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Grassetti, and his predecessor Willie Manzi for
their efforts in building such a fine athletics
program.

SPRINGFIELD TECHNICAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE
LADY RAMS 2005 WOMEN’S SOCCER ROSTER
The NJCAA Division III National Cham-

pions, November 13, 2005, in Herkimer, NY,

against Cedar Valley College of Dallas,

Texas.

Sarah Levesque, goalkeeper, Ludlow High

School.

Christa Blair, forward, Gateway Regional

High School.

Stefiny Knight, midfielder, Ludlow High

School.

Crystal Dube,

High School.
Marianne Laford, defense/midfield, Spring-

field Central High School.

Kara Trzasko, defense, Gateway Regional

High School.

midfielder, South Hadley

Nora Healy, forward, Chicopee High
School.
Chrissy Pikula, defense/midfield, High

School of Science & Technology.

Jess Luszcz, midfielder, Ludlow High
School.

Le Nguyen, defense, High School of Science
& Technology.

Lindsey Pobieglo, midfield/forward, Palm-
er High School.

Jackie Peloquin, defense, Chicopee High
School.

Monica Gunn, midfielder,
School.

Hillary Flanders, forward, Sabis Inter-
national Charter School.

Head Coach: Bob Fuqua.

Assistant Coach: Brewster Renn.

Athletics Director: J. Vincent Grassetti.

Palmer High

TRIBUTE TO TERESA SHOCKLEY
HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2006

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this means to congratulate second grade
teacher Teresa Shockley, who received the
Missouri State Teacher's Association (MSTA)
Southwest Region Elementary Educator of the
Year award.

On April 10, 2006, Mrs. Shockley received
the award for the southwest region of Missouri
for her innovation in the classroom. Mrs.
Shockley teaches using hands-on lessons
three to five times a week. Currently, her stu-
dents are growing tadpoles and plants and
preparing for a musical. She also has the chil-
dren in her class create mini-economies, in
which the students set up counties, cities, and
city councils.

Mrs. Shockley has been teaching for twelve
years, the last three of which she has taught
second grade at Conway, Missouri’s Ezard El-
ementary School. After she graduated from
Conway High School in 1989, she attended
Southwest Missouri State University. Mrs.
Shockley earned her Master's degree from
Southwest Baptist University while teaching
fifth grade at Joel E. Barber School near Leb-
anon, Missouri. She has written various grants
including, “Time Travel Through Literature,”
and “Consumers in Training.” She also stays
active in the community through her involve-
ment in the Community Teacher’'s Association
and the Professional Development Committee
at Ezard Elementary School.

Mr. Speaker, | am certain that the Members
of the House will join me in congratulating
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Mrs. Teresa Shockley and in thanking her for
her commitment to education.

TEXAS MADD CANDLELIGHT VIGIL
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2006

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, as you know, April
23-29 was designated as “National Crime Vic-
tims’ Rights Week.” In conjunction with crime
victims’ rights week, the Texas Chapter of
Mothers Against Drunk Driving, MADD, held a
statewide candlelight vigil on Monday, April
24, 2006, in Austin, Texas. | had the privilege
to attend, as well as speak, at the vigil. The
candlelight vigil was held to recognize, re-
member, and honor all of the victims of crime,
throughout the Great State of Texas. It is only
fitting that we pay tribute the Texas Chapter of
MADD for their dedication and commitment to
educating, preventing, and ending drunk driv-
ing, and its devastating consequences, in
Texas and throughout the United States.

The National MADD Organization was es-
tablished in 1980 by Candy Lightner, whose
13 year old daughter, Cari, was struck and
killed by a drunk driver, while she was walking
to a school carnival. All of MADD’s 10 presi-
dents have been victims and/or lost a loved
one to a drunk driver. MADD’s current presi-
dent, Glynn Birch became the first male presi-
dent of the organization in 2005. Since its in-
ception, MADD has grown from a single chap-
ter to nearly 600 chapters nationwide, with the
number of supporters in the millions. MADD
has been responsible for raising the federal
drinking age to 21 years of age, lowering the
legal threshold for intoxicated driving to .08,
launching countless public service and media
ad campaigns alerting teens to the dangers of
drinking and driving, and celebrating its 25th
Anniversary with the theme—“MADD Cele-
brates Life.”

