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The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 417, nays 4, 
not voting 11, as follows: 

[Roll No. 369] 

YEAS—417 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Andrews 
Baca 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baker 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bass 
Bean 
Beauprez 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehlert 
Boehner 
Bonilla 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd 
Bradley (NH) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (OH) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardin 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carson 
Carter 
Case 
Castle 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Chocola 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cubin 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 

Davis (FL) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis (TN) 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Farr 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Fitzpatrick (PA) 
Foley 
Forbes 
Ford 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gibbons 
Gilchrest 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Gordon 
Granger 
Graves 
Green (WI) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Gutknecht 
Hall 
Harman 
Harris 
Hart 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Hayworth 
Hefley 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth 
Higgins 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hostettler 
Hoyer 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Hyde 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 

Israel 
Issa 
Istook 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Jenkins 
Jindal 
Johnson (CT) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (OH) 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kelly 
Kennedy (MN) 
Kennedy (RI) 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick (MI) 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline 
Knollenberg 
Kolbe 
Kucinich 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Leach 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mack 
Maloney 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul (TX) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McKinney 
McMorris 
Meehan 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Millender- 

McDonald 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 

Moran (VA) 
Murphy 
Murtha 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Neugebauer 
Ney 
Norwood 
Nunes 
Nussle 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Osborne 
Otter 
Owens 
Oxley 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Pence 
Peterson (MN) 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pombo 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 

Reyes 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Ryun (KS) 
Sabo 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Saxton 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwartz (PA) 
Schwarz (MI) 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Shadegg 
Shaw 
Shays 
Sherman 
Sherwood 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simmons 
Simpson 
Skelton 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Sodrel 
Solis 
Souder 
Spratt 
Stark 

Stearns 
Strickland 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Sweeney 
Tancredo 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor (MS) 
Taylor (NC) 
Terry 
Thomas 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh 
Wamp 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Weldon (FL) 
Weldon (PA) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Wexler 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NAYS—4 

Flake 
Jones (NC) 

Paul 
Pickering 

NOT VOTING—11 

Davis, Jo Ann 
Evans 
Fattah 
McNulty 

Northup 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Sanders 
Sessions 

Slaughter 
Tiahrt 
Watson 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There 
are 2 minutes remaining in this vote. 

b 1530 

So (two-thirds of those voting having 
responded in the affirmative) the rules 
were suspended and the bill, as amend-
ed, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO 
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 2990, CREDIT 
RATING AGENCY DUOPOLY RE-
LIEF ACT OF 2006 

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that in the engrossment 
of the bill, H.R. 2990, the Clerk be au-
thorized to correct section numbers, 
punctuation, and cross-references and 
to make such other technical and con-
forming changes as may be necessary 
to reflect the actions of the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 

f 

WE MUST DO BETTER FOR OUR 
SENIORS 

(Mr. LIPINSKI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office recently 
released a report showing that Medi-
care providers are failing our seniors 
when it comes to providing informa-
tion about their prescription drug cov-
erage. The GAO report says that the 
phone centers operated by private 
Medicare providers gave accurate and 
complete answers only one-third of the 
time when people called. On more than 
half of the calls, inaccurate or incom-
plete information was given, and in 15 
percent of the calls, no information 
was given. 

It is absolutely inexcusable that pro-
viders seem to be incapable or unwill-
ing to provide beneficiaries with good 
information. Our seniors should not be 
treated like this. Medicare must guar-
antee that these providers give accu-
rate and complete information. 

But this also points out another 
problem. If Medicare providers do not 
yet understand these plans, how can 
our seniors? Congress must act to give 
seniors more time to sign up for a drug 
plan without the lifelong penalty they 
are now facing. Seniors should also be 
given a chance, if they have a plan that 
is not working for them, to imme-
diately change that plan. We see there 
are many problems with this program. 
Seniors need to be given more time. 

Mr. Speaker, we must do better for 
our seniors. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JINDAL). The Chair will remind all per-
sons in the gallery that they are here 
as guests of the House and any mani-
festation of approval or disapproval of 
proceedings or other audible conversa-
tion is in violation of the rules of the 
House. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. OSBORNE addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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SILENT BACK DOOR OF ILLEGAL 

ENTRY—PUERTO RICO 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to take Mr. OSBORNE’s 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Texas is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, more news 

from the front: The border war con-
tinues. Our terrorist field hearings last 
week proved one thing: The vulner-
abilities on our southern border are 
monumental. But it is not just our 
southern border coming under attack. 
It is Puerto Rico, that silent back door 
of illegal entry into America. 

This is something that we should be 
concerned with. Border agents there re-
port a staggering lack of security. In 
fact, you can count on one hand the 
number of field agents that they have 
in Puerto Rico on patrol at any given 
time. Only four active patrol agents 
patrol this island at once, and they 
only have 23 agents on the whole island 
assigned to patrol an island with 363 
miles of coastline. These field agents 
find themselves isolated with these 
limited resources. Our government 
even cherry-picks border agents there 
to send them to other spots, like our 
southwestern border. 

What could be more vulnerable than 
one agent patrolling 90 miles of coast-
line? Even the Blackhawk helicopters 
that they used to use are so broken 
down they don’t even fly anymore. 

While we watch the southern border, 
the human smugglers, narcotics traf-
fickers; and terrorists are not only 
watching our southern border, they are 
watching Puerto Rico, knowing it is an 
easy, back door gateway to America. 

With rumors of amnesty spreading 
throughout the world, especially Latin 
America and Asia, human smugglers 
are seizing the moment, causing crime 
and violence at the borders to sky-
rocket. 

This year Federal immigration offi-
cials say the waters off of Puerto Rico 
are filled with more human cargo than 
they have ever seen before. The tiny is-
land just off Puerto Rico’s coast, Mona 
Island, is a jumping-off spot for people 
who wish to illegally enter America. 

