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Dr. King. A driving force, she valiantly worked
to found the King Center to both preserve the
history of the civil rights movement and to
train the many men and women in the philos-
ophy of non-violent resistance.

Mrs. King was first and foremost a woman
of strong character. She was a leader in her
steadfast presence, her determination, and her
courage. As one of the first people to speak
out against apartheid, she embodied her hus-
band’s words “injustice anywhere is a threat to
justice everywhere.”

Her passion for equality and justice led her
on numerous peace delegations around the
world. Her actions and work with gang mem-
bers demonstrated the value and the neces-
sity of transforming neighborhoods into broth-
erhoods. Mrs. King spoke out against attacks
on affirmative action and against racial
profiling. As a result of her unrelenting cam-
paign efforts, a bill was signed in support of
the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Holiday.

Devoting relentless energy to her noble
work, Mrs. Coretta Scott King has made a tre-
mendous impact on American history. She will
be missed by all those who knew her and re-
membered by all those who have benefited
from her enormous contributions.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of the time.

The SPEAKER. All time for debate
has expired.

Pursuant to the order of the House of
Tuesday, January 31, 2006, the resolu-
tion is considered read, and the pre-
vious question is ordered on the resolu-
tion and the preamble.

The question is on the resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have b5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on House Resolution 655.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Wis-
consin?

There was no objection.

——
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to
make an announcement.

The House has adopted a revision to
the rule regarding the admission to the
floor and the rooms leading thereto.
Clause 4 of rule IV provides that a
former Member, Delegate or Resident
Commissioner or a former Parliamen-
tarian of the House, or a former elected
officer of the House or a former minor-
ity employee nominated as an elected
officer of the House shall not be enti-
tled to the privilege of admission to
the Hall of the House and the rooms ex-
tending thereto if he or she is a reg-
istered lobbyist or an agent of a foreign
principal; has any direct personal pecu-
niary interest in any legislative meas-
ure pending before the House, or re-
ported by a committee; or is in the em-
ploy of or represents any party, organi-
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zation for the purpose of influencing,
directly or indirectly, the passage, de-
feat, or amendment of any legislative
proposal.

This restriction extends not only to
the House floor but adjacent rooms,
the cloakrooms and the Speaker’s
lobby.

Clause 4 of rule IV also allows the
Speaker to exempt ceremonial and edu-
cational functions from the restric-
tions of this clause. These restrictions
shall not apply to attendance at joint
meetings or joint sessions, Former
Members’ Day proceedings, educational
tours, and other occasions as the
Speaker may designate.

Members who have reason to know
that a person is on the floor incon-
sistent with clause 4 of rule IV should
notify the Sergeant at Arms promptly.

O 1800
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BOUSTANY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————
BORDER INSURGENTS

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to claim the time of the
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, our border is
being held hostage by the lawless that
roam the murky river banks of the Rio
Grande.

Just last week along the Texas-Mex-
ico border, about 50 miles east of El
Paso, Texas lawmen faced off with out-
laws dressed as Mexican army soldiers.
These criminals attempted to flee
Texas State authorities. U.S. law en-
forcement authorities were met with
camouflaged military-style Humvees
with .50-caliber machine guns, forcing
an armed standoff along these dan-
gerous banks of the rugged Rio Grande.
The Mexican government has claimed
that these so-called soldiers were actu-
ally drug smugglers. Fortunately, who-
ever they were, their criminal intent
was foiled because U.S. border officials,
even though they were outgunned,
tracked the smugglers and the outlaws
until they quickly fled back into Mex-
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ico after the initial standoff. These
outlaws left behind nearly a ton of
marijuana after they set one of their
own vehicles ablaze. Mexican officials
are denying that these men were mem-
bers of the Mexican army, claiming it
is quite easy to buy Mexican military
uniforms in local stores. But, of course,
Mr. Speaker, we do not know the truth
about that statement.

