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Dr. Orra was born in Baka Valley, Lebanon. 

His dedication to his family and to our most 
vulnerable citizens remained unwavering 
throughout his life. Dr. Orra’s vision and inno-
vation led him to the practice of specialized 
medical treatments including holistic methods. 
He was the CEO of four clinics that infused 
holistic and traditional medical care. His med-
ical expertise was surpassed only by his com-
passion for others. Dr. Orra’s kind demeanor 
and quick smile easily drew others to him, and 
most significantly, he was a light of hope and 
well being for families, children and senior citi-
zens who struggled daily against a tide of pov-
erty and homelessness on Cleveland’s West 
side. 

Dr. Orra regularly provided free medical 
services to low-income individuals and fami-
lies, free of charge. He offered respect and 
dedicated attention to every patient, regard-
less of the person’s station in life. Dr. Orra’s 
generosity and vision extended throughout 
Cleveland’s Arab community. Throughout his 
volunteer tenure with AACCESS-Ohio Arab 
American Community Center for Economic 
and Social Services, Dr. Orra was instru-
mental in helping the organization expand its 
services, which now include programs assist-
ing immigrant and low-income families. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor and remembrance of Dr. Mahmoud 
‘‘Michael’’ Orra, whose energetic spirit, bound-
less vision and expansive heart has served to 
uplift the lives of countless families and indi-
viduals throughout our community. I extend 
my deepest condolences to Dr. Orra’s wife, 
Amne Youssef; to his children, Muna, Leana 
and Michael; and to his brother, Dr. Abdul 
Orra. Dr. Orra’s legacy of faith, family and 
community will forever reflect within the hearts 
of his family and friends, and will continue on 
as a source of personal hope, healing and 
strength, where none existed before. 
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TRIBUTE TO BEN KININGHAM 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to a reporter in my home State of Illi-
nois. While it may be unusual for a Member of 
Congress to praise a member of the media, I 
do so with pride and respect. 

Ben Kiningham has covered politics and 
government longer than I have been involved. 
He is one of the few reporters who have in-
deed covered my entire career, covering my 
first unsuccessful race for Congress and sub-
sequent successful ones. 

Mr. Kiningham retired January 31, 2006, 
from the Illinois Radio Network after a 40 year 
radio news career. His first radio job was with 
WTAX in Springfield, Ill, in 1966. That station 
purchased what later became the Illinois 
Radio Network in 1974, and he became its 
State House bureau chief. 

Mr. Kiningham has covered Illinois gov-
ernors from Otto Kerner to Rod Blagojevich. 
He has reported on the good side of Illinois 
politics and the bad side. 

Mr. Kiningham has been recognized with 
the lifetime achievement award from the Illi-
nois News Broadcasters Association, as well 
as numerous other awards for his work. 

Mr. Kiningham is respected by coworkers, 
former colleagues, and even those of us he 
has covered over the years. He may have 
tried to get a scoop or catch us in our own 
words, but he was always respectful and fair. 
What more can you say about a reporter? 

Thank you, Ben, for your hard work in gath-
ering the news for us Illinoisans. 
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A TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH BRYANT 
RAYNOR, JR. 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, 
January 29, Camp Ground United Methodist 
Church held a special celebration to honor the 
life and service of Senator Joseph Bryant 
Raynor, Jr. I rise today to join the pastor, staff, 
members, and friends of Camp Ground to pay 
tribute to this fine public servant for his 22 
years of work as a State representative and 
senator. Senator Raynor’s tremendous spirit, 
dedication and work as an elected official and 
member of the Fayetteville, NC, community 
has positively impacted citizens and commu-
nities and will live on in the hearts and minds 
of generations to come. 

Born and raised in Fayetteville, Senator 
Raynor demonstrated his strong work ethic 
from a very early age. During high school, he 
worked as a bagger at Efirds Department 
Store. Following graduation, Joe went to work 
as a stockroom clerk at Hunter Brothers Appli-
ance Store and then as a ticket agent with the 
Queen City Coach Company. In 1946, he 
joined his uncle’s tire business where his hard 
work paid off. Just 6 years after joining the 
family business, Joe was able to buy his un-
cle’s interest and assume ownership of the 
company. More than 60 years later, Raynor 
Supply Company continues to thrive. 

