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their nation’s infrastructure. The in-
surgents are hiring them and they are
accepting the money and lobbing cheap
bombs at us. Why? Because they need
to feed their family. And they also told
me we need to be training a lot more
Iraqis to take control of their military
and police force. August 11, 2004.

February 2006, as a member of the
NATO Parliamentary Assembly I was
in Brussels visiting the Ambassador to
NATO, the U.S. Ambassador to NATO,
at his home. I visited with the Iraqi
Ambassador there, and I asked him the
same question. And you know what?
Some 2 years later, he gave me the
same answer.

It is time for this President, this
Congress, to give us a plan to establish
a democracy, to win the peace, a plan
that will eventually allow us to bring
our men and women in uniform home.

——
IRAQ RESOLUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I do not
think I am going to take the full 5 min-
utes, but I have been in this House
Chamber almost all day and I hear
these arguments that we don’t have a
plan to end the war in Iraq and suc-
ceed, and that is just simply not true.
It is not true at all.

The fact is the plan was wrong in the
sense that there was the anticipation
that it would happen more easily. But
the plan is very clear. It is not simple.
It requires that the Iraqis have their
own police, their own border patrol,
and their own army in order to secure
themselves. And since we did not allow
for their police to be restood, we had to
start from scratch and train them.

And it is simply not possible to train
a police and border patrol, an army, in
1 year or 2 or 3. There are 26 million
Iraqis in a country the size of Cali-
fornia. But every day we train more
and more of them, so that now they
control about 42 percent of the land
that includes 42 percent of the popu-
lation.

So as we continue with our plan, as
we continue to train more and more
Iraqis, we are able to move our troops
out and move their troops in. We are
able to move their police in and our
troops out. We are able to move their
border patrol in and our troops out.

Now, it is clear that they do not have
the logistics, so we will still have to be
there later, but not in the numbers
that we have now. That is all part of
the plan; to train their troops, train
their border patrol, train their army,
and allow them to take our place.

What we object to is leaving pre-
maturely. And if you ask an Iraqi what
their biggest fear is, and having been
there 12 times I have spoken to a lot of
them, it is basically the same thing, it
is that you will leave us; that you will
leave us before we can take hold of de-
mocracy and before we can defend our-
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selves. That is their biggest fear. Some
of them even say, like you did in Viet-
nam. And some of them will make ref-
erence to what they hear on CNN or
what they hear about elected officials
who say we need to get out, we need to
have some kind of artificial timetable.
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Thank goodness George Washington
didn’t have Congress telling him he had
to have a timetable to beat the Brits.
Thank goodness when all the generals
criticized Abraham Lincoln, we didn’t
say, well, the generals are against
Abraham Lincoln, he doesn’t have a
plan, we better just fold our tent.
Thank goodness that didn’t happen.

The bottom line for me is very clear.
We may have been wrong about weap-
ons of mass destruction, and for that
the President loses credibility, and
people like me do, and people on the
other side of the aisle who voted for
going into Iraq, and now pretend like
they didn’t, we all lose our credibility
there. But we don’t lose our credibility
with this: Saddam Hussein had weap-
ons of mass destruction. He used these
weapons on his own people and neigh-
bors. He didn’t abide by the agreement
that stopped us from going into Bagh-
dad. He has now been removed. Thank
God.

The Iraqi people have a democracy
that is flourishing and is extraor-
dinarily impressive. Three elections
have allowed the Iraqis to form a gov-
ernment that created a Comnstitution,
adopt a Constitution, and then elect a
government under that Constitution.

All the Iraqis are asking from this
Congress is you came in, you removed
our security people, you have given us
a taste of democracy, let us live that
democracy and let us have the capa-
bility to protect ourselves before you
leave. That’s our plan.

——
ACCOUNTABILITY FOR IRAQ WAR

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to proceed out of
order and address the House for 5 min-
utes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Michi-
gan is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I come
before you tonight after listening to
the presentations that have been tak-
ing place all day, not only as a Member
of this body but as a parent who has
lost a child. My son, B.J., who passed
away a little more than 6 years ago,
would have turned 24 tomorrow. Every
time I learn about loss of life in Iraq,
another son or daughter, mother or fa-
ther, brother or sister, I can’t help but
think about my son B.J. and the pro-
found pain and loss that will remain
with us for the rest of our lives.

That intense pain that we feel over
the loss of B.J. is being felt every day
by those families here in America who
have suffered a loss in Iraq, and that is
one of the reasons why I oppose this
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war and one of the reasons why I plan
to oppose this resolution.

But one of the other reasons I oppose
this resolution deals with honesty and
truth. Boake Carter is credited with
saying that “‘in time of war, the first
casualty is truth.”

