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Our Speaker has not been a Repub-
lican or a Democrat presiding officer,
he has been the presiding officer for the
whole House, a man who takes his oath
seriously. We place our trust in Speak-
er HASTERT, and he has not let us
down. He is our coach.

Congratulations, Speaker
for this historic milestone.

HASTERT,

TIME FOR NEW MANAGEMENT IN
THE HOUSE

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, my
oldest son Jack is a carpenter, and one
of the reasons I am so proud of him is
he is such a hard worker. It doesn’t
matter how hard it is raining out in
Seattle, he is out there swinging the
hammer.

That is one reason we should not re-
spect the current pathetic management
team of the Republican Party who is
on a course to make this Congress the
least productive Congress in American
history, for one reason, because we
don’t do any work.

Of the 5 months that we have been
here, we are on a track to work about
38 days. If you have an employee that
out of 5 months does 38 days of work,
what do you think you ought to do?
Unemployment. A pink slip for the
folks who are not running this Con-
gress.

In Truman’s time, we had the do-
nothing Congress. This is the do-less-
than-nothing Congress. If you want to
know why there is no progress on Iraq,
why there is no progress on energy,
why there is no progress on helping the
folks after Katrina, it is because the
people here in this management stay
home and don’t do any work.

It is time to start swinging a ham-
mer, and, to do that, it is time to get
new management in this House and get
Congress working for the American
people again.

——————

MEXICO’S HYPOCRISY

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, Cox
News Service reported last week that
the Mexican government threatened to
file lawsuits against the United States
if the National Guard troops detain
aliens at the border trying to cross ille-
gally into this country.

Mexico’s liberals, the liberal party,
called President Bush’s decision un-
justified, unacceptable and implies a
serious aggression toward a sovereign
nation. That is simply because we are
defending our borders.

Let’s talk about Mexico. What is
striking here is that foreign born Mexi-
cans can’t even hold office in either
house of their congress. They are also
banned from state legislatures, The su-
preme court and all governorships.
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We don’t do that here in America. We
allow immigrants to participate in the
process.

In fact, they are even encouraging a
ban on firefighters, police and judges
from being non-natives. It is amazing
to me what Mexico is doing.

Madam Speaker, we are a Nation
that respects immigrants and embraces
them, unlike Mexico, and I just ask
their respect of their immigrants as
well.

SECURING CITIZENSHIP FOR
THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, to all
those that are going to be celebrating
this Memorial Day weekend, my spe-
cial condolences go to the soldiers and
their families that have given their
lives so bravely and courageously. In
fact, in my district in Los Angeles, 11
soldiers were Kkilled, the first soldier
being Francisco Martinez Flores, who
is a green card soldier.

He was not a full-fledged citizen, but
he honored us by fighting for us and de-
fending our freedom in Iraq. I found
out later that his parents were not here
legally. But through the work of some
of the Members on our side of the aisle,
we worked very diligently to secure
citizenship for those serving in our
country.

Why could we not honor these sol-
diers beforehand, when they enter in
and help to define who we are as a
country? He was granted posthumous
citizenship. When I read about that, I
moved quickly to see how we could as-
sure that no other soldier who came
home in a coffin or a body bag would be
given just that identification on their
grave, that they be granted full citizen-
ship, and that their families have every
right to the same securities that any
other citizen has in this country.

Let’s remember Francisco Flores and
the 10 other soldiers that have given
their lives, most of whom were Latinos
from my district, proud Latinos, who
carried their uniform and their bravery
with them.

———————

ABC NEWS REDUCING CREDIBILITY
OF NATIONAL MEDIA

(Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, last night, ABC
Nightly News in the height of irrespon-
sibility reported that the Department
of Justice is ‘‘investigating Speaker
Hastert.”” That report has been denied
by both parties.

Such a blatant falsehood comes at a
time when the Speaker of the House
has reached out to work with our
friends on the other side of the aisle to
ensure that the separation of powers
within the Constitution is fully upheld.
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It is sad to say that at a time of de-
clining and questionable journalistic
standards, with an increasingly shrill
and partisan ideological media, at a
time when national news broadcasts
seem to have more of the flavor of en-
tertainment than hard news, ABC News
has written a sad new chapter in the
annals of yellow journalism.

