April 26, 2006

These are the cadets who earned Flour
Bluff's 10th consecutive Navy National Cham-
pionship: Adrian Altamirano, Sade Auzenne,
Arielle Carchidi, Sara Carmony, Leslie Cox,
Dirk de Haan, Valerie Dimalanta, Miranda
Edson, Julisa Ellerbe, Tomas Falkenberg,
Deon Farmer, Devin Galindo, Melinda
Garibay, Pancho Gonzales, Tyler Grant, David
Guillen, Caz Haas, Jonathan Hada, Gustavo
Hernandez, Josef Horn, Matthew Horn, Wil-
liam Joyce, Cassandra Leal, Gilbert Lozano,

Ellysa Luehrs, Conor Morrison, Steven
Murawski, Ruby Neisser, Amielyn Nillo,
Danielle Pletcher, Rudy Ponce, Roxanne

Reeder, Daniel Samuelson, Rafaelle Sheehan,
Jaclyn Stewart, Tanis Thompson, Tempestt
Thompson, Tyler Warren, Eric Webb, and
Jeremiah Widder.

The coaches who led them to victory are
CDR Armando R. Solis and assistants HMCS
Lee Holloway and SKI David Pitts.

| ask the House of Representatives to join
me today in recognizing these young cham-
pions who know first hand how to compete
and win graciously. Mr. Speaker, these young
students have inspired us to continually strive
for success.

————

IN HONOR OF THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN MONTEREY BAY AND
MINAMIBOSO OF THE BOSO PE-
NINSULA OF JAPAN

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, Ms. ESHOO and |
rise today to honor the 109th Anniversary of
the Abalone Connection, a treasured connec-
tion between two Pacific regions, the Monterey
Bay and Minamiboso of the Boso Peninsula of
Japan. Both regions are centrally located on
the Pacific Coasts of their respective regions
and share not only the beautiful scenery of the
Pacific Rim, but also the abalone fishing cul-
ture and the business that developed because
of the abundant marine life found in the sea
along their coastlines.

In 1897, Gennosuke and Nakajiro Kodani of
Minamiboso, and Alexander M. Allan of Mon-
terey partnered to create the first successful
deep-water abalone diving business in the
East Pacific. Mr. Allan firmly defended his Jap-
anese partners and employees through the
tense period of anti-Japanese sentiment in
California during the early part of the 20th
century.

Their partnership brought a steady stream
of highly skilled Minamiboso abalone divers
back and forth across the Pacific, bringing
Japanese technology and culture to the Mon-
terey Bay Region and taking back American
culture to Japan.

Furthering the connection between Mon-
terey Bay and Japan, in the 1990s, historians
on both sides of the Pacific began recon-
necting the ties between the Monterey Bay
Region and Minamiboso that were interrupted
by World War II.

In recognition of these connections, on Sep-
tember 3, 2005, the citizens of the Boso Pe-
ninsula held a Symposium, titled “A Bridge
Across the Pacific: The Spirit Connecting the
Southern Boso Peninsula and Monterey Bay,
California,” which was dedicated to “giving a
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peaceful world to our children”. It exemplified
the ongoing historic relationship of cooperation
begun by the Gennosuke and Nakajiro Kodani
and Alexander M. Allan.

Inspired by the Boso Peninsula Symposium,
a group of Monterey Bay Region residents de-
cided to hold a similar celebration in Monterey,
California to celebrate the 109th anniversary
of the connections between the Boso Penin-
sula and the Monterey Bay Region, as well as
the contributions made by the citizens of each
region to the history of the other.

Mr. Speaker, we're proud to honor the Aba-
lone Connection as it celebrates its 109th an-
niversary. After more than a century, the Aba-
lone Connection remains a source of pride for
the Monterey Bay Region.

TRIBUTE TO STEVE LUKENS
HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Steve Lukens, Assistant Principal at
R.O. Hawkins Junior High School in Jackson,
Missouri. Recently, Mr. Lukens announced his
retirement after 31 years of distinguished serv-
ice in Missouri’s Public Schools.

