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El Paso Community College where he earned
an associate in business administration. He
also attended the University of New Mexico
and the University of Texas at El Paso. He
and his wife, Silvia, have six children.

Mr. Montoya first joined the Border Patrol in
1976 as an agent in the El Paso Sector. In
1982, he was promoted to supervisory Border
Patrol agent, a position he held until 1987,
when he was promoted to deputy regional
chief of the Border Patrol for the INS Regional
Office in Dallas, TX. In 1990, he left the re-
gional office for an appointment as assistant
chief patrol agent for the Del Rio Sector, and
after another tour in the Dallas Regional Office
as assistant regional director for Border Patrol,
he returned to Del Rio for the position of dep-
uty chief patrol agent. In 2004, he was ap-
pointed and selected for the Senior Executive
Service, SES, which is made up of leaders
with proven executive skills, who have a
strong commitment to government and to pub-
lic service.

As chief patrol agent for the Laredo Sector
of the U.S. Border Patrol, he was responsible
for an area of 110,000 square miles and 172
river miles of border, with a large staff of 987
agents on board and 126 support personnel.
The Laredo Sector extends as far north as the
Oklahoma border and includes the cities of
Dallas, San Antonio, Austin, and Houston. His
service in law enforcement and protecting our
border is truly commendable. It is always sad
to lose such a valued member of the law en-
forcement community in South Texas, and |
wish him and his family the best in their future
endeavors.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have had this
time to recognize the bravery and dedication
of John W. Montoya.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2007

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 17, 2006

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. 376) establishing the congressional
budget for the United States Government for
fiscal year 2007 and setting forth appropriate
budgetary levels for fiscal years 2008 through
2011:

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Chair-
man, | rise in strong opposition to the reckless
budget proposed by President Bush and
House Republicans.

H. Con. Res. 376 is a $2.7 trillion budget
that will add $1.1 trillion to our debt over the
next 5 years. If this becomes the law of the
land, our budget deficit will hit near record lev-
els in 2006 and 2007. But that's only part of
the story. The budget provides for no funding
for Iraq and Afghanistan past 2007, although
we have heard from President Bush that this
war will last at least until 2009. Nor does it ad-
dress tax issues facing middle class families—
such as the alternative minimum tax. In addi-
tion, this bill includes a provision to raise the
debt limit for the fifth year in a row—resulting
in a $3.7 trillion increase since 2001.
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This budget imposes painful cuts on chil-
dren and families while allowing our national
deficit to continue to spiral out of control. Cuts
to health care, education, veterans’ services,
and the environment are all made in order to
pay for tax cuts for the wealthy. But because
even these devastating cuts do not equal the
level of tax giveaways proposed, this budget
forces future generations to pay for the mis-
takes of today.

Mr. Speaker, this budget does not reflect
American values. It cuts education—from early
education through higher education—when we
need to reinvest in American global competi-
tiveness. It cuts funding for public health and
health research—shortchanging potential life-
saving research and health care providers
struggling to serve current populations and to
prepare for a possible pandemic. It cuts home-
land security funding by $6 billion—as our Na-
tion is involved in conflicts around the world
and American good will is waning. Most out-
rageously, this budget cuts funding for vet-
erans’ health care by $8.6 billion over 5 years.
At a time when we’re asking more of our serv-
ice men and women and their families, this
type of across-the-board disinvestment is
short-sighted and negligent and should be re-
jected.

Congress can and should pass a budget
that is fiscally responsible and protects the pri-
orities of the American people. Democrats of-
fered an alternative plan investing in edu-
cation, health research and veterans’ benefits
while balancing the budget by 2012. This plan,
offered by Mr. SPRATT, would keep America
competitive by making needed investments
and reduce the burden of staggering Federal
debt on future generations.

| urge my colleagues to support the Spratt
substitute and reject the dangerous owe-as-
you-go policies put forward by the Bush Ad-
ministration and the Republican Majority in
Congress.

