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gas prices. Consumers are currently
paying an average of $2.91 per gallon
for gasoline. Last summer it was $2.25.
Why the almost 70-cent increase? This
summer, as the real driving season be-
gins, Americans are expected to pay
even more at the pump than last sum-
mer.

But in the meantime, look at these
profits. Look at ExxonMobil, one of the
larger oil companies in this country.
Look at their profits. You can take all
of the net income of the oil companies,
their profits in the last year was $113
billion in profits.

While the majority party has put out
a one-page press release talking about
things they would like to do, Demo-
crats have real solutions that could be
brought to the House floor today that
would have an immediate effect and
lower the price of gasoline for all
Americans.

For example, there are currently no
Federal laws against gas price-gouging.
The only way the Federal Trade Com-
mission can attempt to prosecute un-
fair pricing is by using the antitrust
laws or the monopoly laws of this
country. To date, in the entire history
of the Federal Trade Commission, not
one, not one case has ever been brought
before the courts to prosecute for price
gouging. Because the Federal Govern-
ment does not have a clear definition
or standard of what price gouging is,
the FTC cannot do little more than
make a study of the current gas price
situation. Americans are tired of stud-
ies and want real answers.

Last September I introduced a bill to
increase the Federal Government’s
ability to prosecute price gougers. My
bill, the FREE Act, the Federal Re-
sponse to Energy Emergencies, will
provide the Federal Trade Commission
and the Department of Justice with the
authority to investigate and prosecute
those who engage in predatory pricing
from oil companies all of the way down
to distributors, with an emphasis on
those who profit the most.

The FREE Act, our legislation that
could be on the floor tomorrow, will
also allow each State attorney general
to go into Federal district court to
prosecute unfair pricing practices.

When we talk about unfair price
practices, we talk about everything in
the chain and distribution and supply
of oil and gasoline. Take a look at this
here, from the time it comes out of the
ground, refineries to distributors and
retailers, taxes, all of the way to the
consumer. We should be able to inves-
tigate every aspect of it. If you look at
what the Republicans have been pro-
posing, you only get to do an investiga-
tion when the President declares a na-
tional emergency and it is only for the
distributors and retailers, not the re-
finery who has a 255 percent increase in
the cost of refining a gallon of gasoline
in a year, nor even the crude oil pro-
ducers who went up 46 percent in the
last year.

When we introduced our bill to in-
crease the Federal Government’s abil-
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ity to prosecute price gougers, we in-
cluded everybody. We want to make
sure that the American people are pro-
tected from the time it comes out of
the ground until you put it in your ve-
hicle. Our legislation expands the Fed-
eral Trade Commission’s authority to
more aggressively pursue market ma-
nipulations such as geographic price
settings or territorial restrictions put
forth by the refineries.

Why has gas gone up? In the last 12
months, from September 2004 to Sep-
tember 2005, it has gone up 255 percent.
Is that price gouging? We happen to
think it is, but we need a clear defini-
tion. Right now there are 28 States
with different standards as to price
gouging. That is why it is so important
to have a Federal standard.

Our bill also imposes tough civil pen-
alties up to triple the damages on ex-
cess profits.

Madam Speaker, we are trying to
fight high gas prices. Democrats stand
ready, willing and able to do our job.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DREIER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

THE GATHERING STORM OF
VENEZUELA’S HUGO CHAVEZ

Mr. MACK. Madam Speaker, I ask
permission to take my Special Order at
this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MACK) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MACK. Madam Speaker, while
freedom is on the march in many
places around the world, a resurgence
of Socialist, Communist and anti-free-
dom governments and movements in
Latin America represent an emerging
threat to freedom and the United
States.

The instigator is Venezuela’s Social-
ist President Hugo Chavez, who is
using state-owned oil money to under-
write his iron-fisted control of the Ven-
ezuelan people, and to back his alli-
ances with leftist leaders and causes
throughout Latin America.

With Chavez sitting on top of 6.5 per-
cent of the world’s proven oil reserves,
and buoyed by oil at roughly $75 a bar-
rel, Chavez has assumed the identity of
a modern-day Simon Bolivar, who at-
tempted to unify Latin America in the
1800s. Oil is Chavez’s ATM to finance a
“Bolivarian revolution” that abuses
Presidential power in Venezuela and
fans the flames of Socialists, and re-
gional instability.

In an interview last year, Chavez was
clear in his motives. “I am a revolu-
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tionary. I have to support the left wing
movements in Latin America. We have
to change Latin America.”” That is ex-
actly what he is doing at the expense of
freedom, security and prosperity.

