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Defense, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for fiscal year 2007,
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———
SUBURBAN CAUCUS AGENDA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. KIRK) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the House and my colleague
from Georgia for arranging for this
time to talk about a new suburban
agenda for the country, one that ad-
dresses key issues before families in
America and reflects the new suburban
reality of the way we live our lives.

This Congress is well known for being
home to a Rural Caucus and an Urban
Affairs Caucus. But to date we have
never had a Suburban Caucus address-
ing the needs of suburban families. For
us at this time we should recognize not
how Americans lived in the 20th cen-
tury but how they live now in the 21st
century.

In the most recent election, over half
of all voters were from suburban fami-
lies, and suburban communities are
under attack. They are under attack
from gangs moving to the suburbs and
taking on suburban police depart-
ments. They are under attack from
Internet predators. Over 50,000 of them
online at any one time attempting to
contact our Kkids. We see a growing
wave, a disappearance of green and
open space that need to be protected.
And there is a general fear held by
three-quarters of the American public
that it may be more difficult for their
kids to enter the middle class than it
was for them.

Five dozen Members of Congress have
gathered together to put together a
suburban agenda to address these
needs. And one of those Members is
representing the Atlanta suburbs, Con-
gressman ToM PRICE, and a member of
Suburban Agenda Caucus, and I yield
to him.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I thank the
gentleman for yielding. I thank the
gentleman for his leadership. I appre-
ciate the leadership allowing us to
bring this agenda forward.

When I go home, I am often times
asked, How often do you get back? How
do you get that touchstone? How do
you make certain that you are staying
in touch with your district? And most
Members do go home every weekend
and that is important because it is im-
portant that we keep in touch with our
constituents and hear their views and
their concerns. Like most Members, I
g0 home every week, most of us go
home every weekend, to my district
which is the Sixth District of Georgia.
It is a wonderful place to represent. It
is the northern suburban Atlanta area.
It is kind of the quintessential subur-
ban district. It is full of active and pro-
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ductive families, patriotic Americans,
hardworking folks.

And when I am at home, yes, my con-
stituents are concerned about the war
on terror, and, yes, they are concerned
about the crisis of illegal immigration;
but, Mr. Speaker, they are also con-
cerned about school safety; and they
are also concerned about easing the dif-
ficulty of obtaining health care for
themselves and their family and their
parents. And they are also concerned
about increasing conservation of our
Nation’s resources, and they are also
concerned about being able to afford a
college education for their children. So
tonight I am honored to join the gen-
tleman from Illinois. I appreciate his
leadership in this area, for what has
been coined the Suburban Agenda.

I am pleased to support this agenda
and this activity. I look forward to as-
sisting the gentleman from Illinois and
others in shepherding this legislation
through the House. I am so honored to
work with him in this endeavor. I look
forward to the discussion this evening.

Mr. KIRK. I thank the gentleman.

One of the critical problems we have
is from powerful social networking
sites like MySpace.com and other sites
that have given online predators pow-
erful tools to reach children. Our lead-
er, the author of the Delete Online
Predators Act, is a Congressman from
Pennsylvania, MIKE FITZPATRICK and I
want to yield to him.

Mr. FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I am proud to join my
colleagues tonight as we unveil the
Suburban Caucus’ agenda for America.
Tonight we bring to the House floor
strong forward-looking legislation that
would help America’s families in some
of the fastest growing areas of our
country.

I, along with our fellow caucus mem-
bers, understand the issues that subur-
ban families face each day because
each one of us lives in the suburbs. I
grew up in a place called Levittown,
Pennsylvania, which sits just a few
miles north of Philadelphia. The ma-
jority of my district is situated only 2
hours from New York City. My district
borders the Delaware River right
across from Trenton, New Jersey, and I
am proud to represent neighborhoods
in Northeast Philadelphia.

These are all suburban areas, places
removed from cities, but impacted by
them on a daily basis. The suburbs
have held a sentimental sway in Amer-
ica since the fifties. Thousands of my
constituents have migrated away from
New York and Philadelphia to live in
my district in search of a change of
pace, the purchase of a new home, more
space to raise a family, a new economic
opportunity. However, increased urban-
ization has blurred the line between
city and suburb, creating new chal-
lenges that were unheard of only a dec-
ade before.

My constituents, like millions of
other suburbanites, face transportation
challenges, threats from increased
crime, environmental concerns, finan-
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cial worries, and concern over the state
of their children’s education. In many
ways they share the same concerns
their neighboring cities have, and
those concerns need to be met with at-
tention from Congress.

The Suburban Caucus is dedicated to
addressing these issues, and I am proud
to be a member of the caucus and to
take part in tonight’s discussion.

Mr. Speaker, my most important job
is my role as a father of six children. In
a world that moves and changes at a
dizzying pace, being a father gets hard-
er all the time. Technology is one of
the key concerns I have as a parent,
specifically the Internet and the sites
my kids visit, register with, and use on
a daily basis.

