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Trustee and President of the Company. During
his time of service, Mr. Kolb has earned the
love and respect of his fellow citizens for his
dedication and commitment to the local com-
munity.

Throughout his tenure, he has been the
lead fundraiser for the Company’s chicken
barbeques, fairs, and annual Thanksgiving tur-
key raffle. He also serves on the Building and
Truck Committees, which oversee the pur-
chase of new equipment, building repairs, and
major renovations. The countless hours of
service he has provided to the Company and
community are testament to his passion for
volunteerism and exemplary citizenship.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me today in honoring Mr. Russell Kolb, one of
Chester County’s and Pennsylvania’s great cit-
izen volunteers, for his ceaseless and unself-
ish commitment to the safety and betterment
of his local community and fellow citizens.

———

THE DEDICATION OF RIVERBEND
PARK

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2006

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, today | wish
to acknowledge and celebrate a momentous
day in the history of the City of Oroville (City),
California, a community | have the honor of
representing in the House of Representatives.
On May 5, 2006, local residents will join rep-
resentatives from the City, the Feather River
Park and Recreation District (District), the
California State Water Contractors, the Cali-
fornia Department of Water Resources (DWR),
and several other entities to dedicate
Riverbend Park. This dedication is the cul-
mination of a collaborative effort involving nu-
merous stakeholders and is a very positive de-
velopment for the residents of Oroville and the
surrounding areas.

Enhancements to Riverbend Park have
been ongoing for the better part of 25 years.
But only now, during the final stages of DWR’s
relicensing of hydroelectric facilities at nearby
Lake Oroville, are the sparkling visions of local
officials and residents for this property being
realized. During the last five years of negotia-
tions with state authorities, local officials made
it clear that this project was a priority for the
community. DWR responded by making
Riverbend Park a Special Project as part of
the relicensing process and pledged financial
assistance and personnel to make the im-
provements sought by the City and District.
While more projects are scheduled, District of-
ficials have already significantly improved the
area by upgrading and restoring public access
to the Oroville Wildlife Area Ponds, placing
Americans with Disability Act compliant rest-
rooms on site, installing a water well pump for
irrigation and fire suppression, and con-
structing better barriers to deter illegal tres-
passing and dumping. Presently, the 210
acres that make up Riverbend Park provide
outstanding opportunities for hikers, fishermen,
bird watchers, wildlife viewers, disc golfers,
and other recreation enthusiasts.

The Feather River, which runs adjacent to
Riverbend Park, has long been a focal point of
the Oroville community. Before the construc-
tion of the Oroville Dam many years ago, area
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residents and visitors enjoyed numerous forms
of recreation in and on the Feather River.
Now, the construction of Riverbend Park has
helped to usher in a new and positive era in
the City, punctuated by a renewed focus on
quality development along the Feather River. |
am pleased to commemorate this phase of the
development and look forward to future im-
provements along this important natural fea-
ture.

Mr. Speaker, today | join with the people of
Oroville, their elected officials, and District
staff as they celebrate the exciting occasion of
dedicating Riverbend Park. As a showcase for
the entire region and a safe place for people
of all ages, | am sure Riverbend Park and the
amenities it offers will make a lasting impres-
sion on residents and visitors to the area for
decades to come. | congratulate area leaders
and citizens as they commemorate this mo-
mentous occasion.

———
METROPOLITAN COLLEGE OF NEW
YORK CELEBRATES WOMEN’S

HISTORY MONTH WITH
POWERMENT AWARDS

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2006

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize three outstanding New York City
women: Inez Dickens, Yvette Clarke and
Rosemonde Pierre-Louis, as the recent recipi-
ents of the first Annual Metropolitan College of
New York Women’s Empowerment Awards
and to enter into the RECORD an article from
the New York CaribNews entitled “Women’s
History Month With Empowerment Awards,”
that salutes their achievements in their fields.
These three ladies were truly deserving of the
accolades bestowed upon them during Na-
tional Women’s History Month, at a gala rec-
ognition ceremony held at Metropolitan Col-
lege on March 20, 2006.

