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moved to the United States in 1986
when it began airing throughout the
Americas, through the prominent U.S.-
Spanish television network, Univision.

By 2001, Don Francisco had already
been honored with a star on the Holly-
wood Walk of Fame and The New York
Times said he was, quote, ‘‘probably
the most popular and best-known His-
panic television personality,” end
quote, and described him as ‘“‘a mix of
Ed Sullivan, Regis Philbin, Art
Linkletter, Bob Barker, Geraldo Rivera
and Phil Donahue, with a dash of Oprah
Winfrey’s civic-mindedness.”

Don Francisco, your commitment to
the U.S.-Hispanic community helped
bridge the gap between North America
and our the Latin American cultures.
Your determination taught newcomers
the values and the endless opportuni-
ties that their adopted country has to
offer.

Don Francisco, you have had a long
and illustrious career that has spanned
many years of service, dedication, hard
work and devotion not only for His-
panics, but for all Americans across
our country. Your leadership through-
out the past years has helped our His-
panic community grow to become one
of America’s largest-growing popu-
lations and the ideals that it stands for
have become an intrinsic part of our
country.

A stronger and more educated Amer-
ican population contributes to the
greatness of this wonderful Nation,
making us competitive for this new
global economy in this technologically
advanced society.

Your commitment to enriching the
lives of others is truly commendable. It
is the perseverance and the compassion
of people like you who continue to help
in the development of a stronger,
healthier and more successful commu-
nity for all Hispanics in the United
States.

Don Francisco, you have been such
an incredible influence for all Ameri-
cans across the Americas that this
tribute is much well deserved. Your
personality, your charisma, your will-
ingness to help others and your incred-
ible talent have assured you a promi-
nent place in television history.

I congratulate Don Francisco whole-
heartedly, and I wish him the very
best. Felicidades, Don Francisco and 20
more years.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——
JOB DESCRIPTION OF MOTHERS

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
permission to speak out of order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. EMANUEL) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.
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Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, with
Mother’s Day coming up, I had come
across a document on the Internet that
was sent around to a number of women,
including some in my office. In honor
of all the mothers across America, I
would like to read this, if I could.

A woman, renewing her driver’s li-
cense at the county clerk’s office, was
asked by the woman recorder to state
her occupation.

She hesitated, uncertain how to clas-
sify herself. “What I mean is,” ex-
plained the clerk, ‘“‘do you have a job or
are you justa . . .?”

“Of course I have a job,” snapped the
woman.

“I'm a Mom.”

“We don’t list ‘Mom’ as an occupa-
tion, ‘housewife’ covers it,” said the re-
corder emphatically.

I forgot all about her story until one
day I found myself in the same situa-
tion, this time at our own town hall.
The clerk was obviously a career
woman, poised, efficient and possessed
of a high sounding title like, ‘‘Official
Interrogator’ or ‘“Town Registrar.”

“What 1is your occupation?”
probed.

What made me say it? I do not know.
The words simply popped out.

“I’m a Research Associate in the
field of Child Development and Human
Relations.”

The clerk paused, ball-point pen fro-
zen in midair and looked up as though
she had not heard right. I repeated the
title, slowly emphasizing the most sig-
nificant words. Then I stared with won-
der as my pronouncement was written
in bold, black ink on the official ques-
tionnaire.

“Might I ask,” said the clerk with
new interest, ‘‘just what you do in your
field?”

Coolly, without any trace of fluster
in my voice, I heard myself reply, ‘I
have a continuing program of research,
(what mother doesn’t) in the labora-
tory and in the field (normally I would
have said indoors and out).

“I'm working for my Master’s, (the
whole darned family) and already have
four credits (all daughters). Of course,
the job is one of the most demanding in
the humanities, (any mother care to
disagree?) and I often work 14 hours a
day (24 is more like it). But the job is
more challenging than most run-of-the-
mill careers and the rewards are more
of a satisfaction, rather than just
money.”’

There was an increasing note of re-
spect in the clerk’s voice as she com-
pleted the form, stood up and person-
ally ushered me to the door.