The Internet is a wonderful inven-
tion. It has opened a window to the
world right in our homes. However,
with the limitless possibilities that
window offers, we must be mindful of
what we view and let into our homes.
One of the most interest and worrying
development of late has been the
growth in what are called ‘‘social net-
working sites.” We have all heard of
them in one way or another. Sites like
MySpace, Friendster, and Face Book
have literally exploded in popularity in
just a few short years. MySpace alone
has just over 76 million users and ranks
as the sixth most popular English lan-
guage Web site and the eighth most
popular site in the world. Everyone can
use these sites. Companies and col-
leges, teachers and students, young and
old all make use of networking sites to
connect with people electronically, to
share pictures, information, course
work, and common interests. These
sites have torn down the geographical
divide that once prevented long dis-
tance social relationships from form-
ing, allowing instant communication
and connections to take place and a
virtual second life to take hold.

For adults, these sites are fairly be-
nign. For children, they open the door
to many dangers, including online bul-
lying and exposure to child predators
that have turned the Internet into a
virtual hunting ground for children.

Mr. Speaker, the dangers our chil-
dren are exposed to by these sites are
clear and compelling. A Department of
Justice survey found that one in five
children have received an unwanted
sexual solicitation from online inter-
ests in the past year alone. Mr. Speak-
er, one in five children.

The FBI reports that child pornog-
raphy cases have increased more than
2,000 percent over the past decade. And
MySpace, which is self-regulated, has
removed an estimated 200,00 objection-
able profiles since it started in 2003.
Look closely at local and national
news stories and you will see a trou-
bling increase in cases of child sexual
assault where sites like MySpace and
Friendster were a key component in
the crime.

That is why just this evening I intro-
duced the Deleting Online Predators
Act, H.R. 5319, as part of the Suburban
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Caucus agenda. Parents have the abil-
ity to screen their children’s Internet
access at home, but this protection
ends when their child leaves for school
or for the library. The Deleting Online
Predators Act requires schools and li-
braries to monitor the Internet activi-
ties and implement technology to pro-
tect children from accessing commer-
cial networking sites like
MySpace.com; and chat rooms which
allow children to be preyed upon by in-
dividuals seeking to do harm to our
children; and visual depictions that are
obscene or child pornography.

Additionally, the legislation would
require the Federal Trade Commission
to design and publish a unique Web site
to serve as a clearinghouse and re-
source for parents, teachers, and chil-
dren for information on the dangers of
surfing the Internet. The Web site
would include detailed information
about commercial networking sites
like MySpace. The FTC would also be
responsible for issuing consumer alerts
to parents, teachers, school officials,
and others regarding the potential dan-
gers of Internet child predators and
others and their ability to contact chil-
dren through MySpace.com and other
social networking sites.

In addition, the bill would require
the Federal Communication Commis-
sion to establish an advisory board to
review and report commercial social
networking sites like MySpace.com
and chat rooms that have shown to
allow sexual predators easy access to
personal information of and contact
with our Nation’s children.

Make no mistake, our children on the
Internet are at risk. Predators will
look for any way to talk to children
online, whether through sites like
MySpace, instant messaging, or even
online games. The best defense against
these people is to educate parents and
children of the dangers that come
along with the Internet and by pro-
tecting our children during the school
day. There may be no one silver bullet
solution to this problem, Mr. Speaker,
but this legislation takes a strong step
forward in deleting the presence of
child predators online.

It is a step that must be taken and an
action that families across the Nation
expect and deserve from their United
States Congress.

Mr. KIRK. I thank the gentleman
who has become the leader on pro-
tecting kids from these new powerful
tools online.

Suburban families have told us con-
sistently that they want congressional
action on education, health care, con-
servation and the economy; and one of
our big reforms in the area of health
care is accelerating health care infor-
mation technology. I yield to my col-
league from Georgia to talk about that
major piece of legislation.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I thank the
gentleman from Illinois once again for
his leadership and for yielding on this
issue.

As you mentioned, right below those
top button issues for folks all across
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this Nation, but especially in the sub-
urban area, if you ask them what is im-
portant to them, education and health
care are truly right there. They are
concerned about being able to have ac-
cess to health care. They are concerned
about being able to afford health care.
They are concerned about health care
for their parents, and they are con-
cerned about the accuracy of the
records that are kept regarding health
care and the portability, moving those
records around.

As a physician, I practiced medicine
for over 20 years; and so many things
have changed in medicine, the different
medications that we use, the different
surgical procedures that we perform.
The vast majority of those were not
around 20 years ago, but what is around
still, not just from 20 years ago but
from 40 years ago and 60 years ago is
the paper record of one’s health care.
Most of us go into the doctor and the
paper chart shuffles through the office.
That was not all bad in that time, but
today we can cut down on the errors in
health care. We can cut down on the
cost of health care. We can improve
health care access to folks, to go from
a primary care physician to a special
physician by the use of health informa-
tion technology.

Our colleague, NANCY JOHNSON from
Connecticut, is introducing, along with
the Suburban Caucus, the Health Infor-
mation Technology Promotion Act. It
will result in a remarkable incentive to
fully promote electronic medical
records that will cut the costs and re-
duce medical errors by over 80 percent
is what the statistics will tell you. Ci-
vilian patient records in New Orleans
were wiped out. One of the things that
made it so was that there was not the
portability of health care for those in-
dividuals. But the electronic records
for veterans were fully protected and
available at any VA hospital.

