120 days after the date of the receipt of
the administratively complete application
for the consolidated permit; or

(ii) on agreement of the applicant, the Ad-
ministrator, and the State or governing body
of the Indian tribe, 30 days after the expira-
tion of the deadline established under clause

.
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(6) FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Each Federal agen-
cy that is required to make any determina-
tion to authorize the issuance of a permit
shall comply with the applicable schedule es-
tablished under paragraph (2)(A)(ii).

(7) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—Any civil action for
review of any permit determination under a
refinery permitting agreement shall be
brought exclusively in the United States dis-
trict court for the district in which the refin-
ery is located or proposed to be located.

(8) EFFICIENT PERMIT REVIEW.—In order to
reduce the duplication of procedures, the Ad-
ministrator shall use State permitting and
monitoring procedures to satisfy substan-
tially equivalent Federal requirements under
this title.

(9) SEVERABILITY.—If 1 or more permits
that are required for the construction or op-
eration of a refinery are not approved on or
before any deadline established under para-
graph (5), the Administrator may issue a
consolidated permit that combines all other
permits that the refiner is required to obtain
other than any permits that are not ap-
proved.

(10) SAVINGS.—Nothing in this subsection
affects the operation or implementation of
otherwise applicable law regarding permits
necessary for the construction and operation
of a refinery.

(11) CONSULTATION WITH LOCAL GOVERN-
MENTS.—Congress encourages the Adminis-
trator, States, and tribal governments to
consult, to the maximum extent practicable,
with local governments in carrying out this
subsection.

(12) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this sub-
section.

(13) EFFECT ON LOCAL AUTHORITY.—Nothing
in this subsection affects—

(A) the authority of a local government
with respect to the issuance of permits; or

(B) any requirement or ordinance of a local
government (such as a zoning regulation).

(g) FISCHER-TROPSCH FUELS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In cooperation with the
Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of De-
fense, the Administrator of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, Secretary of Health
and Human Services, and Fischer-Tropsch
industry representatives, the Administrator
shall—

(A) conduct a research and demonstration
program to evaluate the air quality benefits
of ultra-clean Fischer-Tropsch transpor-
tation fuel, including diesel and jet fuel;

(B) evaluate the use of ultra-clean Fischer-
Tropsch transportation fuel as a mechanism
for reducing engine exhaust emissions; and

(C) submit recommendations to Congress
on the most effective use and associated ben-
efits of these ultra-clean fuel for reducing
public exposure to exhaust emissions.

(2) GUIDANCE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT.—The
Administrator shall, to the extent necessary,
issue any guidance or technical support doc-
uments that would facilitate the effective
use and associated benefit of Fischer-
Tropsch fuel and blends.

(3) REQUIREMENTS.—The program described
in paragraph (1) shall consider—

(A) the use of neat (100 percent) Fischer-
Tropsch fuel and blends with conventional
crude oil-derived fuel for heavy-duty and
light-duty diesel engines and the aviation
sector; and

(B) the production costs associated with
domestic production of those ultra clean fuel
and prices for consumers.

(4) REPORTS.—The Administrator shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives—
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(A) not later than October 1, 2006, an in-
terim report on actions taken to carry out
this subsection; and

(B) not later than December 1, 2007, a final
report on actions taken to carry out this
subsection.

(h) REPEAL.—The Safe, Accountable, Flexi-
ble, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users is amended by striking sec-
tion 1948 (Public Law 109-59; 119 Stat. 15614).

—————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, March 1, 2006, at
4 p.m., in executive session to consider
certain pending military nominations.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
March 1, 2006, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing on ‘° consideration of regu-
latory relief proposals.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 1 at 9:30 a.m.

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony regarding the state of
the economies and fiscal affairs in the
territories of Guam, American Samoa,
the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, and the United States
Virgin Islands.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to hold an over-
sight hearing on the status of the
Yucca Mountain Project on Wednes-
day, March 1 at 2:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, March 1, 2006 at 3 p.m. for
a hearing on ‘‘Fighting the AIDS Epi-
demic of Today: Reauthorizing the
Ryan White CARE Act.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet on Wednesday, March 1, 2006, at
9:30 a.m. for a hearing titled ‘‘The De-
partment of Homeland Security’s
Budget Submission for Fiscal Year
2007.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet on Wednesday, March 1, 2006,
at 9:30 a.m. in Room 106 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building to conduct a
joint oversight hearing with the House
Committee on Resources on the Settle-
ment of Cobell v. Norton.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet to conduct a hearing on ‘‘Judi-
cial Nominations” on Wednesday,
March 1, 2006 at 2 p.m. in the Dirksen
Senate Office Building Room 226.

Witness List

Panel I: The Honorable LARRY CRAIG,
United States Senator, [R-ID]; The
Honorable MIKE CRAPO, United States
Senator, [R-ID].

Panel II: Norman Randy Smith to be
the United States Circuit Judge for the
Ninth Circuit; Patrick Joseph Schlitz
to be United States District Judge for
the District of Minnesota.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate for a
hearing entitled, ‘“The Nomination of
Eric Thorson to be Inspector General of
the Small Business Administration” on
Wednesday, March 1, 2006, beginning at
2 p.m. in room 428A of the Russell Sen-
ate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on March 1, 2006 at 2:30 p.m. to
hold a closed briefing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND

Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Airland be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on March 1, 2006, at 2:30 p.m., in open
session to receive testimony on Army
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