As I drove into our driveway, buoyed
up by my glamorous new career, I was
greeted by my lab assistants, ages 13, 7,
and 3. Upstairs I could hear our new ex-
perimental model (a 6-month-old baby)
in the child development program,
testing out a new vocal pattern. I felt
I had scored a beat on bureaucracy.
And I had gone on the official records
as someone more distinguished and in-
dispensable to mankind than ‘‘just an-
other Mom.”
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Motherhood. What a glorious career,
especially when there’s a title on the
door.

Does this make grandmothers ‘‘Sen-
ior Research Associates in the Field of
Child Development and Human Rela-
tions,” and great-grandmothers ‘‘Exec-
utive Senior Research Associates”? 1
think so. I also think it makes aunts
‘““Associate Research Assistants.”

Please send this on to another mom,
grandmother, aunt and any friends you
know.

To all those mothers who will be
celebrating Mother’s Day, who have
the most important profession, the
most satisfying profession and prob-
ably the only title that says in three
words what all of us rely on, to those
mothers out there, thank you for what
you do every day making sure our chil-
dren have a home, a place of warmth,
and a place of great values in honor of
all mothers on Mother’s Day.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——————

KARA POE ALEXANDER, PH.D.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I request per-
mission to take Mr. JONES’ place.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. POE) is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, when born in
the hot humid heat of a Texas August
in 1976, she was called a bicentennial
baby in honor of America’s 200th birth-
day. She was the second of four chil-
dren and grew up with that second
child competitive determination.

She was strongly serious as she went
to elementary school. While enjoying
playing with her siblings, Kim, Kurt
and Kellee Lyn, she also liked irri-
tating the older mnext-door-neighbor
boy.

While growing up, Kara learned and
liked to plant vegetables and to take
care of a large family garden. But upon
entering elementary school, she spoke
some words with difficulty, and her
speech patterns were not really satis-
factory. This began to affect her so-
cially and really bruised her young
self-image.

Her third grade teacher at the Oaks
Elementary School in Humble, Texas,
was determined to help this little girl
and worked with her in pronouncing
those English words correctly. This lit-
tle girl, Kara, overcame this issue and
speaks perfect English with an excep-
tional Texas accent, another of Amer-
ica’s dedicated school teachers helping
out one child at a time.

Anyway, Kara played on soccer
teams and was on the swim team with
her brother and sisters. They spent
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those long Saturdays competing at
swim meets all over North Houston.
Kara not only took to sports but aca-
demics in high school. She lettered 4
years in basketball, was the team cap-
tain, high scorer her senior year and
played in the Texas State playoffs.
Volleyball and cheerleading were also
activities she enjoyed and participated
in.

After doing some babysitting jobs at
15, Kara applied to work at a local Tar-
get store while in school. On her job
application, she was asked about her
job experiences and reason for leaving
her previous job. So she put, quote,
“‘last job, baby sitting.”” Reason for
leaving, quote, ‘“Kids were brats.”
Blunt truth got her the job.

She continued to tell it like it was,
even to this day. At Target, Kara Poe
learned how to deal with real people in
the real world by working as a cashier.
She doesn’t like to admit it, but she
even held the long-time record as the
fastest scanner. She has continued her
studies and studied endlessly. She
played high school sports, and has con-
tinued to work and save as much
money as she possibly can.

By the way, Mr. Speaker, Kara grad-
uated valedictorian from her high
school, Northland Christian High
School in Houston, Texas. Kara, like
all the Poe kids, went to Abilene Chris-
tian University, and she worked while
in college and still was able to grad-
uate with a grade point average of 3.88
with a B.S. in interdisciplinary studies,
English and history.

Quite opinionated on all subjects, es-
pecially politics and sports, being an
avid Astros fan, she loves the freedoms
and loves this country.

She went on to get her Master’s de-
gree at Abilene Christian University in
English, and her GPA was a perfect 4.0.
She got married to a guy by the name
of Shane Alexander; I was honored to
perform that wedding. She has a 10-
month-old daughter named Elizabeth.

Mr. Speaker, this Saturday that lit-
tle girl who had trouble with speech in
third grade will receive her doctoral
degree from the University of Louis-
ville in rhetoric and composition. She
has a GPA of 3.92.

At 29, she obtained her doctoral de-
gree in less than 4 years, a marvelous
amount of time and a short time for
obtaining a doctorate.

She already has a job at Baylor Uni-
versity in Waco, Texas, and she will be
teaching on the tenured track. She will
be teaching English, Mr. Speaker, and
she will be a teacher like her mother,
both her grandmothers and her sister,
Kim.