I support a free press. I believe it is
a fundamental institution that is cen-
tral to a free society. But ABC News,
Madam Speaker, has, at a stroke, re-
duced the credibility of our national
media. Mr. HASTERT’s reputation, how-
ever, remains impeccable among those
of us who have had the privilege of
working with him.

———

ADMINISTRATION PUTTING
NATION’S VETERANS AT RISK

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, once
again the administration has put our
Nation’s veterans at risk. First it was
underfunding the Veterans Administra-
tion services in fiscal year 2006, and
now it is a security breach of 27 million
veterans’ personal information.

The administration has jeopardized
tens of millions of veterans’ financial
futures because they have failed to im-
plement safeguards and adequate secu-
rity measures at the request of the VA
Inspector General. This information
was known for 19 days before we found
it out.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the
42,000 veterans that I represent, I call
upon the President to act immediately
to safeguard these brave veterans from
identity fraud. We must protect our
veterans who have protected us. It is
the right thing to do.

———————

DEFENDING THE SPEAKER FROM
FALSE ACCUSATIONS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, the press
has reached a new low in this country.
I am appalled that ABC World News
Tonight ran a false story claiming that
our Speaker of the House, who is of the
utmost integrity, is under investiga-
tion by the Justice Department.

How convenient for them to mistak-
enly accuse the Speaker of the massive
corruption that a Democrat Congress-
man is charged with, and then use the
capabilities that only the mass media
possesses to deliver that lie into the
living rooms of every American.

Let me read to you the Justice De-
partment’s press release issued yester-
day. Here it is. Before ABC ran its bla-
tantly false story, this press release did
not mince words and said, ‘‘Speaker
Hastert is not under investigation by
the Justice Department.”

Enough said.
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HONORING HOWARD A.
CHRISTIANSON

(Mr. LARSEN of Washington asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor and cele-
brate Howard A. Christianson, a resi-
dent of Washington’s Second Congres-
sional District, whose life has been de-
fined by his service to his country, his
family and his community. I congratu-
late Mr. Christianson on receiving the
first-ever Stillaguamish Senior Center
Lifetime Achievement Award.

My hometown of Arlington, Wash-
ington, has benefited from 25 years of
Mr. Christianson’s vision and guidance
as a city councilman, mayor and city
administrator. His legacy of leadership
extends beyond his public service to
civic service as well.

He has been active in the Kiwanis
Club, American Legion, VFW and the
Shriners, and his years of work with
the Masonic Lodge have inspired lead-
ers to name the lodge’s new citizen of
the year award the Howard A.
Christianson Outstanding Citizenship
Award.

Madam Speaker, we should all be so
fortunate to have community members
back home in our districts who so visi-
bly represent the meaning of service
and leadership. At a time when many
Americans are feeling disengaged from
their communities and their leaders,
Howard Christianson stands out as a
shining example of why we must con-
tinue to serve and to lead for the sake
of our country and for our commu-
nities.

——
7 1030
HONORING SPEAKER HASTERT

(Mrs. BIGGERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BIGGERT. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to add my voice to the many
here this morning in support of our
Speaker and my neighbor from Illinois,
DENNIS HASTERT.

In so doing, I would ask three ques-
tions: Is the price of leadership defama-
tion of character? Is the punishment
for defending this body and its Mem-
bers rumor, innuendo and false leaks?
Is the cost of speaking the truth and
upholding the Constitution greater
than the need for flashy headlines?

The answer to all three must be no.
Speaker HASTERT is one of the finest
men I have ever known. His integrity is
unquestioned. Let’s stop the witch
hunt, let’s shake the gotcha mentality,
and let’s put an end to the unjust at-
tacks on those who bear the heavy re-
sponsibility of leadership.

DO-NOTHING CONGRESS REFUSES
TO DO ANYTHING ABOUT THE
HIGH COST OF GAS
(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was

given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker,
with Memorial Day approaching, it
would be nice if the Republican-con-
trolled House had actually done some-
thing about gas prices that continue to
hover about $3 a gallon.