March of each year symbolizes Women’s
History Month. This time is set aside to honor
all women with particular emphasis on the ex-
traordinary contributions of women who ac-
tively make a difference in the daily lives of
others. The three honorees for the Metropoli-
tan College of New York's Women's Em-
powerment Awards have made notable con-
tributions to furthering the causes of Diversity,
Education and Public Service. New York City
Council members Inez Dickens and Yvette
Clarke, along with the Deputy Manhattan Bor-
ough President Rosemonde Pierre-Louis, were
the honorees whose stellar careers and ac-
complishments merited this special recogni-
tion.

To quote and agree with the MCNY Presi-
dent Stephen R. Greenwald, “. . . Each of our
honorees represents a model of success for
our students and for all New Yorkers.” While
giving eloquent and sincere award acceptance
speeches each honoree spoke of their values
and the motivating forces that guided their ca-
reers. They also stressed the importance of
community activism as they encouraged the
audience to step up and make a difference.

Mr. Speaker, | commend the first Annual
Metropolitan College of New York for their de-
cision to select and recognize Inez Dickens,
Yvette Clarke and Rosemonde Pierre-Louis for
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their contributions to humanity. These trail-
blazers are very much deserving of the Wom-
en’s Empowerment Awards.

[From the New York CaribNews, Apr. 4, 2006]

METROPOLITAN COLLEGE OF NEW YORK CELE-
BRATES WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH WITH EM-
POWERMENT AWARDS

Metropolitan College of New York (MCNY)
celebrated Women’s History Month with the
First Annual MCNY Women’s Empowerment
Awards for Contributions to Diversity, Edu-
cation and Public Service on Monday, March
20 in the College’s Student Lounge. The in-
augural Women’s Empowerment Awards
were bestowed upon New York City Council
members Yvette Clarke and Inez Dickens
and Deputy Manhattan Borough President
Rosemonde Pierre-Louis. MCNY President
Stephen R. Greenwald welcomed the hon-
orees, MCNY students, faculty and guests to
the event and MCNY Alumna Lori N. Jones-
Dessalines, Founder, President, and Center
Director for Achievers of New York, Inc.
Math Center in West Hempstead, Long Is-
land, served as Mistress of Ceremonies.

“We are delighted to honor the achieve-
ments of these three outstanding New York
City officials. In some ways, their accom-
plishments echo the pioneering work that
Audrey Cohen began when she founded the
Women’s Talent Corps in 1964—the precursor
to Metropolitan College of New York. Each
of our honorees represents a model of success
for our students and for all New Yorkers,”
said Mr. Greenwald.

Councilmember Yvette Clarke credited her
parents’ community activism with moti-
vating her to become a public servant. She
also encouraged the students in the audi-
ence, the majority of who were women, to
become active in their respective commu-
nities.

“I stand on the shoulders of many women
who serve our City daily on community
boards, in block associations, PTAs, tenant
associations—women who are the unsung
heroines of our City. It is on their behalf
that I accept this award,” Ms. Clarke noted.

Council member Inez Dickens departed
from her prepared remarks to tell the stu-
dents a bit about her family history. Her
family left Tulsa, Oklahoma in the 1920’s to
escape the racially motivated violence
against African Americans. In the course of
one day, more than 10,000 whites gathered
and setting fire to every building standing,
leveled 35 square blocks, murdered, raped
and robbed, and committed other atrocities
against African Americans. They used ma-
chine guns and airplanes that dropped nitro-
glycerin and dynamite in an all out attack
on the African American section of town.
The Dickens family moved first to Canada
and then settled in Harlem  where
Councilmember Dickens’ uncle, then her fa-
ther, were among the first African-American
elected officials in the New York State legis-
lature.

Deputy Manhattan Borough President
Rosemonde Pierre-Louis encouraged the stu-
dents to seek creative ways to be involved in
public service. Stressing the importance of
activism, she outlined many of the initia-
tives she spearheaded in her role as an attor-
ney and an advocate for battered and other
women'’s issues. She added, with the pride of
achievement, that in 2006 she is the first Hai-
tian American woman to hold a significant
public appointment in New York.
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STATEMENT ON H.R. 4681

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 27, 2006

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, would like to enter into the record my
views on a bill that was marked-up in the
International Relations Committee on April 6,
2006, H.R. 4681, The Palestinian Anti-Ter-
rorism Act of 2006. | wish to extend my sin-
cere appreciation to Chairman HENRY HYDE
for his wisdom and determined effort to tem-
per H.R. 4681 to reflect the shared commit-
ment of members of the U.S. House to ensure
Israel's security, combat terrorism and work
towards a peaceful two-state solution for Israel
and the Palestinian people. Despite Chairman
HYDE’s noblest efforts, | unfortunately believe
the substance of the legislation as put before
the committee will not help the U.S. advance
our vital interests in the Middle East and
therefore | cannot support the bill in its current
form.

