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But the American taxpayers fund
this. The American ratepayers fund
this. And the hospital swallows a fair
amount of it. And there have been oc-
casions where residents and American
citizens of Tucson aren’t able to be
treated because all the beds are full,
full of people who are illegally in the
United States. And so that health care
for the Tucson residents, the Ameri-
cans occasionally will go to Phoenix,
and then the family members that live
in the city have to drive to Phoenix to
visit their family. And just the travel
time puts their lives at risk as well.

That’s two incidents, Mr. Speaker.
And I did follow up on those, and I will
follow up on the information that
comes from it.

I would add the third incident was I
went down to the border last night,
down to the San Miguel Gate on the
reservation, sat in the dark for 3 hours
and listened. And it wasn’t difficult to
hear the vehicles bring the illegals
down near the border, drop them off
and hear them talking, hear them hush
up and then single file, go through the
desert brush, cross the border into the
United States and be off to points un-
known.

I used to believe that it was the ille-
gal traffic into the United States that
was the biggest problem, and that ille-
gal drugs was a problem that was part
of that. And I am informed that when
we put the barriers in there, the vehi-
cle barriers, that since they can’t drive
across the border with illegal drugs
any longer, Mr. Speaker, in some of the
locations there are many places where
they can, they simply put 50 pounds of
marijuana in a backpack, on one young
male Mexican or Central American,
generally Mexicans, and each one takes
a backpack of 50 pounds each. Maybe 10
of them at a time, maybe 25 at a time.
They have caught as many as a hun-
dred at a time, walking each with 50
pounds. And they can walk through 10
or 15 or more miles of desert on the
Mexico side, 256 or more miles of desert
on the U.S. side, and arrive up at a
transportation predetermined location,
and then drop off their illegal drugs
there. And many of them turn around
and walk back to Mexico where they
pick up another load.

So the illegal crossings, many of
those illegal crossings are people com-
ing into the United States with illegal
drugs, turning back around and walk-
ing back into Mexico to get another
load of illegal drugs. Sometimes I won-
der if we wouldn’t be better off in this
country if they would simply stay here
and get a job, illegal or not, Mr. Speak-
er. And I don’t advocate that, cer-
tainly.

So as I listened and was there while
illegals were creeping across our border
in the dead of the night, not even 24
hours ago, Mr. Speaker, and it is an-
other dimension entirely, to see the
drugs, the interdiction of the drugs,
the violence on the border, the knifing,
the blood, the lack of health care that
is there, the incursions on our border,
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the volume that is backpacked up into
the United States, the volume that is
trucked into the United States, and to
understand that if we can seal this bor-
der and seal it with confidence, we
could shut off 90 percent of the illegal
drugs that get by in the United States,
at least until they find another route
to go around.

But we can build an effective barrier.
And as I submitted that to the people
down there working on the border, con-
sistently, they realize that if we build
a good solid barrier, one that couldn’t
be cut through, one that couldn’t be
driven through, one that was solid and
one that would make it easy for them
to drive the trail and enforce it, that it
could be the most effective tool that
we could have.

It costs us $6 billion a year, Mr.
Speaker, to incarcerate the illegals
here in the United States. Twenty-
eight percent of our prison population
are criminal aliens.

That is our city, our county, our
State and our Federal penitentiaries,
28 percent criminal aliens, $6 billion a
year. We can build one tremendous bar-
rier with $6 billion and a one-time ex-
penditure.

Of course, we wouldn’t get it all built
in 1 year, so we could spread it out over
3 or 4 years, and we could concentrate
on the areas that needed it the most.
We must do that, stop the bleeding,
stop the bleeding first. Shut off the
leaky pipe, and then we can begin to
have a legitimate debate in this coun-
try on what to do about the mess it has
left.

But I submit that we shut off the jobs
magnet, and we end birthright citizen-
ship.

Another interesting little anecdote
down in that same hospital was a Mexi-
can national who was pregnant with
multiple births. They took care of her
prenatal care out of the hospital in
Tucson, and they also set up the pro-
vider in Mexico so that they could have
the equipment to arrange for and give
her good care for multiple births.

Instead, she waited until she went
into labor, waited close to the border,
came into the United States, went into
the hospital in Tucson and delivered
five children there to the tune of six
figures times X. Those children all
have birthright citizenship. They all
have now the right and the ability to
bring in by chain migration their ex-
tended family members. Who knows
what that costs, Mr. Speaker?

Our compassion knows no bounds, I
understand; neither do the borders of
the United States of the America, ap-
parently. The United States Senate
needs to pass the legislation 4437 that
we passed in this House, send it to the
President for his signature, establish
enforcement, Mr. Speaker, and then we
can have a legitimate discussion on
whether or not we might want to have
guest workers in this country.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. ING-
LIS of South Carolina). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
4, 2005, the gentleman from Arkansas
(Mr. ROSS) is recognized for the time
remaining until midnight.

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise on be-
half of the 37-member strong, fiscally
conservative Democratic Blue Dog Co-
alition. There are 37 of us that are
Democrats. We are fiscal conservatives
and we are concerned about the debt
and the deficit that plagues this great
Nation ours.

