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Creek and Ricky Brown finished second 
in the over-40 male Tandem Relay and 
Robert Klingersmith and Jesse Walker 
of the Greensboro Fire Department 
teamed up to grab second in the over- 
50 male Tandem Relay. Kelvin Astrop, 
Ricky Brown, and Duane Creek also 
finished with individual qualification 
times fast enough to compete for the 
individual finals. 

The highlight of the competition was 
when Winston-Salem team members 
Duane Creek, Ricky Brown, Kelvin 
Astrop, John Pennington and Robert 
Klingersmith went head-to-head 
against team Dr. Pepper, the 2004 
World Champions, and defeated them 
in the over-40 relay. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to rep-
resent these courageous firemen and 
congratulate them on their achieve-
ments. 

f 

OUT OF IRAQ CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to continue the debate on Iraq, 
the war in Iraq. I rise to continue this 
debate because those of us who are part 
of the Out of Iraq Caucus, and I am the 
Chair of that caucus, do not intend to 
have a debate organized for one day 
and have people going away saying, 
well, we took care of that. 
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This debate must continue because 
the truth must be told. 

Over the weekend, we received ter-
rible news. Two of our soldiers, Private 
First Class Kristian Menchaca of Texas 
and Private First Class Thomas Tucker 
of Oregon were captured by insurgents, 
reportedly al Qaeda operatives in Iraq. 

Today their bodies were found. Their 
bodies showed signs of torture, leading 
an Iraqi Defense Ministry official to 
say that they were ‘‘killed in a bar-
baric way.’’ I extend my deepest sym-
pathies to the families and friends of 
Private Menchaca and Private Tucker. 
Our thoughts and our prayers are with 
them and all those who have lost loved 
ones in this war. 

Mr. Speaker, the President con-
stantly tells us that ‘‘as Iraqis stand 
up, we will stand down.’’ This is the 
President’s way of describing in a rath-
er vague and evasive manner our in-
volvement in Iraq, our continued in-
volvement in Iraq. 

According to the Department of De-
fense, significant progress is being 
made in training Iraqis to assume secu-
rity responsibilities in Iraq. The De-
fense Department trumpets the news 
that 250,000 Iraqi military are either 
fully trained or nearly fully trained to 
provide security throughout Iraq. Well, 
my question to the administration is: 
What are they doing? What are these 
trained Iraqi soldiers doing? 

If they are so trained as the adminis-
tration says they are, they should be 

able to take over the responsibility of 
providing security to their fellow coun-
trymen while allowing our men and 
women in uniform to return home. 

But the sad fact is Iraqis are not as-
suming this role. Instead, our troops 
who are put in harm’s way are the ones 
paying the price for this administra-
tion’s mistaken and misguided war. 
They have been assuming this role and 
will continue to do so indefinitely until 
this President’s irresponsible leader-
ship is challenged and changed. 

Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, the ad-
ministration constantly tells the 
American people that progress is being 
made on the war. For example, when 
the formation of the Iraqi Government 
was announced, President Bush said 
the Iraqis had reached a ‘‘turning 
point.’’ At least five times since the be-
ginning of the Iraq war, President Bush 
has declared that Iraq has reached a 
turning point. Yet after each milestone 
was achieved, violence in Iraq grew 
progressively worse, and more U.S. sol-
diers have died or been injured. 

The most infamous turning point was 
on May 1, 2003, when President Bush 
rolled out and declared ‘‘Mission Ac-
complished’’ aboard the USS Abraham 
Lincoln. At that point, 139 U.S. service-
men and -women had died in Iraq. 
Today that number has grown to 2,502 
U.S. servicemen and -women who have 
died in Iraq. 

Furthermore, the violence against 
Iraqis has grown almost beyond com-
prehension. It is estimated that be-
tween 138 and 242 Iraqis have died so 
far this month alone. They die from car 
bombings, assassinations and other 
violent acts. 

Today alone, news report indicate 
that at least 11 Iraqis were killed in a 
string of bombings across Iraq. In 
short, the progress that the adminis-
tration and its supporters cite in Iraq 
does not exist. 

The administration went into war 
with rose-colored glasses on. They 
promised the American people that the 
war had been adequately justified, 
planned and could be an affordable un-
dertaking. 

Unfortunately, the facts on the 
ground show differently. The war has 
gone on for more than 3 years, and by 
the end of this year, the total cost of 
the war will be $450 billion. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for us to rede-
ploy our troops from Iraq and end the 
war in Iraq. The best way to accom-
plish these goals is to pass the Murtha 
resolution, H.J. Res. 73, which would 
redeploy U.S. forces from Iraq. The res-
olution says no more U.S. troops sent 
to Iraq, and that the troops in Iraq will 
be redeployed as soon as possible, a 
judgment made by military officials on 
the ground. 