———

PALESTINIAN ANTI-TERRORISM
ACT OF 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2006

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, Hamas is
first and foremost a terrorist organization.
Ideologically, its charter is clarion call for the
destruction of Israel. In practice, the group has
dedicated itself to murder and violence against
innocent Israeli civilians. No election, no mat-
ter how democratic it is viewed by procedural
standards, can wash its hands of the blood of
its victims.

That is why H.R. 4681, the Palestinian Anti-
Terrorism Act, is an essential piece of legisla-
tion. The bill would prohibit all direct aid to the
Palestinian Authority as long as it is led by
Hamas or any other group that refuses to re-
nounce terrorism, recognize lsrael’s right to
exist, and accept previous agreements.

There is no room for ambiguity. Last month,
Hamas praised a terror attack in Tel Aviv as
a legitimate act of self-defense. Just the other
week, Jordanian authorities arrested 20
Hamas terrorists who were smuggling Iranian-
made Katyusha rockets and tank missiles.
Weapons are being smuggled across the
Egyptian border as well. It cannot be tolerated.
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For the most part, the Quartet has stood
firm in isolating Hamas. The United States, the
European Union, Canada and other nations
have blocked the direct transfer of funds to the
new Palestinian Authority and prohibited polit-
ical contact with Hamas officials. The legisla-
tion before us codifies this approach.

H.R. 4681 also advances creative solutions
to meet the humanitarian needs of the Pales-
tinian people without empowering or enriching
a terrorist regime. The legislation is carefully
crafted to maintain assistance to the Pales-
tinian people, while giving confidence to Amer-
ican taxpayers that aid will not be used to
prop up Hamas leaders.

Direct U.S. assistance to the Palestinian
people has always been primarily adminis-
tered through non-governmental organizations
via the USAID West Bank and Gaza aid pro-
gram. H.R. 4681 makes this program, which
accounts for the largest per capita U.S. aid
contribution in the world, more central than
ever. While some have expressed concern
that requiring advanced notification and jus-
tification to Congress for non-humanitarian aid
will delay or impede support for such pro-
grams, these concerns are misplaced. The
modest conditions will only bring greater trans-
parency and improve the quality and focus of
the programs funded. Pre-certification is not
necessary for the distribution of humanitarian
aid.

In addition, the bill provides substantial flexi-
bility to continue U.S. support for the inde-
pendent Palestinian election commission and
assistance to the office of President Mahmoud
Abbas to support the peace process. Consid-
ering the hopes and expectations that the
Hamas government will collapse, such support
is imperative to build a viable political alter-
native that is moderate and free from the
rampant corruption of Fatah candidates that
alienated Palestinian voters.

United States foreign policy in the Middle
East is full of nuance, but when it comes to
Hamas our message must be black and white:
we will not reward terrorists or terrorism.

H.R. 4681 conveys this timely and important
message and it is worth our strong support.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK
OF MR. JETTIE PURNELL

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2006

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, today |
rise and ask my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives to join me in
honoring and celebrating the life and work of
Mr. Jettie Purnell. One of Halifax County’s
most notable citizens, Mr. Purnell's work in
civil rights and labor rights has changed for-
ever the lives of the people of the First Con-
gressional District and those of people far out-
side its limits.

As a young man, Mr. Purnell was thrust into
service during World War |l as a soldier in the
U.S. Army. He continued his patriotic service
by fighting racism at home and playing a key
role in the civil rights movement. His work
continued as he moved aggressively and per-
sistently to unionize local textile mills. Mr.
Purnell led the fight for justice and equal
rights, and also led a successful effort to des-
ignate a section of U.S. Highway 158 as
George Thomas Young Drive.
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Mr. Purnell is indeed a pillar of his commu-
nity. He was a plaintiff in the historic voting
rights lawsuit in Halifax County that resulted in
the creation of a district method of election for
the Board of County Commissioners.