In fact, you can see here, the Blue
Dog coalition today, the United States
national debt is $8,361,683,340,5630 and
some change. Now, for every man,
woman and child, including those born
today, their share of this enormous na-
tional debt is about $28,000. It is what
we call the debt tax, d-e-b-t. That is
one tax that cannot go away until we
get our Nation’s fiscal house in order.

It is hard now to believe that from
1998 to 2001 we had a balanced budget in
this country. Things were going pretty
well. Now, what do we have? We have
gasoline prices that are up 80 percent,
health care up 50 percent, higher edu-
cation, college costs up 40 percent.
Things are not going so well. Mr.
Speaker, I submit to you, it is directly
related to this debt, the largest debt
ever in our Nation’s history, this def-
icit, the largest deficit ever in our Na-
tion’s history.

You know, the projected deficit for
fiscal year 2007 is $348 billion. But the
reason it is $348 billion is because they
are borrowing, our government is bor-
rowing from the Social Security trust
fund. The projected deficit for fiscal
year 2007, not counting the Social Se-
curity surplus; in other words, if the
politicians in Washington kept their
hands off the Social Security trust
fund, the real deficit for fiscal year 2007
is $548 billion.

The first bill I filed as a Member of
Congress was a bill to tell the politi-
cians in Washington to keep their
hands off the Social Security trust
fund. Now I am beginning to under-
stand why the Republican leadership
would not give me a vote, even a hear-
ing, on this bill, because they are now
using the Social Security trust fund to
run our government to pay for tax cuts
to those earning over $400,000 a year in
this manner of reckless spending that
we are seeing going on, in fact, for the
sixth year in a row.

The 2006 deficit, $372 billion. Not
counting the Social Security surplus,
it was $605 billion. In fiscal year 2005, it
was $318 billion; if you don’t count the
Social Security surplus, Social Secu-
rity trust fund, it was $494 billion. Fis-
cal year 2004, $412 billion deficit, and it
goes on and on.

My point is this, Mr. Speaker, our
Nation is borrowing $1 billion a day.
We are spending $279 million every day
to Iraq. But don’t ask this administra-
tion for a plan on how that money is
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being spent. Don’t ask this administra-
tion to be accountable for that $279
million a year tax money going to Iraq
every day, because if you do, they will
tell you they are unpatriotic. $57 mil-
lion every day going to Afghanistan,
and billions more going to pay for tax
cuts for folks earning over $400,000 a
year.

Mr. Speaker, I submit to you this
reckless spending that we are seeing in
this country must end. As members of
the Blue Dog Coalition, we have a plan,
we have a 12-point plan for meaningful
budget reform that will get our Na-
tion’s fiscal house in order. We will
talk more about that in a little bit. We
will talk more about the budget that
may come to the floor of this Chamber
in a little bit.

The other point that I want to make
is in addition to the billion dollars a
day that our Nation is borrowing, the
debt is already $8.3 trillion. It is going
up to the tune of about $1 billion every
day. So it is $8.3 trillion and growing.

On that $8.3 trillion in debt, our Na-
tion is spending about half a billion
dollars a day simply paying interest on
the debt we already got. No principal,
just interest.

Some people say, well, none of this
really matters. But it does, and it
should matter to everybody in Amer-
ica, because that is a half a billion dol-
lars a day that cannot go to fund
America’s priorities until our govern-
ment gets its fiscal house in order.

In my congressional district, which
spans about half of Arkansas, I have
got I-49 on the western side of the
State. We need $1.5 billion to complete
that interstate that can create all
kinds of jobs and economic oppor-
tunity. That is a lot of money until
you look at it this way and you realize,
oh, my goodness, we could finish that
interstate with just 3 days’ interest on
the national debt.

On the eastern and southern part of
my district we have I-69 under way. 1
need $1.6 billion to finish it. Again, just
for 3 days, interest on the national
debt, I could complete I-69 in Arkan-
sas. I could four-lane U.S. highway 167
from Little Rock to El Dorado on 1
day’s interest on the national debt.
Give me a few hours interest of the na-
tional debt, I can finish that express-
way around Hot Springs National
Park, Arkansas.

My point is that whether it is edu-
cation, health care, roads, whatever it
might be, America’s priorities continue
to go unmet until we get our Nation’s
fiscal house in order.

Now, in a little bit, we will be talk-
ing more about our foreign debt and
about the Blue Dog 12-point plan to
budget reform, which includes a bal-
anced budget amendment. We will be
talking more about the budget that
may come to the floor of this Chamber
this week.

But at this time, I am pleased to turn
this microphone over to a real leader
within the Blue Dog Coalition, some-
one that really understands fiscal dis-
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cipline and someone that I am very
pleased and honored to have join me
this evening. That is the gentleman
from Georgia, my friend, David Scott.

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. ROSS, it
is always a pleasure to come down on
the floor and talk with you about the
pressing issues facing our Nation and
the world today.

You know, Mr. RO0SS, you talked
about the debt, and you talked about
the budget. It is the budget that pro-
vides us with the blueprint.