This is just a case in point for how
much advantage we could gain as a Na-
tion having health records available in
an electronic form. Over 60 percent of
Americans support this, and it is im-
perative that we move in this direction
for safety reasons, for access reasons,
and for ease of availability of health
care for all citizens across this Nation,
and especially in our suburban areas.

So I look forward again to working
with my colleague from Illinois and all
members of the Suburban Caucus and
the House to promote these positive,
positive agenda items in the area of
health and elsewhere.
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Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman. We saw a dramatic testa-
ment to the value of fully electronic
medical records when Hurricane
Katrina hit New Orleans. The many ci-
vilian hospitals had not yet upgraded
to fully electronic medical records, and
their record rooms were flooded out.
Many of those patients then lost their
medical histories, but the veterans in
New Orleans did not have that prob-
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lem. Their records were already fully
digitized, and so a veteran reporting to
a VA hospital in Houston or in Baton
Rouge had their complete medical his-
tory protected.

That is one key issue in the suburban
agenda, but another is protecting kids
from predators, especially in schools.
We heard of the great tragedy of Jes-
sica Lunsford, an example of inad-
equate screening for people who come
in contact with kids, and one of our ex-
perts on this field is my colleague from
the State of Florida, and I yield to her.

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, thank you very
much. First of all, I apologize. I have a
little bit of laryngitis here, but I want-
ed to join you to express my support
for the suburban agenda. You have
done a great job, and I know I heard
Dr. PRICE say that he goes home every
weekend, as most of us do.

My district in Florida, the largest
city I have is all of 21,000. I have a lot
of suburban areas and areas that we
call unincorporated areas, and the sub-
urban agenda clearly is one that my
constituents who are not city folk,
maybe they used to be but they are not
anymore, can really relate to. One of
the concepts clearly is protecting our
children. Whether it is a grandmother
who lives in Florida or whether it is a
young family that lives in Florida,
they all want to make sure that chil-
dren are protected.

February 23 marked the 1-year anni-
versary of Jessica Lunsford’s death.
Her dad, Mark, and her grandparents,
Archie and Ruth Lunsford, live in Cit-
rus County in my district. I actually
lived less than 5 miles from Jessica at
the time that she was murdered.

If she were still with us today, she
would have been in the fifth grade,
learning about decimals and fractions,
the solar system and certainly Amer-
ican government. Instead, her life was
taken by a sex offender who kidnapped,
assaulted, and murdered her and then
buried her in his backyard. This trag-
edy all of America grieved for.

The irony of it is that the perpe-
trator actually worked at her school.
He was hired by a company that was
doing some construction work at her
school.

Congressman PORTER introduced the
School Safety Acquiring Faculty Ex-
cellence Act, which would permit
school districts to access FBI criminal
data before hiring new employees.

My bill, the Jessica Lunsford Act, re-
quires offenders to wear ankle moni-
toring devices if they fail to report
when they move from area to area. In
addition to the current fines and jail
time under the Jessica Lunsford Act,
offenders would have to wear the GPS
monitoring device for 5 years and pred-
ators for 10 years.

Probation officers right now are not
provided with notification of a proba-
tioner’s sex offender status from a pre-
vious crime. My legislation requires
that that record be given to the proba-
tion officer. I am sure, Mr. Speaker,
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that if the probation officer knew of
this record that he never ever would
have allowed the predator to work in
that school.

We need to make sure that we have
this information out there and avail-
able; and, certainly, protecting our
children from those who would do them
harm, those who really are the lowest
of our society, is so very, very nec-
essary; and I know that all of the mem-
bers of the Suburban Caucus are very,
very supportive of protecting our chil-
dren.

Like Dr. PRICE and many of you all
here tonight, I, too, go home every
weekend. People are surprised to see
me, but I tell them that I do not ever
want to start thinking like the Belt-
way mentality up here. For that rea-
son, I was delighted to participate and
was a bit encouraged that the Senate
passed a version of the bill that we
passed here, actually that we passed to
protect children. Whether there is a
conference committee or whether it is
just something that is worked out be-
tween the two chairmen of the Judici-
ary Committees, the Senate chairman
and our chairman here, certainly re-
mains to be seen. But let us make no
mistake: we want to make sure that we
protect our children.

I am so glad that you have included
that issue in this suburban agenda. My
hat is off to you, and I am sure that all
of the suburban areas that we rep-
resent and yours will be very, very
happy that we have taken these issues
on.

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman who lost Jessica
Lunsford in her own district.

Our leader on this issue is Congress-
man JON PORTER from Nevada, the au-
thor of the School Safety Acquiring
Faculty Excellence Act, and I want to
yield to him.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank my colleague and friend from II-
linois (Mr. KIRK) for bringing us to to-
gether as a caucus that is focused on, I
think, issues that are impacting a lot
of moms and dads across this country,
especially in a part of the country, sub-
urbia, where a lot of these folks are
busy taking their kids to school, get-
ting off to work and do not necessarily
have a lot of time to show up for con-
gressional hearings.