Mr. Purnell’s friends and family say that dis-
pensing advice is his second profession. He
has often been the chief advisor on matters of
local importance. His daughter Sonya is insist-
ent that “when my daddy spoke, people lis-
tened.” Mr. Speaker, that is why this past
week, Mr. Purnell was finally recognized for
his tremendous work as a local leader. The
longtime community activist was honored at a
ceremony for the new apartment complex re-
cently completed in the Roanoke Rapids area
of my district. At the dedication ceremony the
Olde Town Village Apartment Complex Activity
Center was named in Mr. Purnell’s honor.

Mr. Speaker, | could not imagine a more fit-
ting facility to bear the name of Mr. Purnell
than a community activity center in an area
where he has been so adamantly committed
to raising the quality of life.

| rise both to honor the life and service of
Mr. Jettie Purnell and to thank him for his
many years of service. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor a man that has given to his community
without ever asking to be recognized. This
brief mention is the very least that we can do.

HONORING WILLIAM HARTWIG ON
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2006

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a dedicated public servant, Wil-
liam “Bill” Hartwig, on the occasion of his re-
tirement from the United States Department of
Interior. For the past few years Bill has been
serving as Chief of the National Wildlife Ref-
uge System.

| first met Bill in 2000 when he was working
as the Regional Director for the Midwest Re-
gion. Together we embarked on a project un-
precedented in America’s history: an inter-
national sanctuary for birds, plants, and ani-
mals of all kinds. Today, Detroit is blessed
with the serene beauty of the Detroit River
International Wildlife Refuge. This 2,100-acre
refuge provides Southeast Michigan citizens
with a previously unimaginable opportunity to
experience the magnificence of a lush habitat
for hundreds of protected species close to
home. To Bill's eternal credit, this remarkable
project would never have been possible with-
out his vision and powerful determination.

Long before becoming one of the Nation’s
great conservationists, Bill was born in River-
side, CA. Recognizing his life’s path early, he
graduated from West Virginia University with a
bachelor's degree in outdoor recreation. Be-
tween WVU and receiving his master's degree
in administration from George Washington
University in 1976, Bill served in Vietnam
where he received Army Commendation Med-
als and the Bronze Star.

Bill began his work in the Department of the
Interior in 1977. Through the course of his il-
lustrious career there, his care for the environ-
ment and all its inhabitants touched an incred-
ible variety of issues ranging from land man-
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agement to migratory bird conservation. In
1988 he received the Department's Meri-
torious Service Award and in 1990 was named
an “Unusually Outstanding Employee.”

Bill Hartwig is a great conservationist and
his impact on this country is impressive and
profound. | personally thank Bill for his invalu-
able help in creating the Detroit River Inter-
national Wildlife Refuge, and | invite you Mr.
Speaker, and all my colleagues, to join me in
recognizing Bill for his dedication to the out-of-
doors, to conservation, and for his long and
distinguished career with the Department of
the Interior.

————————

PALESTINIAN ANTI-TERRORISM
ACT OF 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2006

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, tonight we should be working to en-
sure security and peace for Israel and more
hope, opportunity and peace for the Pales-
tinian people. Among our colleagues in the
U.S. House, there is unanimous intolerance
and condemnation for the current Hamas-led
government of the Palestinian Authority. The
refusal of the political leadership of Hamas to
recognize the State of Israel, renounce vio-
lence and terrorism, and agree to previous
agreements and obligations of the Palestinian
Authority is unacceptable and therefore they
must continue to be isolated by the inter-
national community.

Congress should be here tonight unani-
mously passing a bill that supports Secretary
of State Rice as she leads the international
community to keep firm pressure on Hamas
until they agree to an internationally recog-
nized civilized standard of conduct. At the
same time, Congress should be working to
support the Bush administration and the inter-
national community to avoid a serious humani-
tarian crisis among the Palestinian people.

