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Today, the Department of Veterans 

Affairs is saving millions of dollars a 
year simply by negotiating drug prices 
on behalf of our country’s veterans. 
Just imagine how much more afford-
able drugs would be if the Federal Gov-
ernment could negotiate for lower 
prices on behalf of our country’s 40 mil-
lion seniors. 

Seniors who need help affording their 
monthly prescription drug bills deserve 
to be heard. 

House Democrats not only support 
requiring Medicare to negotiate lower 
prices with the drug companies, we 
also favor allowing for the safe re-
importation of less expensive drugs 
from abroad. These are real solutions. 
Let us finally put our seniors first and 
help them afford their prescription 
drugs. 

f 

HELPING AMERICAN SENIORS 
MAINTAIN INDEPENDENCE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the Census Bureau estimates 
that more than 36 million Americans 
are over the age of 65, making them 
members of the fastest growing age 
group in our country. Under the able 
leadership of Chairman BUCK MCKEON, 
House Republicans are working to en-
sure the quality and effectiveness of 
Federal programs designed to help 
America’s elderly. 

Today, I am proud to speak in sup-
port of the Senior Independence Act of 
2006, which proposes several necessary 
reforms to help older individuals avoid 
institutional care, improve their 
health services, and have access to em-
ployment-based training programs. By 
reviewing and modernizing programs 
established over 50 years ago, we are 
helping to ensure that America’s gov-
ernment programs actually address the 
needs of today’s seniors. 

This bill will help ensure America’s 
seniors live healthier and happier lives. 

In conclusion, our sympathies are 
with the families of Private Thomas 
Tucker and Private Kristian Menchaca. 
God bless our troops, and we will never 
forget September 11. 

f 

WE NEED A LIVABLE WAGE 

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
somebody asked me the other day how 
do you strengthen the economy, and I 
said to them that you strengthen it by 
putting additional money into the 
hands and the pockets of those at the 
economic bottom. If they get an addi-
tional dollar or two, what are they 
going to do with it? They are going to 
buy milk, Cream of Wheat, oatmeal, 
pay the utility bill, maybe some gaso-
line for an automobile, if they still 

have one. They will put it right back 
into the economy. 

That is why, Mr. Speaker, we need a 
livable wage. Money to the economy is 
like blood to the body. If too much of 
it is on one side, you will have a 
stroke. Our economy has a stroke be-
cause too much of the money is in the 
hands of too few people. We need a liv-
able wage. 

f 

WE MADE THE RIGHT DECISION 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, for 
decades, America and free countries in 
Europe, Africa and Southeast Asia 
have been the targets of terrorism, ter-
rorism that originated in the Middle 
East and has been if not openly sup-
ported by countries there then at the 
very least overlooked by these nations. 

On September 11, we decided that 
periodic attacks like the bombing of 
the Pan Am Flight 103, the USS Cole, 
Khobar Towers, the first World Trade 
Center bombing, we decided that that 
had to stop. We decided the only way 
to end these attacks was going into the 
Middle East and let it be known that 
we would no longer tolerate regimes 
that encouraged terrorism and shunned 
the rules most in the civilized world 
choose to abide by. 

That was the right decision then. It 
remains the right decision today. 

f 

DEMOCRATS WORKING TO EXPAND 
OPPORTUNITY TO MINIMUM 
WAGE WORKERS 

(Mrs. JONES of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
House Democrats want to give min-
imum-wage workers their first pay 
raise in 9 years. Can you imagine work-
ing 9 years and never have a pay raise? 
Gas went up, milk went up, housing 
went up, electricity went up, and the 
House Republicans are doing every-
thing they can to avoid the issue. 

Last week, seven Republicans on the 
House Appropriations Committee voted 
with Democrats to increase the min-
imum wage from $5.15 to $7.25 as part 
of the Labor-HHS appropriations bill, 
but now the leaders of the Republican 
Party refuse to bring this bill to the 
floor, hoping they can skirt the issue 
until after election. 

Can you imagine if you had to wait 
till after an election to get some more 
money to buy that gas that is $3 a gal-
lon? 

The Republican leaders must have 
done a lot of arm twisting over the 
weekend because when Democrats 
called for an increase in the minimum 
wage on another appropriations bill 
yesterday, not one of those seven who 
were with us last week, who had the 
guts to be with us last week, were with 
us yesterday. 