Section 2 says that a group of ma-
rines will remain in the Middle East to 
respond to threats that destabilize our 
allies in the region or the national se-
curity of the United States. 

I wish could go into it more, but I 
have run out of time. 

HONORING THERE’S NO PLACE 
LIKE HOME 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Hampshire (Mr. 
BRADLEY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute 
to a New Hampshire organization 
called There’s No Place Like Home. 

This group is a committee of volun-
teers who have made a commitment to 
helping those who are most in need, 
those who have lost their homes to a 
natural disaster. The mission of No 
Place Like Home is to raise funds and 
organize volunteers to build homes for 
families who lack the resources to re-
build after their home has been lost to 
a natural disaster. 

There’s No Place Like Home was 
founded in response to the tragic losses 
suffered in the wake of Hurricane 
Katrina and Hurricane Rita. The idea 
came from the building trades program 
at Somersworth High School, which 
takes on a building project each and 
every year. The students in this pro-
gram were so moved by the devastation 
caused by Hurricane Katrina, that they 
decided they would build a home to 
send from New Hampshire to a deserv-
ing family in the gulf coast as their 
project for this year. 

After working hard all year, the stu-
dents recently completed the first 
home, and it is on its way, as we speak, 
to Louisiana. Having been successful 
on this first project, the students are 
now going to build a second home to 
send to another family in our gulf 
coast. 

In addition to the students that are 
building this home, there are several 
people whose involvement have made 
this project possible. They are: There’s 
No Place Like Home team, consisting 
of the program development coordi-
nator Paula Young, program director 
Pastor Bernie Quinn of the Rochester 
Grace Community Church, the con-
struction coordinator Roy Darling, and 
the building trades instructor Brian 
Patterson. 

These individuals are passionately 
committed to this cause. They have 
been working hard to raise funds, find 
deserving recipients of a home, and 
oversee the students and the construc-
tion. They have worked tirelessly to 
support this laudable project from its 
conception, and they deserve a world of 
thanks for their efforts. 

I would also like to thank the mem-
bers of the New Hampshire National 
Guard who are in charge of the impor-
tant task of transporting the finished 
home to Louisiana, and the many busi-
nesses and sponsors in New Hampshire 
who have donated supplies, money and 
time to this organization. 

I had the opportunity to twice visit 
with the students of Somersworth High 
School, the first time while they were 
building the home and just yesterday 
after it was completed. To see these 
students, fine young Americans hard at 
work using their skills to help families 
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in need, was truly remarkable and for 
me very inspiring. I was impressed not 
only by the quality of their work, but 
certainly by the compassion that they 
displayed for the family receiving this 
home. 

I wish There’s No Place Like Home 
continued success and hope they are 
able to inspire other organizations to 
follow their lead. The founders of this 
organization, like Paula Young and all 
of the volunteers, are to be commended 
for their hard work and their commit-
ment to giving back to the greater 
good of our Nation. 

I am honored to represent such car-
ing, civic-minded citizens in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

f 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, of 
all the urgent matters in the world 
today, and there are many, none is 
more poignant than the plight of mil-
lions of homeless refugees in countries 
like Africa, Asia and Latin America, 
and here in the United States. 

There are 8.4 million refugees world-
wide. Some were displaced because of 
natural disasters. Most were forced to 
flee their homes and their homeland 
and loved ones to avoid being killed be-
cause of persecution, civil war and out-
right genocide. 

They were forced to flee through no 
fault of their own, and were forced to 
abandon their belongings and their 
lives. They fled with the clothes on 
their back, memories and hopes that 
one day they would go home again. 

Today we meet some of these people. 
This is World Refugee Day, organized 
by the United Nations to focus atten-
tion on the millions of innocent people 
who are entitled to live and not merely 
survive. 
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Every one of those 8.4 million refu-
gees has a personal story. They hope, 
as we do, for healthy children, a bright 
future and peace and security in their 
lives. They long for a standard of living 
measured by dignity, not by personal 
possessions. 

And it is within our power to make a 
difference. I think of it this way: if a 
million people make one small dif-
ference today, the world will wake up 
tomorrow a much different place. 

Almost every day I wear a tie from 
Save the Children, although I left it off 
today, because Save the Children does, 
and lots of Americans help them. There 
are other noble organizations just like 
them. Organizations like World Vision 
in my congressional district respond 
every day to the needs of people in 
places like Darfur. The need always 
outstrips the available resources. But 
no one gives up. They just dig deeper. 
They have been there on the ground in 

camps next to people who are just like 
us. Once that happens, you never for-
get. 