Just this morning, on my way, before
I got on the airplane to get up here, I
was talking with one of my constitu-
ents out in Cobb County, a town called
Austell.
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I was talking to Ms. Winnie Smith,
putting in a yard sign in her yard. She
came up to me and she said, ‘‘Congress-
man, our country is moving in the
wrong direction. If you could just do
four things. The four things I wish you
all could do something about right
away, one is secure our borders. We
have a terrible problem with our bor-
ders. If we could just protect this coun-
try and protect our porous borders.”

Then she said, ‘“‘Bring down these gas
prices. Please do something about the
gas prices.”

Then she asked me, she said, ‘‘Lord,
if you could just do something and get
our young men and women home out of
this mess in Iraq. And then, Congress-
man, if you could just do something
about this debt.”

I told her, ‘“Ms. Smith, you hit four
things right there on the button.”

I want to just talk, if I can just take
a few brief moments on each of these
little points, and I want to use the
budget that we probably may vote on,
I hope we don’t, because I truly believe
that there are enough Republicans who
are able to look through this smoke
and mirrors of this budget and see that
it is not the blueprint, it is not the di-
rection that we want to go.

Mr. Ross, if we could just take the
first item that Ms. Smith, my con-
stituent down there on Clay Road in
Cobb County talked to me about this
morning, and that is our borders. I
thought I would get here and I would
try to go through the budget here for a
moment, because it is the blueprint.

There is a howl and a cry the likes of
which I have not seen in my whole 32-
year history of being an elected offi-
cial. For 32 years, every other year my
name has been on the ballot somewhere
in Georgia. Thank God the people of
Georgia have voted me in each of those
30-some years, and I appreciate what
the people of Georgia have done.

But the cries from the people of
Georgia and all across this Nation,
nothing is as piercing and as meaning-
ful as what they feel about the insecu-
rity of the borders. Immigration issues,
all of the other issues aside, what we
do with the 11 million or 12 million
illegals that are here, how we deal with
that, all registers with folks, but the
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most important thing is what are we
going to do about the borders?

So I got here today and I went to
work, and I want to report on exactly
what this Congress, what the Presi-
dent, is proposing to do to secure the
budget.

You can have a lot of talk. I just lis-
tened intently to our friend Mr. KING
here a few minutes ago talking elo-
quently and very passionately about
the border and the need to do so, and I
concur with him. But the point is, what
are we doing about it?

Well, the American people need to
know. I want to point out tonight what
shows the shortcoming in this budget
for four of the most pressing issues fac-
ing the American people today.

The 9/11 Commission has given this
Congress and this President a D on col-
laboration on border security. The 9/11
Commission December 2005 report card,
Washington Republicans got a D on
international collaboration on border
security. The commission points out
that there has been no systematic, dip-
lomatic effort to work with other coun-
tries on shared terrorist watch lists to
ensure terrorists cannot get across our
borders.

I start off with the motive of ter-
rorism rather than immigration so the
people understand that the insecurity
of our borders is paramount in our war
on terror.

But as we get down to the immigra-
tion fight, and we just look at the one
most important area, there are 1,000
fewer additional Border Patrol agents
than were promised in the 9/11 act. This
Congress, under the leadership of Re-
publicans, and I must say that, not to
be partisan, because I want to correct
something immediately here. There are
Republicans and Democrats who are
equally concerned about this issue.
That is why that budget has not passed
yet. So I don’t want this to be just
purely partisan. This is not a Repub-
lican or a Democrat issue. This is an
American issue, and this President and
the Republican leadership of this Con-
gress, not all the Republicans in the
Congress, are clearly out of step, for
they have broken the promise made on
funding for additional Border Patrol
agents. Quite honestly, Mr. ROSS, we
need at least three times as many
agents.

Immigrant enforcement agents and
detention beds. Specifically in 2004
Congress enacted the 9/11 act, the Intel-
ligence Reform Act, for those watching
C-SPAN and want to check it, it is
Public Law 108-458, which mandated an
additional 2,000 Border Patrol agents
being hired over each of the next 5
years. Yet for this fiscal year 2006, this
Republican-led Congress has funded
only 1,000 additional agents.

Is it any wonder that our own citi-
zens are taking it upon themselves,
called Minutemen, to patrol our bor-
ders, because our government is letting
them down, and it is clear in this budg-
et. We funded only 1,000. The 9/11 act
also mandated an additional 800 immi-
gration enforcement agents over the
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next 5 years. Yet in this FY 2006 budget
the Congress has funded only 350 addi-
tional agents. It mandated an addi-
tional 8,000 detention beds, yet in the
2006 budget the Congress funded only
1,800 additional beds. So it is no wonder
that they are having difficulty getting
this budget increased.

Now, let me just say on this point of
immigration, because I want everybody
to understand exactly where this Con-
gressman is coming from, earlier to-
night I was watching on TV the Asian
Pacific Caucus on this floor. It was a
very moving presentation by them
about the contributions that the Japa-
nese Americans and Asian Americans
have made, and particularly the Japa-
nese Americans, particularly during
World War II as their people were being
interned in camps. Yet, similar to Afri-
can Americans, they still fought for
this country in the face of tremendous
bigotry and odds, because they wanted
to show we are Americans.