I just cannot understand why the 
House Republicans refuse to allow a 
floor vote on minimum wage. They will 
not do it because they know the Amer-
ican people will not vote for them if 
they do not increase the rate. 

f 

SENIOR INDEPENDENCE ACT 

(Mr. EHLERS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
want to commend Chairman MCKEON of 
the Energy and Workforce Committee 
and Congressman TIBERI, who chairs 
the relevant subcommittee of that 
committee. 

Today, we are going to discuss on 
suspension a bill that they have cre-
ated, the Senior Independence Act, 
which is the reauthorization of the 
Older Americans Act. They have done 
excellent work, and I also want to 
thank Congressman DANNY DAVIS, who 
has worked with me and I have worked 
with him to make certain that we also 
address mental health issues in this 
bill. 

Last winter, I had the pleasure of 
meeting Suzann Ogland-Hand, who is 
one of my constituents, and whom I 
nominated for the White House Con-
ference on Aging. She is a mental 
health expert, and she helps large num-
bers of elderly people deal with their 
mental health problems. 

Clearly, this is an issue whose time 
has come, and I am very pleased that 
the bill we will be taking up today 
under suspension includes provisions 
that will take care of the mental 
health needs of so many Americans, 
large and small, and deal with all the 
different issues that the elderly face. 

I commend, again, Mr. MCKEON for 
bringing this bill to the floor. 

f 

b 1030 

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A WEEK 
MAKES 

(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. 
Mr. Speaker, one of my favorite scrip-
tures is, ‘‘Let the work I have done 
speak for me.’’ Mr. Speaker, what a dif-
ference a week makes. Last week seven 
House Republicans joined Democrats in 
supporting an increase in the minimum 
wage. Yesterday, when the measure 
came up in another appropriation bill, 
they certainly changed their minds and 
joined the rest of the Republicans in ig-
noring the needs of 7 million hard-
working minimum-wage workers, 
which begs the question: What exactly 
happened over the last 7 days to make 
those seven Republicans change their 
minds? 

They certainly didn’t spend any time 
with minimum-wage workers, other-
wise they would have heard how the 
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workers can barely make ends meet, 
considering that those who work have 
to work an entire 8-hour shift just to 
fill up their gas tank, if they are lucky 
enough to have a car. In the wealthiest 
country in the world, this is not ac-
ceptable. 

Mr. Speaker, House Democrats want 
to expand economic opportunities for 7 
million Americans. Let the work we do 
make a difference for the working men 
and women in this country. 

f 

DEMOCRATS ATTEMPTING TO 
INCREASE MINIMUM WAGE 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, over the past 5 
years, average, hardworking Americans 
have been ignored by the Republicans 
in Washington. While House Repub-
licans have been showering their cor-
porate interest friends with tons of tax 
breaks, they have refused for 9 years, 
for 9 years, to bring to the floor a vote 
to increase the minimum wage. It is 
time that this Congress gave 7 million 
people across the United States a raise. 

Last week the Democrats were suc-
cessful in adding a minimum wage to 
the labor appropriation bill, and it was 
supposed to be on the floor this week, 
but the House leadership refuses to 
bring it up. They want to bring it up 
after the elections. Why would that be? 
They are afraid if they vote against it, 
which they need to vote against the 
minimum wage, the rest of you Ameri-
cans won’t vote for them. So they are 
going to wait until after the election. 

The American people should know 
that House Democrats are not running 
away from this issue. In fact, increas-
ing the minimum wage is one of our 
top priorities. 

f 

LINE ITEM VETO WON’T BALANCE 
BUDGET 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, over the 
next couple of days we are going to 
hear a lot from House Republicans 
about how they are finally being fis-
cally responsible by giving the Presi-
dent a line item veto. The House Re-
publicans are kidding themselves if 
they believe this will reverse the fiscal 
collapse they have presided over the 
last 5 years. 

If House Republicans were really in-
terested in restoring fiscal discipline 
here in Washington, they would have 
adopted a 2007 budget that actually 
balanced the budget in the coming 
years. Instead, the House Republican 
budget actually makes the deficit 
worse, offers no plan to bring the budg-
et back in balance, and adds to the 
growing burden of the national debt. 
Thanks to these Republican budgets, 

the five largest deficits in history will 
have occurred in these last 5 consecu-
tive years. 

