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often a low priority assigned to inter-
state placement of foster and adoptive
children. It is the latter that is really
the problem.

This bill creates meaningful incen-
tives for States to address these bar-
riers, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this initiative. It is meaningful
legislation. This is not symbolic. It has
some real power to change things. But
it is more than that. By passing this
bill, we recognize the heroic efforts of
countless Americans across this coun-
try, foster parents and the caseworkers
who deal with them and the many oth-
ers who strive to help kids who are in
need.

By passing this legislation, we also
rightly honor the leadership in fighting
for vulnerable children by Mr. ToMm
DELAY. He has made a difference, and
it is no surprise that he keeps fighting
to protect and defend children. All too
often, we are the light of hope for
abused and neglected children. Today,
let us curse the darkness by passing
this bill.

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BRADY), a
member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee.

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
this act ought to probably be entitled
the Get Foster Children Out of the Sys-
tem Into a Safe Home As Soon As Pos-
sible Act, as it has real consequences
for our foster children.

There have been so often foster chil-
dren, even in the best system, that are
lost in that system. These delays can
be as, ToM DELAY has told you, just so
harmful for them. Moving them for-
ward is the right thing to do, and it is
a possible thing to do.

BEach week on TV, we watch on
‘“Home Makeover’ a set of people come
together and build a complete home for
a family in one week. Why can’t we
find a good, safe loving home for chil-
dren in 2 months? It is important we do
this.

Our family has been through two
home studies in our adoption, and I
know what a difference how soon and
how accurate and how important these
home studies can be done. We ought
not let a State line get in the way of
helping these children.

I can tell you that Tom DELAY has
been such an advocate and champion
for children. When you see the work of
Rio Bend, what he and his wife are
doing, it is just remarkable. I strongly
support this bill.

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we have no more speak-
ers. I would just like to reiterate my
thanks to all the people. I would like
to mention Sean McCluskie, who has
been my staff member on the Sub-
committee for Human Resources for
over 7 years and, unfortunately, is
leaving us for greener pastures.

I want to thank all of the staff on
both sides of the aisle who worked so
hard on these bills that come before
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our subcommittee which get little at-
tention outside of the professionals in
the social work field.

Again, I thank our Chair and thank
Mr. DELAY and the people who have
worked so well together to make this
important step to improve the lives of
foster and perhaps adoptive children.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, the legislation we are
considering today is an important step
that will ensure timely and safe homes
for children. This bill would help speed
up the interstate adoption process so
that children could be placed in perma-
nent, loving homes more quickly.

I thank my colleagues across the
aisle, the gentleman from California
(Mr. STARK) and others, for their work
on this bipartisan legislation, and I
again wish to thank the distinguished
gentleman from Texas, Mr. DELAY, for
his tireless work to improve the lives
of abused and neglected children.

I urge all of my colleagues to join me
in support of this legislation.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H.R. 5403, the Safe and Timely Interstate
Placement of Foster Children Act of 2006. |
am pleased to be a cosponsor of this bipar-
tisan legislation, which is sponsored by Mr.
DELAY.

There are approximately 518,000 children
currently in foster care. The legislation before
us today is an important first step in our efforts
to improve the structure that exists to find a
family for these children in order to prevent
them from needlessly lingering in foster care.

Specifically, H.R. 5403 would encourage
states to expedite the safe placement of foster
and adoptive children into homes across state
lines. The data suggest that it takes 2 years
on average for foster or adoptive children to
be placed in homes across state lines. That is
longer than the average time frame for placing
children in homes within the same states.
Under this legislation, states would be re-
quired to establish procedures to ensure inter-
state placements occur within 60 days.

The legislation also would authorize incen-
tive payments to states that place children in
safe homes within 30 days. Since we first
began providing incentive payments to pro-
mote adoption in 1997, the number of adop-
tions of children from foster care has almost
doubled. We expect this new incentive pro-
gram will help expedite the safe placement of
children lingering in foster care, especially
when relatives or others have expressed an
interest in providing a loving home.

Almost 20,000 children age out of foster
care every year at age 18 without the benefit
of a family to call their own. This legislation
will improve that situation and ensure that
more children are raised in loving families in-
stead of waiting needlessly in temporary
homes. Accordingly, | ask my colleagues to
support this important legislation.