The Texas Chapter of MADD has been rec-
ognized for its efforts throughout the state in
promoting the goals and principals of the Na-
tional MADD Organization. The Texas MADD
was the recipient of the 2002 Heart of MADD
Award—honoring Texas’ efforts in building
strong victim service programs and outreach
to victims of drunk driving crime. The Texas
MADD has also been recognized by the Na-
tional MADD organization for their work re-
garding their efforts to combat underage drink-
ing in Texas, passing the .08 blood alcohol
concentration in the Texas State Legislation,
and for their contribution to a video for teens
showcasing the danger of teenage alcohol
consumption. The Texas Chapter of MADD
has also supported countless pieces of Texas
state legislation which protects its fellow Tex-
ans from drunk drivers, as well as making
sure the offenders are adequately punished.

The Texas Chapter of MADD, as well as the
National MADD Organization, has made it
their mission to protect our roadways and edu-
cate our citizens to the negative con-
sequences of drunk driving. They are also re-
sponsible for caring for the victims from these
senseless acts of violence, to ensure their
voices are heard and not forgotten. The Texas
Chapter of MADD truly deserves this recogni-
tion. That’s just the way it is.
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RECOGNIZING MATTHEW
SCHANUEL FOR ACHIEVING THE
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2006

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Matthew Schanuel, a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 288, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Matthew has been very active with his
troop, participating in many scout activities.
Over the many years Matthew has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned
numerous merit badges, but also the respect
of his family, peers, and community.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Matthew Schanuel for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

A WAVE’'S FIRST STRIKE
HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2006

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
acknowledgment of a recent opinion editorial
in the Washington Post and an editorial in the
New York Times which called for comprehen-
sive immigration reform and the fair treatment
of undocumented immigrants in this country. It
is clear to me that this is only the beginning
and that much more is coming.

On May 1st there was a Latino national
strike in which tens of thousands of people did
not show up for work in support of their cause.
Strikes took place in cities such as New York,
Chicago, Denver, Atlanta, and Los Angeles.
Millions are taking to the streets to make sure
that their voices are heard.

They want to make Americans nationwide
understand that they are not here to harm
anyone, but to work and support their families
alike. These are people with values like our
own and who also share our ethics of working
hard to support oneself. Many in this country
are not willing to take the necessary time to
assess the struggle that immigrant families go
through. Why is it that their contributions to
our society are often ignored while their ex-
ploitation goes unnoticed? These are the peo-
ple that make our meals, trim our hedges and
construct our buildings, yet will we continue to
regard them forever as second-class citizens?
We must no longer continue on this dan-
gerous path.

The op ed in the Washington Post noted
that, “something important is happening—
something that goes beyond the debate on
Capitol Hill about immigration reform”, and
that statement has never been more valid than
now. There is a serious desire of immigrants
to become members of our community,
through hard work and patriotism, fundamental
principles we all hold close to our hearts. The
goal of this government should not be to erect
barriers that hinder people from contributing
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and achieving the American Dream, but to
help those who seek our assistance so that
they can become productive members of our
society.

We must take decisive action to ensure a
fair and equitable immigration policy. We must
make it so that no one in this country feels like
a second-class citizen. We must make it so
that everyone has a equal footing for advance
and prosper. This movement should be a way
to bring our minority communities together, es-
pecially the African American community. We
should see this as an opportunity to help oth-
ers who have experienced something we all
have in common, discrimination.

| enter into the RECORD, these opinion edi-
torials by Eugene Robinson and the New York
Times editorial for their different perspectives
on such a controversial topic. This is truly an
issue that has started to divide our country in-
stead of unite it. We must come to this issue
of immigration with a clearer view, one that
does not include our cultural biases and ha-
tred for those different than ourselves. The
editorial asks if the message has sunken in
yet with the American people. We are hearing
their message and | hope that it starts to sink
in.

