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QUOTES FROM OHIO AUTO 

WORKERS 
Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent to speak out of 
order for 5 minutes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, as 
Mr. KUCINICH said earlier, we are con-
tinuing our Delphi E-hearing here, 
which we are going to share with the 
House of Representatives and the 
American people, stories that have 
come from families who are being af-
fected by the shake-up in the auto in-
dustry in the United States of Amer-
ica. 

I come from a district in Northeast 
Ohio, Youngstown, Akron, Warren, 
home of the original Packard car, the 
original Packard Electric Company. I 
would like to share a few stories and 
make a few comments, Mr. Speaker, 
because today not only do we have a 
concentration of Delphi employees in 
my district, today the local General 
Motors plant that has been in 
Lordstown, Ohio since the late 1960s, 
there was an announcement that 1,200 
third shift employees would no longer 
be working at that facility, and it is 
tragic news for many, many families. 
And so we want to bring attention to 
the United States Congress and to the 
American people about the commu-
nities that are being affected and how 
the policies here under the big dome 
aren’t exactly addressing the needs. 

Let me share with you, Mr. Speaker, 
a couple of stories from back home. 
This is a letter. First of all, thank you 
for letting me voice my opinion. I hope 
someone will actually read this. I was 
hired in at GM, Lordstown, in January 
of 1971, with the negotiated promise 
that if I came to work for General Mo-
tors, I could retire after 30 years of 
service. It was always said as GM goes, 
so goes the country. ‘‘And I challenge 
all of you to look back and think of 
when you were young and innocent. My 
God, what has happened to the USA? 
You have the chance to stop this injus-
tice, this rape of the American worker 
in its tracks. I pray that God give you 
the courage and wisdom to do the right 
thing. And isn’t that what it is all 
about, doing the right thing? God help 
us all.’’ 

That is Stephen P. Medici in 
Lordstown, Ohio. 

This is William Ruppel in Cortland, 
Ohio. ‘‘I was in the infantry in Viet-
nam in 1968. After going to college for 
a while, I was hired at Delphi Packard 
Electric in September of 1973. After 
working there for a while, we agreed in 
one of our contracts to an attrition. 
For every three people who retired, the 
company only had to replace one. This 
was to help the company’s costs and to 
afford a decent wage. Next came the 

movement to Mexico. The jobs would 
first come to us. We would work out 
the kinks, and then off to Mexico they 
would go. 

Delphi, Packard Electric’s 146,000 em-
ployees working for them outside the 
U.S. is just about exactly how many 
troops we have fighting in Iraq. Who is 
more important? Are these men and 
women who are supposedly fighting for 
democracy and fairness going to have 
their wages cut 60 percent, health care 
and pensions cut, or maybe have no job 
at all? I was in the infantry in Vietnam 
in 1968 and I support and sympathize 
with these brave people. 

Do the rich ever get rich enough?’’ 
‘‘I just read where Delphi wants an 

extension on the reorganizations,’’ said 
Charlie Stowe from Warren, Ohio. 
‘‘This is not fair. I want a 30-year ex-
tension on my pension.’’ 

‘‘With no support,’’ this is Jean 
Wooler. ‘‘I have worked for Delphi 
Packard Electric for 38 years. It has al-
lowed me to live a good middle class 
life and to raise my daughter with no 
support from her father. My daughter 
is now 21 and in college. I do not live 
lavishly. I have a 3-bedroom ranch and 
a nice car. I don’t dress extravagantly. 
I live paycheck to paycheck as a single 
mother on the wages that I may 
make.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, let me just 
say that data has come out now that 
the Bush tax cut has lowered the tax 
burden on the richest people in this 
country. If you made $10 million a year 
in 2003, you got $1 million back, Mr. 
Speaker, from the Bush tax cut. And if 
your average income in this country 
was $26 million, you paid the same 
share in taxes as someone that made 
$200,000. We need changes, Mr. Speaker. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TOWN OF 
GLADEWATER 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker I ask 
unanimous consent to address the 
House for 5 minutes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and celebrate the 
75th anniversary of the town of 
Gladewater, Texas. Gladewater was in-
corporated on April 18, 1931. That was 
11 days after oil was discovered 1 mile 
outside of town. With the discovery of 
oil, the town quickly experienced tre-

mendous prosperity. During the 1930s 
people began to flock to the small East 
Texas town with the population swell-
ing from 500 to 8,000 strong. 