Democratic institutions are eroding
rapidly in Venezuela. The legislative
branch is controlled by Chavez, made
up entirely of Chavez allies. The judi-
cial branch is controlled by Chavez.
The National Electoral Council is con-
trolled by Chavez. It is no longer im-
partial. The Electoral Council address-
es the interests of Chavez and the gov-
ernment, not civil society.

The council is no longer acting in
conformity to the law, and many ques-
tion the reliability of the electronic
voting machines in Venezuela.

Chavez, a former paratrooper, sees
the military as an instrument of social
transformation. And now he is openly
recruiting and arming civilians to join
his newly created militia under the
false suspicion that the United States
is going to invade Venezuela.

The public prosecutor, the Office of
the Comptroller, and the People’s Ad-
vocate are all controlled by Chavez.
President Chavez has packed the Su-
preme Court with his supporters, and
justices are biased in his favor. Make
no mistake, the independence of the ju-
diciary has been compromised.

Human rights and fundamental free-
doms are under threat. Discrimination
on political grounds is growing and
members of the human rights commu-
nity are often charged with treason
and as coup plotters. Acts of violence
and prosecution of human rights de-
fenders are growing.

Those active in the defense of democ-
racy in Venezuela are being prosecuted
and imprisoned without due process.
Leaders of the political opposition
group Sumate are being prosecuted for
accepting a small grant from the Na-
tional Endowment for Democracy
under a judicial system where the na-
tion’s courts have been packed with
Chavez cronies.

Freedom of expression is under siege.
Chavez is snuffing out a free press and
free speech with new laws that impose
jail terms for journalists for gravely
offending the President or the govern-
ment. The media is now subject to sur-
veillance, censorship, and intimida-
tion.

And to ensure the unfettered ability
to spread his anti-freedom messages
throughout the region, Chavez last
year launched his own television net-
work, Telesur. Telesur announced a
formal alliance with Al-Jazeera, bol-
stering Chavez’s Socialist-Based propa-
ganda with the resources and reach of
pro-terrorist programming.

Chavez is taking control over private
banks and confiscating large parcels of
private property. And to make matters
worse, Chavez is planning a new as-
sault on the private sector in Ven-
ezuela by taking major steps towards
nationalizing Venezuela’s oil industry
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that could hurt American oil compa-
nies, reduce production, and put fur-
ther pressure on already high global oil
prices.

He has already seized private oil
fields if companies do not convert oper-
ating contracts to joint ventures in
which the Chavez government assumes
a majority stakeholder share. In free
countries, that is called extortion.

Elsewhere in Latin America, Nica-
ragua, Bolivia, and Argentina, Chavez
is forging alliances with Socialist
groups and narcoterrorists. In Nica-
ragua, former Sandinista leader Daniel
Ortega announced that local govern-
ments in Nicaragua that are friendly to
Sandinista’s cause would receive low-
cost oil from Chavez.

Venezuela has been flagged as a
major transit country for illegal drug
shipments to the United States and Eu-
rope. In fact, more than one-third of all
cocaine that reaches the U.S. travels
through Venezuela from Chavez’s al-
lies’ countries.

What is worse, at the same time Cha-
vez is cracking down on freedom within
Venezuela and exporting his Socialist
revolution throughout Latin America,
he has embarked on an alarming mili-
tary build-up.

Chavez is receiving military and in-
telligence assistance and training from
Fidel Castro’s government; and he has
tried to acquire nuclear technologies
from Iran, and reports suggest that
Iran has actively sought uranium sup-
plies inside Venezuela.

| have introduced a resolution that address-
es these problems and expresses our support
for the people of Venezuela to restore demo-
cratic institutions. | urge my colleagues to join
me in fighting for freedom for the Venezuelan
people.

Mr. Speaker, Hugo Chavez seeks nothing
less than absolute authoritarian power. He de-
spises freedom. He is determined to alter the
balance of power in the Western Hemisphere,
and he is leveraging his nation’s oil supply to
do all he can to achieve his dream of a uni-
fied, socialist Latin America.

After all, it was Chavez himself who, with
Fidel Castro by his side said, “Fidel, ‘I think
you were always right: It's socialism or
death.””

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. EMANUEL addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————
0O 1930
WE NEED ACTION NOT JUST TALK

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
DRAKE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from Ohio
(Ms. KAPTUR) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, when
you become President and Vice Presi-
dent of the United States, but you have
spent your life in the oil industry, I
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suppose it isn’t surprising that deci-
sions that you might make when you
are President and Vice President would
result in your enriching yourself more
from the industry in which you had
spent your life.