If we look back through the history,
our leadership has been very sup-
portive. I appreciate Mr. HASTERT and
Mr. BOEHNER for allowing us this time
tonight on these key issues.

If we look back in time, about 40-
some years ago, when I was a young
man in a small Catholic grade school in
the Midwest, in the community of
Humbolt, Ohio, a number of challenges
for teachers and challenges for parents
and students had a lot to do with
spitwads. Maybe showing up on time
for class, making sure we are on time
and making sure we got good grades, of
course, was a priority; but think how
things have changed. In those days, in
my little Catholic grade school, we
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could not wear blue jeans with rivets
because we were afraid we would
scratch the desks.

Let us fast forward today into sub-
urbia. Today, we have children in the
classroom that are trying to deal with
drive-by shooting drills. They have
drive-by shooting drills in certain
schools across the country. We have
children that need our special help
more than ever, with an environment
that is ever-changing, and it is not
about rivets and blue jeans. It is about
worrying about the Internet, worrying
about predators, worrying about preda-
tors that stalk our students, that hang
around the playgrounds.

If you look at suburbia and inner city
and communities around the country,
if you look at police files, you will see
that on maps they put dots and marks
where sexual predators live and they
frequent schools and hang around
classrooms and hang around the ball
fields.

Well, being a parent myself, and hav-
ing two children that graduated from
the public school system in the com-
munity of Nevada and southern Ne-
vada, I trust that when our schools
open and when our schools hire teach-
ers, that they are going to have the
best tools available to screen teachers,
to make sure that we hire the best and
the brightest to take care of our chil-
dren.

We are very fortunate that the bulk
of all of our teachers across this coun-
try are absolutely some of the finest.
They care about their children, they
care about the school, and they care
about educating our precious resource,
that is, our kids.

I cannot imagine the pain of a parent
or a child that has been molested or
taken advantage of by a teacher or a
faculty member at a school somewhere
across the country. We pick up the
paper every day, and there is a story
about someone that slipped through
the system, a teacher or a faculty
member somewhere that has applied
and has found a job and is employed
with our children and teaching our
children. I will be honest with you, I
cannot imagine the pain if my child or
a friend of mine’s child was molested or
assaulted.

In the late 1990s, 1998, this Congress
in its wisdom passed legislation to
allow for complete background checks
on teachers. That was in 1998. Unfortu-
nately, as we fast forward, that bill
which was to provide, again, complete
knowledge, complete background
checks to make sure that our teachers
are safe, to date, to 2006, only 26 States
are able to use the law that we passed
in 1998. Again, that law was passed as a
reason to make sure our principals, our
administrators have the right tools to
check the backgrounds of teachers.
Like I said, fortunately, 26 States
today are using it; 24 are not. So al-
most half are not using this tool that
is available.

We use Nevada as an example. Clark
County School District in southern Ne-
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vada hires around 2,000 new teachers a
year, another 3,000 or 4,000 faculty
members, close to 6,000, 7,000 people a
year. You go across the State, you look
at our growth, we are one of the fastest
growing States in the country. We need
to build 2% new schools each month.
We also need about 2,500 new teachers,
but we have run into some problems.

Unfortunately, since 1998 only 26
States are using the background check
that is available due to constitutional
challenges within their States, due to
bureaucratic challenges in  their
States. We want to make sure in Ne-
vada that when we check the back-
ground of a teacher that we have the
most up-to-date, up-to-the-minute in-
formation without barriers.

Well, again, unfortunately, that tool
has not been available to all the
States. So I proposed legislation, and it
is H.R. 4894, the School Safety Acquir-
ing Faculty Excellence Act, and what
it does is allows every State to have
access to information, both Federal
and State information, on criminal
background checks on teachers. Again,
unfortunately, some of the States that
we checked with, and we are trying to
hire new teachers, due to different rea-
sons are not able to provide the infor-
mation that we need. So I encourage
that we pass H.R. 4894.

It does a couple of things. One, it
gives the tools to all the States to
check backgrounds through the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, through
all that information so they can feel
comfortable that they are getting the
latest up-to-date information. Number
two, it streamlines the process. Some
States now, although they are doing
background checks, it could take
weeks or months to get information on
hiring a new teacher.

So the bill really does two things. It
provides immediate access so there are
fewer barriers so our administrators
can have the proper information to
make sure our students are safe, and it
provides for those States that cannot
currently follow the act of 1998 to gath-
er that information.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate this oppor-
tunity. There is no more precious re-
source than our children. We want to
make sure that our parents, our admin-
istrators and our teachers and, most
certainly, our children have the best
available to them through the teachers
that we are hiring; and with that,
again, I appreciate the time.

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Nevada because he is
the author of the lead bill of the subur-
ban agenda, and that will be coming up
shortly in the Congress here.

