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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. 
Father Luke Palumbis, St. Basil 

Greek Orthodox Church, Stockton, CA, 
offered the following prayer: 

Lord, have mercy. Heavenly Father, 
through Your love for all of Your cre-
ation and Your consummatory divine 
plan, You have established a natural, 
communal existence which symbioti-
cally maintains fairness, serenity, 
shared support, concern for holistic 
well-being, and license from imposed 
control. 

We thank You, Loving Master, that 
in accordance with this perfect model 
of Your creation, our Founding Fathers 
established a foundation for the forma-
tion of what they termed a more per-
fect Union through the establishment 
of justice, the ensuring of domestic 
tranquility, the providing for common 
defense, the promoting of general wel-
fare, and the securing of the blessings 
of liberty. 

We beseech You, All Holy One, to 
strengthen our civic leaders and our 
entire population of America with the 
virtues of humility, courage, and perse-
verance so that today we may actualize 
the poetic words of our Constitution 
not only as United States, but as 
united individual Americans, living in 
the union of God’s creation. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. GINGREY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

DEMOCRATS STILL NEED TO DE-
CIDE WHERE THEY STAND ON 
WAR ON TERROR 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, last week 
the House voted to pass a resolution 
declaring that the United States will 
prevail in the global war on terror. The 
House spent 10 hours debating the 
measure, which came on the heels of 
two victories, the formation of the 
Iraqi Government and the death of Abu 
Musab al Zarqawi. 

House Republicans made clear that 
we are determined to prevail in pro-
tecting our freedoms from the terror-
ists, but House Democrats couldn’t 
even develop a unified message to let 
the American people know where they 
stand on the global war on terror. 
While House Republicans stood firmly 
in support behind our troops, House 
Democrats were all over the place. The 
San Diego Union Tribune reported on 
this confusion by saying, ‘‘Some Demo-
crats stand with the White House, 
some change their views day to day, 
some incredibly don’t believe Iraq has 
much to do with the war on terrorism. 
They seem to want Iraq to collapse in 
civil war rather than have any sort of 
resolution that can be seen as vindica-
tion of U.S. foreign policy.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
have a clear choice: House Republicans 
are committed to winning this global 
war on terror, while House Democrats 
seem to want to give up and concede 
defeat. 

BLACK ROBE DISEASE 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, judicial injus-
tice has struck again. That is what has 
happened in Ohio. 

After 6 years of waiting to face the 
man who raped her and tell her horror 
at his hands so he would be off the 
streets, a teen saw her chances for jus-
tice smashed with one swoop of a rogue 
judge’s gavel. It was nothing the vic-
tim did; it wasn’t even anything the 
defendant did. Judge Eileen Gallagher 
dismissed the girl’s case, get this, be-
cause the prosecutor was late to court. 
Furious he hadn’t been on time when 
she herself was 45 minutes late to her 
own court, Judge Gallagher called the 
prosecutor unprofessional, so she took 
it out on the victim. 

Judge Gallagher suffers from ‘‘black 
robe disease,’’ an incurable ailment, ar-
rogant, hypocritical incompetence 
some judges get. 

Mr. Speaker, when I was a judge in 
Texas for 22 years, and a lawyer was 
late to court, hold the lawyer in con-
tempt, put him in jail. Don’t let the de-
fendant out of jail. Don’t punish the 
victim. 

The teen victim was raped by the de-
fendant, then raped by her right to jus-
tice by Judge Gallagher. Hopefully the 
people of Ohio will hold this judge in 
contempt and dismiss her from the 
bench. 

That’s just the way it is. 
f 

A CALL FOR A NEW DIPLOMACY 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, if you 
had a friend who anytime he took the 
car out for a drive got in a wreck, if 
you really cared about your friend and 
others, you would take away the car 
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keys. Nearly every time this adminis-
tration takes the U.S. for a drive out in 
the world, it crashes the car. Look at 
Iraq: no diplomacy, confrontation, at-
tack, occupation. Iran: no diplomacy, 
confrontation. North Korea: no diplo-
macy, threats, confrontation, even 
when they are preparing a missile test. 

Instead of a national missile defense 
system which doesn’t work protecting 
us against a North Korea missile of du-
bious accuracy, we should look at talk-
ing with them. North Korea wants di-
rect talks. Well, talk to them. Don’t 
crash the car. 

America must be able to negotiate in 
a complex world without confrontation 
and creating enemies. You are either 
with us or against us or bring it on? 
That is not a path towards successful 
diplomacy. 

There is a basic flaw in America’s 
world view and this administration’s 
world view. This, then, is a call for a 
new diplomacy, policies where we look 
at potential adversaries as potential al-
lies, and then acting upon that vision. 

f 

IMMIGRATION AND BORDER 
SECURITY 

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, the more 
people learn about TED KENNEDY’s im-
migration bill, the less they like it. Let 
me give you four examples. 

First, before we build a border secu-
rity fence on our own U.S. property, we 
must first consult with the Mexican 
Government to make sure it is okay 
with them. 

Second, using a fake Social Security 
card is a felony in this country. If an 
American citizen does it, he goes to 
jail. If an illegal alien does it, he gets 
to collect Social Security benefits 
based on past illegal conduct, and even 
gets a chance at citizenship. 

