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somewhere in the New Orleans area or out of
state.

In addition to its legacy area of responsi-
bility (AOR) Air Station Houston instituted
a plan to relieve Air Station New Orleans of
its non-Katrina SAR responsibilities west of
the Mississippi River throughout the Katrina
response effort, thereby increasing Houston’s
AOR by more than 18,000 square miles. With
two aircraft and crews deployed to New Orle-
ans, Air Station Houston crews responded to
a report on 6 September of a civilian heli-
copter missing 20 miles south of Sabine,
Texas. Although already engaged in nearly
around-the-clock operations in New Orleans,
Air Station Houston’s outstanding readiness
posture permitted two unit helicopters,
manned by crews recently returned from
Hurricane Katrina, to be launched in a
search for the 12 persons reported aboard the
overdue helicopter. All 12 persons were
quickly located and then successfully recov-
ered during this multi-unit case by the two
Air Station Houston helicopters in a daring
nighttime offshore rescue.

The possibility of a category five hurricane
hitting the Houston-Galveston metropolitan
area set in motion a massive response effort
from the Coast Guard Area Commanders.
Within 48 hours of Rita’s early morning land-
fall on 24 September, over 125 contingency
aircrew personnel along with 15 additional
Coast Guard aircraft arrived at Air Station
Houston to commence operations.

During the Houston-based response oper-
ation for Hurricane Rita, the Air Station co-
ordinated over 61 missions and 123 sorties re-
sulting in 205 mishap-free flight hours and
the saving of 32 lives in a one week period.
During this time, Air Station Houston also
provided invaluable support to Gulf Coast
based cutters including CGC Cypress, which
allowed them to quickly fix the position of
displaced waterway buoys, enabling the re-
opening of vital waterways and the free-flow
of commerce in and out of the Gulf.

—————

SAN CARLOS PTA CELEBRATES
THE 34TH BIENNIAL CHICKENS’
BALL 2006

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2006

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to honor the Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA) of the San Carlos
School District, located in my Congressional
District, as well as the 34th Anniversary of its
historic and infamous Chickens’ Ball. This bi-
ennial event has helped to raise money for
San Carlos’ public schools as well as create
ties within the community for the past 66
years.

This creative means of raising funds was
first proposed by middle school teacher and
PTA member, Howard J. Demeke, in 1939.
Mr. Demeke himself was a regular patron of
the historic San Francisco Barbary Coast
Chickens’ Ball, a live-entertainment show per-
formed by women of a certain reputation in
various saloons. This philanthropy-oriented
event had been around since the early 1900s
and included a contest of various colorful and
riotous acts. The winner of the best act was
awarded amounts of gold to then be donated
to a designated charity.

Under Mr. Demeke’ s request to the San
Carlos PTA, the Chickens’ Ball left the swanky
scene of the saloon and was reborn in San
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Carlos for the purpose of raising money for
the school district's milk funds. Members of
the PTA, local clubs and members of the com-
munity joined together to plan comedy and en-
tertainment skits, each competing for a large
sum of donated money. The ball was an enor-
mous success and has continued to be for the
past six decades with all proceeds directly
benefiting the schools of San Carlos.

| personally had the pleasure of attending
the 34th Biennial San Carlos Chickens’ Ball
this year, with my lovely wife Annette. As we
discovered, the Chickens’ Ball requires the at-
tention and participation of the audience, mak-
ing each second at the show memorable. |
congratulate each act unequivocally for the
brave hilarity exhibited on stage by each per-
former.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in saluting and
congratulating the outstanding Parent-Teacher
Association of the San Carlos School District,
for their dedication to our community and the
quality of education for our children, through
the most creative Chickens’ Ball.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CATHY McMORRIS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2006

Miss MCMORRIS. Mr. Speaker, during the
second series of votes on amendments to
H.R. 5384 the Agriculture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2007, | was
avoidably detained and missed two votes on
amendments by Representative JEFF FLAKE.

Had | been present | would have voted in
favor of H. Amdt. 904 to prohibit any of the
funds made available in the Act from being
used to fund dairy education in lowa and H.
Amdt. 909 to prohibit use of funds in the bill
for the Hydroponic Tomato Production, Ohio
grant.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF KEN
STEWART

HON. DAVID E. PRICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2006

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Ken Stewart, recipient of
the 2005 National Language Teacher of the
Year Award, which is given by the American
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Lan-
guages (ACTFL). Ken is the very first teacher
ever to receive this award.

Senor Stewart, as he is known by his stu-
dents, has taught Spanish at Chapel Hill High
School for nearly 20 years. A National Board
Certified Spanish teacher, he has been suc-
cessful in sharing his passion for language
learning in the classroom because of his for-
eign language teaching philosophy, education,
and extensive travel experience.

As the ACTFL National Language Teacher
of the Year, Senor Stewart competed for this
award with five other regional winners from
across the country. His award dossier included
video segments demonstrating his skill as a
classroom teacher and documentation of his
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teaching practices, as well as testimonials
from his students, their parents, and his
school administrators. This award, sponsored
by ACTFL and publisher McDougal Littell, was
created to recognize foreign language teach-
ers at the K-12 level who exhibit excellence in
classroom language teaching. As part of this
honor, Senor Stewart is now involved in serv-
ing as a spokesperson for language educators
and making appearances and giving presen-
tations that promote language education
through the “Discover Languages” national
public awareness campaign.