We know that, for example, in the
State of Michigan, schools unwittingly
hired 2,500 people convicted of sexual
assault, murder and other felonies, ex-
actly because these predators fell be-
tween the cracks of the various State
registries which have been established
and were not brought together in a sin-
gle Federal register.
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One of the great problems that we
have is also the emergence of inter-
national drug gangs moving into subur-
ban communities. There are over
800,000 members of drug gangs now in
America. It would be the seventh larg-
est army in the world, and we need ac-
tion to make sure that these gangs,
sometimes suppressed inside large
urban cores by capable police depart-
ments like the Chicago Police Depart-
ment, are now moving into the sub-
urbs. This is a phenomenon that we are
not immune to in Chicagoland. It is
happening all over the country, and I
yield to my colleague from Atlanta to
talk about the law enforcement situa-
tion that they face with gangs in that
community.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my colleague for yielding. I tell
you, one of the things that excites me
so about this suburban agenda is that
it addresses real issues of real people,
in real life, in real-time. Oftentimes,
we deal with issues and they seem Kkind
of out there. They are far away, and
they are issues that are difficult to get
your arms around; but I tell you, in my
community, the issue of gangs and
gang violence has reared its head.
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When we have neighborhood meet-
ings or you get together with PTA
groups and you talk about this, folks
just shake their head. They say, It
doesn’t make any sense. How can this
be going on?

That is why I am so excited about
the suburban agenda because what it
does is bring issues that people are
talking about every single day in our
districts back at home and saying, Why
can’t we do something about that?
That is what Congressman REICHERT
has brought forward. H.R. 5291 is the
Gang Elimination Act of 2006.

Will it eliminate gangs? No, but it
will go a long, long way because what
it does is charge the Attorney General
with identifying those gangs that are
the most egregious, that are the most
violent, that are the most threatening
to our communities all across this Na-
tion, a lot of suburban areas, but all
across this Nation and says, Let’s get a
strategy down to make certain that we
address these and start knocking these
gangs down, start making it so that
these gangs are not able to function in
the way that they are able to function
right now and not able to threaten our
families and our children.

Mr. KIRK. One of the critical prob-
lems we have, we have heard of gangs
like the Latin Kings and the Vice
Lords and the Gangster Disciples, but
we have a new gang emerging called
MS-13 that may have reported, we
don’t know, links to international ter-
ror groups coming out of drug activity
south of the border that seem to have
no compunction with killing police of-
ficers, both on the West and East
coasts. This is not just a threat to kids
in school, it is a homeland defense
issue.
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Mr. PRICE of Georgia. You are abso-
lutely right. Apparently, so many of
these gangs have a rite of passage that
they institute for their members. That
rite of passage is often very violent.
Sometimes it is the murder of a mem-
ber of the police force or a member of
the community.

And so this again is real-time issues,
real issues that face our communities
all across this Nation each day. I am
proud again to stand with my col-
leagues here and I am so proud of Con-
gressman REICHERT for his leadership
on this issue. We look forward to hav-
ing it passed.

Mr. KIRK. We all know DAVE
REICHERT from Washington, who was
the national hero who tracked down
the Green River killer and is someone
who understands well law enforcement
challenges east of the Cascades in Se-
attle.

One of the big issues we are also deal-
ing with is a fear among families in
America that it may be more difficult
for their children to reach the middle
class than it was for them. Another
key item of the suburban agenda would
establish 401-kids, a tax-deferred sav-
ings account for each child.

I want to yield to my colleague who
shares Florida with the author of that
legislation, CLAY SHAW.

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. I thank the gentleman for yield-
ing.

CLAY SHAW has introduced a bill
called 401-kids. What it does is it gives
young families the opportunity to save
for college for the education expenses
of their children tax-free. It is an aw-
fully good idea and one that many,
many people are looking forward to
taking advantage of.

You know, when children are first
born, you tend to think, Oh, it’s going
to be so long, but as those of us whose
children have grown now, the time does
fly by. So the best way to save, cer-
tainly whether it is a parent or a
grandparent, is by using a system simi-
lar to that which many working people
use, a 401(k) program.

Mr. Shaw’s bill is one that allows you
to set aside money tax-free so it can
grow, so it can help to pay for the edu-
cation of our children. And it is one
that I have heard a lot of support for in
my district. We want to make sure
that not only parents, but grand-
parents also can participate in setting
aside some money for the future edu-
cation of the generation who will be in
college 18 years from now, or sooner.

One of the things that I wanted to
also comment on, if you would allow
me, is if you put in the word ‘‘gangs’
and your State into a search engine, it
is absolutely astonishing. Coming from
Florida, people may think that AARP
is the only gang in town. I can assure
you that it is not. When we put this in-
formation in, we got three-and-a-half
pages of gangs that were listed. This is
a problem for local law enforcement.

Yesterday, I actually spoke to a man
whose son was Kkilled by a gang in
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Pasco County. I assured him, and he
hasn’t heard anything from law en-
forcement, this happened within the
last month, that law enforcement is
not sitting by idly. Certainly they are
involved with it, because it also goes
over into the hate crimes area. And the
sheriff and the FBI were all involved in
this.

Unfortunately, these gangs have no
morals, they have no respect for life,
and they are taking the lives and ter-
rorizing many, many communities.
That is an area that the Suburban Cau-
cus is also focusing on and one that is
very, very long overdue.

As I say, if you put in your State and
the word ‘‘gangs,” you would be abso-
lutely amazed. Who would have
thought that this would happen in
Florida?

