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her family members and many friends. Betty 
Friedan’s unwavering commitment to change 
and equality has served to make a difference 
within the lives of countless individuals, and 
on history itself. Betty Friedan’s legacy of 
service and revolution will be honored and re-
membered for all time. 
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RETIREMENT OF SERGEANT 
MAJOR MICHAEL DUDLEY, USA 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2006 

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I hope the House 
will join me today to pay tribute to an excep-
tional patriot and Non-Commissioned Officer in 
the United States Army, Sergeant Major Mi-
chael Roy Dudley, upon his retirement from 
active military service. 

Sergeant Major Dudley’s remarkable career 
spans over 31 years in the United States 
Army culminating with his appointment to Prin-
cipal Announcer of The United States Army 
Band, ‘‘Pershing’s Own’’ and Non-commis-
sioned Officer-in-Charge of the United States 
Army Chorale. 

He was also a producer, performer and an-
nouncer for numerous inaugural events for 
Presidents Carter, Reagan, G.H.W. Bush and 
Clinton. He was the announcer for the nation-
ally televised September 11 Pentagon Memo-
rial Services on September 11, 2002; intern-
ment of the Unknown Soldier from Viet Nam 
at Arlington National Cemetery; narrative solo-
ist with the Boston Pops Orchestra and the 
Penn Woods Festival Orchestra at Penn State 
University for the 2000 National Governors’ 
Conference performing Aaron Copland’s ‘‘A 
Lincoln Portrait.’’ 

He has been the featured announcer and 
soloist numerous times for The United States 
Army Band’s concerts at Lincoln Center and 
Carnegie Hall in New York City from 1993 to 
the present. Sergeant Major Dudley’s talent 
and professionalism has been instrumental in 
the flawless performance of these international 
events. 

Other significant performances by Sergeant 
Major Dudley include: The White House per-
formance for the signing of the peace treaty 
between Egypt and Israel; featured vocal solo-
ist for Gerald Ford and Friends Gala in Vail, 
Colorado; White House State Dinners and 
Christmas receptions (1975-present); numer-
ous performances for the Kennedy Center 
Honors Program and the July 4, 1976 Bicen-
tennial Concert of the United States with John-
ny Cash on the grounds of the Washington 
Monument. 

Sergeant Major Dudley has truly rep-
resented The United States Army and The 
United States of America in an exemplary 
manner which was quintessential to the over-
whelming success of these very important 
events in the history of our nation. This soldier 
is the recipient of the United States Armed 
Forces Legion of Merit award for exceptionally 
meritorious conduct in his performance of out-
standing service to this country. 

He has established a renowned reputation 
both nationally and globally as a musical am-
bassador of goodwill. I ask my colleagues to 
join me today to thank Sergeant Major Dudley, 
his wife, Mary Lou, and his entire family for 

the commitment, sacrifice, and contribution 
that they have made throughout his honorable 
military career. 
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IN MEMORY OF THE HONORABLE 
JOHN J. POLLARD 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2006 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep 
sadness that I inform the House of Represent-
atives of the passing of my friend, the Honor-
able John J. Pollard of Lexington, Missouri. He 
was 96. 

Judge Pollard was born on November 14, 
1909, in Lexington, Missouri. After he grad-
uated from Lexington High School in 1928, 
Judge Pollard worked various odd jobs. Judge 
Pollard was offered a special commission as 
deputy constable in 1931 and began, like his 
father before him, a lifelong career in law en-
forcement. In 1934, he was appointed deputy 
sheriff, designated the court bailiff, and moon-
lighted as a city fireman. 

Judge Pollard married Genevieve Bray on 
January 11, 1936. That same year, Judge Pol-
lard first campaigned for public office and was 
elected Constable. Judge Pollard was elected 
Constable twice more; in 1938 and again in 
1940. He also continued as deputy sheriff until 
1940. 

In the fall of 1940, a conversation with Sen-
ator Harry S. Truman from Independence, 
Missouri, led to a position as one of the very 
first members of a security force being estab-
lished at the new Lake City Ordinance Plant. 
Shortly after Judge Pollard was hired as a dis-
patcher and firearms inspector, war was de-
clared. During World War II, the ammunition 
plant would reach a high of 23,000 employ-
ees, 600 of whom were on the security force. 
After World War II officially ended on Sep-
tember 2, 1945, Judge Pollard received a spe-
cial ‘‘Certificate of Meritorious Conduct’’ from 
the United States Army, recognizing his serv-
ice to the war effort. 