That is what this immigration fight
is about. Yes, we want to secure the
boarders, but it is about being Ameri-
cans.

I was just in Miami, Mr. Ross, this
past weekend with my wife. I was down
there with the congressional wives and
their foundation. I took it upon myself
to visit and to do a little field work
there.

While I am at it, I want to give con-
gratulations and kudos to the hospi-
tality that the people of Miami Beach
showed and the leadership KENDRICK
MEEK and his wife provided for us as
the host. It was wonderful.

But the one interesting thing about
Miami Beach that I found was most ev-
erybody is from somewhere else. If you
want to see a melting pot, really want
to see immigration and America at
work at the same time, visit Miami
Beach. I haven’t been there for a while.

I spent 3 days there this weekend. I
talked to everybody. Whether they
were Cuban or Mexican or Latin Amer-
ican or Caribbean or Jamaican or Hai-
tian or Asian, they are all there in dif-
ferent ways.

One of the things I did, Mr. R0oSS, was
every time I would say thank you, I
would add the phrase when I said thank
you and shook their hand, I would say,
“You are a good American.”” And when
I said ‘“‘you are a good American,” a
smile came over their face. I ask you to
try it sometime, or anybody in country
to try it sometime, and you will see
people in this country understand and
they get the point.

This is America. We must translate
that to some of those who are slipping
and sneaking into this country to un-
derstand this is America, to under-
stand it is one America, to understand
that there is one language, English,
there is one flag, there is one National
anthem, there is one set of values. We
have got to work to get that through.

That was the story that came
through so passionately on this floor
earlier today with the story of the con-
tributions of the Japanese Americans,
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because it says we are a country of im-
migrants.

But on this issue, we want people to
be legal, to pay their taxes and work
hard the American way, learn our lan-
guage, learn our values, as everybody
else did. But the most important thing
before we get to all that point is to se-
cure our borders.

I want to just mention quite quickly
what we Democrats are doing, because
a lot of times when we come up here
and we talk, we talk about what the
Republicans and the President are
doing. Here is what I want the Amer-
ican people to understand, what we are
doing on border security.
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On border security, since 9/11 House
Democrats have repeatedly tried to in-
crease appropriations for border secu-
rity. For example, Representative
DAVID OBEY, our senior Member on Ap-
propriations offered a motion to re-
commit the conference report on the
fiscal year 2005 supplemental appro-
priations bill with instructions to add
$284 million to fund an additional 550
border patrol agents. That is securing
your border.

And also an additional 200 immigra-
tion agents. That is dealing with the
immigration problem where it counts,
and border aerial vehicles, using our
technology. But Republicans defeated
that motion to recommit by a vote of
201-225.

Senate Democrats on the other side,
as far as border security, Senate Demo-
crats have also repeatedly fought to in-
crease the border security appropria-
tions. Senator ROBERT BYRD of West
Virginia offered an amendment to the
fiscal year 2005 supplemental appro-
priations bill to increase funding for
border security by $390 million, pro-
viding for the hiring of additional bor-
der patrol agents and the operation of
unmanned aerial vehicles.

With support from 21 Republicans,
Democrats succeeded in adopting the
Byrd amendment by a vote of 65-34.
That is what I said earlier. It is not
just a Democratic fight, there are Re-
publicans who are working with us on
this.

However, most of this additional bor-
der security funding was removed by
the Republicans in conference. That is
why when you look at the polls, when
you look at what the American people
are seeing, it is not just us here. The
American people are not dumb. They
know who is running this place. They
know who is responsible for these high
gas prices. They know who is respon-
sible for the lack of appropriations and
a lack of a budget with a proper blue-
print that shows the vision this coun-
try ought to have on these critical
areas.

And these Republicans, they have got
to plan for the blame for this bad situa-
tion with our budget and our deficit.

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman, Mr. ScOoTT from Georgia for
joining me this evening. I appreciate
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his leadership within the 37 Member
strong fiscally conservative Demo-
cratic Blue Dog Coalition. We are here
on the floor talking about the budget,
the debt, the deficit late into the
evening on Tuesday because America,
America has a debt that is out of con-
trol.

It has a deficit out of control. Mr.
Speaker, it is time to restore some
common sense and fiscal discipline to
our Nation’s Government.

Mr. ScoTT just talked about prior-
ities, about how this Republican Con-
gress is clearly in the majority for the
first time in well over 50 years. They
control the White House, the House,
the Senate, and now the Supreme
Court. And they voted against funding
border security.

And yet the budget that will be pre-
sented on this floor this week calls for
$228 billion, that is with a B, in tax
cuts that primarily benefit those earn-
ing over $400,000 a year.

Mr. ScoTT, I do not know about in
your district, but I do not have a lot of
folks in my 150 towns and all the
square miles that I represent that earn
$400,000 a year. I yield.

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. And the peo-
ple are not asking for these tax cuts.
They are not demanding these tax cuts.
They are demanding that the borders
be secure. They are demanding that gas
prices come down. And it is a shame
that this budget is not addressing this.