[From the New York Times, May 2, 2006]

A WAVE’S FIRST STRIKE
(By Eugene Robinson)

The construction sites I drove past on my
way to work yesterday were abnormally
quiet, almost tranquil, without the usual
bustle of organized chaos, Every once in a
while, a crane indolently traced its arc;
every once in a while, a truck arrived or de-
parted. But the basic activity involved in
putting up an office building—picking stuff
up and carrying it from here, where the
crane or the trucks left it, to there, where
it’s needed—went largely undone.

In Washington’s Mount Pleasant neighbor-
hood, long a magnet for Latino immigrants,
it felt almost like a Sunday morning. Few
people were out and about, and only about
half the local businesses were open. On the
padlocked doors of a pharmacy, a dental
clinic, a barbershop, a wire transfer office
where immigrants send money home to their
families, and other offices were taped iden-
tical fliers, with a notice in Spanish and
English: ‘“We will be closed on Monday May
1st in support of the Latino national strike.”

Two middle-aged women who identified
themselves as Maria and Sonia (neither
would give a last name) strolled past, point-
ing out all the closed businesses. ‘“This ac-
tion is a good idea, a very good idea, because
we have to support all the people who are
here without papers,” said Maria, who, like
her friend, is from El Salvador. ‘“We came
here to work hard, not to harm anyone. Sal-
vadorans are hard workers. We’re not crimi-
nals.”

All morning local Spanish-language radio
hummed with urgent news and advice. There
would be a demonstration in the afternoon
at Malcolm X Park. This was to be a day of
peaceful solidarity. No one should jeopardize
his or her job; if you have to go to work, join
the demonstration later.

It’s too early to judge the impact of yester-
day’s nationwide ‘‘Day Without Immigrants’’
protest, but it’s past time to recognize that
something important is happening—some-
thing that goes beyond the debate on Capitol
Hill about immigration reform. At this point
it’s harder to say just what this nascent
Latino movement is than to point out what
it is not. It’s certainly not a monolith. There
has been spirited internal debate, for exam-
ple, over ‘“Nuestro Himno,” the Spanish-lan-
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guage version of ‘“The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner’”’ that was released by an all-star chorus
of Latino recording artists last week. Some
heard a genuine expression of patriotism;
others heard an unnecessary and unwise
provocation.

Maybe it was neither. Maybe ‘‘Nuestro
Himno” was a step in forging and tempering
a stronger pan-Latino identity and political
consciousness. Black people have skin color
as a factor to unite us; Latinos, who can be
of any race, have Spanish.

But let me be clear: We can also say that
the movement whose birth we are witnessing
is not a clone or even a descendant of the
civil rights movement that won for African
Americans our place in this society. There’s
just no way to compare a group of people
whose ancestors were brought here in chains,
forced to work as slaves and then systemati-
cally classified as second-class citizens for
more than a century with another group of
people, however hard-working or well-mean-
ing, who came to the United States volun-
tarily.

That said, I am convinced that the nation’s
two biggest minorities are natural allies, not
rivals, and that a crucial task over the com-
ing months and years will be to find ways for
African Americans and Latinos to work to-
gether. Our histories may be different, but
we have at least one big thing—discrimina-
tion—in common.

For the two groups to fight over low-
skilled, low-wage jobs would be a tragic
waste of time and effort. The issue is how
both African Americans and Latinos can
claim a fair share of this nation’s vast
wealth and opportunity, not how we can
wrestle the scraps from one another. The
issue is who gets to occupy the corner office
during working hours, not who gets to clean
it at night.

Congress may do something reasonable on
immigration, giving the estimated 12 million
people already here without papers a chance
to become citizens or legal residents, but
there’s no guarantee. It may be that there’s
no common ground among the president, the
House and the Senate—at least not in an
election year. But if you take the long view,
I'm not sure that Capitol Hill is where the
real news is happening.