On May 9, 2006, Secretary Rice said as she
announced $10 million of medical assistance
to the Palestinian people, “We will continue to
look for ways to assist the Palestinian people
and will encourage other countries to join us
in this effort. We will not, however, provide
support to a Hamas-led government that re-
fuses to accept the calls of the Quartet and
the broader international community to re-
nounce terror and become a partner for
peace.”

| strongly support her efforts and it is unfor-
tunate that a bill could not be drafted to come
to the floor this evening that was supported by
the State Department. The State Department’s
comment regarding H.R. 4681 is “this bill is
unnecessary.”

Unfortunately, instead of advancing the U.S.
interests, H.R. 4681 does not recognize the
three criteria set forth by President Bush—de-
manded by President Bush and the inter-
national community—for Hamas to commence
any form of engagement with the U.S. and the
international community.

H.R. 4681 sets an elevated threshold which
will make U.S. leadership for peace in the
Middle East nearly impossible even if Hamas
does agree to recognize Israel, does renounce
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terrorism and does agree to abide by all pre-
vious agreements. The outcome of this bill, if
it were to become law, would be to isolate
Palestinian leaders who have been committed
to advancing the peace process, isolate lead-
ers who have denounced terrorism, and iso-
late leaders who are working with Israel for
peace and a permanent two-state solution.

How does this bill advance U.S. goals in the
region? It doesn't.

This bill's real result will be to isolate the
U.S. among members of the international
community that are working for a peaceful and
just solution between Israel and the Palestin-
ians.

One of our partners in isolating Hamas and
delivering humanitarian assistance to the Pal-
estinian people is the United Nations. A sec-
tion of this bill calls for withholding a portion of
U.S. contribution to the United Nation as if this
valuable partner were the enemy. For this bill
to target the United Nations—a member of the
Quartet—in such a fashion is a clear sign that
this bill is intended to undermine the Bush ad-
ministration’s multilateral leadership.

This bill places extreme constraints on the
delivery of humanitarian assistance by non-
governmental organizations to the Palestinian
people. This bill's unnecessary obstacles have
the potential for very negative human con-
sequences and would exacerbate a humani-
tarian crisis. Palestinian families and children
must not be targeted for deprivation of their
basic human needs by this Congress. Instead
let this House ensure that Palestinian families
and children will treated in a fashion that re-
flects our values and the belief that their lives
are valued.

NGOs with significant experience delivering
humanitarian assistance have expressed seri-
ous concerns that the lack of flexibility in H.R.
4681.

An April 6, 2006 letter from United States
Conference on Catholic Bishops to Chairman
Hyde expressing concerns regarding the sub-
stitute amendment to H.R. 4681 states, “the
legislation should provide for the urgent needs
of the Palestinian people. A further deteriora-
tion of the humanitarian and economic situa-
tion of the Palestinian people compromises
human dignity and serves the long term inter-
ests neither of Palestinians nor of Israelis who
long for a just peace.”

In it present form, this bill will not allow
NGOs to properly carry out the very assist-
ance determined to be necessary by Secretary
Rice—ensuring suffering and misery among
the Palestinian people.

Finally, my opposition to H.R. 4681 is based
on policy grounds that reflect my support for a
Middle East peace process which will ulti-
mately yield security and freedom from ter-
rorism for the State of Israel and the lIsraeli
people, as well as a democratic, secure and
peaceful state for the Palestinian people.

H.R. 4681, will result in no greater security
or opportunities for peace than exist today
with current law and the administration’s
present policy course. But this bill may in fact
have the result of fueling a humanitarian crisis.
Passing this bill undermines U.S. interests and
has potential long-term negative con-
sequences for the Israeli people and the Pal-
estinians.

Later this week, in this chamber, we will be
honored by the presence of Israeli Prime Min-
ister Ehud Olmert. In an interview last week,
Primer Minister Olmert said the Palestinians
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