With the depletion of petroleum re-
serves in the 1980s, the town was forced 
to attract and develop alternative 
forms of commerce. Gladewater, once 
known for its oil production, is now re-
garded as the antique capitol, with 
over 250 antique dealers and 16 antique 
malls. As a result of the Main Street 
Project and the downtown revitaliza-
tion, the charming downtown area is 
now bustling once again with economic 
activity. Tourists from all over the 
southeast have now made this small 
Texas town a travel destination be-
cause of its shopping and its many at-
tractions. 

Gladewater is a town of leaders with 
vision and workers with determination. 
From the nationally famous 
Gladewater Rodeo to the Fourth of 
July boat parade on its city lake, to its 
local merchants and citizens, 
Gladewater represents the best Amer-
ica has to offer. I congratulate the 
town of Gladewater on the remarkable 
first 75 years, with many more to 
come. It is a pleasure and an honor to 
be able to serve the citizens of 
Gladewater in the United States House 
of Representatives and to have so 
many of its citizens that I can call my 
friend. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. DINGELL) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DINGELL addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

CRISIS FACING THE AUTOMOBILE 
INDUSTRY 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to claim Mr. DINGELL’s 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to join Mr. RYAN and Mr. KUCINICH in 
calling attention to the personal sto-
ries and the national hardship that is 
created by these plans to strip workers 
of their pensions. 

Last December Representative MIL-
LER conducted an on-line hearing so 
that General Motors and Delphi em-
ployees would have an opportunity to 
send to Congress their words about the 
meaning of these plans to strip them of 
their pensions and benefits. And the re-
sponse was powerful. 

Let me read from a few New Jersey 
constituents. Mr. Paluzzi from East 
Brunswick writes, ‘‘I have worked for 
GM Delphi for 34 years. And during the 
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hiring process I was given a package of 
benefits that I was entitled to. This in-
cluded a pension package that the com-
pany said they would control and have 
for me upon my retirement. As I 
worked for the company, and union 
contracts were renegotiated, the pen-
sion package was still included. Now it 
seems, Delphi wants to take back the 
pensions and the contracts that were 
signed in good faith, while I and thou-
sands like me, worked to make huge 
profits for the company. I felt my pen-
sion and benefits were secure all those 
years that I worked here.’’ 

Mr. Lauder of Somerset New Jersey 
wrote, ‘‘I have lived in the same area 
all my life except for the 4 years I 
served my country in the U.S. Navy on 
a military leave of absence from GM. I 
have worked at this facility for 32 
years, starting at age 18. The hazards 
of these plants are well known. The in-
dustrial atmosphere that we work in 
holds many perils, such as dangerous 
machinery, extreme temperatures, haz-
ardous chemicals, asbestos, et cetera. 
We were not always aware of some of 
the hazards and the effect on our 
health, but over the years, the unions 
and more responsible government rep-
resentatives fought for information 
and equipment to protect us. 

These are the types of jobs the Amer-
ican blue collar workforce took to feed, 
clothe and educate our family in the 
hopes of creating a better world for 
them. The deal was that we would do 
our part to help the corporations rake 
in billions made off of our sweat and 
labor, and when our time was up we 
could look forward to a modest pension 
and medical benefits.’’ 

b 2000 

‘‘A living wage was also part of the 
deal so we could better the lives of our 
children so they could grow into 
healthy, educated, and productive indi-
viduals, to be contributors and not bur-
dens on our society. 

‘‘That used to be the ‘American 
Way,’ the basis for the betterment of 
our great country and the world. Now 
it seems the Robber Barons are back.’’ 

You can hear the pride and the patri-
otism that comes through in this testi-
mony from these workers. 

Writes another worker: ‘‘I’ve been on 
this job for 16 years and have been a 
loyal and dedicated employee from day 
one. Over the years there have been 
changes, but this kind of change is a 
harsh one to swallow. Delphi would 
like to take away our negotiated bene-
fits and leave my family and me with 
nothing. I have a son who would like to 
start college next year. My wife and I 
have explained to him that this just 
may not happen right now because of 
the bankruptcy proceedings that are 
under way. Please imagine if this was 
the situation you were in, how would 
you feel and what would you do?’’ 

