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IN TRIBUTE TO ART HEITZER’S 40 

YEARS OF COMMUNITY LEADER-
SHIP 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2006 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a noted Milwaukee com-
munity leader, Mr. Art Heitzer, as his col-
leagues, friends, and family gather to cele-
brate his 40 years of activism. Throughout his 
life, Art has maintained an unwavering com-
mitment to improving the quality of life for ev-
eryone in Milwaukee, while never losing sight 
of Milwaukee’s connections to the wider world. 

Art emerged as a compelling student leader 
while studying at Marquette University in the 
1960s. As President of the Marquette Student 
Government, he helped organize student dem-
onstrations that led to the creation of the 
Equal Opportunities Program, which provides 
low-income students and students of color 
with the academic support, tutoring and men-
toring they need to succeed. A whole genera-
tion of community leaders who have since 
been educated at Marquette—myself in-
cluded—are indebted to Art for leading this 
charge. 

Art Heitzer is nationally known for his path-
breaking work in employment law, and has at-
tained leadership positions in state and na-
tional professional associations as a result of 
his success. An active citizen, he has been a 
noted member of the Midtown Neighborhood 
Association, and a committed leader of Peace 
Action Wisconsin. He serves on the boards of 
the Fourth Street Forum and Ko Thi Dance 
Company, and is a member of Central United 
Methodist church. 

A true citizen of the world, Art has been a 
longtime advocate for changes to U.S. foreign 
policy toward Cuba. A strong opponent of the 
travel ban, he has organized religious and 
civic delegations to visit Cuba, and has been 
instrumental in developing a sister city rela-
tionship between Milwaukee and Nuevitas. He 
has acted out of his passionate belief that in-
creasing connections between U.S. and 
Cuban citizens can only improve the state of 
democracy and human rights in Cuba and at 
home. Mr. Speaker, it is truly a privilege to 
pay tribute today to Art, his wife Sandra 
Edhlund and son Franz, and to thank all of 
them for their commitment to improving Mil-
waukee and our world. 

f 

LETTER TO PRESIDENT BUSH 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, on April 14, 
2006, I sent the following letter to President 
Bush regarding reports of United States troops 
conducting military operations in Iran: 

DEAR PRESIDENT BUSH: Recently, it has 
been reported that U.S. troops are con-
ducting military operations in Iran. If true, 
it appears that you have already made the 
decision to commit U.S. military forces to a 
unilateral conflict with Iran, even before di-
rect or indirect negotiations with the gov-

ernment of Iran had been attempted, without 
UN support and without authorization from 
the U.S. Congress. 

The presence of U.S. marines in Iran con-
stitutes a hostile act against that country. 
At a time when diplomacy is urgently need-
ed, it escalates an international crisis. It un-
dermines any attempts to negotiate with the 
government of Iran. And it will undermine 
U.S. diplomatic efforts at the U.N. 

Furthermore, it places U.S. troops occu-
pying neighboring Iraq in greater danger. 
The achievement of stability and a transi-
tion to Iraqi security control will be com-
promised, reversing any progress that has 
been cited by the Administration. 

It would be hard to believe that such an 
imprudent decision had been taken, but for 
the number and variety of sources con-
firming it. In the last week, the national 
media have reported that you have in fact 
commenced a military operation in Iran. 
Today, retired Col. Sam Gardiner related on 
CNN that the Iranian Ambassador to the 
IAEA, Aliasghar Soltaniyeh, reported to him 
that the Iranians have captured dissident 
forces who have confessed to working with 
U.S. troops in Iran. Earlier in the week, Sey-
mour Hersh reported that a U.S. source had 
told him that U.S. marines were operating in 
the Baluchi, Azeri and Kurdish regions of 
Iran. 

Any military deployment to Iran would 
constitute an urgent matter of national sig-
nificance. I urge you to report immediately 
to Congress on all activities involving Amer-
ican forces in Iran. I look forward to a 
prompt response. 