Mr. Carter’s statement is applicable
to the resolution before us today. Like
the one-sided resolution presented to
the House last December, the Repub-
lican majority has refused to allow a
true debate on the war on Iraq. The
truth is 2,600 servicemen and -women
have died in Iraq. The truth is the so-
called coalition countries, including
Great Britain, are drawing down their
troops in Iraq. The truth is the Repub-
lican majority in its resolution today
wants to blur the truth, that the cause
and purpose of the war in Iraq is the
same as the war in Afghanistan.

The truth is the Republican majority
in its resolution today wants to blur
the truth that the cause and purpose of
the war in Iraq is justified by the ter-
rorist attacks of September 11.

The truth is the Republican majority
in its resolution today wants to blur
the truth saying that we who oppose
this war in Iraq are not as patriotic as
those who support the war.

The truth is the Republican majority
in its resolution today wants to blur
the truth saying that those who do not
support Resolution 861 do not support
our troops in Iraq.

Resolution 861 continues the open-
ended commitment of U.S. troops in
Iraqg and embodies President Bush’s
latest attempt to justify the U.S. in-
volvement in Iraq.

Last December the President and his
congressional allies claimed the Iraqi
parliamentarian elections were a ‘‘cru-
cial victory’” in establishing a democ-
racy in Iraq. Thus, through this elec-
tion, ‘‘victory” was inevitable in Iraq.
Even Vice President CHENEY declared
the insurgency was ‘in their final
throes.”

America has heard this type of rea-
soning before from President Johnson
during the Vietnam War. In 1967, the
South Vietnamese freely elected their
government. President Johnson then
declared the Vietnamese election had
established a democracy supported by
the Vietnamese people. Even our Viet-
nam military leaders declared the war
would be over soon as there was ‘‘light
at the end of the tunnel.”

After this Vietnamese election, and
the light at the end of the tunnel, 3,800
more Americans would die in South-
east Asia.

Since May 1, 2003, when the President
declared ‘‘mission accomplished’” in
Iraq, over 2,300 troops have died in
Iraqg. What is the victory that the
President and his congressional sup-
porters envision in Iraq for the U.S.?
What is the strategy for the Iraqi war
mission to be accomplished?

This is not a war like our grand-
parents fought. This is an insurgency.
There is no country to hoist a white
flag of surrender. There is no recog-
nized political entity that America can
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sign a peace agreement with. There is
only an insurgency of fanatics who
have no desire to reach peace with the
United States.

Our brave men and women in the
military are trying to build a democ-
racy in a country that views U.S.
troops as occupiers. Almost one-half of
the Iraqi people believe it is justifiable
to kill our U.S. troops. The U.S. mili-
tary has been used to prop up a govern-
ment being threatened by a guerrilla
insurgency.

With this Iraqi insurgency, I cannot
envision an event, a goal or a date
when victory in Iraq can indisputably
be achieved.

What has President Bush said about
achieving victory in Iraq? The Presi-
dent said the United States will stay
the course and the next President will
have to withdraw our troops from Iraq.
It will be 2% years, or 30 months, be-
fore this President leaves office. Does
this mean America will spend another
$300 billion on the war in Iraq? Does it
mean America will suffer 18,000 more
young people to war wounds and an-
other 2,500 killed?

In October 2002, I warned that this
administration would open a Pandora’s
box if the United States unilaterally
went to war in Iraq. Mr. President, you
opened Pandora’s box with all its death
and destruction of American and Iraqi
lives. You cannot simply wash your
hands of this war and leave it to the
next President to withdraw our troops
from Iraq.

It is time for America to demand ac-
countability from the President and
the Iraqi Government. It is time for an
Iraqi accountability plan to bring this
war to an end.

Because of America’s sacrifice, the
people of Iraq have been able to par-
ticipate in a democracy by electing the
leaders who will shape their young gov-
ernment and institute laws to protect
them. This is a giant step towards ac-
countability.

The formation of a new government in Iraq
is more than just filling out a cabinet. It is an
opportunity for the people of Iraq to accept re-
sponsibility for governing their country. This
responsibility extends beyond voting or form-
ing a new government or kiling Abu Musab al
Zargawi. Now, is the time for Iraqis to be ac-
countable for themselves and their developing
country.

| believe that in order for the principles of
democracy to take hold in Iraqg, the target of
the insurgency, our U.S. troops, must be re-
moved as soon as possible!

The President must develop a strategy to
bring our troops home. | believe America
should demand from the Bush administration
an Iraq Accountability Plan that will set clear
and measurable goals. The United States has
provided the Iragis with an opportunity for
freedom, democracy and self-governance. But
it is the responsibility of the Iragi people to
seize the opportunity and set forth these prin-
ciples in their land.