Another, Mr. Hagopian from Som-
erset, New Jersey, writes: ‘‘This whole 
bankruptcy was planned. If you let this 
happen,’’ the Delphi deal, ‘‘every other 

U.S. company will do the same thing 
. . . ’’ 

You can hear the pride and patriot-
ism. It comes through so clearly. Now, 
I ask will those who engineer the plans 
to strip these workers of their pensions 
and their benefits ever understand 
what these men and women are going 
through? 

f 

A NEW BEGINNING FOR THE IRAQI 
PEOPLE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WESTMORELAND). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
salute tonight the brave men and 
women who are fighting in Iraq to 
bring democracy to the Middle East 
and hopefully help turn around na-
tions, particularly Arab nations, that 
the U.N. has said when you add up the 
gross domestic product of all 22 Arab 
nations, their gross domestic product 
is smaller than Italy’s. This is a U.N. 
report that pointed out that in the last 
10 years these Arab nations collec-
tively have had declining productivity 
and that they have not brought for-
ward any inventions or innovations to 
contribute to world prosperity. 

We are in Iraq to help the Iraqi peo-
ple have a new beginning and hopefully 
change the face of the Middle East. 

I have been to Iraq 11 times, and I 
have had good visits and I have had bad 
visits. I have had visits where I have 
had tremendous hope and then the rec-
ognition that we have made some mis-
takes. In April, 2003, there was tremen-
dous hope. But then we proceeded, un-
fortunately, to disband their army, 
their police, and their border patrol, 
and that resulted in the requirement of 
American troops and British troops 
and very few coalition forces to defend 
24 million people in a country the size 
of California. 

So what I saw when I went back after 
April, 2003, when I went in August and 
then in December and then early in the 
spring of the next year, things were 
getting worse. But I began to see it 
turn around in June of 2004 as we trans-
ferred power to the Iraqis. A signifi-
cant decision. It took it away from De-
fense and gave it to State Department, 
and State Department had a better 
sense of how to help this government, 
not how to fight the war. 

The war is still being fought by our 
own troops. But as well, we started to 
train their police, their border patrol, 
and their army, and they have become 
very confident. 

And what I then saw in 2005 were 
three elections in Iraq. I was there for 
the first one. I remember asking if I 
could stick my finger in that ink jar, 
and this Kuwaiti woman looked up at 
me and she said, No. She said, You are 
not an Iraqi. 

That gave me a chill because she did 
not say I was not a Kurd. She was a 
Kurd. She said I was not an Iraqi. 

And then what I saw was another 
election. I was there a week before, 
after now creating a government that 
was elected, creating a constitution 
and ratifying this constitution. This 
constitution was ratified with 79 per-
cent favoring it, and then they pro-
ceeded to elect a government at the 
end of last year. 

I can tell you why I know it was a 
success. The press did not talk about 
it. Seventy-six percent voted of 100 per-
cent. In other words, of all adults, not 
the two-thirds that bothered to reg-
ister, not 76 percent of two-thirds; 76 
percent of all adults. 

And now we have seen a very dicey 
moment. The Sunni insurgents are 
playing their trump card. Not their 
last straw, not their final gasp. They 
are playing their trump card, and they 
may succeed if the Shiias give in to 
sectarian violence. And we are trying 
to make them understand that they 
are the majority and they can run this 
country. Do not allow the Sunni insur-
gents to get them to do what would be 
the stupidist thing, to give in to the vi-
olence, to give in to a civil war, and 
then fail. 

We are going to leave Iraq when the 
Iraqis ask us to leave or if they give 
up. If they give up to the sectarian vio-
lence, we will move our troops away 
from harm’s way and we will take 
them out. But they are so close and 
they have done so much. I have met 
such brave Iraqi men and women. 

Quickly, one Iraqi man, Al-Alusi, 
after the election he lost his two sons. 
His security had been taken away be-
cause he had gone to Israel, and he 
came to visit me later in 2005, and I 
said, You cannot go back. You are a 
marked man. You are a dead man 
walking. 

He looked at me with some surprise 
and said, I have to go back. My country 
needs me. 

Which is to introduce one point I 
would love to make: When I ask Iraqis 
what their biggest fear is, it is not the 
bombing. Their biggest fear is that you 
will leave us, that you will give us a 
taste of democracy and then you will 
leave us. 

Let me just conclude by saying this: 
That very man who went back to Iraq 
is now an elected member of the assem-
bly. He is a very brave man, and he is 
typical of the Iraqis who are grasping 
very hard to have a democracy and to 
have a better future. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. KILDEE addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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