And the President is about tax cuts.
Well, they are not really tax cuts. They
are deferred tax increases. Somebody
has got to pay for those. And the trag-
edy is, Mr. Ross, that we are at the
mercy in borrowing money from for-
eign governments.

And not just any foreign govern-
ments. It is very important that we
take a look at the major players on the
international stage now as far as our
basic fiscal insecurity is concerned.

90 percent, 90 percent of everything
we are spending to run this Govern-
ment of the United States today is on
borrowed money. From China, nearly
$300 billion. From Japan, nearly $700
billion. From Taiwan, $118 billion.

From Hong-Kong, $127 billion. From
the OPEC nations of Saudi Arabia and
others in the Middle East, staggering,
over $200 billion.

You look at those countries, Mr.
RoOss, and you must realize that those
are some of the same countries that
are eating our lunch on this oil. The
other countries that are eating our
lunch on oil, Iran, Iraq, where we are
mired, Saudi Arabia, again, where we
are, and the Middle Eastern countries
underneath have about 30 to 40 percent
of all of the known oil reserves at this
time.

So if on the one hand you are bor-
rowing money from the very same peo-
ple who are holding you hostage for oil,
that is a bad situation to be in. And the
American people want us to address
those issues. And they realize it takes
resources to do that.

Furthermore, we have to pay for
these tax cuts, Mr. RoSss. It is so dis-
heartening to me that to pay for those
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tax cuts on the backs of our veterans.
We are cutting veterans programs by
$1.2 billion. We are raising their copay
for their insurance that they use to
buy their medicines over 100 percent.

That is wrong, Mr. Ross. That is not
what the American people are after.
And that is why they are expressing it.
As 1 said before, the American people
have had it up to here.

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman makes an excellent point. And
look, I am not against tax cuts. I voted
for the biggest tax cut in 20 years back
before 9/11. It was back before Iraq, Af-
ghanistan. It was back when we had a
surplus. We were really giving people
some of their money back.

But this notion that you can give tax
cuts in times when you do not have a
surplus, in times of deficit spending to
provide tax cuts for those earning over
$400,000 a year, and to accomplish that
and pay for that by cutting programs
like Medicaid and Medicare and stu-
dent loans, and borrowing the rest
from places like China and Japan, that
may be a tax cut on these earning over
$400,000 dollars a year today, but it is a
tax increase on our kids. It is a tax in-
crease on our children and our grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker, it is about priorities.
We have $3 dollar gasoline. There is a
lot of talk from the Republican leader-
ship. Well, there was one proposal
where they want to give us $100 close to
election time. They want to give us
$100 and tell us to get over it and get
used to it.

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
under today‘s prices, that $100 would
get you two fill-ups if gas is at $3.25

Mr. ROSS. Let me tell you, as a
Member of the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee, I can tell you that
these are the facts. The Republican
leadership talks a lot about alternative
and renewable fuels. Biomass refin-
eries, grants to create biomass refin-
eries for all of America for the next 365
days totals $100 million.

We will send nearly three times that
much money to Iraqg in the next 24
hours. It is about priorities. This Presi-
dent has announced already that if this
supplemental appropriations bill in-
cludes funding for disaster payments
for our farm families here in America
who have suffered through one of the
worst droughts in this Nation’s history
that he will veto it, the first veto of
this administration after 6 years.

Again, it is about America’s prior-
ities, and America’s priorities are
found all over this Republican budget
for fiscal year 2007. A budget that
should reflect the priorities and values
of our Nation, a budget that may very
well be debated and voted on on the
floor of this chamber sometime this
week.

Well, Mr. Speaker, the Republican
majority has had a difficult time bring-
ing a proposal to the floor for a vote.
This is because they cannot find con-
sensus within their own party about
the choices made to cut programs that
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are essential to the most vulnerable in
our Nation, while increasing record
deficits by providing tax cuts to those
making over $400,000 a year.
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If they fail to pass a budget, it will be
the first time in three decades that the
House has not adopted a blueprint, a
budget blueprint. But if they succeed,
the damage to our Nation and those we
represent will be devastating.

Since this administration took of-
fice, it has requested and this Repub-
lican controlled Congress has provided
four increases, four increases in the
statutory debt ceiling totaling $3 tril-
lion. Under this budget, the statutory
debt by 2011 will increase by another
$2.3 trillion for a total increase of $5.3
trillion. As you can see, as of tonight
our national debt, $8,351,683,340,530 and
some change.

While Republicans say their objec-
tive is to restore fiscal discipline to our
Nation, this budget does not lead us in
that direction. While tremendous cuts
are made to programs that serve a ma-
jority of Americans, the Republican
budget includes $228 billion in new tax
cuts that will benefit only a small few,
mostly those earning over $400,000 a
year. As a result, their budget resolu-
tion continues to deficit spend over
$400 billion for the next 5 years.

These deficits mean that under Re-
publican policies, the five largest defi-
cits in history will have occurred in
the five consecutive years that they
have controlled this Congress, the
White House, this Senate, and the Su-
preme Court. This is not how the
American people want our government
to function.

