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passed away on April 2 at the age of 83 at 
Walter Reed Army Hospital in Washington, 
DC. 

Mike Novosel was a remarkable man who 
ranked among the best who ever donned a 
military uniform. I’m proud to point out that he 
spent much of his life in southeast Alabama 
where he had a monumental impact on the 
mission of the U.S. Army Aviation Center at 
Fort Rucker. 

Born in Pennsylvania in 1922, Novosel 
joined the U.S. Army Air Corps when he was 
19. His training eventually took him to Maxwell 
Air Force Base where he qualified to fly the 
B–29 Superfortress. In 1945, he flew four Pa-
cific combat missions with the 58th Bombard-
ment Wing during the final days of World War 
II. But he did not stop there. Novosel com-
manded a B–29 as part of a fly-over during 
the Japanese surrender ceremony. His military 
career then led him to command the 99th 
Bombardment Squadron in the Pacific where 
he served until 1947 when he returned to the 
United States as a B–29 test pilot and then 
joined the Air Force Reserve. Soon after, he 
was called back to active duty at the Air Com-
mand and Staff School during the Korean war. 
But this was all just the beginning for Novosel. 

During the Vietnam war, then Lieutenant 
Colonel Novosel volunteered for duty in the Air 
Force Reserve. However, he was turned down 
because of his age. So, he traded his blue suit 
for the uniform of a U.S. Army warrant officer, 
and instead of piloting B–29’s, took the stick of 
a Bell UH–1 Huey. As a ‘‘dust-off’ helicopter 
pilot, Novosel served two tours in Vietnam, to-
taling 2,543 missions airlifting 5,600 medical 
evacuees. Amazingly, one of the men he res-
cued was his own son, who, ironically, later 
rescued him. In one rescue mission, Novosel 
braved tremendous enemy fire to rescue no 
less than 29 men. 

His bravery resulted in his receiving the 
Congressional Medal of Honor. He returned 
stateside to instruct the Army’s Golden 
Knights parachute team at Fort Bragg and 
later he taught at the Warrant Officer Career 
College at Fort Rucker. In 1985, Novosel was 
the last World War II pilot still flying. Fort 
Rucker named its main street ‘‘Novosel Ave-
nue’’ for him, and after retirement Novosel re-
mained in Enterprise, AL, where he was an 
active member of the community until his 
death. 

Mr. Speaker, CWO4 Mike Novosel will right-
fully be buried in Arlington National Cemetery 
alongside America’s other great heroes. We 
can all be proud of his exemplary record, and 
I extend my condolences to his family. 

f 

IRAN FREEDOM SUPPORT ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 26, 2006 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, I rise In 
strong support today of the Iran Freedom Sup-
port Act because this bill shows our undis-
puted commitment to addressing the situation 
in Iran. 

We have seen the potential effects of inter-
national inaction in this type of situation. 

The regional security in the Middle East 
cannot be further compromised by an Iranian 
loose cannon. 

There is little doubt that Iran is on a mission 
to rebuild its nuclear weapons and use that 
capability to wreak havoc and destruction on 
Israel and others throughout the world. 

Without action, we are going to continue to 
allow Iran to be a safe harbor for terrorists, 
see its economy further deteriorate, and see 
the Middle East further destabilize. 

This bill includes the necessary tools for the 
U.S. to help prevent Iran from pursuing nu-
clear and other weapons programs, deny them 
the resources they need to support terrorism, 
and stop them from oppressing the Iranian 
people. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO LTC PHIL 
WAGNER, USMC 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 27, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of LTC Phil Wagner, U.S. Ma-
rine Corps. Phil died at the age of 87 this past 
February. 

