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is always under improvement. By 1975 the
club had expanded to 6 aircraft and today they
have over 140 members.

The Williamson Flying Club, Inc. has a sto-
ried history ranging over five decades. As stat-
ed in their corporation certificate: “The pur-
pose for which the corporation is to be formed
are to promote and encourage interest in avia-
tion and all allied sciences . . . to teach the
members of the corporation to fly and improve
their ability . . . to purchase . . . airplanes

. airports, hangars . . . but not for profit.”
Out of a deep love and respect for aviation,
the group carries an altruistic spirit to share
and spread the wonders that flying can bring
not only to individuals but also to the sur-
rounding community.

| congratulate the Williamson Flying Club,
Inc. on a successful history and wish them the
| best of luck for the many more years of flying
they have ahead.

HONORING FAUSTO MIRANDA
HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2006

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to address the House in honor of Fausto
Miranda, a legendary sports reporter and one
of the most outstanding members of our
Cuban-American community. Last week,
Fausto Miranda passed away in his Miami
home at the age of 91.

Miami and the Cuban people grieve in the
face of this loss. Fausto Miranda was born on
July 4, 1914, not knowing that history would
turn this date into two reasons for him to cele-
brate. In 1960, Fausto Miranda came to the
U.S. where, like so many other Cubans fleeing
the newly installed Castro regime, he found a
safe haven and the opportunity to continue his
extraordinary journalistic career. The fourth of
July from now on provided him with two rea-
sons to celebrate—the day he was born and
the day America became independent and
turned into a home for the oppressed and per-
secuted.

Born and raised in the town of Puerto Padre
in eastern Cuba, Fausto Miranda dreamt of
becoming a lawyer; instead his poor back-
ground forced him to work in the sugar indus-
try for a mere 30 pesos a month. Young
Fausto was very shrewd when it came to mak-
ing a living—he took on such diverse jobs as
street vendor, prison guard, trumpeter, orches-
tra manager, doorman, cleaning person, music
critic, social annalist, and political reporter.

At the age of 20, fate showed him where his
real talent lay buried. Working as a stadium
announcer, he one day passed his notes on to
a journalist of Diario de Cuba, one of the
count’s major newspapers. The next day, the
article on the baseball game that appeared in
the Diario was signed by ‘Fausto Miranda,
Special Correspondent’. Years later, Fausto
Miranda recalled: “The night the newspaper
came out and | saw the article with my name,
| did not sleep.”

His career began to take off when he
moved to Cuba’s capital city of Havana in
1933. He started writing a column called
“Stardust” which soon brought him further
writing assignments for the newspapers El
Crisol, Informacion, Diario de la Marina and
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Alerta as well as a job as sports commentator
for radio COCO. Fausto Miranda rose to be-
come “an all-time pillar of Cuban sports jour-
nalism with an encyclopedic knowledge of
baseball”’, according to Felo Ramirez, a vet-
eran sports commentator and member of the
National Baseball Hall of Fame in Coopers-
town.

During Fausto’s time in Havana, the Cuban
people were fortunate to have the best sports
journalists in the hemisphere, including great
personalities like Eladio Secades, Jessie
Losada, and Pedro Galiana. When Fidel Cas-
tro came to power in 1959, Miranda was presi-
dent of the Sports Writer Association. Like so
many other branches of the vibrant Cuban civil
society, the Association was closed down by
the dictator and Fausto Miranda was forced to
flee the tyrant’s grasp.

He arrived in New York City, the haven to
so many freedom-seeking immigrants, where
he once again started off by taking on a sim-
ple job as doorman before entering the Amer-
ican sports journalism. While his little brother
Willy Miranda was out on the field playing for
the New York Yankees, Fausto was reporting
from the American sports world for a wide va-
riety of national and international media. He
wrote for the newspaper La Prensa, the Gesto
magazine as well as the French news agency
AFP, and broadcast for the radio stations
Canal 47, Radio X and WQBA-La Cubanisima.

In 1975, Fausto moved to Miami where he
founded the sports section of EI Miami Herald,
predecessor of El Nuevo Herald, the Spanish-
language version of the Miami Herald. In his
famed weekly column “Los viejos”, Fausto Mi-
randa revived the Cuban-American’s commu-
nity memories of their tropical homeland. The
popularity he gained was so great that even
after his retirement in 1995, Fausto continued
to publish the popular weekly column.

The Cuban-American community mourns an
outstanding man, whose love of sports would
always drive him forward. Calling himself a
“very bad athlete . . . very bad in everything”,
his passion for the athletic world paved his
way from a stadium announcer to one of the
Western Hemisphere’s most high-profile sports
journalists. Not even the murderous dictator
Fidel Castro could stop him—from stardom in
Havana, Fausto went to stardom in Miami.

