7

May 3, 2006
Nunes Rogers (KY) Sweeney
Nussle Rogers (MI) Tancredo
Otter Rohrabacher Taylor (NC)
Oxley Ros-Lehtinen Terry
Paul Royce Thomas
Pearce Ryan (WI) Thornberry
Pence Ryun (KS) Tiahrt
Peterson (PA) Saxton hapd
Petri Schmidt glbem

N . urner
Pickering Schwarz (MI) Upton
Pitts Sensenbrenner
Platts Sessions Walden (OR)
Poe Shadegg Walsh
Pombo Shaw Wamp
Porter Shays Weldon (FL)
Price (GA) Sherwood Weldon (PA)
Pryce (OH) Shimkus Weller
Putnam Shuster Westmoreland
Radanovich Simmons Whitfield
Ramstad Simpson Wicker
Regula Smith (NJ) Wilson (NM)
Rehberg Smith (TX) Wilson (SC)
Reichert Sodrel Wolf
Renzi Souder Young (AK)
Reynolds Stearns Young (FL)
Rogers (AL) Sullivan

NOES—196
Abercrombie Grijalva Oberstar
Ackerman Gutierrez Obey
Allen Harman Olver
Andrews Hastings (FL) Ortiz
Baca Herseth Owens
Baird Higgins Pallone
Baldwin Hinchey Pascrell
Barrow Hinojosa Pastor
Bean Holden Payne
Becerra Holt Pelosi
Berkley Honda Peterson (MN)
Berman Hooley Pomeroy
Berry Hoyer Price (NC)
Bishop (GA) Inslee Rahall
Bishop (NY) Israel Rangel
Blumenauer Jackson (IL) Reyes
Boren Jackson-Lee Ross
Boswell (TX) Rothman
Boucher Johnson, E. B. Roybal-Allard
Boyd Jones (OH)
Brady (PA) Kanjorski uppersherger
Brown (OH) Kaptur Ryan (OH)
Brown, Corrine Kennedy (RI) Sabo
Butterfield Kildee Salazar
Capps Kilpatrick (MI) Sanchez, Linda
Capuano Kind T
Cardin Kucinich San'chez Loretta
Cardoza Langevin Sanders,
Carnahan Lantos Schakowsky
Carson Larsen (WA) .
Case Larson (CT) gcﬁlﬁ PA
Chandler Lee chwartz (PA)
Clay Levin Scott (GA)
Cleaver Lewis (GA) zggﬁ:;:m
Clyburn Lipinski
Conyers Lofgren, Zoe Sherman
Cooper Lowey Ske}ton
Costa Lynch Smith (WA)
Costello Maloney Snyder
Crowley Markey Solis
Cuellar Marshall Spratt
Cummings Matheson Stark
Davis (AL) Matsui Strickland
Davis (CA) McCarthy Stupak
Davis (FL) McCollum (MN) ~ Tanner
Davis (IL) McDermott Tauscher
DeFazio McGovern Taylor (MS)
DeGette McIntyre Thompson (CA)
Delahunt McKinney Thompson (MS)
DeLauro McNulty Tierney
Dicks Meehan Towns
Dingell Meek (FL) Udall (CO)
Doggett Meeks (NY) Udall (NM)
Doyle Melancon Van Hollen
Edwards Michaud Velazquez
Emanuel Millender- Visclosky
Engel McDonald Wasserman
Eshoo Miller (NC) Schultz
Etheridge Miller, George Waters
Farr Mollohan Watson
Fattah Moore (KS) Watt
Filner Moore (WI) Waxman
Ford Moran (VA) Weiner
Frank (MA) Murtha Wexler
Gonzalez Nadler Woolsey
Gordon Napolitano Wu
Green, Gene Neal (MA) Wynn
NOT VOTING—6

Buyer Hoekstra Osborne
Evans Jefferson Slaughter
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). Members are advised that 2
minutes remain in this vote.

0 2106

Mr. GUTIERREZ changed his vote
from ‘‘aye’ to ‘“no.”