In this war; the truth lies in today’s The
Washington Post headline which states “Iraq
Amnesty Plan May Cover Attacks on U.S. Mili-
tary.” The war in Iraq has boiled down to am-
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nesty for insurgents who attack and kill U.S.
soldiers but no amnesty for the insurgents
who Kill Iragi citizens. This amnesty proposal
appears to have the tacit agreement of the
Bush Administration for Iragi government Offi-
cials stated, “There’s some sort of under-
standing between us and the UNF-I [The
U.S.-led Multi-National Force-Iraq] that there is
a patriotic feeling among the Iragi youth and
the belief that those attacks [on U.S. military
personnel] are legitimate acts of resistance
and defending their homeland. These people
will be pardoned definitely, | believe.”

If you vote “yes” on this Resolution, you are
supporting the Iragi Government’s belief that it
is “ok” to give Iragi's amnesty for attacking
and killing U.S. troops!

| cannot, and | will not support Resolution
861 which supports a government that par-
dons and justifies killing of 2,500 American
personnel as Iraqi patriotism!

I will not support a resolution that leaves our
commitment in Iragi “open-ended”; or which
allows this President to hand over the Irag war
to the next President, 30 months from now;
nor a resolution that does not have a strategy
to end the war in Iraq.

| urge my colleagues to reject this resolu-
tion!

——
H. RES. 861, IRAQ RESOLUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in opposition to the resolution on
the Iraqi war.

Mr. Speaker, as we discuss what to
do now, we must first acknowledge the
fact that we cannot discuss an exit
strategy for leaving Iraq without first
stating what the entry strategy was,
and then stating what we are trying to
accomplish now.

We were originally told we invaded
Iraq because they had weapons of mass
destruction. That turned out not to be
true. We were then told that we in-
vaded Iraq because the Iraqi leaders
were connected with the 9/11 attacks.
That turned out not to be true. The ra-
tionale that Iraq posed an imminent
threat to the United States was ex-
posed as untrue even before the inva-
sion.

A letter from the Director of the CIA
to the Chair of the Senate Intelligence
Committee dated October 7, 2002, spe-
cifically stated that the CIA believed
that Iraq and Saddam Hussein did not
pose a terrorist threat to the United
States and would not be expected to
pose such a threat unless we attacked.

Mr. Speaker, after it became clear
that there were no weapons of mass de-
struction, that Iraq had nothing to do
with 9/11, and that Iraq posed no ter-
rorist threat to the United States, we
have been subjected to the excuse of
the week for being in Iraq.

We were told that we needed to cap-
ture Saddam Hussein for our safety. He
has been in jail for over a year, and yet
we are still in Iraq.

Then the rationale changed that we
needed to capture al Zarqawi. We did
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that, and we are still in Iraq with no
apparent plan to leave.

The rationale for this week is we are
still in Iraq in order to establish a de-
mocracy. We have to recognize that the
nature of a democracy is that it cannot
be imposed on anyone. Further, if the
purpose is to establish a democracy in
Iraq, it is ironic that the citizens right
here in Washington, D.C. cannot elect a
representative to vote on this very res-
olution.

Mr. Speaker, the simple fact is that
we made a mistake and the only sen-
sible rationale for still being there is
because we made a mess and we have a
moral responsibility to clean up that
mess. And so we have to acknowledge
that we are in quagmire, and it will be-
come clear that there are no good re-
sults that can occur.

Cut and run, bad result. Stay the
course to prove we have resolve, bad re-
sult. Don’t worry, be happy, bad result.
Continue to pretend that success is
around the corner, bad result. I use
“‘quagmire’ lightly because this ad-
ministration’s poor planning has
strained our troops with many units in
their second and third tours. Attacks
on the United States are increasing,
not decreasing. During the course of
our occupation, the number of insur-
gents has dramatically increased, and
our presence in Iraq has been counter-
productive, just as the CIA predicted.
As of today, 2,500 servicemembers have
been killed and many more wounded.

Our military equipment is wearing
out much faster than normal. Emer-
gency reserve stocks have been
stripped. We have endured the embar-
rassment of torture at Abu Ghraib pris-
on and questionable detention policies
at Guantanamo Bay, and we have not
begun to effectively deal with the issue
of corruption in private contracts.

Despite spending billions of dollars
on electricity and reconstruction, over
half of the Iraqi households lack clean
water, and 85 percent lack reliable
electricity.

Mr. Speaker, we have to be reminded
when we first invaded Iraq the adminis-
tration instructed the Budget Com-
mittee not to even budget for the war
because it would cost so little. But now
we have appropriated almost $400 bil-
lion, not including future medical costs
for injured troops, and that has to be
compared with the $7.4 billion that it
cost us to defeat Iraq in the Persian
Gulf war.

Meanwhile, we have problems at
home. There are shortfalls in the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, cuts in
first responder grants, only 5 percent of
our containers in our ports are being
screened, and the administration has
failed to adequately implement the 9/11
Commission’s recommendations.

Mr. Speaker, we are not more secure.
We are less secure as a result of the
war.

Many experts have concluded that
the military has done as much as it
can, and so our exit strategy must in-
clude the use of diplomacy and politics
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