Judge Pollard was the only security man 
kept on staff after the Lake City Ordinance 
Plant closed a month after the war. When the 
plant reopened in 1949, Judge Pollard was 
made Chief of Security. When the Korean 
Conflict began in 1950, the plant once again 
aided in the war effort and Judge Pollard, as 
head of security, held the military rank equiva-
lent of Colonel. Before retiring in 1974, Judge 
Pollard attended a 40-hour course in shooting 
at the FBI Academy; completed the MP 
School of the Army at Fort Gordon, Georgia; 
and graduated from the U.S. Army Intelligence 
School. He also took courses in industrial se-
curity management, effective speaking, human 
relations, communications, and job relations. 

In 1978, Judge Pollard was elected to the 
office of Municipal Judge of Lexington. When 
the legal qualifications to hold the office 
changed a year later, he was in the first group 
of judges to take the Supreme Court’s manda-
tory test for Municipal Judges. His background 
in law enforcement served him well and he 
easily passed the test. He was held in high 
esteem by the local lawyers and was invited to 
become an ex-officio member of the Lafayette 
County Bar, a high honor for a non-lawyer. 
Judge Pollard resigned from office on May 30, 

1989, having served for eleven years and one 
month. 

Mr. Speaker, Judge John J. Pollard was 
more than a civil servant, he was a true friend. 
He is survived by his son Jack Pollard; Jack’s 
wife Beth; one brother, Dale Pollard; and two 
grandchildren. He will be missed and I know 
the members of the House will join me in ex-
tending heartfelt condolences to his loved 
ones. 
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TRIBUTE TO JOHN J. SANVIDGE 

HON. JOHN E. SWEENEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2006 

Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to honor and pay tribute 
to the late John J. Sanvidge, a dedicated and 
loyal public servant, and one of my out-
standing constituents from the 20th District of 
New York. His professional and personal 
achievements are numerous and varied, and 
have positively shaped the lives of many in my 
District. 

Throughout his life John worked to protect 
the people of his community and nation. He 
courageously defended our country in the Eu-
ropean Theatre of WorId War II, while serving 
in the U.S. Navy. Locally, he was an advocate 
for the citizens of the 20th District through his 
service as Commissioner of Public Safety for 
the city of Troy, and while serving as Director 
of Civil Defense for Rensselaer County. John 
also worked to help those less fortunate. For 
over 50 years, the John J. Sanvidge Funeral 
Home, Inc., founded by John, has helped 
countless citizens of Renssealear, Albany, and 
Saratoga counties cope with some of the most 
difficult times in their life. He served as chair-
man of the Rensselaer County Muscular Dys-
trophy Association Drive and was influential in 
the first Jerry Lewis Telethon in New York 
City. John was an active member of his com-
munity as a member of the CSEA, Veteran of 
Foreign Affairs Post 8764, the Tibbits Cadets 
of Troy and the American Legion. 

It is my privilege to honor such a dedicated 
member of my district. The selfless work of in-
dividuals like John Sanvidge constitutes the 
foundation of good citizenship and embodies 
true American values. The residents of my dis-
trict have benefited from the efforts and 
achievements of John J. Sanvidge. I thank 
him for his contribution to our community and 
our Nation. 
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REVEREND AL’S NEW FLOCK— 
SHARPTON NURTURES UP-AND- 
COMING ACTIVISTS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the Reverend Al Sharpton for his 
continued encouragement of black youths in 
America to rise up and join the struggle 
against poverty, low performing schools, cor-
ruption and other ills that plague many of our 
inner cities across this nation. The Reverend 
believes that the time is now for new blood 
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with new and exciting ideas to speak up and 
become participants in the issues that directly 
influence their livelihood. 