It may not be surprising that gaso-
line now in this country is well over $3
a gallon, and imported oil over $70 a
barrel, two-thirds of what we consume
in making that gasoline coming from
the most undemocratic places in the
world, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Ven-
ezuela, Colombia, Nigeria.

It is interesting, if you look at the
President and the Vice President, the
President spent his life in Midland,
Texas, really drilling that community
dry, and then he and his family found-
ed the Zapata Oil Company and made
relationships with o0il companies in
Mexico.

The President that we have now had
investments in Bahrain prior to his be-
coming President of the United States.
And the Vice President, of course, was
the CEO of Halliburton, which got all
of those noncompetitively bid con-
tracts in Iraq.

We watched the former President
Bush become a major partner in the
Carlisle Group, getting big money from
all the oil-producing countries in the
Middle East and huge investments and
speaking fees from these very same
places. Is that merely coincidence?

Yesterday, at long last then we see
President Bush make a cameo appear-
ance before the Renewable Fuels Asso-
ciation, and he gave a speech that
many people had been waiting years to
hear. He said in the speech we needed
an investigation of why prices are
going up the way they have over the
last year. I would like to respectfully
suggest to the President we need more
than an investigation. We need new en-
ergy, new energy leadership by the
President and Vice President. We don’t
need any more studies, and we don’t
need any more investigations.

The President said that every car can
run on 10 percent ethanol. Well, where
is his action plan to do it? That is what
many of us have been arguing, not just
this year, not just last year, going
back to the beginning of his adminis-
tration when we pushed for a renewable
energy title as part of the farm bill,
and his administration has barely fund-
ed it, and they fought it every step of
the way inside this Chamber.

Now, the President said that with
small changes some cars can run on E—
85, a blend of 85 percent ethanol and 15
percent gasoline. Mr. President, there
are more than 5 million cars, trucks,
vans on the road that will run on 85
percent ethanol right now. Every
major manufacturer has announced
major efforts to produce more E-85 ve-
hicles. DaimlerChrysler announced two
more just this week. Guess what, Mr.
President? The drivers can’t get the
fuel for the cars they have bought.
What are you doing to help America
develop the infrastructure for these
new fuels?
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The President talks about increased
research for new forms of energy, but
what are we doing with the research we
already have? Where are the Federal
standards requiring Federal buildings
to use more solar energy? How about
the White House itself? How many Fed-
eral facilities are putting wind genera-
tors on their own property to develop
energy? How many of our military
bases are converting to biodiesel and to
ethanol? When will the Chevy
Suburbans that escort the Presidential
motorcades actually use E-85 as an ex-
ample of what can be done? I encourage
the President to put a gas pump right
over there at the White House.

The President can talk about not
buying oil to place in the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve to help hold the price
of gasoline down by a penny or two, but
why is he letting America continue her
addiction to imported o0il? Wouldn’t a
good way to break with the past be to
rename the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve as the Strategic Fuels Reserve
and start filling it with stocks of eth-
anol and biodiesel that can be rotated
through the fuel supply system to help
make these new fuels a bigger part of
our energy mix? I introduced H.R. 3345
last year to do just that. I invite the
President’s endorsement of that effort.

We need real action for today and to-
morrow, not more of these false prom-
ises. We really don’t need to build any
more oil refineries when we are trying
to move to new sources of energy. That
would be like building more horseshoe
factories when the automotive age was
dawning.

We need to mandate that oil compa-
nies use their exorbitant properties to
put E-85 and biodiesel pumps in the
ground right now across this country
and to use some of their profits to do
that.

We need to help our country, not just
let these companies enrich themselves
and their top executives more. Then
the millions of vehicles that are al-
ready on the road could help lead
America to a new energy future.

We need a President that gives us
some action, not just talk.

We need legislation like the Biofuels Energy
Independence Act, H.R. 388, my bill to provide
additional financing for the marketing, produc-
tion, and distribution of biofuels, as well as the
establishment of a biofuels feed stock reserve
held by our farmers.

We need legislation like H.R. 1398, my bill
to require that by 2010 gasoline be blended
with at least 10 percent ethanol, and that die-
sel be blended with at least 5 percent bio-
diesel. We need standards that give us quan-
tifiable goals against which we can measure
progress, and to which we can hold ourselves
accountable.

In short, Mr. President, while we appreciate
your kind words and good wishes, we are
begging for your active support in the form of
realistic budget requests, speedy implementa-
tion action by agencies, and a commitment to
making a difference not 10 years from now
when your administration has its place in his-
tory but in the remaining days that you have
to make a difference that can be felt in every
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