Fausto Miranda was not only an annalist of
the times when legends like the boxers Kid
Chocolate and Joe Louis were attracting huge
crowds, and baseball legends Babe Ruth and
Lou Gehrig were filing the stadiums, but
through his writing he also helped the Cuban
American community to keep our memories of
our native Cuba alive, “the most beautiful land
human eyes ever beheld,” as he once said.
We will greatly miss him.

——————

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2007

SPEECH OF

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 17, 2006

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration of the concurrent resolution
(H. Con. Res. 376) establishing the congres-
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sional budget for the United States Govern-
ment for fiscal year 2007 and setting forth
appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2008 through 2011:

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Chairman, | rise in opposi-
tion to the deficits proposed by this budget.
We are at war. This should be a time of sac-
rifice for all Americans; it is not the time for
gutting programs that help working families to
pay for tax cuts to the wealthy among us. Sac-
rifice should be shared, not dumped on some
of us.

Everywhere | go these days, people ask me
when Congress will do something about the
budget deficit—whch will mean profound taxes
on their children down the road . . . Repub-
licans, Democrats, business people, labor-
ers—everybody.

| keep telling them each budget we pass is
worse and worse, growing the deficit at an in-
credible level. People used to say Congress
was taxing and spending. These days Con-
gress is borrowing and spending . . . worse,
we’re borrowing from our children. This budget
grows both the deficit and the national debt.
The deficits in this budget would, according to
the report accompanying the resolution, lead
to another debt limit increase of $653 billion—
on top of the $3 ftrillion in debt ceiling in-
creases already approved since President
Bush took office.

And still . . . this resolution makes deep and
harmful cuts to critical services for working
families—including border security, education,
and veterans’ services. Democrats offer a
budget today, that this House will certainly re-
ject, that does not include the harmful cuts to
domestic priorities while still reaching balance
in 2012. It has smaller deficits than the Re-
publican budget, accumulates less debt, and
returns us back to paying for what we pass.

If we pass this budget resolution today—and
| will vote no—this House is following the bad
ideas in President Bush’s budget, which con-
tinues the policies of the past 5 years that
deeply cut into the spending for our homeland
security, simply to pay for tax cuts to the
wealthiest Americans.

The budget makes long-term damage in our
real security . . . at a time the President and
many in this Congress are saying the needs
on the border are so severe that we must
send the National Guard to protect the border.
First, let me say how much | oppose deploying
the Guard to the border . . . but let’s talk about
how we got to crisis on the border: it is en-
tirely about calculated disregard to the security
forces on the border.

The House budget shortchanges homeland
security programs—cutting them by up to
$488 million this year and up to $6.1 billion
over 5 years from the amount needed to keep
up with inflation. In December, when the 9/11
Commission issued its final report card, it
gave the Bush Administration and this Con-
gress a series of C’s, D’s, and F’s on many
areas in homeland security—including border
security.

The only thing we have given border secu-
rity is promises, but no money. We know gen-
erally how much it would cost for the rec-
ommendations the 9—11 Commission said was
the very least we must do to make a dent in
illegal immigration:

$375 million for the detention beds the 9/11
Commission determined we need,

$340 million for the Border Patrol agents the
9/11 Commission determined we need.

Even with the VA treating more than
144,000 veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan,
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the House budget cuts veterans’ health care
by $6 bilion over 5 years, and increases
TRICARE health care premiums for more than
3 million military retirees and their families.

Despite record enrollment growth from pre-
K to college, the House budget makes the
largest cuts in education in 23 years and pro-
vides $15.4 billion less in funding than prom-
ised by the No Child Left Behind Act.

Even as college costs have risen 40 percent
since 2001, this budget freezes the maximum
Pell Grant for college at $4,050—for the fourth
year in a row. The budget denies more than
460,000 students low-cost loans and elimi-
nates eight higher education programs, includ-
ing GEAR-UP, TRIO Upward Bound, and
TRIO Talent Search—all of which have made
all the difference in the lives of South Texas
students. These insulting cuts come just 2
months after the majority in this body voted to
raid federal student aid programs by $12 bil-
lion.

The other thing people are saying to me ev-
erywhere | go is: when will Congress raise the
minimum wage? Gas prices are going up,
food prices are going up . . . the cost of every-
thing is going up EXCEPT for the minimum
wage.

| 'urge my colleagues to reject the budget
before us.