Mr. CAMP of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, | wish
to express my strong support for legislation
the House is considering today, H.R. 5403,
the Safe and Timely Interstate Placement of
Foster Children Act, introduced by Rep. ToMm
DELAY (R-TX).

First, | would like to commend Mr. DELAY for
his work on behalf of foster children, and in
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the development of this bill. As the sponsor of
the Adoption and Safe Families Act, | have
had the privilege of working with Mr. DELAY to
improve the lives of children in foster care,
and promote the adoption of children into safe
and loving families.

As a cosponsor of H.R. 5403, the bill before
us today further expedites the safe placement
of foster care children. Under current rules,
children wait a year or more for states to ap-
prove placements across state lines. Children
deserve better treatment, and | am glad that
H.R. 5403 places a 60 day deadline on the
approval of placements across state lines. Im-
portantly, the bill also seeks to keep families
together by providing incentive payments for
the placement of children with extended family
members.

Again, | want to applaud Mr. DELAY for his
tireless advocacy on behalf of foster children,
and for his work on H.R. 5403. | am confident
this legislation will improve the lives foster chil-
dren everywhere.

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GUTKNECHT). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
California (Mr. HERGER) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 5403.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on questions previously
postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Ordering the previous question on
House Resolution 832, by the yeas and
nays;

Adopting House Resolution 832, if or-
dered.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The re-
maining electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 5-minute vote.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION

OF H.R. 5427, ENERGY AND
WATER DEVELOPMENT APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2007

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on order-
ing the previous question on House
Resolution 832 on which the yeas and
nays are ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 224, nays
190, not voting 18, as follows:



May 24, 2006

Aderholt
AKkin
Alexander
Bachus
Baker
Barrett (SC)
Bartlett (MD)
Barton (TX)
Bass
Beauprez
Biggert
Bilirakis
Bishop (UT)
Blackburn
Blunt
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonilla
Bonner
Bono
Boozman
Boustany
Bradley (NH)
Brady (TX)
Brown (SC)
Brown-Waite,
Ginny
Burgess
Burton (IN)
Buyer
Calvert
Camp (MI)
Campbell (CA)
Cannon
Cantor
Capito
Carter
Castle
Chabot
Chocola
Coble
Cole (OK)
Conaway
Crenshaw
Cubin
Culberson
Davis (KY)
Davis, Jo Ann
Davis, Tom
Deal (GA)
DeLay
Dent
Doolittle
Drake
Dreier
Duncan
Ehlers
Emerson
English (PA)
Everett
Feeney
Ferguson
Fitzpatrick (PA)
Flake
Foley
Forbes
Fortenberry
Fossella
Foxx
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Gibbons
Gilchrest

Abercrombie
Allen
Andrews
Baca

Baird
Baldwin
Barrow
Bean
Becerra
Berkley
Berman
Berry
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Blumenauer
Boren
Boswell
Boucher

[Roll No. 194]

YEAS—224

Gillmor
Gingrey
Gohmert
Goode
Goodlatte
Granger
Graves
Green (WI)
Gutknecht
Hall
Harris
Hart
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Hensarling
Herger
Hobson
Hoekstra
Hostettler
Hulshof
Hunter
Hyde
Inglis (SC)
Issa
Istook
Jenkins
Jindal
Johnson (CT)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Keller
Kelly
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kline
Knollenberg
Kolbe
Kuhl (NY)
LaHood
Latham
LaTourette
Leach
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
LoBiondo
Lucas
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Mack
Manzullo
Marchant
McCaul (TX)
McCotter
McCrery
McHenry
McHugh
McKeon
McMorris
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller, Gary
Moran (KS)
Murphy
Musgrave
Myrick
Neugebauer
Ney
Northup
Norwood
Nunes

NAYS—190

Boyd
Brady (PA)
Brown (OH)
Brown, Corrine
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardoza
Carnahan
Carson
Case
Chandler
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
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Nussle
Osborne
Otter

Paul

Pearce
Pence
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Pickering
Pitts

Platts

Poe

Pombo
Porter
Price (GA)
Pryce (OH)
Radanovich
Ramstad
Regula
Rehberg
Reichert
Renzi
Reynolds
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Royce

