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tax base. There are no homes there. 
And the people certainly have to come 
back to bring back the communities. 

In my opinion, it is up to the Federal 
Government. I know we are trying, but 
we have to do a little bit better. It is 
our moral responsibility to help these 
people. We never know when a disaster 
will happen in our own back yard, so I 
hope the American people do not forget 
the people of Hurricane Katrina. There 
is still much work to be done. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DREIER addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 4808, UN-
FAIR CHINESE AUTOMOTIVE 
TARIFF EQUALIZATION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on March 1, Mr. KILDEE of 
Michigan, a Member of Congress, 
joined me in a bill, H.R. 4808, which 
would prevent imports of passenger 
cars from China until the United 
States and Chinese tariffs on these 
items are equal. 

Mr. Speaker, I think we all know 
that our trade deficit with China is 
well over $200 billion. We all agree that 
we live in a world where we have to 
work with each other and trade with 
each other. The problem is that under 
the current agreement, these cars that 
will be coming in from China put us at 
a disadvantage, our workers and our 
car companies. 

Let me just share with you that if we 
ship a car from America to be sold in 
China, the Chinese Government slaps a 
28 percent tariff on American-made 
cars. If those Chinese cars come into 
America, we charge them a 2.5 percent 
tariff on their cars. That is not a level 
playing field. 

I think China has enough advantages, 
quite frankly. They manipulate their 
currency, violate intellectual property 
rights, utilize heavy equipment, gov-
ernment subsidies, pay their workers 
just pennies a day, and they do not 
have to worry about the labor and en-
vironmental standards that Americans 
must abide by. The tariffs just give 
China another unfair advantage, an ad-
vantage that threatens the job of every 
worker in the United States auto in-
dustry. 

I hope that my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle will join us in this 
fairness issue. That is all this is about, 
fairness, because our workers work 
hard to produce a quality product. 
When we send it to China, they, again, 
put a 28 percent tariff on our cars going 
to China, while we only put a 2.5 per-
cent tariff on passenger cars coming to 
America. 

Mr. Speaker, there is something else 
that we fail to realize. With that $200 
billion trade deficit, in The Wall Street 
Journal this week it said: ‘‘China de-
fends outlay to increase by 17.4 per-
cent, the most in 4 years.’’ The Chinese 
are making money off the American 
people, and they are taking that money 
and, in many cases, they are putting it 
into their military. 

Now, I am not so concerned about 
China and America going to war, but I 
do know this: China is trying to build 
one of the strongest militaries we have 
ever seen in this world, and what they 
want to do is to dominate Southeast 
Asia. 

What Mr. KILDEE and I are asking for 
is just a simple matter of fairness. If 
we are going to sell their cars, let us 
charge them the same tariff they are 
going to charge us to sell our cars in 
China. I would hope that my col-
leagues, both Republican and Demo-
crat, would join us in this effort. This, 
again, is nothing but an issue of fair-
ness. 

In fact, the Economic Policy Insti-
tute has said that since 1989 through 
the year 2003 we have lost 1.5 million 
jobs to the Chinese. Here, again, on 
this floor tonight I am announcing 
H.R. 4808, a bill introduced by a Demo-
crat and Republican, that says that we 
need to charge the same tariff for 
American cars going to China as Chi-
nese cars coming to America. We 
should all pay the same. That is a sim-
ple matter of fairness. 

So tonight, Mr. Speaker, I shall be 
speaking on this issue quite a few 
times, but I will tell you that we need 
to be aware of what is happening to the 
jobs that have been going overseas, and 
particularly those jobs going to China. 
So I hope tonight that my colleagues 
will look at the letter that is signed by 
Mr. KILDEE and myself asking our col-
leagues in the House to join us on H.R. 
4808. All it is is a tariff fairness issue. 

I will close by saying this again: 
American cars that go to China to be 
sold have to pay a 28 percent tariff, 
Chinese cars coming to America later 
on this year will pay only a 2.5 percent 
tariff. That is not fair to the American 
workers. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask God to please 
bless our men and women in uniform; 
to please bless their families; and, God, 
please continue to bless America. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE 
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
addressed the House. His remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

IN SEARCH OF A COMPETENT 
CONSERVATIVE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, last 
week, a number of Americans were able 
to see the President on the videotape 
on Katrina and see also what has hap-
pened down in New Orleans since that 
time, or the lack of action there. We 
also witness every day the civil war 
that is engulfing Iraq and a policy of 
failure to bring stability to Iraq, the 
chaos that has engulfed our Medicare 
prescription drug plan, and also the 
flare-up over our port security and sell-
ing major assets of America’s infra-
structure to foreign countries. 