Phil Wagner, one of the ‘‘Greatest Genera-
tion’’ served in World War II and retired from 
the Reserves having attained the rank of lieu-
tenant colonel. Lieutenant Colonel Wagner 
was a member of the American Legion for 52 
years and served as Post 31’s commander in 
1970–71. He then took over the demanding 
job of adjutant, a post he held from 1972– 
1997, 25 years, with only one hiatus in 1977. 
He was not only active as a member and ad-
ministrator of Post 31, but also of Grace Com-
munity Church, Boulder City Hospital Board 
and the BPOE Elks Club. Phil’s dedication to 
his fellow veterans and to the community as a 
whole is admirable. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor the life of 
LTC Phil Wagner. His death is a profound loss 
for the community. 

f 

HUGH O’BRIAN YOUTH 
LEADERSHIP SEMINAR 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 27, 2006 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, as a alumna of 
Washington and Jefferson College, I am espe-
cially pleased to recognize that this year’s 
Hugh O’Brian Youth, HOBY, Leadership Sem-
inar will be held at Washington and Jefferson 
College from June 15 to June 18, 2006. 

The HOBY Leadership Seminars are de-
signed to prepare our country’s high school 
sophomores to become effective, ethical lead-
ers in their home, schools, workplaces and 
communities. Selected high school students 
from each of the 50 States, the District of Co-
lumbia, Canada, Mexico, Korea, Taiwan and 
Israel attend annually and interact with recog-
nized leaders from business, education, the 
arts, government and other professions. These 
discussions are intended to generate opportu-
nities for young people to demonstrate and 
develop their leadership abilities when they re-
turn home for the betterment of community 
and country through community service. 

This year marks the 48th year of out-
standing dedication to recognition and devel-

opment of leadership potential in high school 
students and the 28th year that the seminars 
are being conducted in Pennsylvania. More-
over, the Western PA Seminar is a 3-day 
workshop modeled after the World Leadership 
Congress and hosts over 70 students from 
high schools in the western one-third of Penn-
sylvania. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership 
Seminars and their distinguished service in 
Pennsylvania. It is an honor to represent the 
Fourth Congressional District of Pennsylvania 
and a pleasure to salute this premier leader-
ship development program. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF ED DAVIS 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 27, 2006 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in mem-
ory of my friend, former Los Angeles police 
chief and former California State Senator Ed 
Davis. 

In the days since Ed died Saturday at age 
89 in San Luis Obispo, California, many adjec-
tives have been thrown around, including his 
moniker of ‘‘Crazy Ed.’’ But Ed Davis was 
crazy like a fox. He was tough, intelligent, and 
perhaps most importantly, innovative. 

Born and raised in Los Angeles, Ed Davis 
started his police career as a beat cop and 
never forgot that. One of his many accom-
plishments as police chief was the creation of 
the Los Angeles Police Memorial Foundation 
to help families of officers killed in the line of 
duty. 

He also is credited with creating community 
policing programs that were at first ridiculed, 
then copied across the country. His twenty 
principals of policing are still studied. He used 
to tell his officers that good policing means 
saving a life rather than taking one. But he 
was tough when he needed to be. Perhaps 
the statement most widely quoted is Ed’s sug-
gestion to hang airliner hijackers at the airport. 
He also stood up to city officials over law en-
forcement funding by telling the citizens to 
‘‘bar your doors, buy a police dog, call us 
when we’re available and pray.’’ 

As we all know, innovation is fun, but it’s 
also worthless if it’s ineffective. Ed Davis’ poli-
cies were very effective. While crime in-
creased 55 percent across the country during 
Ed’s tenure, it fell 1 percent in Los Angeles. 

Ed retired from the LAPD in 1978 and ran 
successfully for the State Senate 2 years later. 
A year later I ran for the City of Simi Valley 
City Council. Ed represented Simi Valley for 
the 7 years I served as mayor of the city. He 
never tried to impose his will on the city, but 
was always ready, willing, and able to help the 
city grow and prosper during those years. 

After he retired from the Senate in 1992, Ed 
Davis became an elder statesmen to police 
departments and State officials. His innova-
tions live on. 

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues will join 
me in honoring Ed Davis’ life and accomplish-
ments, and in expressing our condolences to 
his wife, Bobbie, his children and grand-
children, and his many, many friends. God-
speed, Ed. 
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RECOGNIZING WORKERS’ 

MEMORIAL DAY 

HON. DARLENE HOOLEY 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 27, 2006 

Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, 
today, on Workers’ Memorial Day, we honor 
the 54 Oregonians and the millions around the 
world who have died on the job since last 
year. These men and women were more than 
just workers. They were fathers and mothers, 
sons and daughters, friends and co-workers. 