I know. I went to the refugee camps 
in Darfur last year as part of a bipar-
tisan congressional delegation. You 
don’t forget people jammed into a ref-
ugee camp who pass you handwritten 
notes asking you to tell the world that 
they exist and not to forget them. 

There are those who refuse to forget. 
A megastar like Angelina Jolie will-
ingly trades on her name to focus glob-
al attention on poverty and homeless-
ness. Angelina is a U.N. goodwill am-
bassador whose works speak louder 
than words and whose words echo 
through capitols, including this one. 
Angie is redefining the phrase, ‘‘one 
person can make a difference.’’ She 
will make a difference again tonight as 
she goes on CNN to tell the world first-
hand about the millions of people 
around the world who want nothing 
more than to go home. But they cannot 
do it alone. Watch, learn, and listen. 

In a world united by technology, we 
remain divided by brutal conflicts with 
millions of innocent victims homeless 
and held hostage, and that is where 
they will remain until the nations of 
the world intercede. 

Nations rally behind leaders, polit-
ical or otherwise, and nations are be-
ginning to hear the voices of people 
like Ms. Jolie. 

The United Nations tells us that 6 
million people have returned to their 
homelands in recent years. That is dra-
matic progress, but the world has a 
long way to go before human liberty is 
protected in every nation. 

All too often, refugees return home 
to find their towns and villages com-
pletely destroyed. And all too often, 
new conflicts disenfranchise or endan-
ger new people. 

From afar it seems almost impossible 
to believe that one person can make a 
difference. Then I remember the scraps 
of paper with personal notes handed to 
me in Darfur. You recognize the work 
of organizations like Save the Children 
representing millions of Americans. 
You meet people like Bono and get to 
know people like Angelina, and pretty 
soon you realize that we are all in this 
together. You recognize that refugees 
haven’t given up. How can we? 

Today is the day to see the faces and 
hear the voices of those who don’t have 
a home, but do have a heart. 

Today is the day to meet the people 
who are worth fighting for, who believe 
that hope can triumph over despair and 
that courage can overcome adversity 
and that every person on Earth is enti-
tled to a life of dignity. 

Do the world a favor. Change the tel-
evision channel tonight. Watch and 
learn the news on CNN as they help us 
face the world in which we live. Listen 
to humanitarian leaders like Angelina. 
She will help you understand and 
change the world that we can all make 
a difference. There is no one who can’t 
make a difference for a refugee in this 
world. 

1-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
KELO DECISION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MARCHANT). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. GARRETT) is recognized for 
5 minutes. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, this Friday is the 1-year anni-
versary of the United States Supreme 
Court’s decision of Kelo v. City of New 
London. And this decision has wide- 
ranging constitutional ramifications, 
most notably the grasping at rights 
guaranteed by our guiding document, 
the Constitution. That is the reason 
that we dedicate this week’s Congres-
sional Constitution Caucus to discuss 
this case. 

The fifth amendment clause, the so- 
called ‘‘taking clause,’’ the one cited 
by the Court here and cited by the city 
as well to allow them to take homes 
from various families away from them 
and give them to other private individ-
uals, that clause, the power of eminent 
domain, that is not a positive grant of 
power to the government. Rather, that 
is an express limitation on the powers 
of the government. In other words, our 
Constitution expressly limits the pow-
ers the government has to take away 
your property or mine. 

James Madison once said: ‘‘As a man 
is said to have a right to his property, 
he may be equally said to have prop-
erty in his rights.’’ 

Our Founding Fathers understood 
that private ownership of property is 
vital. It is vital to our freedom and to 
our prosperity as well. Yet our own, 
very own U.S. Supreme Court issued a 
very narrow 5–4 decision in the Kelo v. 
City of New London case, giving local 
governments broad powers to seize pri-
vate property from one private party 
and to give it to another private party, 
citing nothing more than a subjective 
claim of sorts, a claim of economic de-
velopment and something called public 
benefit. 

But once again, the highest court in 
the land has shown its inability to in-
terpret the Constitution and defend the 
liberties and freedoms that our fore-
fathers so desperately envisioned when 
they established this great Nation. In-
stead, this unelected body just across 
the street seeks now to make its own 
law for the land. 

For over a generation, our judicial 
branch in this country has headed 
down what we call the old proverbial 
slippery slope of overstepping their 
bounds, and this decision is judicial ac-
tivism at its worst. 

I bring with me tonight a book that 
is called ‘‘Constitutional Chaos.’’ It 
was written by actually a constituent 
of mine, a former judge in the Fifth 
Congressional District. This is Judge 
Andrew Napolitano. Members may 
know that name from seeing it on TV. 
And I want to cite something he that 
he says in his book talking about this 
taking by the courts. He says, we have 
seen in the past the proper function of 
eminent domain, the government’s 
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