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 4318

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to remove my
name as a cosponsor of H.R. 4318.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

————
HONORING JOHN “FOOTY” KROSS

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor and pay
tribute to my good friend and con-
stituent, John Kross, who is also
known to those of us in south Florida
as ‘‘Footy,” the legendary morning
radio host who will walk away from
the microphone at the end of this
week, ending more than 30 years as a
morning radio personality.

The veteran on-air personality whose
name is John Kross will host his final
segment for the Y-100 Morning Show
on Friday, May 5, 2006.

Footy has been helping south Florida
wake up for more than 30 years and is
a mainstay in the south Florida com-
munity. Footy is a passionate anti-
drug crusader and an incurable chick-
en-wing junkie.

Originally, he created Footy’s Wing
Ding, a chicken-wing eating competi-
tion, as a fundraiser to aid Here’s Help,
a not-for-profit organization that as-
sists adults and children with sub-
stance-abuse addictions.

Although the event began mainly as
a competition to crown the maker of
south Florida’s best chicken wings, it
evolved over the years into a popular
spot for pop music’s hottest stars.

Each year, Footy’s Wing Ding
brought a host of celebrities to south
Florida to raise thousands of dollars
for area charities, including Here’s
Help, the Sun-Sentinel/WB Television
Channel 39 Children’s Fund and many
others.

While thousands of radio listeners
will undoubtedly miss Footy’s voice on
their radios each morning, I am con-
fident he has established a strong foun-
dation that will help inspire genera-
tions of south Floridians to make a dif-
ference in their community.

It is my privilege to honor his service
to our community in south Florida on
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the floor of the House of Representa-
tives.

| ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing John for a lifetime of achievement in
radio broadcasting and charity work to wish
him and his family many years of happiness,
success and new challenges in the years
ahead.

———

HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENT OF
MICHELLE PARKS

(Mr. KIND asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight
to honor Michelle Parks and her con-
tributions as a great American educa-
tor at Northstar Middle School in Eau
Claire, Wisconsin. President Bush has
honored Ms. Parks with the 2005 Presi-
dential Award for Excellence in Mathe-
matics and Science, the Nation’s high-
est honor for teaching in these fields.
In addition to the national recognition
that comes with the award, Ms. Parks
will receive a National Science Foun-
dation Grant of $10,000.

Ms. Parks teaches eighth grade
mathematics, and her colleagues and
principal at Northstar Middle School
regard her as crucial to the success of
the school and the performance of her
students. Admired for her enthusiasm,
creativity and knowledge, Ms. Parks is
one of the most dedicated educators in
the State of Wisconsin and nationwide.
She is an advocate and pioneer for
many collaborative efforts, including
the connected mathematics programs.
This program creates a complete math-
ematics curriculum that helps students
systematically develop a deeper under-
standing of elementary mathematical
concepts.

Mr. Speaker, we are deeply indebted
to teachers such as Ms. Parks, who are
the leaders in sustaining our Nation’s
innovation and competitiveness with
our students. And on behalf of a grate-
ful Nation, but especially on behalf of
her students, we thank her for her
many years of dedication and con-
gratulate her here this evening.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Michelle
Parks and her contributions as a great Amer-
ican educator at Northstar Middle School in
Eau Claire, Wisconsin. President Bush has
honored Ms. Parks with the 2005 Presidential
Award for Excellence in Mathematics and
Science, the Nation’s highest honor for teach-
ing in these fields. In addition to the national
recognition that comes with the award,
Michelle Parks will receive a National Science
Foundation grant of $10,000.

Ms. Parks teaches 8th grade mathematics,
and her colleagues and principal at Northstar
Middle School regard her as crucial to the
success of the school at the performance of
her students. Admired for her enthusiasm, cre-
ativity and knowledge, Ms. Parks is one of the
most dedicated educators in the State of Wis-
consin and nationwide. She is an advocate
and pioneer for many collaborative efforts, in-
cluding the Connected Mathematics Program.
This program creates a complete mathematics
curriculum that helps students systematically
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develop a deeper understanding of elemental
mathematical concepts.