On this 18th anniversary of the first Work-
ers’ Memorial Day in 1989, it is important not 
only to remember these people who gave the 
ultimate sacrifice, but to recognize the chal-
lenges and dangers facing employees in the 
workplace. We have made great strides as a 
Nation to address the issue of workplace safe-
ty. The Occupational Safety and Health Act, 
passed on April 28, 1971, has made a huge 
impact on workplace conditions. But we can, 
and we must, do better. 

There is always hope for the future and our 
communities, our legislators and our busi-
nesses must work together to keep workplace 
safety a highest priority. I acknowledge these 
brave Oregonians, and look forward to this list 
growing ever shorter. 

Justo Aguirre, Kurt Bell Heavy, Steven 
Brandt, Michael Breaux, Daniel Buckley, Brook 
Campbell, Gordon Cecil, Curtis Claflin, How-
ard Culver, David DeLacy, Loren Duncan, 
Thomas Ellsberg, Marty Erickson, Blake Fos-
ter, Robert Friedman, Dale Funk, Angel Gon-
zalez Cacho, Jason Gorman, Matthew Gregg, 
Rory Hanebrink, Mark Hauser, Harold Haw-
kins, David Henning, Lawrence Hoffman, Mark 
Howard, William Jobin, David Johnston, Chris-
topher Jones, Brett Kulkarni, William Lanus, 
Paul Linck, Terry Little, Donald McCready, 
William McFarlane, Candace Mein, Bryant 
Myers, Kristine Okins, Ernest Oleman, Howard 
Pearsall, Mark Richardson, Gary Richey, Juan 
Rios, Vernon Robbins, Kevin Roberts, David 
Rossiter, Robert Smith, Gen Stewart, Joseph 
Sutton, Terry Sutton, Ronald Theus, Bobbi 
Thompson, Brian Tiller, Leobardo Velazquez, 
and Eric Yung. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO LT. COL. 
JOHN MEIERDIERCK 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 27, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor retired United States Air Force Lieuten-
ant Colonel John Henry ‘‘Hank’’ Meierdierck, 
who passed away, in Las Vegas on March 21, 
2006, at the age of 84. 

Hank was born April 13, 1921, in Newark, 
New Jersey, the son of John Henry 
Meierdierck and Ida Getto Meierdierck. Hank 
married Mildred Marie Giles in 1943. He 
served in the U.S. Army Air Corps in World 
War II and remained in the U.S. Air Force 
after the war, amassing over 7,000 flying 
hours in more than 50 different aircraft. Hank 
retired from the USAF as a Lieutenant Colonel 
in 1964. He then went to work for the CIA at 
headquarters, Langley, VA. He did a signifi-

cant number of the original experimental flight 
tests on the U–2 airplane and the SR–71 air-
plane at the Nevada Test Site. Because of this 
work he was awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross. Then later, in 2005, Hank was awarded 
the Agency Seal Medallion from the Central 
Intelligence Agency for his leadership in devel-
oping the U–2. He was also authorized to 
wear the Air Medal, the European Area Medal 
with three Battle Stars, the World War II Vic-
tory Medal; the American Medal; the Air Force 
Reserve Medal; the AFOUA Medal; the Ko-
rean War Medal; and the AFLSA Medal with 
four Brass Oak Leaf Clusters. 

Hank and his wife moved to Las Vegas, in 
1970. They traveled extensively to wherever 
the fish are biting or the sun is shining. Hank 
considered himself a very good fisherman, 
and would want to be remembered as much 
for that as his military career. In retirement, 
Hank was a member of the Society of Experi-
mental Test Pilots and was very active and 
served as president of the Roadrunners Inter-
nationale, an affiliation of employees who 
were previously associated with the U–2 and 
SR–71 programs at Area 51. He was also 
honorary chairman of the Heroes of the Cold 
War Memorial and organized many military 
unit reunions. Hank is survived by his wife, 
Millie; two daughters, Gail and Victoria; one 
son, Jay; and 5 grandchildren. 

f 

RECOGNIZING YOM HASHOAH, 
HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 27, 2006 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to join with my colleagues and with my 
constituents in solemn recognition of Yom 
Hashoah, a special day on which we mourn 
the millions of Jews who perished at the 
hands of Nazi Germany and remember the 
horrific tragedy of the Holocaust. 