Among our colleagues in the U.S. House,
there is unanimous intolerance and con-
demnation for the Hamas-led government of
the Palestinian Authority. The refusal of the
political leadership of Hamas to recognize the
State of Israel, renounce violence and ter-
rorism, and agree to previous agreements and
obligations of the Palestinian Authority is un-
acceptable and therefore they must be iso-
lated by the international community. Con-
gress should be extending our support for the
Bush administration’s current position of lead-
ing the international community to keep firm
pressure on Hamas until they agree to an
internationally recognized civilized standard of
conduct. At the same time, Congress must
work with the administration and the inter-
national community to avoid a serious humani-
tarian crisis among the Palestinian people.

Unfortunately, instead of advancing the U.S.
interests, H.R. 4681 does not recognize the
three criteria set forth by President Bush for
engagement with the U.S. H.R. 4681 sets an
elevated threshold which will make engage-
ment nearly impossible even if Hamas does
agree to recognize Israel, renounce terrorism
and agree to abide by all previous agree-
ments. The policy outcome of H.R. 4681
would not only isolate Palestinian leaders who
have been committed to advancing the peace
process, have denounced terrorism and are
working with Israel for a permanent two-state
solution, it will result in the isolation of the
U.S. among members of the international
community that are working for a peaceful and
just solution between Israel and the Palestin-
ians.

This bill also places extreme constraints on
the delivery of humanitarian assistance to the
Palestinian people which has the potential for
very negative human consequences. Pales-
tinian families and children must not be tar-
geted for deprivation of their basic human
needs, but instead treated in a fashion that re-
flects our values and the belief that their lives
are valued. Non-governmental organizations
(representing many of our faith communities)
with significant experience delivering humani-
tarian assistance have expressed serious con-
cerns regarding the lack of flexibility in H.R.
4681. An April 6, 2006 letter from the United
States Conference on Catholic Bishops to
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Chairman HYDE expressing concerns regard-

ing the substitute amendment to H.R. 4681

states, “the legislation should provide for the

urgent needs of the Palestinian people. A fur-
ther deterioration of the humanitarian and eco-
nomic situation of the Palestinian people com-
promises human dignity and serves the long
term interests neither of Palestinians nor of

Israelis who long for a just peace.”

Mr. Speaker, | am submitting the text of the
letter from the Catholic Bishops Conference
for the record as well.

In it present form, this bill will not allow
NGOs to properly carry out the very assist-
ance determined to be necessary by the Sec-
retary of State. It would be my hope that this
is not an attempt to intentionally make it pro-
hibitively difficult for NGOs to fulfill their con-
tracts, thus ensuring suffering and misery
among the Palestinian people, but rather a
failure in drafting the bill that can be remedied
as the legislative process proceeds.

The inclusion of the section of the bill tar-
geting the United Nations agencies and pro-
grams, section 4, is very disappointing and
clearly not intended to advance the peace
process or the well-being of Israelis or Pal-
estinians. The United Nations, as a member of
the Quartet, has a vital role to play in ensuring
humanitarian needs are met. To target a
member of the Quartet in such a fashion is a
clear sign that this bill is intended to under-
mine the Bush administration’s multilateral
leadership. This section has no positive effect
on the policy goal stated in section 2 of the bill
and will likely isolate the U.S. in the future.
This entire section of the bill must be re-
moved.

There are other aspects of this bill which |
disagree with because | believe they harm
U.S. interests. Fortunately, some of my re-
maining concerns regarding the bill are appro-
priately addressed in S. 2370, as introduced in
the U.S. Senate, which | feel provides the
President appropriate flexibility to positively
advance U.S. interests with regard to the Pal-
estinian Authority and the peace process.