Senator Raynor began his memorable ca-
reer in public service in 1965 when he suc-
cessfully ran for the North Carolina State Leg-
islature. During his public career, Senator 
Raynor championed many important issues, 
including mental health, veterans and law en-
forcement. Senator Raynor was largely re-
sponsible for establishing a State-run vet-
erans’ assisted living facility in Fayetteville, the 
Cumberland County Mental Health Center, 
and a program to help families of police offi-
cers killed in the line of duty. 

Throughout his career, Senator Raynor held 
numerous membership and leadership posi-
tions. He served on the Commission for the 
Study of Alcoholism and the Commission for 
the Study of Mental Retardation and Mental 
Health. He was the chairman of the North 
Carolina House and Senate Committee on 
Mental Health, the Senate Committee on Law 
Enforcement, and the Cumberland County 
Board of Elections. Additionally, he was ap-
pointed a Cumberland County special deputy 
sheriff under four administrations. 

From his service as both a State represent-
ative and senator to local businessman to ac-
tive member of Camp Ground United Meth-
odist Church to devoted husband, father and 
friend, Joe Raynor has truly been a foundation 
on which Fayetteville and Cumberland County 
have continued to flourish. Service to others 
has been the embodiment of Senator Raynor’s 

life—service that sets a path for others to fol-
low and that we should all emulate. 

As we approach President’s Day, let each of 
us remember the words of a great President, 
Thomas Jefferson, who said, ‘‘To do our fellow 
man the most good, we must lead where we 
can, follow where we cannot, and still go with 
him always watching for that favorable mo-
ment to help him another step forward!’’ 

We thank Senator Raynor, on behalf of the 
citizens of southeastern North Carolina, for al-
ways looking for that favorable moment and 
always helping his fellow citizens. May God’s 
strength, joy and peace be with him always. 
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CONGRATULATING BETTE SHER-
MAN ON DISTINGUISHED CITIZEN 
AWARD 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Ms. Bette Sherman of Denton, 
TX, on receiving the Longhorn Boy Scouts of 
America Distinguished Citizen Award for this 
year. 

Ms. Sherman served as chairwoman and 
chief executive officer of First Colonial Invest-
ment Services, and senior vice president of 
First Colonial Bankshares. After retirement, 
she moved back to Denton alongside her hus-
band, and they established Sherman Enter-
prises. 

Bette is on the board of the Denton Benefit 
League, Salvation Army and Cumberland 
Presbyterian Children’s Home. She cochairs 
the annual luncheon for the American Cancer 
Society and is a member of the Ariel Club, 
Denton Humane Society, the Arts Guild and 
National Society of Magna Charta Dames. 
She has been chairwoman of the Denton Con-
vention and Visitor’s Bureau, Denton Main 
Street Association and Greater Denton Arts 
Council. 

The Longhorn Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America serves more than 40,000 youths with 
scouting programs in central and north Texas. 
More than 15,000 adults volunteer to help with 
the programs. This prestigious award is given 
to members of the community whose leader-
ship focuses on volunteerism. 

I extend my sincere congratulations to Ms. 
Bette Sherman for receiving the Longhorn Boy 
Scout of America Distinguished Citizen Award. 
Her contributions and service to the Denton 
community should inspire us all. 
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IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF 
MARY LEHMANN 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and remembrance of Mary Lehmann, 
whose joyous life was framed by family, com-
munity and giving to others. Her passing 
marks a great loss for her family and friends, 
yet her good works, generous spirit and en-
ergy for life will never be forgotten. 