This incident is not the first either.
In November the U.S. border patrol
chased criminals in a dump truck full
of marijuana in the same area until it
got stuck in the Rio Grande River on
its way back to Mexico. As Border Pa-
trol agents sought to unload the three
tons of marijuana from the truck, the
driver, who had initially fled, returned
with an army of heavily armed men
wearing, yes, that is correct, Mexican
military uniforms carrying military-
style weapons. The army of thugs
backed the agents away and then bull-
dozed their own truck back into Mex-
ico, this safe haven for drug dealers.

And the war for the border is not just
taking place above ground. This month
in California officials have stumbled
upon four underground tunnels that
lead from Mexico into the TUnited
States. Just last Thursday authorities
spent the day removing an estimated
two tons of marijuana from a tunnel
that began inside a warehouse in Ti-
juana, Mexico near their airport and
ended up in a vacant industrial build-
ing on the American side. The 2,400-
foot tunnel was about 5 feet wide and
high enough for an adult to stand. The
floor was cement and there was elec-
tricity and ventilation. Customs offi-
cials have described the tunnel as
longer and much more massive than
the other smuggling tunnels discovered
since September 11, 2001.

Mr. Speaker, this is an issue of na-
tional security. If these drug cartels
are so boldly bringing drugs across our
borders through these tunnels, what is
to prevent them from using these same
tunnels to smuggle terrorists and hu-
mans as well? We cannot ignore this
issue.

In early January, Customs and Bor-
der Protection border patrol agents of
Brewster County, Texas seized over $2
million worth of cocaine from three
Mexican nationals carrying the drugs
in backpacks into the United States.
These narcoterrorists make money be-
cause of the lack of border security in
the United States. And, Mr. Speaker,
these drug dealers are serious. Federal
officials have recently warned U.S. bor-
der patrol agents that they could be
the targets of assassins hired by immi-
grant smugglers. According to a memo
from Homeland Security, ‘‘Unidenti-
fied Mexican alien smugglers are angry
about the border security along the
U.S.-Mexico border and have agreed
that the best way to deal with U.S. bor-
der patrol agents is to hire a group of
contract killers.”” Well, it is time for us
to get angry as well and come up with
the best way to deal with them.

We are fighting a serious insurgency
along our borders, and we must stop
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this lawless out-of-control invasion.
Our border is critically and visibly vul-
nerable. What is it going to take for us
to figure this out? It is chilling to
think what may be next. Will it be a
shootout on the Rio Grande River?

We must win this battle for our bor-
ders. We must win the battle for Amer-
ican sovereignty. We must win the bat-
tle against the lawlessness that has in-
vaded our country before Americans
pay for this lawless behavior of others.
That is just the way it is.

——
COAL MINE SAFETY

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take my Special
Order at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from West Virginia (Mr. RA-
HALL) is recognized for 56 minutes.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
anger and outrage. This very afternoon
two more coal miners perished in my
home State of West Virginia in Boone
County in separate unrelated incidents.
This comes on the heels of the 14 coal
miners in West Virginia who tragically
died in two mines just last month.

The death toll must stop. This is
scandalous. The leadership, if I may
use that word, of the Federal regu-
latory authority charged with coal
mine safety, the Mine Safety and
Health Administration, has apparently
completely abdicated its responsibility
under this administration.

For the national spotlight to be
turned on coal mine safety just last
month, for those responsible for coal
mine safety to be grilled during a com-
mittee hearing held in the other body
just last month, yet to remain so aloof
and so deficient in meeting their mis-
sion and mandate just boggles the
mind. It defies logic. It smacks of cal-
lous disregard. It is inhumane. It is in-
excusable.

Just this morning the West Virginia
congressional delegation introduced re-
medial legislation to force the issue, to
compel the Federal agency in charge to
do its job, to enforce the coal mine and
health safety standards of this Nation.
This initiative is high priority for us.
The shame is that it now comes on the
tears of even more grieving families
and this sudden and unexpected depar-
ture of two more coal miners. Why is it
that every Federal coal mine health
and safety law we have on the books is
written with the blood of coal miners?
The status quo is unacceptable. It is
totally unacceptable. It must change.