Mr. Lukens was born on June 23, 1947, to
Harry and Ella Lukens in St. Louis, Missouri.
Upon graduation from high school he joined
the U.S. Navy and served as an air traffic con-
troller from 1967 until 1972. After his honor-
able discharge, Mr. Lukens pursued a degree
in education from Southeast Missouri State
University, which is also where he met his fu-
ture wife, Ellen. Upon graduation from the
Southeast Missouri State, he commenced
what would be a long and laudable career in
education.

Mr. Lukens has dedicated his life to public
education over the past 31 years. He em-
barked on his teaching career in the Cape
Girardeau, Missouri, public school system,
where he served as a language arts teacher
for 21 years. Throughout his time in the Cape
Girardeau Public Schools, he served in sev-
eral capacities for many extracurricular activi-
ties, including sponsor of the Red Dagger
Club and set director for theatric productions.
In order to play an active role in the lives of
even more students, Mr. Lukens pursued a
position in school administration.

In 1996, Mr. Lukens accepted a position as
Assistant Principal at R.O. Hawkins Junior
High School and has served the school in this
capacity for the past ten years. During his ten-
ure, Mr. Lukens has overseen several massive
construction projects to the school, a growing
student population, and the everyday chal-
lenges associated with the instruction of ado-
lescents. As the faces change every year in
the halls of R.O. Hawkins Junior High, Mr. Lu-
kens’ dedication to education and cultivating
the leaders of tomorrow remains a constant.
To the students of R.O. Hawkins Junior High,
Mr. Lukens is more than just a school admin-
istrator, he is a friend and mentor.

Although Mr. Lukens has led an exemplary
career in education, it would not have been
possible without the love and support of his
family. Mr. Lukens’ wonderful wife, Ellen, and
two loving children, Jennie and Laura, un-
doubtedly enhanced his ability to change the
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lives of area youth. As | commend Mr. Lukens,
| also recognize the efforts of his family to fur-
ther his career. | once again congratulate Mr.
Lukens on a successful career in education
and wish him well in all his future endeavors.

——————

IN HONOR OF THE VIETNAMESE
COMMUNITY OF CLEVELAND AND
THE 31ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FALL OF SAIGON

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
remembrance and recognition of the 31st An-
niversary of the Fall of Saigon. This historical
date commemorates the end of the Vietnam
War, and represents the beginning of a new
life for tens of thousands of Vietnamese peo-
ple, as they began their hopeful journey to
America.

On April 30, 1975, the ancient city of Saigon
fell to the conquest of communist troops. This
action solidified the communist takeover of
South Vietnam. Thirty-one years later, | rise to
honor the memory and sacrifice of the hun-
dreds of thousands of American soldiers,
South Vietnamese soldiers and civilians who
made the ultimate sacrifice in the name of lib-
erty.

Despite the takeover and the Communist
rule that followed, the culture, spirit and hope
reflected by the Viethamese people remained
steadfast. After the fall of Saigon, thousands
of Vietnamese, determined to rebuild their
lives, began a treacherous exodus out of Viet-
nam. Their daring escape was on foot,
through thick jungles and over jagged moun-
tains. They escaped by boat, through snake-
infested rivers and across turbulent seas.
They became refugees in many nations, in-
cluding America, with nothing more than the
clothes on their backs and the hope for free-
dom in their hearts.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
to honor and remember the hundreds of thou-
sands of men and women who struggle for
peace and freedom, then and now. We also
honor agencies and churches such as The Vi-
etnamese Community of Greater Cleveland
and St. Helena Catholic Church, which offer a
haven of support, services and hope to immi-
grants from all over the world. The Viet-
namese culture, through the care and commit-
ment of its people, has flourished in Cleveland
and across America, yet remains forever con-
nected to its ancient cultural and historical tra-
ditions that spiral back throughout the cen-
turies, connecting the old world to the new,
spanning oceans and borders in the ageless
quest for peace—from Vietnam to America.