RECOGNIZING TYLER R. BOGGESS
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2006

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Tyler R. Boggess, a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 397, and in earning the most pres-

tigious award of Eagle Scout.
Tyler has been very active with his troop,

participating in many scout activities including
High Adventure and the Brownsea Leadership
Camp. Over the 11 years Tyler has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned
numerous merit badges, but also the respect
of his family, peers, and community. The city
of Kearney, Missouri benefited from Tyler's
leadership in the re-roofing of nine shelters at
the Lions Park in Kearney for his Eagle Scout
Service Project.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Tyler R. Boggess for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF PEACE OFFICERS ME-
MORIAL DAY

SPEECH OF

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2006

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of H. Res. 788, a resolution
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that honors and celebrates the 25th Annual
National Peace Officers’ Memorial Service Ob-
servance Day on May 15, 2006. President
John F. Kennedy proclaimed May 15th as Na-
tional Peace Officers’ Memorial Day in 1962.
However, it was not until May 15, 1982 that
the first National Peace Officers’ Memorial
Day Service was held in Washington, DC. It is
important that all citizens know and under-
stand the duties, responsibilities, hazards, and
sacrifices of their law enforcement agencies.
The memorial that was created in Washington,
DC stands as a daily reminder of these dan-
gers facing our law enforcement officers and
of how these brave men and women died fac-
ing them.

As a former police officer, | salute those law
enforcement officials who died in the line of
duty in 2005 and continue to honor those po-
lice officers who gave their lives in past years.
As a member of the Congressional Law En-
forcement Caucus, | strongly support critical
funding for programs, such as the Community
Oriented Policing Services (COPS) program,
to hire additional police officers and help law
enforcement acquire the latest crime-fighting
technologies. | will continue to be a strong
supporter of the law enforcement community
and will advocate on behalf of public safety in

Congress.

Madam Speaker, in honor of the law en-
forcement officers who, through their coura-
geous deeds, have made the ultimate sacrifice
in service to their community or have become
disabled in the performance of duty, | ask my
colleagues to join me in recognizing and pay-
ing respect to our fallen heroes. As a proud
cosponsor of H. Res. 788, | urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution.

TRIBUTE TO JOHN M. EVANS
HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 18, 2006

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, today
| pay tribute to John M. Evans, one of our
Federal Government's finest public servants
and a long time resident of the Common-
wealth of Virginia. This March he retired from
an exceptionally distinguished career of serv-
ice to his country. He has served our Nation
as a career civil servant for over 33 years. He
has been an exceptional leader and has
played a key role in ensuring effective finan-
cial management for the Department of De-
fense. It gives me pride to have the oppor-
tunity to honor him today for his tremendous
accomplishments.

Mr. Evans began his career with the Navy
in the financial management field working for
various field activities. He progressed to a
management position in the Military Traffic
Management Command at the Department of
Defense where he had responsibility for per-
sonnel and administration.

Mr. Evans first served in the Department of
Defense Comptroller office as a senior budget
analyst for a number of major Department of
Defense-wide programs, including the DoD
Family Housing Program, the DoD Real Prop-
erty Maintenance Program, Navy Military Con-
struction, and DoD Depot Maintenance.

E879

Mr. Evans also served as the director for re-
volving funds beginning in April of 2000. While
director, he was responsible for financial man-
agement oversight for all DoD revolving and
working capital funds, including the Defense
Working Capital funds.

Since 2001, Mr. Evans was the director for
operations. As director, Mr. Evans was re-
sponsible for the Department’s Operations and
Maintenance appropriations, including pro-
grams that support the global war on terror
and the Department’s homeland security func-
tions.

Senior leaders, both in the Congress and
the Department of Defense, have benefited
from Mr. Evans’ experience, outstanding lead-
ership, and distinguished performance. His ef-
forts have enabled our Nation’s leader to
make the most effective use of defense re-
sources to ensure America’s military strength.
On behalf of my colleagues, | thank him for
his service to our country and wish him well
on his retirement.

——————

SUPPORT FOR H.R. 2231

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 18, 2006

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 2231, the Breast Cancer and
Environmental Research Act, and | ask my
colleagues to work with me to pass this impor-
tant legislation.

Last Sunday was Mother's Day, and in
honor of all mothers, | rise today to stand with
the National Breast Cancer Coalition and the
3 million American women living with breast
cancer today to urge all my colleagues to
push for passage of the Breast Cancer and
Environmental Research Act—H.R. 2231. Too
many mothers, daughters, wives, and sisters
are dying from breast cancer. We will not end
this disease until we find out what causes it.

It is generally believed that the environment
plays some role in the development of breast
cancer, but the extent of that role is not under-
stood. Less than 30 percent of breast cancers
are explained by known risk factors. However,
there is little consensus in the scientific com-
munity on how the environment impacts breast
cancer. Studies have explored the effect of
isolated environmental factors such as diet,
pesticides, and electromagnetic fields, but in
most cases there is no conclusive evidence.
Furthermore, there are many other factors that
are suspected to play a role but have not
been fully studied.

Clearly, more research needs to be done to
determine the relationship between the envi-
ronment and breast cancer. What is needed is
a collaborative, comprehensive, national strat-
egy to study these issues. H.R. 2231 makes
that strategy possible.
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