The shortage of qualified language profes-
sionals across the United States underscores
the importance of Senor Stewart’s work: only
9 percent of students enrolled in college study
a foreign language. We need to introduce lan-
guage study at an earlier age and do more to
encourage pursuing real proficiency.

Foreign language needs have significantly
increased due to the presence of a wider
range of security threats, the emergence of
new nation states, and the globalization of the
United States economy. Outstanding teachers
who instill critical skills of language com-
petence and cultural understanding in our stu-
dents are indeed worthy of recognition and
gratitude.

| call on my colleagues to seek out the 2006
Language Teacher of the Year in their own
states and to encourage that teacher as he or
she competes this year at the regional and na-
tional levels. It is important that we support
these educators who do so much to provide
our students with the foreign language skills
and cultural understanding that are essential
to a world class education and that will pre-
pare them for living and working in the 21st
century.

| ask my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Senor Stewart for his years of dedi-
cated service and his commitment to foreign
language instruction.

——————

TRIBUTE TO CHAIRMAN HENRY
HYDE

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2006

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | have had the
honor of serving under Chairman HYDE on the
House International Relations Committee
since | came to Congress in 2001. From my
very first day on the Committee | have wit-
nessed firsthand the wit, humor and brilliance
that are trademarks of my party’s elder states-
man.

Henry has succeeded in bringing sensibility
and strength to one of the House’s most im-
portant and internationally scrutinized commit-
tees in the wake of September 11. While my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle have oc-
casionally attempted to use the International
Relations Committee as a venue to push for-
ward partisan ideology; Chairman HYDE and
his fine staff have worked hard to ensure that
resolutions that leave his committee are based
on fairness, the promotion of our democratic
ideals, the protection of human rights, and
American interests throughout the world.

| appreciate the guidance and mentorship
that HENRY provided to me when | first came
to Congress. As a freshman member | had
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many legislative and policy ideas that | wanted
to pursue. HENRY taught me to cool my heels
and recognize the nature of the process in ac-
complishing my legislative goals. The advice
that he gave me back then was certainly the
right advice, and it still resonates with me
today.

| admire the strength that Chairman HYDE
continues to show. At 82 years of age and lim-
ited in his personal mobility he is still very
much a workhorse in the House. We continue
to maintain a busy schedule in the Inter-
national Relations committee and HENRY trav-
els around the world meeting with foreign dig-
nitaries and protecting American foreign policy
at an amazing pace. | only hope that when |
reach HENRY’s age that my mind will still be as
sharp as his.

| continue to be amazed at the many things
that HENRY has accomplished during his 30
years in this body. I'm also amazed by the fact
that he has survived in this body for more than
30 years. That is no small feat by any means.

It has been an honor and pleasure to serve
with Chairman HYDE in the House and under
him on the International Relations Committee.
| thank him for his leadership and guidance. |
look forward to working with him through the
remainder of this Congress and | wish him the
best in his endeavors thereafter.

TRIBUTE TO WQBA-AM

HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2006

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, it is with great respect that | rise
today in recognition of WQBA-AM, a landmark
radio station in Miami, FL, for its upcoming
40th anniversary.

Since its inception on May 31, 1966, WQBA
has been a pillar of Miami’s airwaves for poli-
tics and local issues. It provides members of
the community the opportunity to hear from
newsmakers and public officials. WQBA is
also the official Spanish station of the Florida
Marlins and the Miami Heat. It has been
known as Radio Continental, Radio Cuba, La
Cubanisima and La Voz de Miami.

WQBA has always strived to provide accu-
rate information while also reflecting the diver-
sity of its audience and South Florida. It is
home to numerous prestigious journalists, in-
cluding the only Spanish-language sports
commentator belonging to the National Base-
ball Hall of Fame. Considered one of Miami’s
historic stations, WQBA has witnessed and
broadcasted significant historical moments
during its 40 years. In 1992 when Hurricane
Andrew hit South Florida, WQBA was an es-
sential source for news as it was the only
Spanish radio station that withstood the storm.

Loyal to Hispanic traditions, WQBA began
the annual Reyes Magos Parade 36 years ago
and it is now co-sponsored by three sister sta-
tions and considered one of the five most im-
portant Hispanic cultural events in the country.

WQBA is one of the true voices of Miami
and has always been active in its commitment
to promoting education and the arts through-
out the years. The station’s trademark jingle
“Yo soy de Cuba la voz,” (“I am Cuba’s
voice”) is played daily at the Celia Cruz exhibit
at the Smithsonian Museum.
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Mr. Speaker, as we recognize WQBA'’s long
legacy and the excellent service it has pro-
vided Miami during the past four decades, |
ask that you join me in expressing our appre-
ciation for its first 40 years and best wishes for
its next.