Mr. KIRK. I thank the gentlelady.

We have seen a number of gangs
morph from the view that we had of
them in the 1950s coming out of car-
toon images like West Side Story of
the Jets and the Sharks, a group of
local toughs that no longer exist.
These gangs are all connected to inter-
national drug cartels, many times hav-
ing weapons and contacts far exceeding
local law enforcement, especially sub-
urban law enforcement.

And now the view that they have is
that they merely need to move outside
of cities where they take on smaller
police departments or high school offi-
cials and security officials that are not
well experienced with these groups to
continue their operations.

Congressman Reichert’s Gang Elimi-
nation Act of 2006 makes common
sense. It simply says to the Attorney
General, identify the top three na-
tional drug threat gangs and put for-
ward a plan to the Congress to take
them down within 4 years. It sets an
example of those gangs that if you rep-
resent a near and present danger to
kids and to the homeland security of
the United States, that the U.S. Gov-
ernment is going to take effective ac-
tion.

The suburban agenda is very much
about the security of families from
gang violence. It is also about financial
security. It is building a nest egg for
each child with 401-kids family savings
accounts. The Congress should build
success upon success. The creation of
the 401(k) program transformed the
culture of the country to promote
much greater savings and investment
for people’s retirement. In 2001, the
Congress created 529 college savings
plans, and over 7 million Americans
have saved over $75 billion in these ac-
counts.

The 401-kids accounts expands the
tax-free savings for each child’s college
education to also allow the first-time
purchase of a home. This is something
that much more greatly ensures access
of our children into the middle class.
That opportunity is not just to build a
nest egg for the child, it also gives an
opportunity for each parent to sit down
with that child and review how their
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account is being built, what is the dif-
ference between a stock and a bond and
a regular savings account, how they
did this year, to build a culture of sav-
ings and investment for the rest of the
child’s life.

I yield to my colleague from Georgia.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Thank you so
much. So much of what you have just
said makes sense. You talked about
common sense. We could call this sub-
urban agenda the common-sense agen-
da really, because when moms and dads
sit at home and they try to figure out
how to take care of their health or
their child’s safety or their child’s col-
lege education, they want to know
whether or not they are going to be
able to make that happen. One of the
ways to do that is obviously through
increased savings.

When Congress finds something that
works, we ought to do it, we ought to
do more of it, especially when it results
in greater savings and greater pros-
perity for so many individuals across
our land. So with the success of retire-
ment security and the 401(k) plans and
the success of the 529 plans that you
mentioned, we ought to build on that
success.

That is exactly what the 401-kids
family savings account does. I think it
is important. Education really is a key
to advancing in society.

But a college education isn’t right
for every single person. What the 401-
kids family savings account recognizes
is that that money may be best used
for purchasing a first home, or for
starting a new business for a child or
with a child. That is expanding the suc-
cess that we have had with the 529
plans, common-sense kinds of solutions
that I think will be embraced by this
entire House and, frankly, by all of
America.

Mr. KIRK. I would say that we wel-
come Republicans, Democrats, every-
one, to join this agenda, because while
this is popular, while people want this
to happen, it hasn’t happened yet. This
is an incomplete agenda, where we
have not set a national strategy to
eliminate gangs; we have not estab-
lished 401-kids programs; we have not
interlinked the Federal databases on
sexual predators; we have not taken
sufficient action on social networking
sites like myspace.com to protect kids.

All of this, then, builds up to a set of
unfinished work which the Congress
should now finish in order to protect
the lives of Americans.

One of the other issues that we hear
about very often from suburban fami-
lies is that we need to take greater ac-
tion for conservation, that we support
the national park system, we want it
to be healthy and we want it to grow,
but we also want to protect green and
open space right near home. Without
action by the Federal and State gov-
ernments, there might come a day
when we would drive to work or school
and see an unending series of strip
malls and no green or open space taken
to protect the environment in our local
communities.
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The suburban agenda also contains
two pieces of legislation, one by JIM
GERLACH and the other by MIKE
FITZPATRICK, both of Pennsylvania,
that encourages donations of open
space for conservation purposes and
also protects farmland from being gob-
bled up in suburban communities. I
think it is critical that we embrace a
future in this country of rapidly ex-
panding suburban communities in
which families 10 and 20 years from
now also see green and open space and
that they do not let inaction by the
government or a climate which does
not encourage the donation of these
areas, to let these key properties go.

I yield to my colleague from Georgia.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

You are absolutely right. As the sub-
urban areas expand, they often eat up
the green land and the open space that
is available. Before you know it, there
is not enough parkland or open space
that is left. And you can’t get it back.
It doesn’t come back.

I, like so many of my colleagues here
in Congress, had the privilege of serv-
ing in the State legislature. One of the
bills that I was so very proud of in the
State legislature in Georgia was called
the Green Space bill. What it does is
provide State resources to set aside on
future developments a certain percent-
age of land for open space, green space.