Born to Italian and German immigrants, Ms. 
Lehmann’s parents instilled within her the sig-
nificance of family, faith and community. The 
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well being of her family and service to others 
framed her entire life. She taught her children 
by example, reflecting the vital gifts of family 
unity, reaching out to those in need, hard work 
and an endless joy for learning and living. Ms. 
Lehmann’s intellectual level was reflected in 
her numerous and varied life interests. After 
her children were grown, she enrolled in col-
lege, earning a perfect 4.0 grade point aver-
age and an associate’s degree. Her compas-
sionate heart directed her onto pathways 
where she gave freely of her time and talent. 
Ms. Lehmann volunteered at Hillcrest Hospital, 
worked with special needs children at Millridge 
Elementary School, read to visually impaired 
children and volunteered in the gift shop at 
Cleveland Play House. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor and remembrance of Mary Lehmann. 
Her limitless spirit of giving and endless joy for 
life has had a profound impact upon the lives 
of her family, friends and the children and 
adults whom she so graciously served. I ex-
tend my deepest condolences to her children, 
David, Joan, John and Carol; to her daughters 
and sons-in-law, Kim, Roger, Melissa and Gil; 
to her grandchildren, Michael, Jennifer, Eric, 
Reid, Brittany, Ashley, Jonathon, Gilbert, 
Elena, Eva, Andrea, Lily and the memory of 
David; to her companion, Dr. Oscar Stadtler; 
and to her many extended family members 
and friends. The kindness, energy, joy and 
love that defined Mary Lehmann’s life will live 
forever in the hearts of her family and within 
every soul she touched during her journey 
here—and she will never be forgotten. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR EUGENE 
JOSEPH MCCARTHY 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in honor of the late Senator 
Eugene Joseph McCarthy, a former member 
of this body, who passed away on December 
10th. Senator McCarthy’s home state of Min-
nesota mourns his passing as a resolute, 
dedicated public servant, and a national man 
of conscience. 

Eugene McCarthy began his lifelong com-
mitment to learning and teaching at various 
educational institutions in Minnesota. As a 
member of the Democratic-Farmer-Labor 
Party, he served as a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives representing Min-
nesota’s Fourth Congressional District from 
1949 until 1959, when he began serving the 
first of two terms in the U.S. Senate. By taking 
a principled stand against the Vietnam War as 
a presidential candidate in 1968, he reached 
out to a disenfranchised generation, inspiring 
the youth of America to take part in the polit-
ical process. After failing to receive the Demo-
cratic Party’s nomination for president, Sen-
ator McCarthy continued to serve in the U.S. 
Senate until 1971 as he continued his dedica-
tion to the people of Minnesota and the Amer-
ican public. 

His connection to the people he represented 
was genuine. Senator McCarthy’s family and 
the people of Minnesota can be proud of the 
legacy that he leaves behind. I am honored to 
continue to represent many of the same peo-
ple he served in Congress. 

I extend my thoughts and prayers to his 
daughter Ellen, who continues her father’s leg-
acy of public service as a staff person in the 
U.S. House, as well as his daughter Margaret, 
his son Michael, his brother Austin, his sister 
Marian and his six grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in paying trib-
ute to the life of Senator Eugene McCarthy. 

f 

COMMENDING PRC COMPASSION’S 
EXTENSIVE CONTRIBUTIONS IN 
THE WAKE OF HURRICANES 
KATRINA AND RITA 

HON. BOBBY JINDAL 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. JINDAL. Mr. Speaker, it is my unique 
privilege today to have the rare opportunity to 
recognize and honor a truly great organization, 
the Pastor’s Resource Council (PRC), and the 
work of the PRC Compassion. Formed several 
years ago, the PRC comprises of a coalition of 
churches and pastors who united together in 
order to provide relief to the community when-
ever necessary. For the past several years, 
the PRC has been playing an indispensable 
role in serving communities affected by the 
ravages of natural disasters whether it was 
through providing shelter to the homeless, 
food to the hungry, or offering spiritual comfort 
and guidance to those who needed it among 
a myriad of other services. True to its name, 
the PRC has always been there for the people 
of Louisiana to lend a compassionate, helping 
hand in the most difficult of times. 