Sharpton is trying to train today’s inner city 
youth on how to become leaders just as he 
was trained so many years ago. Reverend Al 
Sharpton was best known as the ‘‘Wonder 
Boy’’ in his youth. He was also known as the 
one who began delivering sermons at the 
Washington Temple Church in Brooklyn as a 
first-grader. Later at age 10, Sharpton 
preached a sermon before 10,000 people at 
the World’s Fair. During this time, Sharpton 
was a teenager and had attracted the atten-
tion of the late Representative Adam Clayton 
Powell becoming part of the Harlem congress-
man’s entourage. 

Sharpton held his annual National Action 
Network meeting in New York this past week 
and in attendance were many of his up-and- 
comers who will likely be running cities and 
other municipalities along with Congress be-
fore long. The list includes Yaphet El-Amin 
who became the first female Muslim to hold 
state office in Missouri when she was elected 
in 2002. There is also Alicia Reece, a member 
in Sharpton’s organization who is considered a 
rising star, and then there is the Reverend 
Jarrett Maupin, a 17 year-old from Phoenix, 
Arizona who is now Sharpton’s youth director. 
Maupin made an unsuccessful bid for the 
Phoenix City Council, yet he retains the spirit 
and desire to run for his school board this 
year. 

I enter into the RECORD an article published 
in the New York Daily News on Friday April 7, 
2006 entitled, ‘‘Reverend Al’s new flock’’, for 
highlighting the importance of implementing 
forms of community mentoring. As members 
of the old guard grow older, the time is now 
for the youth in our nation to stand up as we 
hand them their futures. More people need to 
take the time to do the same and encourage 
the leaders of tomorrow to rightfully take their 
place in society. 

REVEREND AL’S NEW FLOCK 
(By Errol Louis) 

Here in New York, the Rev. Al Sharpton 
tends to be seen as a perennial political out-
sider and gadfly—his detractors inevitably 
dismiss him as a publicity-seeking hustler— 
but that cynical, out-of-date view ignores 
the impressive political network Sharpton 
has diligently been building from coast to 
coast. 

In a dozen or so black communities where 
elders tend to monopolize leadership of the 
churches, schools, civic groups, political 
clubs and other key institutions, Sharpton 
has been busy grooming young, ambitious 
candidates for office. 

By playing the role of mentor, promoter 
and fund-raiser, Sharpton does what many 
shortsighted black politicians refuse to do: 
actively encourage youngsters to join the 
struggle against poverty, broken schools, 
corruption and other inner-city ills. 

Sharpton’s approach should be copied by 
pols in communities where new blood and 
new ideas are desperately needed. 

A batch of hopefuls from Generation Al— 
many of whom were in New York City this 
week for the annual meeting of Sharpton’s 
National Action Network—has been particu-
larly active lately. The list includes Yaphet 
El-Amin, a 35-year-old from St. Louis who 
became the first female Muslim to hold state 
office in Missouri when voters elected her to 
the legislature in 2002. She is running for 
state Senate this year. 

Alicia Reece, an officer in Sharpton’s orga-
nization who served as vice mayor of Cin-

cinnati and lost a race for mayor last year, 
is considered a rising star. Brooklyn’s own 
Kirsten Foy, one of Sharpton’s staff mem-
bers, is running for a district leadership in 
Crown Heights this fall. 

And then there’s the Rev. Jarrett Maupin, 
Sharpton’s national youth director. 

The 17-year-old from Phoenix, a college 
freshman who has been preaching since he 
was 10, is so much a Sharpton clone that he 
wears his hair in the same trademark 
conked-out style. 

‘‘I had my hair like this before I met Rev. 
Sharpton, but after I met him I decided to 
keep it,’’ says Maupin. ‘‘It’s a power look.’’ 

Maupin made an unsuccessful bid for the 
Phoenix City Council last year and plans to 
mount a run for school board this year. 

Sharpton not only holds fund-raisers and 
stumps for his proteges, he freely connects 
them to political heavy-hitters. This morn-
ing, for instance, they will be meeting with 
Sen. John Kerry (D–Mass.), who is set to give 
a breakfast talk to Sharpton’s group. 

The reverend’s interest in grooming young 
leaders dates to his own background as the 
Wonder Boy, a prodigy who began delivering 
sermons in Brooklyn’s Washington Temple 
Church as a first-grader. 