Sincerely, 
DENNIS J. KUCINICH, 

Member of Congress. 
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CONGRATULATING REV. JOHN S. 
KRAFCHAK ON THE OCCASION OF 
HIS 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF OR-
DINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2006 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to pay tribute to the 
Rev. John S. Krafchak, pastor of St. Mary of 
Czestochowa Church, Nanticoke, Pennsyl-
vania, who is celebrating his 50th anniversary 
of ordination to the priesthood on May 26, 
2006. 

Father Krafchak was born in Old Forge, 
Pennsylvania, in 1931, a son of Ann Marie 
Potempa and John Krafchak. He graduated 
from St. Ann’s Monastery High School in West 
Scranton. He attended St. Mary’s College, Or-
chard Lake, Michigan; St. Mary’s Seminary 
and University, Baltimore, Maryland. He was 
ordained on May 26, 1956, in St. Peter’s Ca-
thedral, Scranton, by then Bishop Jerome D. 
Hannon. 

Father Krafchak was first assigned as as-
sistant pastor at Holy Name of Jesus Church, 
Swoyersville, Pennsylvania. He was later 
transferred to St. Mary’s Church, Nanticoke 
and then to St. Hedwig’s Church, Kingston. 
Following that assignment, he was transferred 
to St. Mary’s Church of the Maternity in 
Wilkes-Barre. In 1974, he was named admin-
istrator at Ss. Peter and Paul Church, Sugar 
Notch and, in 1983, was named pastor at St. 
Mary’s Church in Nanticoke, where he is pres-
ently. 

Over the years, he taught at Marymount 
High School in Wilkes-Barre and West Side 
Central Catholic High School in Kingston. 

Father Krafchak is well known as a ‘‘peo-
ple’s priest’’ because of how intensely he has 
worked with his parishioners on a myriad of 
projects and issues. 

Over the years, Father Krafchak was espe-
cially interested in building his parish’s reli-
gious education programs as well as the mar-
riage preparation and family life programs. He 
was also very concerned about parish restora-
tion and expansion projects as well as stabi-
lizing parish finances. At his present parish, he 
oversaw the construction of a new rectory in 
1986. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Father Krafchak on a remarkable 
priestly career. His devotion to his chosen vo-
cation and his commitment to the people he 
served is an inspiration for others in the value 
of selfless service. Father Krafchak has left an 
indelible mark on the lives of thousands in 
northeastern Pennsylvania and, in the proc-
ess, has earned their eternal love and respect. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SYBYL ATWOOD 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 4, 2006 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a remarkable woman, Sybyl At-
wood. For the past 40 years Sybyl has been 
the linchpin of the social services community 
in my hometown, Flint, Michigan. On May 11 
she will be honored for her selfless work on 
behalf of the less fortunate at a dinner hosted 
by the Resource Center in Flint. 

Relocating to the Flint area after earning her 
Baccalaureate Degree in Community Develop-
ment from Central Michigan University, she 
gathered together a group of volunteers on 
February 14, 1966 and founded the Volunteer 
Bureau. Serving as the chief executive officer 
of the Bureau for more than 20 years, Sybyl 
defined its direction as an organization pro-
moting volunteerism, grassroots community in-
volvement and expanded delivery of social 
services in the Flint area. The Bureau evolved 
into the Voluntary Action Center in 1989 and 
Sybyl continued at its helm. After merging with 
United Way, the Voluntary Action Center be-
came part of the Resource Center. Sybyl con-
tinues to head the Volunteer Services at the 
Resource Center. 

Thousands of volunteers have benefited 
from her training and guidance. She compiled 
the Genesee County Community Sourcebook, 
a reference book listing over 400 service 
agencies in Genesee County. Sybyl is also re-
sponsible for assembling the information and 
the publishing of the ‘‘Emergency Assistance 
Directory,’’ the ‘‘Youth Volunteer Opportunities 
Directory,’’ and the ‘‘Reduced Income Plan-
ning Guide.’’ She also coordinates the weekly 
‘‘Volunteer Here’’ column in the Flint Journal 
and runs the Information and Referral Pro-
gram. This program receives about 350 calls 
per month from persons seeking emergency 
assistance. 