The tragedy inflicted upon us by the wake of 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita was certainly no 
exception. As Hurricane Katrina wreaked 
havoc and destruction over the peoples of the 
state of Louisiana, PRC once again answered 
the call of duty and courageous pastors, 
priests, and other ministers, united in the 
cause of humanity and service, promptly orga-
nized on September 1, 2005 as ‘‘PRC Com-
passion’’ to provide immediate response to the 
disasters through compassion and inspiring 
hope. According to its mission, PRC Compas-
sion coordinates national, state, and local faith 
and community-based organizations to meet 
the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of 
people impacted by Hurricane Katrina. PRC 
Compassion has worked tirelessly and self-
lessly to assist those disaster stricken commu-
nities in a number of different capacities. The 
organization’s accomplishments in the face of 
such adversity cannot be overstated: 
1,801,200 people served; 253,260 volunteer 
hours logged; 17,220 tons of food, water and 
supplies distributed; 11,480 evacuees shel-
tered; 10,152 volunteers deployed; 4,500 med-
ical encounters facilitated; 676 trained coun-
selors and chaplains mobilized; 250 faith 
based organizations involved; 84 faith based 
shelters established; and 16 stress manage-
ment teams deployed. The organization con-
tinues to assist the community today. 

While words cannot adequately encapsulate 
the gratitude and debt the people of Louisiana 
and the rest of the country owe to this incred-
ible organization, we can pay tribute to the he-
roic men and women of PRC Compassion by 
formally recognizing and acknowledging the 
caliber and breadth of their service to the peo-
ple of Louisiana. It is for that reason I am 

pleased to recognize and commend the he-
roic, timely, and selfless actions and prayers 
of the faith community, particularly the actions 
and prayers of PRC Compassion, in providing 
assistance and support to the citizens of Lou-
isiana who were displaced by Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita. While each and every mem-
ber of PRC Compassion deserves this com-
mendation, I must also recognize the able 
leadership of the PRC Compassion’s Board of 
Directors, namely Pastor Larry Stockstill of 
Bethany World Prayer Center in Baton Rouge, 
LA; Pastor Fred Luter of Franklin Avenue Bap-
tist Church in New Orleans, LA; Pastor Jacob 
Aranza of Our Savior’s Church in Lafayette, 
LA; Pastor Steve Robinson of Church of the 
King in Mandeville, LA; Pastor Dennis Watson 
of Celebration Church in New Orleans, LA; 
Apostle Willie Wooten of Gideon Christian Fel-
lowship in New Orleans, LA; Dr. Jere Melilli of 
Christian Life Fellowship in Baton Rouge, LA; 
and Pastor Dino Rizzo of Healing Place 
Church in Baton Rouge, LA. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to be able to 
recognize and commend PRC Compassion, 
who went well above and beyond the call of 
duty in assisting the peoples of Louisiana dur-
ing their hour of need. 

f 

FEDERAL MINE SAFETY AND 
HEALTH ACT OF 2006 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, on the evening 
of January 19, a fire erupted on a conveyor 
belt at the Aracoma, Alma Number 1 coal 
mine, in Melville, West Virginia. Black smoke 
began rolling through that mine. Nineteen min-
ers escaped. Two were missing. It was the be-
ginning of another episode in our recurring 
nightmare. 

West Virginians were still veiled in grief. Still 
trying to make sense of the loss of 12 miners, 
taken from us just 17 days before, at the Sago 
coal mine, in Upshur County. Then it started 
again. 

Media had flooded into Sago. They had cov-
ered the waiting, the watching, the praying, 
and the mourning. Now they were streaming 
back into West Virginia. And with them, the 
world was drawn to another coal mining town, 
this time in Logan County, to witness yet an-
other mine tragedy unfolding. 

I stayed with the families, gathered at the 
Bright Star Freewill Baptist Church. We held 
hands. We prayed. We believed in the power 
of miracles. We clung tightly to the hope that 
those men, dust-covered and weary, would 
emerge from the Alma mine to the hugs of 
grateful families. 

But, tragically, in the end, our worst fears 
were realized. Instead of a joyous reunion, our 
coal communities had lost two more souls. 
Fourteen men gone in a span of less than 
three weeks. Two fatal mine tragedies that 
might have been prevented. Two emergencies 
that went unreported for far too long. Two an-
guishing events where time stood still for 
hours on end, with rescue teams frustrated 
and idling, and helpless families waiting. 

In this age of high-technology, when report-
ers at the mouth of a mine could beam reports 
around the Earth in an instant, it defies logic 
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