So, Kara, as your dad, I am proud of
your determination, commitment and
attitude. Congratulations to you for
your success in the field and noble field
of education and being a teacher. Con-
gratulations to you for your success in
life.

That’s just the way it is.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

LOSING GROUND ON THE WAR ON
TERRORISM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, the so-
called war on terrorism has been going
on for more than 4% years, and it looks
like terrorism is winning.

The U.S. Government released its an-
nual survey of global terrorism two
Fridays ago. Of course, they always
save the bad news for Friday, when
they hope everyone will have checked
out for the weekend. The results? The
number of terrorists attacks worldwide
quadrupled from 2004 to 2005, climbing
over 11,000. That is 30 strikes by terror-
ists every day, an average of more than
one an hour.

Of the 11,000, nearly one-third took
place in Iraq, and those Iraqi attacks
led to 8,300 deaths. Keep in mind, these
are just civilian casualties. These num-
bers don’t even include the number of
American troops who have been killed
at the hands of the insurgency.

Thank goodness there have been no
more attacks on American soil and
nothing on the order of 9/11. Then
again, if violent extremists want to
kill Americans, they don’t have to in-
filtrate our borders. They can make a
much easier trip to Iraq, where 130,000
of our bravest men and women are de-
ployed.

The dirty little secret that you won’t
find in the report is that the Iraq war
is responsible for the proliferation of
terrorism in recent years. Our preemp-
tive invasion strike on Iraq inspired vi-
cious animosity towards the United
States, the likes of which we have
never seen and the likes of which we
will be dealing with for years and years
to come.

The continued occupation is a ral-
lying point for bin Laden and everyone
who already dislikes America. The war
has given jihadists the best possible
propaganda tool, turning Iraq into a
hotbed of terrorism. And the way we
have conducted the war has only exac-
erbated the problem. The abuses at
Abu Ghraib, the detention camps at
Guantanamo, the secret gulags around
the world, all of these have eroded U.S.
moral authority and further
radicalized the Muslim world.

The President has sold the Iraqg cam-
paign as some kind of antidote to ter-
rorism. The truth is just the opposite.
Our presence in Iraq is pouring gaso-
line on the fire instead of putting it
out.

Peter Bergen, a terrorism expert at
the New America Foundation, put it
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this way: he said, ‘“The President is
right that Iraq is the main front in the
war on terrorism, but this is a front we
created.”

There was one part of the terrorism
report that I just could not believe.
The Washington Post cites the survey
as indicating that bin Laden and al-
Zawahiri are frustrated by their lack of
direct control over terrorist oper-
ations. Here is a man who is American
public enemy number one, a sadistic
killer who President Bush promised to
hunt down and capture, dead or alive,
and the best we can say 4%z years later
is that we have got him frustrated?

There is only one answer, Mr. Speak-
er: we must bring our troops home, and
we must do it at once. Every day that
we persist with this occupation is an-
other day that the insurgency gathers
strength and further justifies itself.
Every day that we stay in Iraq is a day
that we lose ground in the war on ter-
ror.

It is time for a new counterterrorism
strategy like the one I have outlined in
my SMART Security proposal; one
that is based on strong intelligence and
cooperation with our allies and multi-
lateral organizations; one that invests
in homeland security and enhances ef-
forts to cut off financing for terrorist
organizations.

Defeating terrorism will require
more brains and less brawn. It de-
mands, first and foremost, that we
bring our troops home.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Hampshire (Mr.
BASS) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BASS addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———
MAINTAINING AIR SUPERIORITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, in
1781, George Washington, even though
he had won the Revolutionary War,
kept the Army intact and on alert for
2 more years until the signing of the
peace treaty, saying, ‘‘There is nothing
that will so soon produce a speedy and
honorable peace as a state of prepared-
ness for war.”

Now, this week we will be voting on
the Defense Authorization Act, which
is not talking about our military in
this year or the next year, but 10 and 15
years from now, because those who
have our positions 10 and 15 years from
now will have their military and their
diplomatic options defined by what we
do on the Defense Authorization Act
this week.

The United States is superpower be-
cause of the quality of the individuals
we have in our military and the tech-
nology and weapons system that back
them up. As former general and Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell said, ‘‘If
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