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has accelerated since 2000. In the past
five years, productivity has grown fast-
er than in any other five-year period
since the mid-1960s. The productivity of
the United States is increasing faster
than any other major industrialized
country.

Productivity growth raises our
standard of living and plays a central
role in our competitiveness in the
worldwide economy. Productivity
growth will be even more important as
new technologies accelerate global eco-
nomic integration and as the American
population ages.

We must now build on this funda-
mental strength by making robust in-
vestments in physical sciences, im-
proving private incentives for research
and development, and boosting math
and science education and worker
training. The American Competitive-
ness Initiative will help us remain a
world leader in science and technology,
which means good high-paying jobs for
the American people.

We must also continue to pursue pro-
growth economic policies and foster a
culture of entrepreneurship. To adopt
innovations effectively, our companies
and workers need the incentives and
flexibility that support a thriving free-
market economy.

Maintaining a low tax burden is es-
sential for our economic growth and
competitiveness. Tax relief has helped
our economy, and raising taxes will in-
crease the burden on our families and
small businesses. To keep our economy
growing, Congress needs to make the
tax relief permanent.

Two years ago, I called for cutting
the budget deficit in half by 2009 by re-
straining spending and spurring eco-
nomic growth. Every year of my presi-
dency, we have reduced the growth of
non-security discretionary spending,
and last year Congress passed bills that
cut this spending. This year, my budg-
et will cut it again, and it will reduce
or eliminate more than 140 programs
that are performing poorly or not ful-
filling essential priorities. By passing
these reforms, we will save the Amer-
ican taxpayer another $14 billion next
year, and we will stay on track to cut
the deficit in half by 2009.

Controlling discretionary spending
alone is not enough, however. We have
recently passed significant savings in
mandatory spending programs. We
need to do more because the only way
to solve our Nation’s fiscal challenges
is to address the explosions in growth
of entitlement programs like Social
Security, Medicare, and Medicaid. I
have called for a bipartisan commis-
sion to examine the full impact of the
Baby Boom retirement and help us
come up with bipartisan answers. The
longer Congress waits to act, the more
difficult the choices will become.

Working together, we accomplished
other significant pro-growth reforms
that will help our Nation’s economy
grow stronger and create more jobs.
More remains to be done.

Growth in spending on health care
has been more rapid than general infla-
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tion, straining consumers, employers,
and government budgets. Two years
ago, we created Health Savings Ac-
counts (HSAs) to help give patients
more control over their health care de-
cisions and to make health care more
available and affordable. This year, I
am proposing to enhance HSAs to
make them more widely available, val-
uable to consumers, and attractive to
small businesses—and to make it easier
for people to keep their insurance poli-
cies when they change jobs. Last year,
we worked with Congress to pass a pa-
tient safety bill that will help reduce
medical errors. Getting doctors and pa-
tients the information they need on
the quality, cost, and effectiveness of
different treatments will help Ameri-
cans get the highest quality and high-
est value care. This year, my Adminis-
tration will push to make more infor-
mation about price and quality avail-
able to consumers, and move forward
on these and other policies to lower the
cost of health care.

Our Nation’s liability laws allow too
many frivolous lawsuits and raise costs
for consumers and businesses. A year
ago, we worked with Congress to pass
bipartisan class action reform to help
curb lawsuit abuse. I urge Congress in
the coming year to pass other essential
legal reforms, including asbestos and
medical liability reforms.

Energy prices have risen in the last
year, but the underlying causes of high
prices are long-standing. Last year, we
passed the first major energy bill in
over a decade. It encourages new tech-
nologies and updates government regu-
lations. Over time, the new law will
help increase the reliability of our en-
ergy supply and the efficient use of the
energy we have. We must continue to
find new ways to diversify our sources
of energy. I have proposed the Ad-
vanced Energy Initiative to help in-
crease research in alternative energy
sources and technology and to make
America less dependent on foreign
sources of energy.

Because 95 percent of the world’s cus-
tomers live outside of our borders,
opening international markets to our
goods and services is critical for our
economy. My Administration will con-
tinue to work tirelessly to open mar-
kets and knock down barriers to free
and fair trade so that American farm-
ers and workers can compete on a level
playing field worldwide.

These and other issues are discussed
in the 2006 Annual Report of the Coun-
cil of Economic Advisers. This report is
prepared by CEA to help policymakers
understand the economic context of a
variety of issues and trends as our Gov-
ernment makes decisions regarding our
economic future. By adopting sound
economic policies that build on our
strengths, we will keep our economy
moving forward and extend prosperity
for all Americans.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 2006.
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MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 2271. A Dbill to clarify that individuals
who receive FISA orders can challenge non-
disclosure requirements, that individuals
who receive national security letters are not
required to disclose the name of their attor-
ney, that libraries are not wire or electronic
communication service providers unless they
provide specific services, and for other pur-

oses.
P S. 2273. A bill to make available funds in-
cluded in the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005
for the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Act of 1981 program for fiscal year 2006, and
for other purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-5695. A communication from the Assist-
ant Administrator, Office of Administration
and Resource Management, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting, pursuant
to law, reports (3) relative to vacancy an-
nouncements within the Agency; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-5696. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
the URL address of a report entitled ‘‘Initial
Distribution System Evaluation Guide for
Systems Serving <10,000 for Final Stage 2
Disinfectants and Disinfection Byproducts
Rule and the Initial Distribution System
Evaluation Guidance Manual for Final Stage
2 Disinfectants and Disinfection Byproducts’’
received on February 8, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-5697. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality
Implementation Plans; Utah; Rule Recodifi-
cation” (FRL No. 8027-4) received on Feb-
ruary 8, 2006; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-5698. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Revised Compliance Dates for National Pol-
lutant Discharge Elimination System Per-
mit Regulation and Effluent Limitation
Guidelines for Concentrated Animal Feeding
Operations” (FRL No. 8031-3) received on
February 8, 2006; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

EC-5699. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Revisions to the California State Imple-
mentation Plan; San Joaquin Valley Unified
Air Pollution Control District”” (FRL No.
8029-4) received on February 8, 2006; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-5700. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel, Federal Election Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal Election
Activity” (11 CFR Part 100) received on Feb-
ruary 8, 2006; to the Committee on Rules and
Administration.
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EC-5701. A communication from the Chair-
man, Federal Election Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘“‘Definition of Federal Election Ac-
tivity’”’ (11 CFR Part 100) received on Feb-
ruary 8, 2005; to the Committee on Rules and
Administration.