Yesterday the news was happening at con-
struction sites, where it was demonstrated
that steel, lumber and glass will not move
from here to there on their own.

[From the Washington Post, May 2, 2006]

THEY ARE AMERICA

Warnings of a crippling immigrant boycott
did not come true yesterday. The economy
survived. But what may not survive—we
hope—is people’s willful misunderstanding of
the nature of the immigrant-rights move-
ment.

The worst among our citizens and politi-
cians are eager to depict illegal immigrants
as criminals, potential terrorists and alien
invaders. But what we saw yesterday, in
huge, peaceful rallies in Los Angeles, Las
Vegas, Chicago, Denver, New York, Atlanta
and other cities, were regular people: the
same types of assimilation-minded moms,
dads and children we wistfully romanticize
on holidays devoted to, say, St. Patrick and
Columbus.

If these extraordinarily positive events
were a protest of anything, it was the idea of
the immigrant as temporary and unwelcome
guest worker. The marches flew in the face
of theories that undocumented workers want
nothing but to labor unnoticed and separate
from the nation that employs them to make
its meals, trim its hedges and slaughter its
beef.

These immigrants, weary of silent ser-
vitude, are speaking up and asking for some-
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thing simple: a chance to work to become
citizens, with all the obligations and oppor-
tunities that go with it.

Our lawmakers, to their discredit, have
erected barriers within barriers, created
legal hurdles and bureaucratic hoops, and
dangled the opportunity for lowly guest-
worker status without the citizenship to go
with it. It is an invitation to create a society
with a permanent underclass deprived of any
ladder to something better. It is a path to
creating a different, and lower, vision of our
country and ourselves.

It is not only the border-obsessed Minute-
men who should be shamed by yesterday’s
joyous outpouring. Lawmakers who have
stymied comprehensive immigration reform
with stalemated name-calling and cold elec-
toral calculation should listen up. A silent,
shadow population is speaking with one
voice. The message, aimed at Washington
but something the whole country should
hear, is clear: We are America. We want to
join you.

It’s a simple message. It should be sinking
in by now.

————

HONORING THE CHURCH OF THE
ASCENSION ON THE OCCASION
OF ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 3, 2006

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the
House of Representatives to pay tribute to As-
cension Church in Mocanaqua, Luzerne Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania, as parishioners prepare to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of their
church’s founding on June 11.

In May of 1906, a group of Slovak men for-
mulated plans to raise funds and build a
church to accommodate the needs of their
families and neighbors.

Land was purchased and the cornerstone
was laid in October, 1906. The church was
formally dedicated in October, 1907, by the
Most Rev. Michael J. Hoban, then bishop of
the Scranton Catholic Diocese. He was as-
sisted by Right Rev. John S. Sobota, Rev.
Matthew Jankola and Rev. Joseph Murgas.
The church cemetery was purchased and
blessed in 1915.

Monsignor Sobota, then pastor at St. Jo-
seph’s Church, Nanticoke, served the Church
of the Ascension from 1907 to 1926 when
Rev. Daniel Gregga was named the first resi-
dent pastor. Parishioners bought a lot and
built a rectory which was replaced by a new
rectory in 1930.

Other pastors who served the Church of the
Ascension include Rev. Andrew Sporinsky,
Rev. Andrew Liktor, Rev. Joseph Gavenda,
Rev. Aloysius Baloga, Rev. Michael Krupar,
Rev. Joseph Podskoc, Rev. Cyril Frankovich,
Rev. Stephen Yaneka, Rev. John Zipay, Rev.
John Fabian, Rev. Edward Liptock, Rev. Ste-
phen Medwick, Rev. Louis Garbacik, Rev.
Francis Skitzki, Msgr. John Balberchak, Rev.
Carl Prushinski, Rev. Gerald McGlone, Rev.
Thomas Skotek, Rev. Michael Zipay, Rev. An-
thony Generose and Rev. Joseph Kakareka.

Over the years, the parish properties have
seen many improvements and expansions. In
1999, the church underwent major renovation.
Central air conditioning was installed, the
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