For her service to the community Sybyl has 
received the American Society of Training and 
Development Chapter Award for Service, City 
of Flint Human Relations Commission Peo-
ple’s Award, Genesee County Bar Association 
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Liberty Bell Award, Toastmaster International 
Regional Communication and Leadership 
Award, the YWCA of Greater Flint Nina Mills 
Women of Achievement Award, the Rotary 
Club’s Paul Harris Award, Citizen of the Year 
Award from the National Association of Social 
Workers, and earlier this week Michigan State 
University named her the 2006 Outstanding 
Field Educator for the Flint Program. 

In addition to her work with Volunteer Serv-
ices, Sybyl is also a founding member of the 
Emergency Services Council, the Genesee 
County Service Learning Coalition, the local 
Americorps collaborative, and has found time 
to work toward a master’s degree in Public 
Administration. As a member of the Com-
mittee Concerned with Housing, she is cur-
rently studying the gaps in service in the 
emergency housing sector. Sybyl works within 
her neighborhood promoting the historic Car-
riage Town area and the propagation of Michi-
gan’s indigenous plants and grasses. 

Mr. Speaker, Sybyl Atwood embodies the 
sentiments in her favorite quotation, ‘‘While 
there is a lower class, I am in it; while there 
is a criminal element, I am of it; while there is 
a soul in prison, I am not free.’’ She is a 
champion of the poor, the helpless, and the in-
nocent. I am proud of my association with her, 
grateful for the good that she does, and treas-
ure her inspiration, commitment and wisdom. 
The Flint community is a more humane place 
because of Sybyl Atwood. I ask the House of 
Representatives to rise today and join me in 
honoring this exceptional woman. 

f 

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2006 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in solidity with Jews across this nation 
and around the world to pay tribute to those 
who perished at the hands of the Nazis during 
the Holocaust. Today in the Nation’s Capital, 
we gather to pay our respects at the National 
Commemoration of the Days of Remem-
brance. I would like to thank the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum for arranging this 
important and emotional event. 

My district, the 9th Congressional District of 
Illinois, is home to perhaps the largest con-
centration of survivors in the country and cer-
tainly in the state, and this day holds deep 
meaning for those individuals and the entire 
community. 

Recent events in the Middle East and 
around the world underscore the importance 
of this day. Anti-Semitic and anti-Israel rhetoric 
and demonstrations continue in numerous 
countries. And the President of one these 
countries, Iran, has threatened to use nuclear 
weapons to wipe Israel off the face of the 
map. 

With anti-Semitism on the rise we must be 
reminded that ‘‘Never Again’’ is not a guar-
antee, but a pledge that we must uphold 
through education, dialogue, and determina-
tion. It also reminds us that we must continue 
to strengthen the U.S. commitment to the se-
curity of Israel. Moreover, we must redouble 
our efforts to bring lasting peace to the Middle 
East. 

‘‘Never Again’’ means that we must combat 
hate wherever it exists. While the Holocaust 
was a unique incident, a genocide is taking 
place right in front of our eyes in the Darfur re-
gion of Sudan. I recently traveled to Darfur 
where President Bush and the U.S. Congress 
have officially acknowledged ‘‘genocide’’ is 
taking place. According to official estimates, 
out of an estimated pre-conflict population of 7 
million in Darfur, anywhere between 180,000 
and 400,000 Darfurians have already died and 
over 2 million have been displaced. The con-
flict has spilled across international borders 
and hundreds of thousands have fled into 
Chad. The window to provide security and 
hope is narrowing. According to the Com-
mander of the African Union forces who 
briefed the participants of my Congressional 
Delegation in Darfur, ‘‘There is no sense of ur-
gency outside.’’ 