Last year, it was the site of more 
than 6,500 arrests of illegals traveling 
on rickety wooden boats called yolas. 
They storm Puerto Rico’s beaches as if 
they were troops landing at Normandy 
or the Marines in World War II as they 
island-hopped in the Pacific. 

Out of 10 illegals that are crammed 
on one of these boats, border agents 
say they are lucky if they are able to 
capture two of them. And the smug-
glers who arrange these deadly and il-
legal invasions into Puerto Rico have 
seen a spike in their business. 

In 2001, for example, less than five 
Cubans were captured on Mona Island 
illegally entering the United States. 
But in the past 9 months, almost 600 
have arrived; and they pay between 
$1,500 and $2,000 apiece to their human 

smugglers, and the human smugglers 
have yet to be prosecuted. It is so lu-
crative smuggling humans in the 
United States that it pays even more 
than trafficking drugs. 

But the most dangerous cargo are 
possible terrorists from Middle Eastern 
countries, China and Korea, that are 
easily masked by the thousands who 
rush the border monthly, thousands 
who rush the beaches; and Puerto 
Rico’s leaders are worried that the is-
land’s drug traffickers could collabo-
rate with terrorist organizations. Be-
cause, you see, once people get to Puer-
to Rico, they are home free to the rest 
of America if they do not stay in the 
Puerto Rico vicinity. They could stay 
there and destroy vital infrastructure 
that we have in Puerto Rico. For exam-
ple, one of the two insulin plants that 
exist in the whole world is in Puerto 
Rico. 

And, of course, Puerto Rico is unique 
because it has a cruise business. We 
don’t have much of a cruise business 
down on the Texas-Mexico border with 
the Rio Grande River, but they cer-
tainly have a cruise business in Puerto 
Rico. It makes a unique security prob-
lem for the United States, so we cer-
tainly need to beef up border security 
in this area. 

Once in Puerto Rico, illegal immi-
grants easily obtain false identifica-
tion like birth certificates and driver’s 
licenses. They fraudulently claim on 
these birth certificates and driver’s li-
censes that they are U.S. citizens. So 
once they have convinced individuals 
at the border they are U.S. citizens, 
they easily assimilate into America. 
One official says getting a fake docu-
ment in Puerto Rico is like getting a 
candy out of a candy jar. 

And airport security is not an obsta-
cle either. At the airport on the north-
west portion of the island, the 4:00 a.m. 
flight to the mainland of the United 
States, it is always full of people, but 
the Border Patrol is never there be-
cause they don’t have enough agents to 
cover that portion and time zone. 

Mr. Speaker, Puerto Rico is an im-
portant part of America. It enjoys a 
unique relationship with the conti-
nental United States. It is part of 
America’s homeland, and it is worth 
protecting from the sea of invasion by 
illegals. 

It is important that we have more 
border agents in Puerto Rico, and 
Puerto Rico needs the services of the 
U.S. Coast Guard. It cannot become the 
silent back door of illegal entry into 
the United States. It is a homeland se-
curity problem, it is a border security 
problem, and it is a national security 
problem. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

IRAQ OCCUPATION 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to claim Mr. 
BROWN’s time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Wash-
ington is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, the 

bodies of 20 kidnapped and murdered 
bus drivers were found in Iraq today. 
That occurred just before a suicide 
bomber walked into a Baghdad res-
taurant and blew himself up, killing 
seven people. 

Then Secretary of Defense Don 
Rumsfeld arrived on an unannounced 
visit and said: ‘‘Each time I come to 
Iraq, I see progress.’’ That is a direct 
quote from the UPI. 

Iraq is convulsed by sectarian vio-
lence. It is a nation disintegrating into 
homicidal chaos. It is a killing zone 
where Iraqi citizens purchase fake doc-
uments in hopes of staying alive if con-
fronted by militias. It is a place where 
the killing has moved from the streets 
to inside the homes of Iraqi citizens. It 
is a country whose leaders acknowl-
edge it is on the brink of all-out civil 
war, and the President’s secretary of 
war, the man controlling the fate of 
129,000 U.S. soldiers in Iraq stands up 
and flat out misleads the troops who 
don’t get to go home to the United 
States at the end of the day like Mr. 
Rumsfeld does. 

America’s independent government 
watchdog agency, the Government Ac-
countability Office, just released a re-
port that confirmed what everyone ex-
cept the President and his political ap-
pointees already know: There is no ade-
quate plan to stabilize Iraq, and the oc-
cupation by U.S. forces is fueling the 
sectarian violence. 

Rumsfeld can claim things are get-
ting better to reporters while standing 
inside a fortified U.S. base, but that 
flies in the face of the facts. U.S. troop 
strength in Baghdad has been increased 
from 40,000 to 55,000 people. The Los 
Angeles Times reported on Sunday 
about rampant corruption inside the 
Iraqi security forces, including direct 
ties to the insurgents. 

Our soldiers are becoming surrounded 
by a growing insurgency, and the civil-
ian leader says things are getting bet-
ter. 

Secretary Rumsfeld was going to 
meet with Iraqi government leaders to 
tell them how to deal with the crisis. 
He told reporters he was going to tell 
the Iraqi leaders to do this: ‘‘They are 
going to have to persuade as many peo-
ple as possible that it is in their inter-
est to support the government and par-
ticipate in the political process.’’ He 
went on to say, ‘‘And anyone who 
doesn’t want to, they’re going to have 
to go find and do something about.’’ 

He neglected to say that plan was 
tried and failed last month. It was 
called Operation Forward Together, 
and it didn’t work. How could it? 

The presence of an occupying force is 
fueling the violence. And despite the 
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