Giving President Bush a line item 
veto will not change the course. In-
stead, we need to go in a new direction. 
House Democrats offered an alter-
native that balanced the Federal budg-
et by 2012. Our proposal also restored 
pay-as-you-go rules that were so suc-
cessful in turning deficits into sur-
pluses in the 1990s. Democrats offered a 
fiscally sound plan, but Republicans re-
jected it. 

So much for Republican fiscal dis-
cipline. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GINGREY). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Chair will postpone further 
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote 
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on 
which the vote is objected to under 
clause 6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later today. 

f 

AMENDING FEDERAL FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE MANAGEMENT IM-
PROVEMENT ACT OF 1999 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 5060) to amend 
the Federal Financial Assistance Man-
agement Improvement Act of 1999 to 
require data with respect to Federal fi-
nancial assistance to be available for 
public access in a searchable and user 
friendly form, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 5060 

Be in enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DATA WITH RESPECT TO FEDERAL FI-

NANCIAL ASSISTANCE REQUIRED TO 
BE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC ACCESS 
IN SEARCHABLE AND USER-FRIEND-
LY FORM. 

(a) DATA REQUIREMENTS.—The Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget shall, 
as part of the implementation of the Federal 
Financial Assistance Management Improve-
ment Act of 1999 (Public Law 106–107; 31 
U.S.C. 6101 note), work with the Adminis-
trator of General Services and other agencies 
to make available data with respect to Fed-
eral financial assistance in accordance with 
this section and section 204 of the E-Govern-
ment Act of 2002 (Public Law 107–347; 44 
U.S.C. 3501 note). 

(b) MATTERS COVERED.—The Director shall 
ensure that the data required under sub-
section (a), at a minimum— 

(1) are available on the Internet, from a 
single website database, at no cost to the 
public; 

(2) contain— 
(A) all information and types of informa-

tion (in this section referred to as ‘‘data 
fields’’) collected through the Federal Assist-
ance Award Data System, Grants.gov, or any 
other existing Federal database; and 

(B) additional information about each Fed-
eral financial assistance award, including 
program source or funding authority, statu-

tory or regulatory authority, renewability, 
number of applicants and recipients, type of 
activity being performed, required measur-
able outcomes, and any other relevant infor-
mation; 

(3) are in a form that allows for full search-
ing and aggregation of all data fields across 
all agencies; 

(4) include information about Federal fi-
nancial assistance awards within 30 days 
after award of the assistance; 

(5) identify the Federal financial assist-
ance that a recipient has received during the 
preceding 10-year period, including an 
itemized breakdown of that assistance by 
agency and program source; 

(6) include lists of Federal financial assist-
ance awards and the dates and amounts of 
Federal fund disbursements; and 

(7) identify subgrantees that are non-Fed-
eral entities. 

(c) DOWNLOAD ABILITY.—The Director also 
shall ensure that the website containing the 
data allows for the public to download— 

(1) results of searches; and 
(2) the entire database on a quarterly 

basis. 
(d) PERIOD COVERED.—For purposes of sub-

section (b)(5), the first 10-year period to be 
covered shall begin with the year 2006. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act: 
(1) The term ‘‘Federal financial assist-

ance’’ has the same meaning as defined in 
section 7501(a)(5) of title 31, United States 
Code, except that, in applying such defini-
tion, the term ‘‘non-Federal entity’’ has the 
meaning provided in paragraph (2). 

(2) The term ‘‘non-Federal entity’’ means a 
State, local government, nonprofit organiza-
tion, corporation, association, partnership, 
limited liability company, limited liability 
partnership, or any other legal business enti-
ty. 

(f) COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENT.—The website 
database made available pursuant to this 
section shall not be considered in compliance 
with this section if it only provides elec-
tronic links to the Federal Assistance Award 
Data System, Grants.gov, or other existing 
websites and databases, unless each of those 
sites has information from all agencies and 
meets the requirements of subsections (b) 
and (c). 

(g) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The data shall be 
available for public use not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. TOM DAVIS), and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on the bill under consider-
ation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, Majority Whip ROY 
BLUNT and I introduced H.R. 5060, 
which would amend the Federal Assist-
ance Management Improvement Act of 
1999 to require data with respect to 
Federal financial assistance to be 
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