EC-5702. A communication from the Coun-
sel for Legislation and Regulations, Office of
Housing, Department of Housing and Urban
Development, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revisions to
FHA Credit Watch Termination Initiative”
((RIN2502-AH60)(FR-4625-F-03)) received on
February 8, 2006; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-5703. A communication from the Chair-
man and Chief Executive Officer, Farm Cred-
it Administration, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Govern-
ance, Conflict of Interest, Compensation Dis-
closure, and Audit Committee Standards”
(RIN3052-AC19) received on February 8, 2006;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-5704. A communication from the Sec-
retary, Office of Regulation Policy and Man-
agement, Department of Veterans Affairs,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Eligibility for Health Care
Benefits for Certain Filipino Veterans in the
United States’ (RIN2900-AMO03) received on
February 8, 2006; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

EC-5705. A communication from the Chief,
Publications and Regulations Branch, Inter-
nal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Section 45 Credit
Offset”” (Revenue Ruling 2006-9) received on
February 8, 2006; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

EC-5706. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the Semiannual Report of the
Office of Inspector General for the period
ending September 30, 2005; to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-5707. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Secretary, Land and Minerals
Management, Department of the Interior,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘““‘Comprehensive Inventory of U.S. OCS
0il and Natural Gas Resources’’; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

EC-5708. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Homeland De-
fense), transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port on Department of Defense assistance
provided for essential security and safety for
civilian sporting events during calendar year
2005; to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-5709. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Regulations and Rulings Division, Alco-
hol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Quarterly Excise Tax Filing
for Small Alcohol Excise Taxpayers”
((RIN1513-AB17)(T.D. TTB-41)) received on
February 8, 2006; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

EC-5710. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
Executive Order 13346 of July 8, 2004, the an-
nual certification of the effectiveness of the
Australia Group; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

EC-5711. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended,
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other
than treaties (List 06-21-06-34); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

EC-5712. A communication from the White
House Liaison, Department of Education,
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transmitting, pursuant to law, (6) reports
relative to vacancy announcements within
the Department; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-5713. A communication from the Board
Members, Railroad Retirement Board, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled
“Justification of Budget Estimates for Fis-
cal Year 2007’; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. DOR-
GAN, Mr. JOHNSON, and Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG):

S. 2277. A Dbill to promote accountability
and prevent fraud in Federal contracting; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. COCHRAN (for himself, Mr.
FRIST, and Mr. LEAHY):

S.J. Res. 29. A joint resolution providing
for the reappointment of Alan G. Spoon as a
citizen regent of the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution; to the Committee
on Rules and Administration.

By Mr. COCHRAN (for himself, Mr.
FRIST, and Mr. LEAHY):

S.J. Res. 30. A joint resolution providing
for the appointment of Phillip Frost as a cit-
izen regent of the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution; to the Committee
on Rules and Administration.

————————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 345
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 345, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to de-
liver a meaningful benefit and lower
prescription drug prices under the
Medicare program.
S. 914
At the request of Mr. ALLARD, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 914, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to establish
a competitive grant program to build
capacity in veterinary medical edu-
cation and expand the workforce of
veterinarians engaged in public health
practice and biomedical research.
S. 1082
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
MARTINEZ) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1082, a bill to restore Second Amend-
ment rights in the District of Colum-
bia.
S. 1272
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, the name of the Senator from
Arkansas (Mr. PRYOR) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1272, a bill to amend
title 46, United States Code, and title IT
of the Social Security Act to provide
benefits to certain individuals who
served in the United States merchant
marine (including the Army Transport
Service and the Naval Transport Serv-
ice) during World War II.
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S. 1799
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
DEWINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1799, a bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to provide that the
reductions in social security benefits
which are required in the case of
spouses and surviving spouses who are
also receiving certain government pen-
sions shall be equal to the amount by
which two-thirds of the total amount
of the combined monthly benefit (be-
fore reduction) and monthly pension
exceeds $1,200, adjusted for inflation.
S. 1800
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1800, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the
new markets tax credit.
S. 1881
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1881, a bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the Old Mint at San
Francisco otherwise known as the
“Granite Lady’, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1934
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1934, a bill to reauthorize the grant
program of the Department of Justice
for reentry of offenders into the com-
munity, to establish a task force on
Federal programs and activities relat-
ing to the reentry of offenders into the
community, and for other purposes.
S. 1956
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1956, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to
create a new three-tiered approval sys-
tem for drugs, biological products, and
devices that is responsive to the needs
of seriously ill patients, and for other
purposes.
S. 2253
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the
name of the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. BUNNING) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2253, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Interior to offer the 181
Area of the Gulf of Mexico for oil and
gas leasing.
S. 2255
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. NELSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2255, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to prohibit re-
moval of covered part D drugs from a
prescription drug plan formulary dur-
ing the plan year once an individual
has enrolled in the plan.
S. 2258
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2258, a bill to amend the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority Act of 1933 to
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