The American people want a good
dose of common sense. They want an
end to all this partisan bickering. They
want to see one America again. Cutting
vital programs for those who are most
in need to provide a tax cut to the
wealthiest among us is morally uncon-
scionable.

The Republican proposal eliminates
42, 42 education programs including
those that support vocational edu-
cation, college-readiness programs for
low-income students, and family 1lit-
eracy programs. Overall, both the
President’s budget and the House Re-
publican resolution cut funding for the
Department of Education by $2.2 bil-
lion below the comparable 2006 level.

This is the second year in a row that
the Republicans will cut Federal edu-
cation funding despite the need for
school districts to meet demanding
standards under the federally man-
dated No Child Left Behind law. This
funding level does not meet the edu-
cational needs of America’s students.
It fails to provide assistance to nearly
4 million children eligible for title I
services and 2 million children eligible
for afterschool services that enhance
student achievement.

For the many families that are try-
ing to send their children to college,
their proposal cuts aid for students to
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help pay for college. It freezes the max-
imum Pell grant award at $4,050 right
where it has been since 2003, while the
average tuition and fees at 4-year pub-
lic colleges have risen nearly $1,400. As
a parent with a child who will be at-
tending college in the next couple of
years, I understand firsthand the in-
creasing costs of tuition and the need
to provide assistance to those seeking
higher education

Some of the most egregious cuts in
the Republican budget adversely im-
pact the most vulnerable Americans.
The Republican proposal is largely con-
sistent with the President’s budget in
its effect on safety net programs such
as housing, child care, and nutrition
assistance. The President’s budget
eliminates over $100 million for the
commodity supplemental food program
which provides nutrient-rich food pack-
aging for low-income women, infants,
children, and senior citizens. The pro-
gram serves 420,000 elderly and 50,000
mothers and their children each
month.

The House Republican budget im-
poses even deeper cuts to these type of
programs than the President’s budget.
Like the President’s budget, the Re-
publican proposal freezes child care for
2007 at the 2006 level and cuts funding
for the following years. These are just
a few examples of the misplaced prior-
ities that this Republican-controlled
Congress has for our country and why
it is important to oppose these cuts.

I urge my colleagues to reject these
cuts and take action to begin an honest
dialogue to pass legislation that will
provide needed resources for the major-
ity of our Nation. It is time to pass a
budget that reflects America’s prior-
ities. Not the priorities of a divided
America, but the priorities of a united
America.

Mr. Speaker, I am convinced we can
do that. We can do that, and we can
have a balanced budget. It is about pri-
orities. It is about making the difficult
decisions that will allow us to pay
down this debt, to stop this deficit
spending. We can do it. We can do it by
beginning with one of the Blue Dog
proposals which requires our Nation to
have a balanced budget, something 49
States are required to do, something I
helped do as a State senator in Arkan-
sas for 10 years.

With that, I yield to my friend, Mr.
ScoTT from Georgia.

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Again, Mr.
RoOSs, we must repeat because it is very
important, we are here to do America’s
business. Every waking moment this
Congress should be preoccupied with
the three or four basic concerns that
are threatening the quality of life in
this country and very well threatening
our own security, our borders.

We have not heard enough of what we
are going to do to secure our borders.
We need to hear from this leadership,
and we are hearing it from Democrats.
I assure you, Democrats will control
our border. Democrats will put the
military on our borders.
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Let me tell you something, Mr. ROSS.
I worked for a while as a teacher, and
my favorite subject to teach as was
history because it taught you so much.
And one of the things that you look
back on history is that history teaches
us a couple of things. It teaches us that
if you forget your history, you are
doomed to repeat it. And if you forget
the bad parts of your history, they will
certainly reoccur.

We are at a very, very serious point
in our country of having a very, very
significant time of Kkeeping our
progress moving forward on each level
of security.

Let us first of all talk about this Na-
tion’s security. History shows us when
we look back and we evaluate how we
came about to formulate what is now
called the National Guard was a need
to do exactly what the National Guard
was set up to do, guard our Nation. The
first order of business to secure our
borders is, number one, to put in the
process of hiring and tripling the num-
ber of agents, putting forth the tech-
nical surveillance on our borders. But
until we can get up to speed on that,
we need to put our military strategy
on our borders and send a message.

We cannot take any more illegal im-
migrants coming into this country. It
threatens the country. Even our immi-
grants who are here are saying the
same thing. We can no longer not have
our borders secure because of the war
on terror.
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CNN is doing a wonderful report on
our borders, and I am not just talking
about the Mexican border. I am talking
about the Canadian border as well, and
if T am watching CNN and you are
watching CNN, and Anderson Cooper is
doing this wonderful special on CNN, I
hope people will watch it because it is
very revealing. I saw it this weekend.

It showed about this little area up in
Canada on the Canadian border some-
where north of Minnesota or something
where the border is so porous up there
that a guy comes in, goes into a little
shack, opens the shack, speaks into a
microphone, looks into a camera, and
says I am so and so, I am crossing the
border, thank you very much, and that
is it, for those who will stop.