Third, when it comes to in-state col-
lege tuition, illegal aliens get it, but 
U.S. citizens from out of State pay 
higher tuition rates. 

Fourth, illegals who become so-called 
guest workers would get the higher 
union-level prevailing wage on private 
construction contracts, something 
even U.S. citizens don’t get. 

Mr. Speaker, we should first secure 
our borders and enforce the law, not 
appease the liberal constituency of TED 
KENNEDY by accepting his pathetic bill. 

f 

DEMOCRATS REFUSE TO IGNORE 
THE NEEDS OF LOW-INCOME 
AMERICANS 

(Mr. HINOJOSA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, this 
week was supposed to finally have a 
vote on increasing the minimum wage 
for more than 7 million Americans. Un-
fortunately, it appears the Republican 
leadership is willing to delay a vote on 
the must-pass Labor-HHS appropria-

tions bill rather than actually have a 
real floor debate and a vote on the min-
imum wage. 

This is a real disservice to every 
American. An increase in the minimum 
wage does not only benefit the min-
imum-wage workers, it also helps mil-
lions of middle-class workers who 
would also see their hourly wages in-
crease as a result of a higher minimum 
wage. 

But this is also a question of fairness. 
It has been 9 years since the minimum- 
wage workers last received a pay raise. 
Does that sound fair? Today the min-
imum wage is its lowest level if you 
take into account inflation. Do my Re-
publican colleagues really believe that 
we should continue to force more than 
7 million Americans to live on less 
than $11,000 a year? That may have 
been a liveable wage 10 years ago, but 
it surely isn’t now. We should do the 
right thing and expand economic op-
portunity to millions of Americans 
who are just trying to make a living 
wage. 

f 

MS–13 AND IMMIGRATION 
(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, crime 
by illegal immigrant members of 
criminal street gangs is exploding. Im-
migration and Custom Enforcement 
has stated, ‘‘The victims of gang crime 
are not limited to rival gang members. 
Entire neighborhoods are held hostage 
by and subjected to the violence of 
street gangs.’’ 

Currently alien members of criminal 
street gangs are not deportable. Many 
of the U.S. members of one of the inter-
national criminal gangs are present 
here under temporary protective sta-
tus. MS–13 originated in El Salvador, 
complicating detention and deporta-
tion. A 1988 Ninth Circuit Federal 
Court injunction prevents expedited re-
moval of Salvadorans due to a vicious 
civil war in this country. That civil 
war ended in 1992, and the injunction 
still remains. As a result, captured El 
Salvadorans are immediately released. 
In 2005, 40,000 Salvadoran illegals were 
apprehended. However, we currently es-
timated that for each individual 
caught, five cross our borders success-
fully. 

f 

SLOGANS DO NOT REPLACE 
SOLUTIONS 

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, if there 
is one thing we have learned from the 
Republican Congress in the last 6 
years, it is that slogans do not replace 
solutions. On America’s most pressing 
issues, they have failed to act, and on 
others they demonstrated an uncanny 
Midas touch. 

Take the $800 billion prescription 
drug benefit. Rather than reducing 

costs for seniors, it is nothing more 
than an ATM machine for HMOs and 
drug companies. Two studies released 
yesterday show that the prices of medi-
cines used by seniors are rising twice 
the rate of inflation. Consider the en-
ergy bill. In June 2005, a month before 
the bill passed, gas was $2.07; today, it 
is more than $3. 

On immigration, the House Repub-
licans have sent up a white flag, an 
issue which they have ignored for 6 
years. They offer more talk, less ac-
tion. They won’t pass a bill. They want 
a single-issue election on something 
they haven’t done a single thing on. 

Even yesterday’s conviction of the 
Bush administration chief procurement 
officer for influence peddling won’t 
shame them into passing real lobbying 
or ethics reform. They deny an in-
crease in the minimum wage and a vote 
on that legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, one thing is clear: When 
it comes to addressing the issues im-
portant to American families, the Re-
publican Congress is all hat and no cat-
tle. It is time for a new direction. It is 
time for a change. 

f 

DEM AGENDA 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Doomsday. That is 
what the Democrats have to offer. But, 
actually, we have been waiting for 
weeks, months, actually over a year 
now for the Democrats to offer an 
agenda, and they did that last week, al-
though agenda may be a little too 
strong of a word. It should be more ap-
propriately called the Cliff Notes for 
Liberal Lunacy. 

Case in point. They say they need to 
require fiscal discipline. Is this some 
kind of joke coming from the Dems? 
This is the same party that has pro-
posed $45 billion in new spending on 
this House floor to appropriations bills 
over and above what we as Republicans 
want to fund. 

Where do Democrats propose elimi-
nating the deficit, by cutting the size 
of growth? Do they do that? No. They 
actually just want to go back to rais-
ing your taxes for all hardworking 
Americans. 

The Democrats are calling from the 
same old playbook: Promise, tax, 
spend. Promise, tax, spend. And what 
we have with their agenda is more of 
the same. 

f 

b 1015 

LINE ITEM VETO IS NOTHING BUT 
DIVERSION 

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 
House Republicans are going to try to 
demonstrate that they are serious 
about reversing the record deficits that 
they have created. What is their plan? 
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