Ryan (WI)
Ryun (KS)
Saxton
Schmidt
Schwarz (MI)
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shadegg
Shaw

Shays
Sherwood
Shimkus
Shuster
Simmons
Simpson
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Sodrel
Souder
Stearns
Sullivan
Sweeney
Tancredo
Taylor (NC)
Terry
Thomas
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Turner
Upton
Walden (OR)
Walsh
Wamp
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson (NM)
Wilson (SC)
Wolf

Young (AK)
Young (FL)

Costello
Cramer
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Davis (IL)
Davis (TN)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle
Edwards

Emanuel Lofgren, Zoe Rothman
Engel Lowey Roybal-Allard
Eshoo Lynch Ruppersberger
Etheridge Maloney Rush
Farr Markey Ryan (OH)
Fattah Marshall Sabo
Filner Matheson Salazar
Ford Matsui Séanchez, Linda
Frank (MA) McCarthy T.
Gonzalez McCollum (MN) Sanchez, Loretta
Gordon McDermott Sanders
Green, Al McGovern Schakowsky
Gr?_en, Gene McIntyre Schiff

u 7 a
Harman Meek (FL) gggzt Egﬁ;
Herseth Meeks (NY) Serrano
Higgins Melancon Slaughter
Hinchey Michaud Smith (WA)
Hinojosa Millender- Solis
Holden McDonald Spratt
Holt Miller (NC) pra
Honda Miller, George Sta'rk
Hooley Mollohan Strickland
Hoyer Moore (KS) Stupak
Inslee Moore (WT) Tanner
Tsrael Moran (VA) Tauscher
Jackson (IL) Murtha Taylor (MS)
Jackson-Lee Napolitano Thompson (CA)

(TX) Neal (MA) Thompson (MS)
Jefferson Oberstar Tierney
Johnson, E. B. Obey Towns
Jones (OH) Olver Udall (CO)
Kanjorski Ortiz Udall (NM)
Kaptur Owens Van Hollen
Kildee Pallone Velazquez
Kilpatrick (MI) Pascrell Visclosky
Kind Pastor Wasserman
Kucinich Payne Schultz
Langevin Pelosi Waters
Lantos Peterson (MN) Watson
Larsen (WA) Pomeroy Watt
Larson (CT) Price (NC) Weiner
Lee Rahall Wexler
Levin Rangel Woolsey
Lewis (GA) Reyes Wu
Lipinski Ross Wynn

NOT VOTING—18

Ackerman Hastings (FL) Oxley
Cardin Kennedy (MN) Putnam
Davis (FL) Kennedy (RI) Sherman
Diaz-Balart, L. Linder Skelton
Diaz-Balart, M. McKinney Snyder
Evans Nadler Waxman

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). Members are advised that
there are 2 minutes remaining in this
vote.
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Messrs. FARR, GEORGE MILLER of
California, and DAVIS of Tennessee
changed their vote from ‘‘yea” to
“‘nay.”

So the previous question was ordered.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated for:

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, on rolicall No.
194 | was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on the resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I demand a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 254, noes 165,
not voting 13, as follows:

[Roll No. 195]

The

AYES—254
Aderholt Alexander Baker
AKkin Bachus Barrett (SC)

Bartlett (MD)
Barton (TX)
Bass
Beauprez
Berman
Biggert
Bilirakis
Bishop (UT)
Blackburn
Blunt
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonilla
Bonner
Bono
Boozman
Boswell
Boucher
Boustany
Boyd
Bradley (NH)
Brady (TX)
Brown (SC)
Brown-Waite,
Ginny
Burgess
Burton (IN)
Buyer
Calvert
Camp (MI)
Campbell (CA)
Cannon
Cantor
Capito
Carnahan
Carter
Castle
Chabot
Chocola
Coble
Cole (OK)
Conaway
Cramer
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cubin
Culberson
Davis (CA)
Davis (FL)
Davis (KY)
Davis, Jo Ann
Davis, Tom
Deal (GA)
DeLay
Dent
Doolittle
Drake
Dreier
Duncan
Ehlers
Emerson
English (PA)
Everett
Feeney
Ferguson
Fitzpatrick (PA)
Flake
Foley
Fortenberry
Fossella
Foxx
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gingrey
Gohmert
Goode
Goodlatte
Gordon
Granger