RECOGNIZING THE HILL-SMITH
FAMILY REUNION

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2006

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Hill-Smith family re-
union and | ask that my colleagues join me in
honoring this wonderful occasion. This reunion
affirms the importance of family gatherings,
drawing together relatives from Atlanta and as
a far away as Boston, Massachusetts and
Hartford, Connecticut.

The Smith and Hill families celebrate the
union of Thomas Landrum Smith and Armentis
Hill which joined the two families in 1919.
Eight children resulted from this matrimony,
and from those eight children, 85 direct de-
scendants and hundreds of other relatives
who bear the surnames Smith and Hill.

The Smith and Hill families organized their
first reunion in Roanoke, VA in July of 1986.
Over the next 20 years reunions were held
every two years in New York, NY, Boston,
MA, Jonesville, SC, Atlanta, GA, Pacolet SC,
and Rocky Mount, NC. This year the Hill and
Smith families will reunite in Stockbridge, GA
for their tenth bi-annual reunion. Hundreds of
relatives coming from every corner of the
United States will reunite for a week of activi-
ties to reconnect and celebrate the meaning of
family. Youth filled with zeal and exuberance
along with elders seasoned by the wisdom of
years will unite because of this occasion. The
Hill-Smith family will welcome Marjorie S. Kirk
of New York, NY with a special degree of
warmth. At 83, Ms. Kirk will be the oldest fam-
ily member attending this year’s reunion. The
youngest and most recent addition to the fam-
ily is Maleek Thompson, born April 19, 2006.
While only a few months old, Maleek will join
his family traveling from Maryland to partici-
pate in his first reunion.

The governor of the state of Georgia, Sonny
Purdue, recognized this momentous gathering
with a welcome letter and the host city of
Stockbridge, GA issued a proclamation to
honor the Hill-Smith reunion. | ask that this
great legislative body stand with me and add
to these acknowledgements by honoring the
Smith and Hill families. | am proud to rep-
resent the Hill-Smith family members who call
the 13th Congressional district of Georgia
home.

———

IN TRIBUTE TO THE WORK OF
SECRETARY LLOYD BENTSEN

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, May 24, 2006
Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in tribute

to Secretary Lloyd Bentsen, an American pa-
triot and champion of democratic values. | sa-
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lute his life achievements that have furthered
the cause of American liberty and freedom at
home and abroad. His life is a reflection of
commitment and dedication to the vibrancy of
the American economy. The brilliance that
personified his life in public services has guid-
ed America to a “more perfect Union.”

Lloyd Millard Bentsen, Jr. was born Feb. 11,
1921, in Mission, TX, in a small frame house;
from this humble beginning, Lloyd Bentsen
rose to prominence in American politics. He
received a law degree from the University of
Texas at Austin in 1942 and served as Army
Air Corps combat pilot in World War Il with the
449th bomb squadron. At the early age of 23,
he was given command of a squadron of 600
men. For his bravery and leadership, he was
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and
four awards of the Air Medal.

Upon his return to his native Rio Grande
Valley he was elected Hidalgo County Judge.
In 1948, Lloyd ran for Congress and won eas-
ily. At 27, he had the admirable designation as
the youngest Member of the House. Rep-
resentative Bentsen gained respect from his
colleagues by his leadership skills and political
acumen. He was a strong advocate for a num-
ber of policy issues which include the deregu-
lation of natural gas, State control of offshore
oil and notably the repeal of the poll tax. He
was only one of two Southern Congressmen
to challenge this device that impeded voting of
African-Americans in the South.

In 1955, Lloyd left Congress after he experi-
enced difficulty raising a family in Washington
on a meager congressional salary of $12,500.
Subsequently, he began a business career in
Houston and he eventually became president
of Lincoln Consolidated, an insurance and fi-
nancial holding. However, in 1970 he sold his
business in a lucrative deal, and declared his
candidacy for the U.S. Senate. He won the
democratic nomination and then defeated
George H.W. Bush, 53 to 47 percent. He was
immediately tagged as a coalition builder
among liberals and conservatives, putting
aside differences and arriving at consensus
regarding numerous policy issues. This was
evident in his ability to advocate for both mi-
norities in the South and wealthy conserv-
atives linked to Texas oil money. Lloyd has
said that his proudest accomplishment in the
Senate was pension reform. Also as a mem-
ber of the Finance Committee and joint Eco-
nomic Committee, he also contended that the
tax code should provide incentives for a myr-
iad of activities that include national saving,
production of oil and college loans.

Lloyd worked closely with President Reagan
and President Carter on numerous issues. In
1977, he ran for the White House, but his
campaign was unsuccessful. However, in
1986 he took the place of retired Democratic
leader Senator Russell B. Long as chairman
of the finance committee. He also served as
chairman of the Joint Committee on Taxation
and the Joint Economic Committee and was a
member of the Senate Commerce, Science
and Transportation committee. As a Democrat,
Lloyd garnered respect from his colleges
across the aisle. He was known to be well
versed in tax law and was always known as
the consummate insider. He commanded the
respect and ear of Wall Street and was a man
of integrity and character.

In 1988, Dukakis tapped Lloyd as his vice-
presidential running mate and instantaneously
he was again catapulted to the national stage.
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