As a Jew I cannot sit idle while these atroc-
ities continue to unfold in Darfur. The lessons 
from the Holocaust have taught us that we 
must never turn a blind eye to terror or dis-
crimination. We must demand that our govern-
ment hold those who carry out acts of need-
less brutality accountable. I believe that every-
one should take a moment today to consider 
the role of the U.S. in the prevention and pros-
ecution of genocide. 

We must honor those who were lost during 
the Holocaust by carrying on and living honor-
able and productive lives. At the same time 
we must also honor them by carrying out 
measures to bring to justice those who were 
implicated and who profited from their suf-
fering. And we must do everything within our 
power to provide the utmost measure of res-
titution for those who survived the Nazi’s evil 
plan. 

The Holocaust was the most horrific human 
atrocity the world saw during the last century 
and perhaps in the history of the planet. Mil-
lions of Jews and others were brutalized, 
raped, beaten, dehumanized, enslaved, 
robbed, and murdered. While it is hard to 
grasp how terrible those events must have 
been, what all of our children, and us must do 
is to listen to the stories of those few remain-
ing survivors of the Holocaust and ensure that 
their stories and their suffering are a perma-
nent part of history. 

Today we honor and mourn those who per-
ished. We vow to live our lives in a way that 
pays tribute to their memory and ensures oth-
ers will not suffer their fate. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CHARTER 
SCHOOLS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate Charter 
Schools across the country and in the 21st 
District of Florida for their continuing work to 
educate our country’s youth. Charter schools 
are a great asset for our children and for our 
public school system. By providing flexible 
programs, community outreach, and special-
ized training, charter schools serve the ever 
changing needs of our students. The City of 

Pembroke Pines Florida Charter School, lo-
cated within the 21st District of Florida, stands 
as an exemplary model of excellence among 
all charter schools. 

Under Governor Jeb Bush’s A-plus plan, the 
Pembroke Pines charter elementary and mid-
dle schools have all earned an ‘‘A’’ for the 
past two years for exceptional student 
achievement. The Pembroke Pines Charter 
School standardized test scores are out-
standing. By all measures, this charter school 
has exceeded its goals and reached beyond 
expectations. 

The City of Pembroke Pines Florida Charter 
School is exceptional for another reason: its 
specialized training for autistic students. At 
Pembroke Pines, autistic students receive 
training tailored to their unique and individual 
needs. Not only do these students receive the 
personal attention that they need, they also 
are assimilated into the general school popu-
lation. This innovative program brilliantly 
serves both needs of our autistic students by 
expanding their academic ability while fos-
tering good social skills among the general 
student body. 

I wholeheartedly commend our charter 
schools for their hard work and devotion to our 
children. With creative solutions and selfless 
dedication, these schools provide an invalu-
able service to the next generation of Ameri-
cans. On the occasion of National Charter 
Schools week, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to express my deepest support for this 
resolution. Most of all, I extend my heartfelt 
gratitude to the teachers, administrators, and 
students of our Nation’s charter schools. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EDWARDSVILLE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2006 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Edwardsville Public Library of Illinois 
as we celebrate its 100th anniversary. For the 
last 100 years, the library and staff have 
served the residents of Edwardsville and the 
surrounding area. 

The first library in Edwardsville was estab-
lished in 1819; just one year after Illinois was 
admitted into the Union. In 1823, the 
Edwardsville Library Association was char-
tered and it was again revived in 1879. In 
1903, through the efforts of the Library Board 
President Charles Boeschenstein, 
Edwardsville was given a gift of $12,500 from 
Andre Carnegie. On June 26, 1906 the library 
building was dedicated. 

The library has gone through several struc-
tural changes over the years, including grow-
ing from 8,000 square feet to 20,000 square 
feet. No matter the structural changes, the li-
brary patrons still have access to a wealth of 
information and resources. 

It is my pleasure to congratulate the people 
that have made the Edwardsville Public Li-
brary a sanctuary of intellectuality for 100 
years and I wish all the best for the years to 
come. 
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