I am so proud and privileged to be
able to join my colleagues here in the
Suburban Caucus and my two col-
leagues from Pennsylvania, Mr. GER-
LACH and Mr. FITZPATRICK, for pro-
moting these bills that will provide en-
couragement for the purchase of con-
servation easements, as it does with
Mr. GERLACH’s bill, and increase tax
easements to encourage charitable con-
tributions of real property for con-
servation and open space purposes,
which is Mr. FITZPATRICK’s bill.

These are common-sense solutions.
They are not mandates. They aren’t re-
quirements. They aren’t the heavy
hand of the law. But what they are are
conservative principles being used for
conservation.

I am so pleased to be able to stand
with my colleagues and support these
positive steps forward.

Mr. KIRK. I thank the gentleman.

It was decisive action of this kind
that saved the Wagner Farm in Glen-
view, Illinois. We still celebrate the
cows in that suburban community, now
intensely built up, but because of fore-
sighted action by the local community,
that farm was preserved and it is help-
ing educate a number of kids in the
area about different ways to live and to
preserve green space in their commu-
nity.

I want to speak for a second about
another bill, a bill that is later on in
the suburban agenda that defends the
rights of teachers to be able to search
a child to make sure that their class-
room is gun and drug free.

A number of us, me included, hesi-
tated seeing a child using our training
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and our instinct as teachers, knowing
that we probably have an issue with a
child, but under Federal law and cur-
rent Supreme Court decisions, we have
to show a specific suspicion toward
that child before we can execute a
search of their book bag, their clothes
or their locker.

I think that the country is ready to
trust teachers, especially people that
are long-experienced, certified, full-
time teachers, to use their intuition
and experience to defend a funda-
mental value, which is that Americans
have a right to a safe and drug-free
school and that the teachers and the
administrators in that school know
best how to appreciate danger and han-
dle it immediately.
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I recently talked with two teachers
at Stevenson High School in Lincoln-
shire, Illinois, where they said that
they knew the children, where they
had a problem of a weapon potentially
coming into the school, but they hesi-
tated. They hesitated because many
families in the neighborhood were law-
yers, and they would worry about a big
lawsuit and jeopardizing their jobs.
That hesitation so far in Lincolnshire,
Illinois, has not led to a tragedy.

But we have seen other tragedies,
like at Columbine High School or in
my own district in Winnetka, Illinois,
where Laurie Dann led an attack
against school kids with a gun.

Defending the rights of teachers to
ensure the safety of their classroom is
what the Teacher Safety Act is all
about from Congressman GEOFF DAVIS,
and I think this once again represents
commonsense action.

Why do we need to take Federal ac-
tion on what should be a local issue?
Because the Federal courts have con-
tinually ruled on this issue, and it is
only by action of the Federal legisla-
ture that we can define the rights of
teachers to protect their classroom.

I yield to my colleague from Georgia.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Thank you so
much. This is another one of those
items, as you mention, it is just com-
mon sense. When moms and dads at
home wonder why their kids are sub-
jected to the kinds of threats that they
are at school, when a teacher stepping
in at an appropriate time could have
solved that problem, it just doesn’t
make any sense to them.

And you mention why it needs to be
done at the Federal level. When indi-
viduals have access to Federal courts
for these kinds of issues, then it is im-
perative that Congress step in and act
because the threat of liability of a
teacher ought not get in the way of the
safety of our children.

When you and I were going to school,
our parents would say, look, I don’t
care what you do, but you ought not
upset the teacher. The teacher is right.
The teacher is, in essence, your parent
while at school, in loco parentis. I am
not an attorney, but what that means
is that the teacher can act as the par-
ent while the child is at school. When
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the child is at home, the parent cer-
tainly is able to search the child. So
that ought to be the case at school as
well. And it is important because of the
day and time that we live in. Our chil-
dren are subjected to risks that you
and I never dreamed about, and so it is
imperative that adults that are on the
scene, the teachers in the classroom,
administrators in the school, be trust-
ed to make the right decisions in these
areas and not be exposed to liability,
not have to think in the back of their
mind, if I do that, will I get sued.
That’s just foolishness, and it threat-
ens our children.

So I am proud once again that you
brought that forward.

Mr. KIRK. What we want is to give a
message to the country’s teachers that
when it comes to an issue of the safety
and security of kids in the classroom,
do not hesitate. Do not worry about
some impending lawsuit. Make sure
that your classroom is secure. We are
going to trust your judgement as a cer-
tified teacher, as a full-time employee
of the school, to make that call and to
make sure the classroom is secure.

When you look at all of this, we
know that the House has long been a
forum for issues on rural issues, and
those are very important issues. We
have also been a forum for issues on
urban communities, and those are vital
to the future of the country.

But there is a reality in the 21st cen-
tury and it is that Americans, a major-
ity of them, live in suburbs. Suburban
families face a number of critical prob-
lems. There are drug gangs moving
into suburbs that are seeking to take
on suburban law enforcement commu-
nities that do not have the experience
of big-city departments.

There are thousands of online preda-
tors who are trying to contact our kids
using powerful engines like
MySpace.com.

We are watching as green and open
space disappear in the suburbs. And
millions of Americans worry that it
may be tougher for their children to
enter the middle class than it was for
us.