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Allen
Andrews
Baca

Baird
Baldwin
Barrow
Bean
Becerra
Berkley
Berry
Bishop (GA)

Graves
Green (WI)
Gutknecht
Hall
Harris
Hart
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth
Hobson
Hoekstra
Hostettler
Hulshof
Hunter
Hyde
Inglis (SC)
Issa
Istook
Jenkins
Jindal
Johnson (CT)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Kaptur
Keller
Kelly
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kline
Knollenberg
Kolbe
Kuhl (NY)
LaHood
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Leach
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
LoBiondo
Lucas
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Mack
Maloney
Manzullo
Marchant
McCaul (TX)
McCotter
McCrery
McHenry
McHugh
McKeon
McKinney
McMorris
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller, Gary
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy
Murtha
Musgrave
Myrick
Neugebauer
Ney
Northup
Norwood
Nunes
Nussle
Ortiz

NOES—165

Bishop (NY)
Blumenauer
Boren
Brady (PA)
Brown, Corrine
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardoza
Carson
Chandler
Clay
Cleaver
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Osborne
Otter

Oxley
Pascrell
Pastor

Paul

Pearce
Pence
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Pickering
Pitts

Platts

Poe

Pombo
Price (GA)
Pryce (OH)
Putnam
Radanovich
Ramstad
Regula
Rehberg
Reichert
Renzi

Reyes
Reynolds
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Royce
Ruppersberger
Ryan (WI)
Ryun (KS)
Saxton
Schmidt
Schwarz (MI)
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shadegg
Shaw

Shays
Sherwood
Shimkus
Shuster
Simmons
Simpson
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Sodrel

Solis
Souder
Stearns
Sullivan
Sweeney
Tancredo
Taylor (NC)
Terry
Thomas
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Turner
Upton

Van Hollen
Walden (OR)
Walsh
Wamp
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson (NM)
Wilson (SC)
Wolf

Wu

Young (AK)
Young (FL)

Clyburn
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Costello
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (AL)
Davis (IL)
Davis (TN)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
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DeLauro Lantos Rush
Dicks Lee Ryan (OH)
Dingell Levin Sabo
Doggett Lewis (GA) Salazar
Doyle Lipinski Sénchez, Linda
Edwards Lofgren, Zoe T.
Emanuel Lowey Sanchez, Loretta
Engel Lynch Sanders
Eshoo Markey
Etheridge Marshall ECE?‘;OWS”
Farr Matheson et
Fattah Matsui Schwartz (PA)
Filner McCarthy Scott (GA)
Ford McCollum (MN) ~ Scott (VA)
Frank (MA) McDermott Serrano
Gibbons McGovern Sherman
Gonzalez McIntyre Slaughter
Green, Al McNulty Smith (WA)
Green, Gene Meehan Spratt
Grijalva Melancon Stark
Gutierrez Michaud Strickland
Harman Millender- Stupak
Higgins McDonald Tanner
Hinchey Miller (NC) Tauscher
Hinojosa Miller, George Taylor (MS)
Holden Moore (WI) Thompson (CA)
gg}itda gzggﬁtano Thompson (MS)
Hooley Neal (MA) $1erney
Hoyer Oberstar owns
Inslee Obey Udall (CO)
Israel Olver Uda}l (M)
Jackson (IL) Owens Vglazquez
Jackson-Lee Pallone Visclosky

(TX) Payne Wasserman
Jefferson Pelosi Schultz
Johnson, E. B. Pomeroy Waters
Jones (OH) Porter Watson
Kanjorski Price (NC) Watt
Kildee Rahall Waxman
Kilpatrick (MI) Rangel Weiner
Kind Ross Wexler
Kucinich Rothman Woolsey
Langevin Roybal-Allard Wynn

NOT VOTING—13
Brown (OH) Evans Linder
Cardin Forbes Skelton
Case Hastings (FL) Snyder
Diaz-Balart, L. Kennedy (MN)
Diaz-Balart, M. Kennedy (RI)
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Mr. RUPPERSBERGER changed his
vote from ‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.”