I am scratching my head and I am
saying, in this time of terror, if I am
watching this, surely al Qaeda’s watch-
ing it. I am telling you, it is just a
matter of time before we get an attack
as a result of not checking our borders.

Some of our law enforcement people
who are working some of these borders
are saying that some of that may have
already happened. I am telling you, if
we do not check our borders, it is the
most significant thing you can do, and
you look at this budget and you show
me in this budget where there has any
priority or urgency to close down these
borders. This is why the American peo-
ple are upset. It is their security. It is
their way of life. It is what we fought
for. It is what generations have fought
for.
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America, it is on the verge of being
threatened out of existence. It has hap-
pened before. History is cluttered with
the bleached bones of many great past
civilizations who woke up too late to
respond. Go back, look at your history
books, look at Rome, look at the Otto-
man Empire, look at the Netherlands
particularly when it came to energy,
and to a degree Great Britain. All of
these powers lost because of those four
things: global overreach, and not tak-
ing care of home and their border;
dwindling resources at home; and the
third thing, you guessed it, debt in the
hands of foreign governments.

We are headed down that path, and
the American people are looking for us
to change that direction. That is what
my folks down in Georgia are saying.
That is what they want us to do, and
we have got to do it. That is why I am
so proud that we are here as Blue Dogs,
pointing the way, showing how we will
be fiscally responsible. Nobody can
take that away from us. There has
been nobody manning the watch,
watching this debt, long before it was
up to this level of priority than the
Blue Dog Coalition who have been at
the front, Democrats at the front of
the line, talking about financial re-
sponsibility and, foremost, paying
down this debt.

What a tragedy it is for this adminis-
tration, this Congress to just lark
along, borrowing all of this money,
putting this extraordinary tax increase
on the backs of our children and our
grandchildren, and America’s getting
this.

I was surprised this morning when I
was down there in my district in Cobb
County, and she mentioned those four
things. Iraq, I knew; immigration, I
knew, that is hot, that is heavy, oil
prices, that is heavy. But then she
says: And the debt. America is waking
up and understanding this debt situa-
tion is placing this country in a very
precarious position, and we have got to
change it and be responsible.

That is why it is important for us to
put in pay-as-you-go measures, meas-
ures we have been preaching about for
a long time. The American people are
ready for that because if we do not, we,
too, can go the way of so many of those
past civilizations who woke up too
late.

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
the gentleman from Georgia for joining
me this evening, and he is right. I am
concerned, as he is, about America’s se-
curity.

Some people will say, well, there has
not been another attack in America
since 9/11, and I submit to you that is
true and we have been real lucky. We
have been lucky. We have been lucky
because it is very clear that our border
is not secure with Mexico or Canada. It
is clear that while we take our shoes
off and we go through the metal detec-
tors at the airport and while our suit-
cases are X-rayed, the freight which
can take up as much as a quarter to
half of the belly of a plane continues to
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go unchecked. All the containers, for
the most part, coming into our ports
remain unchecked.

I submit to you that instead of hav-
ing a budget that is going to be debated
on this floor this week that calls for
$228 billion in tax cuts for folks earning
over $400,000 a year, let us invest in
America’s security. Let us make those
ports secure. Let us make our borders
secure. Let us check the freight on the
belly of those commercial airplanes.
Let us invest in America again.

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. This is ex-
actly right. America’s not crying out
here for tax cuts for the top 1 percent.
As a matter of fact, Bill Gates and sev-
eral others said we do not want it; Mr.
President, we do not need it. Those
farmers need it for the drought. Those
counties need it for the community
block grant programs that is a lifeline
of these counties. The children need it
for their student aid programs and
their loans, they need it. Firemen need
it. Our first responders need it, and we
need it to provide the incentives in
place to help with our patrol.

I want to mention because there was
so much we wanted to cover tonight,
but I cannot leave without saying this
one thing. It really points an example
of our lack of response, we have talked
about it, to the border security prob-
lem, but look at our lack of response
properly in this budget to our gas prob-
lem. Every basic issue that needs to be
responded to, American people know
we did not get to this point by just one
thing. Oil companies have a lot to do
with it, but their profits are not the
real reason.

The real reason is we have a serious
shortage because we are being held hos-
tage by most of the petroleum pro-
ducing countries and because we have
not planned properly with our refin-
eries and because we have not planned
properly with our automobiles and our
guzzlers, and even when we move to do
that, with one example, I just point out
to you, the hybrid cars. The one good
program that we could use would be
that.

There is nothing in the budget that
even approaches what we need to do to
give our American people true incen-
tives, serious tax incentives to pur-
chase hybrid cars, hybrid cars whose
engines are run on a combination of
electric batteries and gasoline. The
key to our success, as far as bringing
down these energy crises and stop mak-
ing us so dependent on these other
volatile Nations for our energy is to
lower our consumption of oil, and to
lower our consumption means we need
to go elsewhere to find the fuel mix to
do it. We can do it. We have got the
American know-how.

You take the hybrid engine. They
have got, what is it, $2,000 for the tax
credit now. It is going up to $3,400, but
then there is all kind of complications
in that make it so confounding that
dealing with it is for the first manufac-
turer to produce 60,000 cars, then it
goes down every quarter. It just gets so
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complex that the poor American people
do not even have a clear angle with
which to attack it and go out and pur-
chase the automobiles. We need to
clear that up.