Suburban families are under attack,
and they need a voice in the Congress;
and that is why this agenda is coming
forward.

These are critical issues in my dis-
trict of Libertyville, Illinois. They rep-
resent commonsense, practical, grass-
roots solutions coming from the com-
munities to the Congress in a way that
we welcome Republicans and Demo-
crats coming together to move this
agenda forward.

We will be outlining all of this in de-
tail tomorrow: a School Safety Acquir-
ing Faculty Excellence Act, which
helps us screen and make sure that ev-
eryone coming into contact with kids
is safe and appropriate; a Delete On-
Line Predators Act to make sure that
these powerful search engines are not
put in the service of online predators; a
Gang Elimination Act, making the
commonsense step forward of identi-
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fying the top gangs that are a threat to
kids and the Homeland Security of the
country and to take them down; a
Health Information Technology Pro-
motion Act to accelerate high tech-
nology, health information technology
to make sure that your medical record,
when appropriately available, is appro-
priate to every doctor that you see and
is in a survivable form in case there is
a fire or other catastrophe. And, last, a
401-Kids Tax Deferred Savings Account
to have more guaranteed access of chil-
dren, not just in the suburbs, but also
in cities and in rural communities into
the middle class with tax deferred sav-
ings from the day a child is born.

I yield to my colleague from Georgia
to wrap up.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I thank you so
much for yielding and for your leader-
ship on this issue. I want to also thank
once again our leadership, the Speaker
and majority leader, majority whip,
conference Chair, for allowing us to
share with the House and with the
American people tonight this exciting,
commonsense suburban agenda. And
it’s not just for the suburban area, but
the problems and challenges that we
have in suburban America oftentimes
precede those that we see elsewhere.
And so it is so very important that we
move this forward, the commonsense
suburban agenda.

As I mentioned before, folks in our
districts are concerned about all the
big issues, the huge issues, the war on
terror, the crisis of illegal immigra-
tion; but they are also concerned about
the issues of school safety. They are
also concerned about the issues of
making certain that their children are
safe when they go on the Internet.
They are also concerned about the im-
portance of having private personal
medical records and the ease of being
able to take them from one doctor to
another. They are terribly concerned
about making certain that we preserve
our Nation’s open space and green
space. And they are concerned about
the ability that they have to assist
their children in succeeding, whether it
be through starting a business or pro-
viding a college education for them.

So I commend the gentleman from I1-
linois so highly for his leadership on
this issue. He has been a champion for
the entire length of time, short time,
that I have been in the United States
Congress. It is a privilege to stand with
you this evening, and I look forward to
shepherding with you these issues
through the United States House and
Congress.

Mr. KIRK. I thank the gentleman.
Tomorrow, then, five dozen Members of
Congress come together to unveil the
suburban agenda, many of these pieces
of legislation already with bipartisan
support, and it represents common-
sense solutions addressing real issues
before the country, important issues
for all families, and it represents a
critical agenda of key items of legisla-
tion addressing problems before Amer-
ican families that can be done in this
session of Congress.
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CONGRESSIONAL ASIAN PACIFIC
CAUCUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. ING-
LIS of South Carolina). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
4, 2005, the gentleman from California
(Mr. HONDA) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to recognize the gentleman from
Texas, Congressman AL GREEN.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to celebrate the contributions
of the Asian Pacific Islander American
community and to celebrate Asian Pa-
cific American Heritage Month.

I also want to take this opportunity
to thank and commend my good friend
from California, Congressman HONDA,
for his strong leadership as Chair of the
Congressional Asian Pacific American
Caucus.

Mr. Speaker, for over 200 years, Asian
Americans have played a pivotal role
in the development of our great Na-
tion. When it was time to build the
transcontinental railroad, they were
there. Chinese immigrants were paid
$28 a month to do the very dangerous
work of blasting and laying ties over
treacherous terrain. It was their labor
under harsh working conditions, for
meager wages, that helped in the devel-
opment and progress of our Nation.

When our Nation was drawn into war,
they were there. From World War II
through the current wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, Asian Americans have
been on the front lines in our battle to
defend and protect our Nation. There
are 32 Asian American Medal of Honor
recipients, and thousands of others who
have served and continue to coura-
geously serve our Nation.

When hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple were evacuated from Louisiana and
Mississippi after Hurricane Katrina,
they were there. The Asian American
community in my home city of Hous-
ton joined all Americans around the
country in welcoming Katrina evacuees
and assisting the relief efforts. In
Houston, the Asian American commu-
nity raised more than $200,000 for the
Katrina Relief Fund and took in over
15,000 displaced Americans.

And the contributions of this com-
munity will continue far into the fu-
ture. Tomorrow, when it is time to
cure the diseases of the future, they
will be there. There are more than
105,000 Asian American doctors in the
United States.

Tomorrow, when new worlds are to be
explored, they will be there. There are
thousands of Asian Americans working
in the space program.

And tomorrow, when it is time to
elect the leaders that will guide our
great Nation, they will be there, in
Congress, on the Supreme Court, and
as President. If our country is to live
up to its promises in the Declaration of
Independence and the Constitution,
every ethnic group will have one of its
own to serve as President.
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