Ms. Parks believes that letting her students
be successful in front of their peers is the key
to getting them to take risks to succeed. Fur-
ther, she finds unique approaches to teaching
and problem solving and encourages critical
thinking in her students. Making learning fun,
according to Ms. Parks, is the key to bringing
math and science closer to students. In addi-
tion to this award, Ms. Parks has also been
recognized by the Kohl Teacher Fellowship.

| am very pleased to recognize Ms. Parks
today before the U.S. Congress for her hard
work and dedication to the families and stu-
dents of Northstar Middle School. Being one
of a hundred 7th-12th grade teachers nation-
wide to receive the award, Michelle Parks ex-
emplifies excellence that should be the goal of
all educators in the United States. Our Nation
has long been the global leader in scientific
research and development. In order to main-
tain that edge and strengthen America’s com-
petitiveness, it is critical that we make the nec-
essary investments to educate and train the
next generation of scientists, researchers, and
innovators.

As a Member of the Education and the
Workforce Committee, | have introduced legis-
lation to establish a competitive undergraduate
grant program to improve opportunities for
education and job training in math, science,
engineering, and technology. Further, during
reauthorization of the Higher Education Act, |,
along with Chairman MCKEON and Represent-
atives EHLERS and HOLT, included an amend-
ment in the Higher Education Act that will pro-
vide additional resources and assistance for
students choosing to study in these fields.

Mr. Speaker, we are deeply indebted to
teachers such as Ms. Parks who are the lead-
ers in sustaining our Nation’s innovation and
competitiveness with our children.

On behalf of a grateful Nation, | more impor-
tantly, on behalf of the many students who
have benefited by having Ms. Parks as their
math teacher, | say congratulations and thank
you.

COMMENDING RICHMOND COUNTY
NATIVE AND AMERICAN IDOL
CONTESTANT BUCKY COVINGTON

(Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
I yield my time to the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. HAYES).

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, today I
want to congratulate Rockingham,
North Carolina, native and ‘“‘American
Idol” contestant Bucky Covington for
pursuing his dream and using his God-
given talent to sing. Bucky is return-
ing home, but he quickly established
himself as a rising star and a contest-
ant to watch. It’s easy to understand
why Bucky’s strong vocals and love for
Country and Southern Rock clearly de-
fined his success each week as Ameri-
cans tuned in to the most popular show
on television. Bucky will be returning
home to Richmond County in North
Carolina, a true idol to many for his
extraordinary singing voice and the
charisma he personified in front of mil-
lions as he represented his community,
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family and friends. Bucky, we wish you
the best, and I know that great oppor-
tunities lie ahead for you.

———

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES FOR
RETURNING VETERANS

(Mr. MICHAUD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs has un-
derestimated the mneed for mental
health services for returning veterans.

The Kansas City Star recently re-
ported that the number of troops back
this year from Iraq and Afghanistan
who will seek care far post-traumatic
stress disorder from the VA will be five
times higher than the VA projected.

Earlier this year the VA reported
that it anticipated 2,900 new PTSD
cases from returning veterans for fiscal
year 2006. But in just 3 months, in fis-
cal year 2006, VA had already seen 4,700
new cases of possible PTSD.

I am very concerned that the VA will
not have the staff and programs to help
the new combat veterans and to meet
the need of veterans from past wars.
VA may be forced to ration care. This
is wrong. This issue needs to be ad-
dressed.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the article of
David Goldstein from the April 30 issue
of the Kansas City Star be inserted in
the RECORD.

[From the Kansas City Star, April 30, 2006]
NUMBER OF TROOPS NEEDING HELP THREAT-

ENS TO OVERWHELM VETERANS ADMINISTRA-

TION

(By David Goldstein)

WASHINGTON.—The number of troops back
this year from Iraq and Afghanistan with
post-traumatic stress disorder could be five
times higher than the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs predicted.

Instead of 2,900 new cases that it reported
in February to a veterans advocate in Con-
gress, the increase could be 15,000 or more,
according to the VA.

At the Kansas City VA Medical Center,
only nine vets from current combat were di-
agnosed with PTSD in 2004.

Last year, it was 58. In just the first three
months of fiscal 2006, the hospital saw T72.

“It’s absolutely incredible,” said Kathy
Lee, at the Missouri Veterans of Foreign
Wars.