———

THE PORTER COWBOYS’ 5A
SOCCER TITLE

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the Porter Cowboys, winners of the
University Interscholastic League Class 5A
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boys’ soccer state championship. These
young players came painstakingly close to de-
feat, but rose to victory in a 2—1 double-over-
time win, earning Brownsville’s first 5A state
championship, and the pride of South Texas.

The Cowboys came back from a 1-0 deficit
against the highly regarded team of Coppell in
a match that went to two 10-minute overtime
periods. The agility and perseverance of this
team gained the recognition of even the rival
coach who could not deny the heart the Cow-
boys put forth.

Less than a minute later, Porter tied up the
game 1-1, after Coppell’s only goal. The win-
ning shot scored with 3:42 left on the stadium
scoreboard, leaving the Cowboys’ solid de-
fense squad to protect the lead. The team left
it all on the field to earn the Rio Grande Val-
ley’s first 5A title in soccer.

With such dedicated players and skilled
coaching, it seems only right that their remark-
able qualities led them to this year's cham-
pionship. Their triumph is significant to both
the team and their fans because it tells the
story of how the road to victory is paved by
those who never give up.

The Cowboys’ success comes from sheer
persistence and true teamwork. These young
men have learned the supreme principles of
both sports and life. They have experienced
that winning is great but success is sweeter
when teamwork and faith defy expectations
and confront challenge.

These are the young champions: Eric
Chapa, Edgar Sanchez, Aldo Sierra, Juan
Razo, Jose Alvarado, Peter Ruiz, Victor Vela,
Cristian Sierra, Wilfredo Fernandez, Edgar
Acuna, Jorge Briones, Jovanny Briones, Alex
Lara, Humberto Lopez, Gerardo Herrera,
Mario Perez, Gerardo Martinez, Diego
Rodriguez, Michael Cedillo, Angel Cardenas,
Jesus Sanchez, Miguel Vasquez, Jose Mojica,
Jorge Gandara, Abpsa Cardenas, Jose Sosa,
and Abel Perez.

The coaches who led them to victory are
Luis Zarate, Arturo A. Puig Jr., Pedro Valdez,
and Miguel Marroquin.

| congratulate the Porter Cowboys who
through their unwavering endurance and de-
termination have brought great pride and joy
to all of South Texas. | ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me today in commending
this outstanding band of champions who have
learned the most important lessons of com-
petition, faith, and commitment. Mr. Speaker,
these young men have inspired us and made
us exceptionally proud.

——————

COMMENDING APSEA ON THEIR
SUCCESS AND ANNUAL DINNER

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise in tribute
to California’s Asian Pacific State Employees
Association as they celebrate their 31st anni-
versary and honor two of Sacramento’s most
outstanding citizens. Genevieve Shiroma will
receive the President’s Award for her distin-
guished career and advocacy in support the
Asian Pacific Islander community and Raynor
Tsuneyoshi will be honored with the Members
Award for his dedication to APSEA and State
employees. | ask all my colleagues to join me
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in saluting the Asian Pacific State Employees
Association, as well as Ms. Shiroma and Mr.
Tsuneyoshi for their accomplishments.

The Asian Pacific State Employees Associa-
tion, formerly known as the Asian State Em-
ployees Association, was founded in 1975 for
the purpose of working toward achieving equal
opportunity within the State work force through
professional development and community em-
powerment. The Association’s vision is one of
Asian Pacific State employee serving, enhanc-
ing, and leading State government agencies
and their community.

Objectives adopted by the Association in-
clude advocating for Asian Pacific Islander
State employee interests; providing an Asian
Pacific network for its members and employ-
ers; advancing personal and professional de-
velopment of its membership; consulting with
members facing adverse action or other em-
ployment problems; working with the commu-
nity to promote career opportunities, profes-
sionalism, cultural pride, self-esteem, and citi-
zenship; and providing services and inter-
change with community, academic, and busi-
ness groups.