This day commemorates the uprising in the 
Warsaw Ghetto, in April of 1943, and the self-
less bravery of hundreds of everyday men and 
women who fought courageously against a 
troop of thousands of Nazi soldiers. This day 
fomented the resistance movement in ghettos 
throughout Europe, and it is the inspiration for 
the National Commemoration of the Days of 
Remembrance each year in the United States. 

This day has special significance for Jews, 
the main target of Nazi atrocities. I have many 
constituents who are Holocaust survivors, and 
many more who lost friends, relatives and 
loved ones. We mourn their loss, and honor 
their memory and the memory of the 6 million 
Jews whose lives were so cruelly, wantonly 
and prematurely ended. We will never forget 
them, and what happened to them. 

At the same time, we must recognize that 
the same forces that brought about the Holo-
caust continue to exist in the world today. We 
have seen it in Kosovo and Rwanda, we con-
tinue to see it in Darfur. Let us therefore honor 
the innocent victims by recommitting ourselves 
to fighting ignorance, bigotry, hatred and, per-
haps most important, ‘‘inaction by people of 
good will.’’ 

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY 

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 27, 2006 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate Yom Hashoah, Holocaust 
Matrys’ and Heroes’ Remembrance Day, 
which memorializes the 6 million Jews mur-
dered by the Nazis during their campaign of 
genocide in World War II. We mourn the inno-
cent lives lost and vibrant communities de-
stroyed while the world shamefully stood si-
lent, and honor those heroes of the Warsaw 
Ghetto who faced certain death when they re-
fused to submit to the Nazi’s planned extermi-
nation of their community. 

To this day, Mr. Speaker, many European 
countries have failed to right the past wrongs 
of the Holocaust by failing to adequately re-
dress the wrongful confiscation of property by 
the Nazi and communist regimes. These sei-
zures took place over decades; they were part 
of the modus operandi of repressive, totali-
tarian regimes; and they affected millions of 
people. The passage of time, border changes, 
and population shifts are only a few of the 
things that make the wrongful property sei-
zures of the past such difficult problems to ad-
dress today. 

While I recognize that many obstacles stand 
in the way of righting these past wrongs, I do 
not believe that these challenges make prop-
erty restitution or compensation impossible. 
On the contrary, I believe much more should 
have been done—and can still be done now— 
while our elderly Holocaust survivors are still 
living. 

Today I also want to sound the alarm about 
a disturbing trend that Jews face today: a ris-
ing tide of anti-Semitism throughout the world. 

I serve as the Ranking Member of the Com-
mission on Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope, CSCE, commonly known as the Helsinki 
Commission. In 2004 I traveled as part of the 
U.S. Delegation, with former Secretary of 
State Colin Powell, to attend a special con-
ference in Berlin addressing anti-Semitism, 
held under the auspices of the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe, 
OSCE. The OSCE is a 55-nation regional se-
curity organization which promotes democracy 
and human rights in Europe, Central Asia, and 
North America. 

Before traveling to Berlin, I made a point to 
visit Auschwitz for the first time. I was shocked 
and stunned to see how efficient the Nazi op-
eration was: they wanted to maximize the 
number of individuals that could be killed. 

Seeing the remains of that factory of intoler-
ance, hate and death, it reaffirmed how we 
must continually stress the importance of ad-
vancing understanding throughout the OSCE 
region and the entire world. We must tirelessly 
work to build understanding and respect be-
tween different communities to prevent future 
acts of prejudice and injustice. 

At the Berlin Conference, I had the privilege 
of participating as a member of the U.S. dele-
gation, and I gave the official U.S. statement 
in the session on tolerance. The meeting 
ended with the issuance of the Berlin Declara-
tion of Action. 

The Berlin Declaration laid out a number of 
specific steps for states to take to combat the 
rising tide of anti-Semitism, including: striving 
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