In 2000, President Bush ran as a com-
passionate conservative. At this point, 
I would settle for a competent conserv-
ative. From Iraq to Medicare to port 
security to the deficit to Katrina, this 
administration has mismanaged the 
situation to the point where even die-
hard supporters are acknowledging 
their incompetence. And this Congress 
has been a rubber stamp to the admin-
istration’s policies and has refused to 
do its job, which is oversight, on every 
one of these issues. 

On Iraq, we have $10 billion out of 
$480 billion totally missing. Not one 
hearing about what happened to the $10 
billion. Nobody has asked a single 
question. Nobody can account for it. 
We have soldiers over there without 
KEVLAR vests, where parents are left 
to literally do bake sales to raise the 
money for their children so they can 
have the protection that their govern-
ment and their taxpayers expect and 
are responsible for, yet nothing. We 
have literally members of the armed 
services running around like scrap 
metal collectors trying to solder their 
Humvees, yet nobody has asked a sin-
gle question as to how that happened; 
why is that happening. 

We have Paul Bremer, the Presi-
dent’s ambassador, who now writes a 
book and says that he had asked for 
500,000, or doubling the size of the troop 
level; yet for 3 years the President of 
the United States said nobody ever 
asked for more troops. If they want 
more troops, we will send more troops. 
General Abizaid and Paul Bremer, the 
President’s ambassador, have said that 
he had asked for more troops, and nei-
ther the Secretary of Defense nor the 
President of the United States ac-
knowledged that memo. Yet what do 
we have? Nobody is holding them ac-
countable. Nobody is holding anyone 
accountable in the administration. 

We have a great deal of incom-
petence. We are at $480 billion in Iraq, 
with 2,300 Americans, our fellow citi-
zens, having lost their lives. Well over 
15,000 are wounded, permanently many 
of them, yet not a single question of 
what happened here. What is the com-
petency here? 

Now, take a look at this on Medicare. 
It is not just isolated to Iraq. We have 
now had that policy, and that policy 
has run its course. We now have a civil 
war that the American people find 
themselves in the middle of, between 
the Sunnis, the Shiites and the Kurds 
all fighting each other, and nobody has 
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asked the questions of what happened 
to the troops, the amount of troops, 
what happened to the KEVLAR vests, 
the Humvees; how come there are not 
enough men and women that the am-
bassador and the general had asked for. 

Not a question. Nobody is respon-
sible. Nobody ever got fired, let alone 
the questions about the intelligence 
going into it. 

Take Medicare. We debated here on 
this floor, and I voted against that bill 
and said it was going to lead to great 
confusion to seniors. Rather than a 
simple plan, letting negotiations hap-
pen, letting reimportation happen, and 
letting generics hit the market, which 
all would drive the price down of pre-
scription drugs and save money, Mem-
bers here said and the administration 
said it will only cost $390 billion over 10 
years. Before the ink was dry, it rose 
to $790 billion. So all the taxpayers are 
going to have to pay double what they 
were told and everybody in the admin-
istration knew. 

One person who said, here is what the 
report said, was under threat of being 
fired if they let that information out. 
Yet now, with 2 years to prepare, 2 
years to get ready, the Web site, run by 
HHS, had the information wrong. The 
catalogue they sent out to every senior 
had it wrong. It has led to massive con-
fusion where seniors now are some-
times double enrolled, cannot get en-
rolled, and where States are having to 
step in for the poorest of the poor be-
cause they cannot get their plan. It is 
run like, as some people say, they 
couldn’t run a one-car parade if they 
tried. 

Again, that massive incompetency 
and the inability of this Congress to 
have oversight and keep people’s feet 
to the fire and hold them accountable, 
to ask the questions and get the an-
swers the American people want are 
not being done today. 

b 1945 

And the incompetency is not isolated 
to Medicare or Iraq. Take the response 
to Hurricane Katrina: when we saw 
that tape, we now learn that, in fact, 
Mr. Brown, or known to the rest of us 
as Brownie, was doing a heck of a job, 
and he gets fired, and yet it is Chertoff 
who is still head of the Homeland Secu-
rity Department, had no idea what was 
going on, no line authority, never in-
volved himself, and we had a massive 
disaster. 

When you run through the economy, 
Iraq and the deficit, what this Presi-
dent has done, I would settle, and I 
think the rest of the country would be 
quite happy if we had a competent con-
servative rather than the compas-
sionate conservative that we were 
promised. The American people are not 
looking for a compassionate conserv-
ative, a fiscal conservative, or a social 
conservative. A competent conserv-
ative would do America well. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DENT). Under a previous order of the 

House, the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. BURTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

HONORING FIRST SERGEANT BRAD 
KASAL 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak out of 
order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I am 
honored to deliver the story of an 
American hero, Marine First Sergeant 
Brad Kasal, to this Chamber and to the 
American people. 