Benefits and services offered by the Asso-
ciation include employee development, net-
working, scholarship opportunities, commu-
nications, and celebration of Asian Pacific con-
tributions. At present time, the Asian Pacific
State Employees Association has over 1,000
members statewide and includes chapters in
the Southern, Central Valley, and Bay Area.
Officers frequently serve on legislative fact-
finding committees, and provide testimony be-
fore the legislative committees regarding advo-
cacy and affirmative action policies.

| also would like to acknowledge and con-
gratulate APSEA’s special honorees. Through
her work at the Agricultural Labor Relations
Board and California Air Resources Board,
Genevieve has constantly advocated for poli-
cies that benefit all Californians. In Sac-
ramento, she continues to make her mark as
a civic leader by working with numerous non-
profits and currently serves as president of the
Sacramento  Metropolitan ~ Utility  District’s
Board of Directors. Ray Tsuneyoshi is the di-
rector of the California Department of Boating
and Waterways and serves on the National
Boating Safety Advisory Council. He is known
by many as one who all State employees can
turn to for assistance.

Mr. Speaker, the Asian Pacific State Em-
ployees Association has evolved into a leading
organization within the State, a dynamic force
striving to improve the quality of life of its
members and the general community. | am
confident that Asian Pacific State Employees
Association will continue to do great work and
yield tremendous benefits to the Asian Pacific
Islander State workers of California. | ask all
my colleagues to join me in wishing the Asian
Pacific State Employees Association continued
success in the future.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF PHILIP
THORNTON HAIRE

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the memory of Philip
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Thornton Haire, a very good friend and a be-
loved figure in Clewiston, Florida and the sur-
rounding Glades area.

Phil led a remarkable life. As a marine in
World War I, he fought in the Pacific Theater,
winning a Bronze Star and a Purple Heart.
Following his military service, Phil began a ca-
reer as a radio sales executive working
throughout the West and Midwest. In 1950, he
moved to the Glades area, where he began
his long association with radio station WSWN,
known as “Sugar 900.” In addition to his du-
ties in sales, he became a sports announcer,
copywriter, and eventually, Vice President and
General Manager.

Phil Haire was an honest, decent man who
always had a smile and a kind word for people
he met. He was loved and respected through-
out the Glades area. Phil truly left his mark on
his community and on everyone who knew
him. We will all miss him greatly.

On behalf of the Members of the House of
Representatives, | would like to pass along
our deepest condolences to Phil's family,
friends, and loved ones.

———
IN HONOR OF OFFICER CARTER
JONES, RESERVE OFFICER

SCOTT CHRISTIE, AND DEPUTY
STEFAN FISH

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the exceptional courage demonstrated
by Officer Carter Jones, Reserve Officer Scott
Christie, and Deputy Stefan Fish on February
2, 2006. The circumstance in which this heroic
act was carried out is indeed incredible and it
is my privilege to honor the selfless actions
these officers performed.

On February 2, 2006, these three individ-
uals assisted in a pursuit of a wanted parolee
trying to evade arrest. The wanted parolee
was driving a stolen vehicle and had an exten-
sive criminal history, including weapon and
narcotic violations.

Officer Jones and Reserve Officer Christie
pursued the suspect as he dangerously at-
tempted to evade arrest. Eventually the sus-
pect crashed head-on into another vehicle, en-
gulfing it in flames and pinning his own vehicle
against the victim’s car.

The suspect had managed to escape from
his vehicle and attempted to flee on foot. The
initial officers on the scene physically appre-
hended the suspect, despite his continued ef-
forts to resist their arrest. They removed the
suspect from the area due to the intense heat
of the burning vehicle, only to return moments
later to rescue the victims. Deputy Fish at-
tempted to open the victim’s cars doors but
could not due to its precarious position. As
smoke quickly filled the car, Deputy Fish used
his baton to smash the rear window. Imme-
diately, Deputy Fish, Officer Jones, and Re-
serve Officer Christie rushed in and success-
fully evacuated two children; a 7-year-old girl
and her 5-year-old sister; and two adults.

Mr. Speaker, Officer Jones, Reserve Officer
Christie, and Deputy Fish risked their lives to
rescue four innocent people. Without their
quick response under extreme emergency
conditions, this incident could have turned
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