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, earlier today, |
was unavoidably detained and missed two roll-
call votes.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“nay” on rollcall vote No. 194 and “nay” on
rolicall vote No. 195.

———

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate my colleagues’ indulgence. It has
become clear that we will probably, in
all likelihood, finish our business by
Thursday night. I wanted to give Mem-
bers a heads-up that we do not expect
to be in on Friday. I can’t give you a
firm time for what time we will be out
tomorrow evening, but it is not ex-
pected that we will be in on Friday.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
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may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 5427,
and that I may include tabular mate-
rial on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEARCE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

————
ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2007

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 832 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 5427.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5427),
making appropriations for energy and
water development for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2007, and for
other purposes, with Mr. GUTKNECHT in
the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered read the
first time.

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. HOB-
SON) and the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. VISCLOSKY) each will control 30
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, it is my privilege to
submit to the House for its consider-
ation H.R. 5427, the Energy and Water
Development Appropriations Bill for
fiscal year 2007. The Appropriations
Committee approved this bill unani-
mously on May 16, and I believe this is
a good bill that merits the support of
the entire House.

Mr. Chairman, this bill provides an-
nual funding for a wide range of Fed-
eral programs, including such diverse
matters as flood control, navigation
improvements, environmental restora-
tion, nuclear waste disposal, advanced
scientific research, applied energy re-
search, maintenance of our nuclear
stockpile, and nuclear nonproliferation
activities.

The total funding for energy and
water development for the fiscal year
2007 is $30.017 billion. This funding
amount represents an increase of $546
million above the budget request and
$172 million below the current fiscal
yvear. I want to point out to everyone
that our subcommittee’s 302 allocation
is right at the level and provides ade-
quate funding to meet the priority
needs of the House.

Title I is the Army Corps of Engi-
neers. This provides the funding for the
Civil Works Program of the Army
Corps and the formerly utilized Sites
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Remedial Action Program which is ex-
ecuted by the corps and the Office of
the Assistant Secretary of the Army
for Civil Works.
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The committee recommends a total
of $4.983 billion for the title I activi-
ties, an increase of $251 million above
the budget request and $345 million
below the enacted level for the current
year, separate from emergency supple-
mental appropriations.

In recent years, Mr. Chairman, in my
opinion and I think our committee’s,
the corps’ civil works program had lost
its way. Instead of taking care of the
Nation’s most pressing water resources
needs, the corps tried to keep every-
body happy by spreading its limited re-
sources across an ever-enlarging set of
projects; and, frankly, Congress has
been a big part of that problem, giving
the corps more and more projects to do
but, frankly, not enough money to do
them.

Our committee has taken steps in the
last several years to put the corps on
the road to fiscal recovery and to re-
store the focus on getting the most
critical projects done efficiently. As
before, we do not fund any new starts
and do not carry any new project au-
thorizations. I might say we not only
cut out the Members’ new starts in the
corps, we cut out the President of the
United States’ new starts. We treat ev-
erybody the same. Instead, we con-
centrate our limited resources on the
completion of ongoing projects. This
will save money.

I support the administration’s at-
tempt to apply performance-based cri-
teria so that resources are applied to
the highest-priority items. This is still
a work in progress, and we know that
the ratio of remaining costs and re-
maining benefits should not be the sole
major of a project’s merits, but I give
OMB, and this is hard for me to do,
credit for listening for a change to our
concerns and, frankly, moving in what
we all believe is the right direction.

One obvious consequence of folks see-
ing limited funding on the most impor-
tant projects is that fewer House Mem-
bers will receive funding for corps
water projects in their districts. We
added $251 million to address Member
needs for additional water projects. As
in prior years, we favored projects that
could complete a useful increment of
work in fiscal year 2007.

We also continue the initiatives we
started last year to improve fiscal
management in the corps. These initia-
tives have administration support. We
maintain the reprogramming guide-
lines that we put in place last year,
and we establish a fund to begin paying
back some reprogramming comments
that were made in previous years.

We included language last year sig-
nificantly limiting the corps’ ability to
misuse continuing contracts and to
continue those limitations in fiscal
year 2007. I have directed the corps to
hire a commercial audit firm to pro-
vide Congress with a full accounting of
these contracts.
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