Sergeant Kasal was born in the small 
town of Afton, Iowa, where he was 
raised on a small family farm and 
where he learned Midwestern values 
which would later serve him very well 
in his service in the United States Ma-
rine Corps. Sergeant Kasal is 39 years 
old and has served three tours of duty 
in Iraq and Kuwait. He is a member of 
Weapons Company, Third Battalion, 
First Marine Regiment, also known as 
‘‘Thundering Third.’’ 

When you hear Sergeant Kasal’s 
story of courage and sacrifice, it is not 
surprising that he comes from a solid 
family of patriots who have also served 
our country. 

Brad Kasal’s brother Jeff is a retired 
Army paratrooper who served our 
country in Operation Desert Storm 
with the 82nd Airborne and now works 
in Iraq. Brad’s brother Kelly served in 
the United States Army, and his broth-
er Kevin also served in the United 
States Marine Corps. And 50 years ago, 
their father, Gerald, served in the Iowa 
National Guard. 

But even among the patriotic Kasal 
family, Sergeant Brad Kasal’s experi-
ences set him apart. During his three 
tours of duty in Iraq and Kuwait, Ser-
geant Kasal has received two Purple 
Hearts. His first was awarded for an in-
cident in August 2004 for shrapnel 
wounds to the face, neck and shoulder 
from a rocket-propelled grenade. 

His second Purple Heart came from 
events which took place on November 
13, 2004, when Marines were in their 
fifth day of Operation Phantom Fury, 
which was a battle to free Fallujah 
from the grip of the terrorists. 

Sergeant Kasal was patrolling the 
streets and had the duty of clearing 
terrorists from buildings when he saw a 
fellow marine wounded and leaving a 
building. He told him that three more 
of their men were still inside and under 
attack. 

Without regard for his own life and 
safety, Sergeant Kasal charged into the 

building to defend and rescue his men. 
It was then that he saw several dead 
Iraqis, the wounded Marines, and a ter-
rorist confronting him with an AK–47 
rifle less than 2 feet away. While he 
managed to dodge the bullets and kill 
that terrorist, another terrorist was 
able to sneak up behind him and open 
fire. Sergeant Kasal was hit by those 
bullets and fell to the ground. He was 
dizzy and disoriented from his wounds, 
but he immediately began caring for 
another wounded marine. Sergeant 
Kasal knew he had to stay alive to save 
himself and the others. As he struggled 
to remain conscious, a grenade dropped 
onto the ground next to a wounded ma-
rine. 

Responding to his instinct to protect 
his comrade, Sergeant Kasal threw his 
own body over Private First Class Al-
exander Nicoll. Thankfully, Sergeant 
Kasal’s helmet and body armor pro-
tected his vital organs, but he took the 
full brunt of shrapnel to his back, 
shoulders and legs. For the next 45 
minutes as he lay grievously wounded, 
Sergeant Kasal used his 9 millimeter 
handgun to defend himself in a pro-
longed shootout where he suffered an-
other bullet wound. 

This picture shows Sergeant Kasal 
being helped from the building still 
clutching his trusty 9 millimeter hand-
gun. He explained that he kept the gun 
because he was being evacuated 
through a kill zone where he knew a 
number of terrorists remained, and he 
feared his weapon might be needed to 
fend off more potential attackers. 

Long after he was rescued, Sergeant 
Kasal learned the full extent of his in-
juries. Ultimately, he lost 60 percent of 
his blood. He took 40 pieces of shrapnel 
wounds, and suffered seven bullet 
wounds. 

Despite his wounds, Sergeant Kasal 
said his efforts and wounds were worth-
while. The marine whom he shielded, 
Private Nicoll, had survived the battle. 

Sergeant Kasal must undergo con-
stant medical procedures and therapy, 
but his ultimate goal is to recover so 
he can resume his service in the Marine 
Corps to defend you and me and the 
people of our country. 

Marine First Sergeant Brad Kasal 
does not think of himself as a hero. He 
is a model Marine and hero for Ameri-
cans. 

In all wars, there are stories of brav-
ery and heroism. The story of Marine 
First Sergeant Brad Kasal stands out 
among them. There is no doubt that 
Sergeant Kasal’s actions on November 
13, 2004, prove he is an honorable ma-
rine with a bigger passion for his fellow 
marines and our country than his own 
life and safety. 

Sergeant Kasal believes the values he 
learned in his Iowa upbringing, as well 
as the strong spirit of the Marine 
Corps, gave him the strength and will 
to persevere in an otherwise 
unsurvivable situation. 

Sergeant Kasal makes me proud to be 
an Iowan and an American; and I thank 
him for his bravery, honor, and patriot-
ism. 
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