A former Army nurse in Vietnam who
works at the hospital, Lee said, ‘‘Every sin-
gle Iraq vet who comes in, I give them a list
and say, ‘How many of these (PTSD) symp-
toms do you have?’ It’s almost nine out of
10.”

A top VA mental health official said it was
difficult to predict the number of new PTSD
cases because of unknown factors like the
troop discharge rate and how many veterans
will use the VA.

But Laurent Lehmann, associate chief con-
sultant for mental health, disaster, post-de-
ployment and post-traumatic stress disorder,
acknowledged that 2,900 new cases ‘‘would be
an underestimate.”” He said the VA hoped re-
cent increases in funds and new programs
‘“‘would catch” unanticipated cases.

‘““Are we ahead of the curve?” Lehmann
said. “That’s the question I don’t think I can
answer except to say we’re going to be moni-
toring our heads off on this.”’

John Baugh, who attends a PTSD support
group at the Kansas City VA Medical Center,
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said many soldiers still in combat zones are
suffering from the disorder.

“They think that the numbers are high
right now,” said Baugh, 31, a former driver
for an Army construction battalion in Iraq.
“Wait until those guys get out and try to
start functioning in the civilian world.
There’s going to be hell to pay.”

The miscalculation on PTSD echoes last
year’s underestimation by the Bush adminis-
tration of how many Iraq and Afghanistan
veterans would need medical treatment. It
had underfunded VA health care by $1 bil-
lion, despite assurances to Congress that the
department had enough money.

Congress subsequently added $1.5 billion to
the VA’s budget, but money problems still
loom.

“They’re going to be short and they’re
going to be playing catch-up,” Cathy
Wiblemo, deputy director for health care at
the American Legion, said of the VA’s PTSD
treatment. ‘“They’re not going to have the
money, and the waiting list will grow.”

PTSD is an anxiety disorder that can fol-
low combat or other traumatic experiences.
Symptoms include survivor’s guilt, flash-
backs, nightmares, depression and irrita-
bility. It can lead to drug abuse and even sui-
cide.

The war in Iraq presents a higher PTSD
risk than other wars, said Robert Ursano of
the Department of Psychiatry at the Uni-
formed Services University of the Health
Sciences.

““Since it’s a terrorist war, one could be
under attack in any spot,’”” he said. ‘‘There is
an enduring sense of a lack of safety.”

Among the half million veterans who have
served in Iraq or Afghanistan, more than
144,000 have gone to the VA for health care.
Nearly a third have been diagnosed with
mental disorders, with nearly half of those
PTSD, according to the VA.

The White House asked for $80.6 billion in
2007 for the VA, including $3.2 billion for
mental health programs. But Rep. Michael
Michaud, a Maine Democrat on the House
Committee on Veterans Affairs, said the VA
would need more, sooner.

“What’s going to happen is unless we give
added resources, they’re going to have to
start rationing care,”” Michaud said. “It’s
going to have to start pitting veterans
against veterans.”

Jeff Schrade, a spokesman for Sen. Larry
Craig, an Idaho Republican and chairman of
the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee, said
Craig was unhappy over the VA’s botched es-
timates on health care last year.

Congress now requires quarterly budget re-
ports, which Schrade said show that VA’s
budgeting appears to be on track.

“What concerns us is they’re seeing a lot
more patients than they anticipated,” he
said.

The VA’s contradictory estimates on
PTSD surfaced in February. Prior to a Cap-
itol Hill budget hearing, the agency replied
to written questions from Rep. Lane Evans
of Illinois, ranking Democrat on the House
VA panel.

Asked about the need for mental health
services, the VA told Evans that it expected
to see 2,900 new cases in fiscal 2006, which
began Oct. 1 and ends Sept. 30.

A week later, the agency issued its latest
quarterly report on use of the VA by Iraq
and Afghanistan veterans.

The numbers indicated it had diagnosed
4,711 possible cases just from October
through December—more in the first three
months than it told Evans to expect over the
entire fiscal year.

VA spokesman Jim Benson said the esti-
mate of 2,900 cases was based on earlier data.
The latest quarterly numbers were still in
the draft stage at the time of the hearing, he
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