We need to put in this budget that we
will give a 50 percent increase at least
on the tax incentives and make that a
going up scale so that we can get more
hybrid cars running. We need to go and
start giving incentives to farmers who
are producing corn and soybeans, cre-
ating a new industry with which to
produce ethanol, and mix that with our
gasoline to be able to carry our fuel
much like Bragzil is doing. We need to
enrich conservation programs to con-
serve our energy, and then, finally, we
have got to do all we can to get the
American people out of their auto-
mobiles, the commuter rail and with
mass transit.

But where is the will? Where is the
direction? Where is the encourage-
ment? Where is the inspiration to say
let us go, America, we can do it? That
is what the American people are wait-
ing on, and we have got to provide the
direction for them to do it. It is not
this budget, and that is why it is not
passing.

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
if you have any comments or concerns
or questions for us, you can e-mail us
at Dbluedog@mail.house.gov. That is
bluedog@mail.house.gov.

Next Tuesday night, Mr. Speaker, 1
will return to this House floor to talk
about the plight of our farm families
across this country, the disasters they
face this year ranging from droughts in
parts of the country to the needs in
other parts of the country, to the hur-
ricanes, a real concern among the Blue
Dog Coalition about the plight of the
family farmer. It is every bit as crit-
ical to our Nation’s security so that
our farm families can provide us with a
safe and secure source for food and
fiber. That is just as critical to us as
our energy sources are. We will be talk-
ing more about that on the floor next
Tuesday night.

———————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. CARDOZA (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today and the balance of
the week on account of a death in the
family.

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky (at the re-
quest of Mr. BOEHNER) for today on ac-
count of his wife’s surgery.

Mr. MURPHY (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today and May 10 on ac-
count of a death in the family.

Mr. OSBORNE (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today and until 5:00 p.m.
May 10 on account of business in the
district.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
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lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:
(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. LEE) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous

material:)
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. McDERMOTT, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. ETHERIDGE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. LEE, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. FITZPATRICK of Pennsyl-
vania) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. MCHENRY, for 5 minutes, May 10
and 11.

Mr. PoOE, for 5 minutes, today and
May 10 and 11.

Mr. DREIER, for 5 minutes, today and
May 10 and 11.

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota, for 5 min-
utes, May 10.

Mr. NORWOOD, for 5 minutes, May 11.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
today and May 10 and 11.

Mr. GUTKNECHT, for 5 minutes, May
10.

Mr. BILIRAKIS, for 5 minutes, May 10
and 16.

Mr. HUNTER, for 5 minutes, May 16.

Mr. BisHOP of Utah, for 5 minutes,
today and May 11.

Mr. DAvVIS of Kentucky, for 5 min-
utes, May 10.

Mr. GINGREY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BASS, for 5 minutes, May 11.

Mr. GILCHREST, for 5 minutes, May 10
and 11.

(The following Member (at her own
request) to revise and extend her re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, for 5 minutes,
today.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Mrs. Haas, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.J. Res. 83. Joint resolution to memori-
alize and honor the contribution of Chief
Justice William H. Rehnquist.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at midnight), the House ad-
journed until today, Wednesday, May
10, 2006, at 10 a.m.

—————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:
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7336. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a copy of the Department’s
“Country Reports on Terrorism: 2005, pur-
suant to 22 U.S.C. 2656f; to the Committee on
International Relations.

7337. A letter from the Deputy Director,
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting pursuant to the reporting require-
ments of Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export
Control Act, as amended, Transmittal No. 06-
29, concerning the Department of the Air
Force’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance to Japan for defense articles and
services; to the Committee on International
Relations.

7338. A letter from the Chairman, United
States Sentencing Commission, transmitting
a report of amendments to the sentencing
guidelines together with the reasons for
these amendments, pursuant to 28 U.S.C.
994(0); to the Committee on the Judiciary.

7339. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Safety Zone;
Headlands Beach State Park, Mentor, Ohio
[CGD09-05-105] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received
March 16, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

7340. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Safety Zone—Toledo,
OH, Maumee River [CGD09-05-106] (RIN: 1625-
AA00) received March 16, 2006, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

7341. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Erie
Bayfront Ground Breaking Fireworks,
Presque Isle Bay, Erie, PA [CGD09-05-107]
(RIN: 1625-AA00) received March 16, 2006, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

7342. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Cele-

brate Erie, Dobbins Landing, Erie, PA
[CGD09-05-109] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received
March 16, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.

801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

7343. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Carly’s
Crossing, Buffalo Outer Harbor, Buffalo, NY
[CGD09-05-110] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received
March 16, 2006, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

7344. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Menom-
inee Fireworks Display, Lake Michigan, Me-
nominee, MI [CGD09-05-111] (RIN: 1625-A A00)
received March 16, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

7345. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Cal-
umet-Saginaw River, Chicago, IL [CGD09-05-
116] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received March 16, 2006,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

7346. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Safety Zone;
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