Over the past b years, we have seen
gas prices double what they were when
President Bush took office. American
families are now spending about $1,500
more a year on transportation than
they did 5 years ago. Gas prices are
taking a big bite out of American fam-
ily budgets.

And yet for 5 years, Washington Re-
publicans have chosen to pad the pock-
ets of Big 0Oil rather than provide real
relief to consumers or sufficient re-
sources for alternative energy. Last
year they signed an energy bill into
law that was nothing more than a $20
billion gift to Big Oil.

It is no wonder that Big Oil con-
tinues to reap record profits, including
nearly $30 billion for the six largest oil
companies in the first quarter of this
yvear alone. House Republicans are un-
willing to provide real relief to Amer-
ican consumers because of their cozy
relationship with Big Oil.

Despite what Republicans claim this
week, drilling in ANWR is not a solu-
tion to our energy crisis.

———

HONORING SPEAKER HASTERT

(Mr. WELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute).

Mr. WELLER. Madam Speaker, I
come to the floor to congratulate the
Speaker of the House. I have known
DENNY HASTERT since the late 1970s. I
remember DENNY HASTERT as a high
school wrestling coach, history teach-
er. The Yorkville Foxes would come
down to our high school and pretty
much beat us every year under the
leadership of Coach HASTERT.

When I met DENNY HASTERT, he was a
public school teacher interested in pub-
lic service, thinking about running for
State legislature, volunteering to cam-
paign. Today he is Speaker of the
House. One thing I have always known
about DENNY HASTERT; he is respected
as a listener. He is a solid leader, a
man of integrity.

But 1 want to congratulate the
Speaker, because this coming week,
DENNY HASTERT will become the long-
est-serving Republican Speaker of the
House of Representatives in the history
of the United States Congress.

It is my understanding that he will
also be the third-longest Speaker in
the history of the United States. As a
Member of the Illinois Delegation I ex-
tend my warm congratulations to DEN-
NIS HASTERT, who has been a great
Speaker of the House, a man of tremen-
dous integrity. I salute him for his
leadership to the House of Representa-
tives and our Nation.
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STUDENT SAVINGS ACT OF 2006

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, in
1999, when President Bush was running
for office, he made a pledge to veto any
tax increase. Well, last week, he did
what he said he would never do when
he signed into law a tax increase for
our Nation’s young people.

This Congress passed and the Presi-
dent signed a bill that will triple tax
rates for the teenagers with college
savings funds. Under the new law, teen-
agers between the ages of 14 and 17
with investment income who had their
long-term capital gains and dividends
taxed at 5 percent, will now be taxed at
15.

Interest that had been taxed at 10
percent will now be taxed at as much
as 35 percent. So much for savings. So
much for education. So much for hy-
pocrisy. The bill passed last week and
ironically is called the Tax Increase
Prevention Act.

Yet it increased taxes on students.
And we have been insisting on tax cuts
of billions of dollars to folks who do
not need it. It is because of this out-
rageous tax increase that I have intro-
duced the Student Savings Act of 2006,
H.R. 5473. My legislation will be rev-
enue neutral by effectively rescinding
those tax cuts that go to those who
make $1 million or more.

We should be giving our students fi-
nancial incentives and not giving them
tax increases.

———

HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS PROCESS

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker, I
wanted to call attention that the
House Appropriations Committee,
working on a bipartisan basis, is ahead
of schedule for this year. And although
that is what we should be doing, it does
seem that sometimes in Washington
things break down, and there is no
progress that is being made.

Unfortunately, a lot of that is hap-
pening in the other body. And then the
House doesn’t get credit for it. We have
had some very good debate on the ap-
propriations bills. We will have them
under budget and on time. We are hav-
ing a lot of push-back from some of our
Members about, well, you need to cut
this item out of it because there is
pork here; there is pork there.

And I can say this, that in a $2-tril-
lion-plus budget, you can always find
lots to criticize about it. I think we
should always be on the lookout for
more things to cut. But just to take an
example, the agriculture bill, we cut 35
different programs out of it, we re-
duced spending, and we did it on a bi-
partisan basis.

So often as Members get up to grand-
stand over one or two particular
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