At age 10, Sharpton preached a sermon be-
fore 10,000 at the World’s Fair. By the time 
he was a teenager, Sharpton had attracted 
the attention of the late Rep. Adam Clayton 
Powell, becoming part of the Harlem con-
gressman’s entourage. Whenever Powell 
came to town, he’d ask for ‘‘the kid.’’ 

Sharpton’s decision to pass along the sort 
of mentoring he received stands in stark con-
trast to the way black politicians in New 
York and elsewhere cling to office for dec-
ades on end, passing their seats to relatives 
like heirlooms and doing everything in their 
power to drive newcomers away. But while 
the old guard gets older, Sharpton—who’s 
mulling another run for President in 2008—is 
smartly playing the odds, collecting friends, 
fans and favors among a network of up-and- 
comers who will likely be running cities, 
states and Congress before long. 

The reverend won’t just have powerful 
friends. To the consternation of his enemies, 
he’ll also get the last laugh. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE THIRTY-FIRST 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE OLD 
BROOKLYN COMMUNITY DEVEL-
OPMENT CORPORATION 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of the Old Brooklyn 
Community Development Corporation 
(OBCDC), whose leaders, staff and members 
have uplifted, restored and energized all as-
pects of Cleveland’s Old Brooklyn and Brook-
lyn Centre neighborhoods for thirty-one years. 

The OBCDC, a non-profit community organi-
zation, was formed in 1975 by a small group 
of concerned citizens and business owners 
who set out to protect their neighborhood from 
falling into decline. The initial vision and effort, 
one that spans 31 years, was a united one, 
bringing together civic, religious, government 
and neighborhood and private business lead-
ers to the table to begin the work of uplifting 
a neighborhood. 

Beyond historic preservation, neighborhood 
revitalization and housing and commercial re-
development programs and projects, the 

OBCDC has initiated numerous programs and 
services for residents and business owners, 
including the Old Brooklyn News. This award- 
winning monthly newspaper was established 
by the OBCDC in 1978 and still exists as a 
vital instrument of communication throughout 
the neighborhood. Another significant agency 
that sprung from the early work of the OBCDC 
includes Senior Citizen Resources, Inc. (SCR), 
a senior support organization that evolved 
from senior services provided by the OBCDC. 
The treasure of the neighborhood, the Ben-
jamin Franklin Community Gardens, managed 
by the OBCDC, has attracted gardeners from 
all over the county for the past 26 growing 
seasons. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of the members, staff 
and leaders, past and present, of the Old 
Brooklyn Community Development Corpora-
tion. Their collective dedication, vision, vol-
unteerism and work on behalf of all residents 
has served to preserve the historic integrity of 
the neighborhood, promote new commercial 
growth and maintain a healthy living environ-
ment for residents, young and old, throughout 
Old Brooklyn and Brooklyn Centre, thereby 
strengthening the foundation of our entire 
Cleveland community. 
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THE FLOUR BLUFF NJROTC 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2006 

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend and congratulate South Texas’ 
Flour Bluff High School’s Navy Junior ROTC 
on winning their 10th consecutive Navy Na-
tional Championship. These cadets have 
earned the state championship for the past 12 
years and this year’s victory marks their ex-
traordinary 10th straight win in the national 
competition. 

This year they placed first in armed drill ex-
hibition, academics, unit inspection, and over-
all drill. This is a group that sincerely enjoys 
the challenging intricacies of competition. 

Flour Bluff’s NJROTC’s unparalleled record 
comes from their ability to inspire future par-
ticipants with their pride and dedication to ex-
cellence. They function like a family—always 
helping and learning from one another. 
Through the team’s support and collaboration, 
they carry away memorable victories and life-
long friendships. 

These cadets’ discipline and enthusiastic 
dedication enhance their natural talent. Such 
sacrifice and practice are indicative of our na-
tion’s military future, an opportunity many of 
these young people seek. They are indeed our 
best and brightest, and I am so proud of all of 
them. 

In high school competitions, as in life, the 
path to success requires hard work and an 
eager spirit. Competitions teach today’s youth 
about teamwork and common effort, the fun-
damental components of life and work. 

Year after year, the Flour Bluff cadets con-
tinue to bring distinction to their school and 
bring hope for the future of America. Their 
skill, perseverance, and commitment to quality 
are an exemplary representation of what 
South Texas has to offer. 
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