Finally, my opposition to H.R. 4681 is based
on policy grounds that reflect my support for a
Middle East peace process which will ulti-
mately yield security and freedom from ter-
rorism for the people of Israel and a demo-
cratic, secure and peaceful Palestinian state.
H.R. 4681, in its current form, will result in no
greater security or opportunities for peace
than exist today with current law and the ad-
ministration’s present policy course, but may
in fact have the result of destabilizing the cur-
rent situation while fueling a humanitarian cri-
sis. It would be my hope that this legislation
will be amended and improved as the process
moves forward. Advancing this bill in its cur-
rent form undermines U.S. interests, exacer-
bates a potential humanitarian crisis and has
potential long-term negative consequences for
the lIsraeli people and the Palestinians. In its
current form, | must oppose H.R. 4681.

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL DEVELOP-
MENT AND WORLD PEACE,
Washington, DC, April 6, 2006.

Hon. HENRY J. HYDE,

Chairman, Committee on International Rela-
tions, House of Representatives, 2110 Ray-
burn House Office Building, Room 2170,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: On behalf of the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, I write to express the bishops’ con-
cerns regarding the Amendment in the Na-
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ture of a Substitute to H.R. 4681, the Pales-
tinian Anti-Terrorism Act of 2006.

The bishops’ perspective on this legislation
is shaped by two overriding concerns. First,
H.R. 4681 should be measured in light of the
ultimate goal of promoting a two-state solu-
tion that provides security for Israel and a
viable state for the Palestinians, two states
living alongside one another in peace. Sec-
ond, the legislation should provide for the
urgent needs of the Palestinian people. A
further deterioration of the humanitarian
and economic situation of the Palestinian
people compromises human dignity and
serves the long term interests neither of Pal-
estinians nor of Israelis who long for a just
peace.

Mr. Chairman, the bishops are grateful
that the language of the substitute now ac-
knowledges the goal of a two-state solution,
but we remain profoundly concerned that
some of the provisions of the bill would di-
rectly undermine this goal. For example, the
legislation rightly calls upon Hamas to re-
nounce terrorism, recognize Israel and ac-
cept prior agreements, including the Road
Map, but then forbids contact with the Pal-
estinian Authority, ‘‘including the Pales-
tinian Legislative Council” (page 9, lines 15—
16) despite the fact that many members of
the Council are not members of Hamas or a
Foreign Terrorist Organization and have, in
fact, renounced terrorism, recognized Israel
and supported past agreements. Similarly, in
section 7 and 8 the travel and representation
of officials of the Palestine Liberation Orga-
nization (PLO) in the United States is re-
stricted despite the fact that the PLO has re-
nounced terrorism, recognized Israel and ne-
gotiated the prior agreements. These actions
curtail contact with moderate Palestinian
leaders whose support and cooperation are
crucial for pursuing a two state solution.

The bishops appreciate the steps you have
taken to improve section 3 of the legislation,
(e.g., the shortening of notification provi-
sions). However, we remain profoundly con-
cerned with the narrow definition of the ex-
ception to limitations on aid to Gaza and the
West Bank in subsection (d). Especially
given the deepening poverty and unemploy-
ment in the Palestinian territories, the ex-
ception ought to include more than the pro-
vision of services to meet ‘‘basic human
health needs.”’” The basic human needs of the
Palestinian people as they fall into deeper
poverty include: ‘‘education, job training,
psycho-social counseling and other humani-
tarian needs.” The bishops’ relief and devel-
opment agency, Catholic Relief Services, re-
ports that their assistance programs in the
Palestinian Territories could be severely
curtailed or ended under the proposed legis-
lation. Other reputable, Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs) report similar con-
cerns.

Another issue related to NGOs is the prohi-
bition on all contact with the Palestinian
Authority (PA). Any organization delivering
assistance in the West Bank and Gaza will
need to have incidental contact with the PA
in order to secure permits and conform to
legal requirements. This routine, non-sub-
stantial contact should not be prohibited.

Attached to this letter you will find some
specific language recommendations that the
Bishops’ Conference believes would help the
legislation to meet two important goals sup-
porting a two-state solution to the conflict
and alleviating the urgent human needs of
the Palestinian people through aid. These
goals are in the best interests of both Pal-
estinians and Israelis who long for a just
peace.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
THOMAS G. WENSKI,
Bishop of Orlando, Chairman,
Committee on International Policy.
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