I now call on the Mine Safety and
Health Administration to do its duty
and respond immediately to the re-
quest the Governor of West Virginia
just made in a press conference. Send
additional assistance to my State to
allow the Mine Safety and Health Ad-
ministration to do its job. Conduct a
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massive and comprehensive safety in-
spection of our mines. We must put an
end to this continuing nightmare.

———
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

ADULT STEM CELL TRANSPLAN-
TATION FOR SYSTEMIC LUPUS
ERYTHEMATOSUS

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to claim
the time of the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. JONES).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to address the House regard-
ing a recent article just published in
the Journal of the American Medical
Association.

As my colleagues know, I practiced
medicine for about 15 years before my
election to the House in 1994 and I con-
tinue to see patients about once a
month at the veterans clinic in my
congressional district. And juggling
the burdens of my congressional posi-
tion, I continue to try to read the med-
ical literature. And one of the journals
that I take is the Journal of the Amer-
ican Medical Association. And I have
been engaged in an ongoing debate in
this body regarding the potential use-
fulness of embryonic stem cells versus
adult stem cells, and I have been advo-
cating the position that the medical
literature and the scientific literature
is replete with evidence that adult
stem cells and cord blood stem cells
are proven to be highly efficacious in
human applications, in treating human
diseases, and that embryonic stem
cells, on the other hand, not only have
they never been successfully used in a
human clinical trial, and you cannot
show me one research article where an
embryonic stem cell has been used to
help a human being, they have not
really been shown to be very effica-
cious even in animals. We do not today
have a good animal model of an animal
disease, say, an animal model of diabe-
tes, where embryonic stem cells have
been successfully used to cure those
animals, whereas that has been done
with adult stem cells in the case of dia-
betes in mice. It was done years ago, as
a matter of fact. They tried to do that
with embryonic stem cells and it
failed.

And what is very significant is this
article just published in the Journal of
the American Medical Association,
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they had some 50 patients, almost, en-
rolled in a study, and they used adult
stem cell treatments for what we call
refractory or basically untreatable sys-
temic lupus erythematosus.

Systemic lupus is a terrible disease.
It affects 1.5 million Americans. Ninety
percent of them are women. It is also a
disease that is very common in minori-
ties, two to three times more prevalent
in minorities. The traditional treat-
ment has not changed for 40 years. We
have not had a new drug for this, and it
is typically the use of what we call
glucocorticords or steroids and other
immunosuppressive drugs, some of the
drugs that we use for cancer. Very sig-
nificant side effects. No new drugs in 40
years. And it can lead to very, very se-
rious complications, to include renal
failure and to have to go on dialysis.
And of this group, 48 people enrolled,
they cured, cured, 33 people. No disease
symptoms, published in the Journal of
the American Medical Association’s
flagship JAMA. Richard K. Burt is the
lead author. There are about
10different authors. Burt is at the Uni-
versity of Chicago. I know about his
work. I went there to see this guy
years ago because he was doing so
many innovative things and using
adult stem cells, and he has cured 33
people. Some of them they have been
following as long as 7 years, disease
free.

Mr. Speaker, this has never been
done before where they can actually
take somebody with severe lupus, and
the only people they can typically get
enrolled in these clinical trials are the
bad ones that are not responding to
drugs. So these are the worst cases.
They are not responding to drugs.
Adult stem cell transplants, and he has
cured 33 of 48 patients.

Just another point to make that
adult stem cells are showing tremen-
dous clinical promise. In this par-
ticular medical group at the University
of Chicago, they have treated about 50
different diseases with adult stem
cells. Tremendous promise. Embryonic
stem cells, on the other hand, no prom-
ise has been shown in humans to date.
And as well I will reiterate they do not
as yet have a good animal model that
they will ever work. They are prone to
form tumors called teratomas when
they are used in treatment, and there
are immune complications. There are a
whole host of complications in animals
while they try to use them.

So I wanted to bring all my col-
leagues up to date on this very impor-
tant piece of research. It is good news
for Americans with lupus who are not
responding to drugs. Stem cells work.
But it is adult stem cells, not embry-
onic stem cells.

———

IRAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, thou-
sands of Americans have lost their



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-16T20:12:33-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




